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IIpeaucaoBue.

Tpyn ®PnopuHabl [JOHHep uMmeeT Anst MeHst ocoboe 3HayeHume. OH, (hakTU4ecku, HaxoauTcs B
cornacum ¢ Moen cobCTBEHHOWM paboToil, HO B TO XXe BPEMsI HECKONbKO oTxoauT OT Hee. dnopuHaa
[oHHep — mow copaTHMK. Mbl 06a BoBMneYeHbl B OOHO M TO Xe 3aHATME; Mbl 06a nNpuHaanexxum mupy
AoHa XyaHa Matyca. OTnudne npoucxoamT ns-3a Toro, YTo OHa XeHLuHa. B mupe goHa XyaHa My>X4uHbI
W XEHLMHbI MAYT B OOHOM HamnpaBfeHUW, OOHUM U TEM Xe NyTeM BOWHA, HO MO MPOTUBOMOMOXHbLIM
Kpasim goporu. lMoaTomy B3rnsaabl Ha OOHM U Te Xe ABNEHNs NOMyYeHbl C 3TUX ABYX NO3ULUIA N pasHATCS
B QeTansix, HO He B LieSyIoM.

Takasa 6nm3octb k ®ropuHae [oHHep nmpu Nobbix Opyrnx obctoaTenbcTBax Morna Obl HEM3BEXHO
nopoanTb CKOpee YyBCTBO BEPHOCTU, YeM Ge3xanocTHON nposepkn. Ho no npegnockifnikam nyTyv BOMHA,
KOTOpOMYy Mbl 06a cnefyem, BEPHOCTb BblpaXkaeTcs TONbKO B TpeboBaHMM Yero-to nydwlero ans cebs.
[nsa Hac nydywee o3Ha4vyaeT NOMHy NPOBEPKY BCEro TOro, YTO Mbl AeNaeM.

Crnenys yyeHuto goHa XyaHa, s npeanpuHsan 6e3xanocTHylo npoBepky paboTel ®riopuHabl [JoHHep. U
HalLern, YTo NSl MEHs 30eCb UMeEeTCsl TPY PassiMYHbIX YPOBHS, TPU YeTkne cdepbl ee OLEHKN.

Bo-nepBbix — 3T0 GoraTble NOAPOGHOCTY ee onncaHns 1 NOBECTBOBAHUS.

Mo-moemy, aTn getanu aTHorpaduyHbl. Menoun noBcegHEBHOW XU3HKW, 3aypsaHble Ans KynbTyPHOro
OKPYXXEHUS ONMCaHHbIX MEPCOHaXeN, NpeacTaBnatoT cobon HEYTO COBEPLLUEHHO HAM HEN3BECTHOE.

BO-BTOprX — BCE€ CAeNnaHo OYeHb M3sALWHOo. A PUCKHY CKa3aTb, 4TO STHOI'pa(*) OOJDKEH ObITb ele n
nucartenem. [lna Toro, 4yTOObI BBECTM HAC B 3THOFpaq}M'~IeCK09 onucaHne Mmunpa, STHOFpa(*) OOIKeH ObITb
Oonee yem y‘-IeHbIM-O6LLI,eCTBOBeLI,OM, OH [OKeH ObITb XYOOXHUKOM.

TpeTbUM SABNSIETCA YECTHOCTb, MPOCTOTA U NMPSMONUHERHOCTL paboThl. U 3aeck 51, 63 COMHeHus,
oyeHb TpeboBaTteneH. ®nopuHaa [JoHHeEP U A chOPMUPOBaHbl OOHUMMW U TEMU KE CUMaMu; NO3ITOMY ee
TPYA nogunHeH obluein Modenu yCTpeMreHust K CoBepLUeHCTBY. JJoH XyaH yuur, Y4To Hall Tpya AOSDKeH
GbITb MNOJSHLIM OTPaAXEHUEM HaLLEN KNU3HU.

A He B cunax BblpasnTb YYBCTBO BOCXULLEHUS N yBaXeHUs1 BOMHA K dnopuHae [JoHHep, TOW, KTO B
OAMHOYECTBE, UMES MU3EPHbIN LUAHC, COXpaHura CBOE AYyLIEBHOE paBHOBECME U OCTanacb BepHbIM
nocriegoBaTtenem Nyt BOMHA U y4eHnst AoHa XyaHa.

Kapnoc KacmaHeda.

IIpuMeuyanus aBTopa.

B npegucnaHckme BpemMeHa LwWTaT waaHp,a Ha CeBepo-BOCTOKE BeHecyanbl Obln1  HaceneH
WHOENCKUMM NNeMeHaMu Kapl/I6OB N KNHapPUKOTOB. B KOJTOHMalbHYKO 3N0OXYy 34eCb NOABUIINCE OBe Apyrune
pacoBble N KyJbTypHbIE Irpynmnbl: NCMNAHCKME KOJIOHM3aTOpPbl U a(ppI/IKaHCKVIe pa6b|, KOTOpPbIX MCMNaHubl
npuHyxaganu pa60TaTb Ha CBOUX NnaHTaundax U pyoHuUKax.

lMoToMKM mMHAOenueB, McnaHueB M adpukaHueB 0oOpasoBanyM CMELlaHHOe HaceneHue, KoTopoe B
HacTosiLLlee BpeMsi HacenseT Menkue AepeByLLKWU, ceneHus u ropoda, pa3bpocaHHble B NpubpexHon 1
MaTEPUKOBOW 30HeE.

HeKOTOpre ropoga uwTaTta MI/IpaHLI,a M3BECTHbl CBOUMWU TpaBHWMKaMMU W 3Haxapamu, MHOrme us
KOTOPbIX Obinn cnuputamun, megnymamMmm n maramun.

B cepeguHe cemugecsaTtbix rogoB A npuexana B MwupaHgy. byoyum B TO Bpemsi CTyAEeHTOM-
aHTPOMOSIOrOM U WHTEPEeCcysACcb 3HaxapcTBOM, s paboTana C >KEeHLWMHOW-3HaxapkoW. YuuTbiBas ee
npocbOy ocTaTbCsl HEM3BECTHOW, S1 Ha3oBYy ee Mepcepec MNepanbTol, a ee ropoa — KypmuHon.

C pa3peleHna 3HaxapKku, Tak YeTKO U TOYHO, KaK TOJIbKO MOrna, 4 3anucbiBana B CBOW MNoneBon
OMNOKHOT BCE, YTO KacanoCb MOMX OTHOLLUEHUW C HeW, HaunMHasi C MOMeEHTa MOEro npuxoga B €e OOM.
MHolo 3anucaHbl HECKONbKO MCTOpMVI, pacCKka3aHHbIX HEeKOTOpbiIMM M3 €€ NauneHTOB. I'I03Tomy
HacTodALllan pa60Ta COCTOUT N3 YacTeln MOero noneeoro 6110kHOTa 1 paccKka3oB 3TUX NauneHToB, Npu4em
mMaTtepuan nop,6mpana JIN4YHO Mepcep,ec I'Iepaana. YacTu, B3ATble M3 AHEBHMKA, HanucaHbl OT nepBoro
nuua. Pacckasbl nauneHToB npmueeaeHbl B TpeTbeM nnue.

EAMHCTBEHHON BOMBHOCTLIO B 0OpalleHn ¢ maTepuanom sABNseTca M3MeHeHne UMeH U NUYHbIX aaT
NnepCcoHakel pacckasos.



YacTtp nepsas.

1.

Bce Hauanocb Ang MeHs C TpaHCUEHAEHTaNbHOro CoObITUSA; COObITUSA, KOTOPOE OMNpeaenuno xon
MOeM Xun3HKU. A BcTpeTunack ¢ Hareanem. OH 6bin nHaenuem n3 CesepHon Mekcuku.

CnoBapb MCMaHCKOW KOPONEBCKOW akagemwun onpefensetr TepMuH "HarBamb", Kak WCMNaHCKyo
agjanTauuio crioBa "HaxyTanb", KOTOpoe O3HavaeT KongyHa wnu mara Ha si3blke abopureHoB HOXHOM
Mekcuku.

[o cux nop B coBpemMeHHon Mekcuke CywecTByOT TPaAULMOHHBIE MCTOPMM O Harsane, 4erioBeke
OPeBHNX BpeMeH, obnagatowme HeobblYaHbIMU CUaMn, COCOBHOM BbIMOSMHATL OENCTBUS, KOTOPbIE He
noggatoTca BoobpaxeHuto. OgHako, B HacTosilLee BPeEMS M B ropode, U Ha cene, HarBanb cuYMTaeTcs
4ynCcTON NereHaon.

Bne4yatneHue Takoe, YTO OHMU XUBYT B HAPOAHbIX CKa3aHUAX, B Mmnpe (baHTa3VII/I N CNyxoB.

Tem He MeHee, HarBanb, KOTOPOro s BCTpeTuna, Obin peanbHbiM. B Hem He Obino Huyero
unno3opHoro. Korga s cnpocuna ero O XOpOoLWO M3BECTHOW YHMKanbHOCTW, KOTOpas genana ero
Hareanem, OH NpeabsBMIT MO BUAMMOCTW MPOCTYIO, U BCE K€ COBEPLUEHHO CMOXHYK MAel, B CTune
06bsACHEeHNA TOro, YTO OH Aernarn, u Toro, kem oH Obin. OH pacckasan MHe, YTO HarBanbCTBO Ha4yMHaeTCcs
C ABYX HECOMHEHHbIX (haKTOB: dhakTa Toro, YTo NI0AN ABMATCA HEOObIYHBIMW CYLLLECTBAMM, XMBYLLUMN B
HeoOblYanHOM Mupe; u hakTa TOro, YTO HU MPU Kaknux 0B6CTOATENBCTBAX HU YEroBEK, HN MUP HE MOTYT
cUnTaTbCH AOKa3aHHLIMU U onpeaeneHHbIMN.

OH ckasar, 4To U3 3TUX NPOCTbIX NPEANOCLINOK BbipacTaeT NPOCTON BbIBOA: HArBasbCTBO CpbliBaeT
OOHY Macky U HEMeAeHHO HaJeBaeT Apyryto. Hareanum cpblBatoT Macky, KoTopasi NO3BOSAET HaM BUAETb
cebs M MuMp, B KOTOPOM Mbl >XMBEM, Kak HeYTO O0OblMHOE, HENpUXOTNMBOE, npeAckasyemoe W
NOBTOPSIIOLLIEECS; OHX HaOeBaltT BTOPYK Macky, Ty, KOTopasi MOMOXeT HaMm yBUAeTb cebs — U Hawe
OKpYXeHMe — Kak noTpsicatoLime cobblTUsl, KOTOpPbIE pacUBETAOT TOMbKO Ha KpaTKMN MUM U HUKOrAa He
OyayT NOBTOPEHbLI BHOBb.

Mocne BCTpeun C 3TMM He3abblBaeMbiM HarBarnem y MeHsl Obll MOMEHT HepeluTeNbHOCTU U
koneGaHuiA, UCKNYNTENBHO Brnarogaps cTpaxy, KOTopbii S MOYyBCTBOBAa Npyu nepecmMoTpe nogo6Horo
BneyaTnsaoLWero npumepa. S xotena ybexaTtb OT HarBans U ero npegmeToB MOWUcKa, HO He cmorna
caenarb aTo0.

HemHoro noaxe s caenana peUJMTeﬂbeIVI war n npucoeamHmnnacb K HemMy 1 ero napTmn.

Ho 310 He pacckas3 o Hareane, XoTda ero ngedaMmm n BnmaHneMm otMme4yeHo BCe, 4YTO A aenana. He moe
4erno nucatb Unn aaxe ynoMmHaTb O HEM. Ectb apyrue B ero rpynne, KTo genaet 3T0.

Koroa s npucoeguHunack K HeMy, OH ycTpournn MHe B Mekcuke BCTpedy C Heobbl4aliHOW U
nopasnTesbHOM XXEHLUUHON — BO3MOXHO, OHa Oblfla caMoi OCBEAOMITEHHOW U BUSTEINTbHOW >XEHLLNHOM
B ero rpynne. Ee 3Banu ®nopmnHga Matyc. HecmMoTps Ha ee ogexay CKy4yHO-04HOOBpa3HOro LBeTa, OHa
nMerna BpOXAEeHHOE U3ALLIECTBO BbICOKOW M TOHKOM XEeHLWMHbI. Ee HemMHoro 6negHoe nuuo, XxyaoLwasoe 1
cTporoe, ObINO yBEHYAHO KOCOWM CBETMbIX BOMOC M MpuBnekano 6onbwmmMy cBeTawmmMmcs rnasavu. Ee
XpUNIbIv roNoc 1 pagoCTHbBIN CMEX YCMOKOMIN MO HEOBOCHOBaHHbLIN CTpax nepes Hew.

Harsanb octaBun meHsi Ha ee noneyeHve. A cpasy xe cnpocuna PrnopuHay, bbina N oHa cama Toxe
Hareanem. Kak-To 3aragoyvHo ynbibasicb, OHa yTOYHWMNa onpederieHne atoro cnosa: "BbiTb KONgyHOM,
Marom unv BeabmMon He o3HadaeT ObiTb HarBanem. Ho nobon n3 HUX MOXeT cTaTb UM, €Cnu OH UINKU OHa
NPUMYT OTBETCTBEHHOCTb M MOBEAYT rPynny MYXXYMH UMK XEHLLMH, BOBIEYEHHbIX B OnpeaeneHHbIn Nonck
3HaHUN".

Korga s cnpocuna ee, 4To npeacrasndeT cobol 3TOT NoUCK, OHa OTBETUMA, YTO ITUM MYX4YUHaM Unn
XEHLUMHaM Hago HanTu BTOPYKO MacCKy, KOTOpadA nomorna Obl UM yBuaeTb cebsa u MUP TaknMu, Kaknmum
Mbl JENCTBUTENBHO SABASEMCH — noTpacarownmm cobbITnaMu.

Ho 3gecb He 6yp,eT pacckasa o q)J'IOpI/IH,CI,e, HEeCMOTpA Ha TO, YTO 3Ta XEeHWWMHa HacTaBdna MeHA B
KaXKOoM OEeNcTBum, KOTOpO€ A BblIMONHANA. 3710 CKOopee pacckas 00 oAHOM 13 MHOIMX BeLLEN, KOTOpble
OHa 3acTaBuila MeHAa genartb.

— [N )XeHLLUMHbI NMOUCK 3HaHWA B CaMOM [erne oYeHb MNiobonbITHas Belllb, — ckasana MHe ogHaxabl
dnopuHaa, — Mbl NPOXOAMM 30EChb Yepes CTPaHHYH YIOBKY.

— Mo4emy ato Tak, PriopnHaa?
— lMoToMmy 4TO XeHLWnHa B AENCTBUTENBLHOCTU 3TOr0 HE XOTAT.
— A xouy.



— Tbl roBOpULLb, YTO XOYellb. B 4eNCTBUTENBHOCTU Thbl HE XOYellb 3TOro.
— 41 3pech, ¢ To6on. PasBe 3TO He rOBOPUT O MOEM XernaHun?

— Her. Cﬂy‘-IVIJ'IOCb Tak, 4YTO Tbl NMOHpPaBuiacb Harearsto. Ero nHanBnayanbHOCTb odonena Tebs. A
cama Takasi Xe. A Obina olwenomneHa npeguwecTteyrolinmMm Harsanem. OH 6bIn cambiM HEeOoTpa3nmMmbIiM
Marom.

— A 0onyckatro, 4TO Thbl NpaBa, HO JIULWb OTHYACTW. A X04y y4acTBOBaTb B NOUCKe Haresans.

— A He comHeBaiocb B 3TOoM. Ho atoro HepoctaTtouHo. KeHwmHam Heobxoanmbl HEKOTopble
0ocobeHHble yroBku, 4Tobbl gobpaTbcsa A0 CyTM caMux cebs.

— Kakne ynoBkn? O kakow cyTu camon cebs Tbl roBopulb, PriopuHaa?

— Ecnwn BHYTpU Bac ecTb YTO-TO, O YEM Bbl HE 3HAETE, HAaNPUMep, CKPbITble pe3epBbl, HEOXNOaHHas
HarnocTb M KOBapCTBO, Mnu 6n1aropoAcTBO AyLM B MUHYTLI ropst U 6onn, 3TO JOSMKHO BLINTW, KOr4a Mbl
CTankMBaemcsl C Heu3BECTHbIM, OCTaBasACb OOUHOKMMK, 6e3 apy3en, 6e3 npuBblYHbIX rpynn, 6e3
noagepxkn. Ecnu npu Taknx o6CTOATENBCTBAX M3 BAC HUYETO HE BbILLIIO, 3HAYUT, ¥ BaC HUYEro n HeT. U
npexae, Yem ckasaTb, YTO Tbl OEWCTBUTENbHO >XaXAellb MOWMCKOB Hareand, onpegenu nna cebs,
UMeeTCs N YTO-HNBbYAb BHYTpY Tebs. A Tpebyto, 4TobbI Thl caenana aTo.

— 4 He aymato, 4TO NONy4y Kakyl-To Nonb3y, NpoBepss cebs.

— Torga BOT MO BOMPOC: MOXELWb NN Tbl XWUTb 6e3 3HaHMS TOro, UMEETCH UNM HeT 4To-nNnbo
CKpbITOE BHYTpU TEOA?

— Ho 410, ecnu s ogHa 13 Tex, Y KOro HM4ero HeT?

— Ecnu ato Tak, torga 9 3agam Tebe csom BTOpOM BOMpoc. Moxelwb nNu Tbl NPOAOMKaTb XUTb B
Mupe, n3bpaHHom TOBON, eCNK Tbl HE UMEELLb HUYEro BHYTPY ceba?

— I'quelvly Xe, KOHEYHO, A MOory npoaoJKaTb ObITb 3aecb. A yXe npucoegunHmnacb K Tebe.

— Her, Tbl TONbKO AymaelLlb, 4TO n3bpana mon mup. N3bpaHme mupa HarBans — 3TO He NPOCTO Tema
Ans pa3roBopa, Kak y Tebs. Tbl gomkHa gokasaTb 3TO.

— Kak, no-tBoemy, 9 mory ato caenatb?

— 5 pam TeGe Hamek. Tbl He Nocreayellb My, HO ECINN BCE XXe 3axouyelllb, noeaxaw ogHa Tyaa, raoe
Tbl poaunack. H14YTO He MoXeT ObiTb Nydlle 1 nerdye, Yem 310. oM 1 BO3bMM CBOW LLAHC, KakuM Obl OH
HU ObIn.

— Ho TBOW coBET HENpaKTUYeH. Y MeHst HeT A06pbIX YYBCTB K 3TOMY MECTY.
£ He cMory ocTaBaTbCsl TaM B XOPOLUEM COCTOSIHUWN.

— Tem nyuwwe; waHckl 6yayT npoTuB Te6s. VIMEHHO NO3TOMY S 1 BbliGpana TBoOW poaunHy. YXKeHLumHe
He HpaBuTCS BbITb CNULLKOM OGECTIOKOEHHOM; ecnu oHa 3ab0TUTCS O Bellax, oHa cBsidaHa. [lokaxu MHe,
YTO Tbl HE MOCTYMULLL TakMM 06pa3oM.

— lNocoBeTyl MHe, 4TO 4 AOMMKHA AenaTb B 3TOM MecTe?

— Byapb cobon. [enan ceoto paboTy. Tel roBopuna, YTO Thl XOYELb CTaTb aHTpononoroMm. byab nm.
YTto MOXeT ObIThb NpoLue?

2.

Heckonbko net cnycts, cnenysa cosetam GriopuHapl, 9 HaKOHeL, BepHynack B BeHecyany — Tyaa, roe
poamvnacb. Ha nepsbii B3rnsg s cobupana aHTpOMoriornyeckMe AaHHble O 3Haxapckow npaktuke. B
OEVCTBUTENBbHOCTU 51 UCMONHAMNA 34ecb, N0 HacTaBneHuio PrnopuHabl, HeOOGXoaMMbIe YMOBKWU, YTOOLI
00OHapyxuTb, obnagat Nu 9 CKpbITbIMU pe3epBamu, 6e3 KOTOpbIX HEBO3MOXHO OCTaBaTbCA B MUpe
Haresans.

Cornacve Ha To, YTO Mosl noe3aka 6yaeT NpeanpPUHUMAaTLCS B OAMHOYECTBE, ObINO BLITAHYTO U3 MEHS
noytu cunon. Ctporo u pewmnTensHo GrnopuHaa 3ameTuna, YTo HU MNpU Kakux obCcTosATenbCcTBax s He
[JOIMKHa coBeToBaTbCA C KeM-Nnbo BO Bpems noesgku. 3Has, YTo S yd4yCb B KONNemxe, OHa
rnopekoMeHaoBarna MHe He Nonb30BaTbCs NPUBUNErMSMU akageMUYecKom XU3HU. S He Morna NpocuTb O
CTUMEHONU, UMES HAy4YHOTO PYKOBOAMUTENS, He MOrMa Aaxe NpocuTb MOMOLUM Y poAdHbIX U Gnunskux. S
JOMKHa Oblna Mo3BoNWTb 0OCTOATENbCTBAM AWKTOBATb MyTb CINEAOBaHWsA, U MPUHSB TONbKO €ro, S
Gpocunack B 3TO C HEMCTOBCTBOM >KEHLLUMHbI HA NYTW Hareansi.

£ porosopunack noexatb B BeHecyany ¢ HeodumumanbHbIM BU3NTOM. MHe MOXHO ObIno BMAETbCS C
poaoctBeHHukamu. A gymana u  cobupana cBegeHusas o nwobon BO3MOXHOCTM ansa  Gygywiero
nccnenoBaHus B KynbTypHOW aHTpononorui. dnopuHaa xBanuna MeHsl 3a ObICTPOTY U TWATENbHOCTb,
XOTS MHE KaXeTcsl, oHa 3abaBnsanacb co MHOW. XBanuUTb MeHS OblNo He 3a 4To. A HanoMHWUNa en, 4To
MEHS1 BOSTHYEeT OTCYTCTBME ee MHCTpyKumi. CHOBa M CHOBa s npocurna ee 0onee fgeTtanbHO PackpbiTh
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Moo porb B BeHecyane. Yem Gnwke nogxoamna gata Moero otbesga, Tem 6onblie s 6ecnokounacb 06
nucxoae BCero atoro. A Hactameana, npaeaa, He B OYeHb SICHbIX BblpaXeHUsix, Ha HeobxoaumocTu Gonee
onpeaeneHHbIX UHCTPYKLWIA.

Mbl cugenu B nneTeHbIX Kpecnax, yoobHO noabuTbiX MSArKMMKM MNOAyLWKaMu, B TEHU (PPYKTOBbIX
OepeBbeB, pacTylux B ee OrpoMHOM pfBope. B cBoemM ANWMHHOM KUCEWHOM nnaTtbe, B CBOEW
LUIMPOKOMOMOW LWnganke, obMaxmBasiCb pa3pucoBaHHbIM BEEPOM, OHa BbIrnsgena YernoBeKOM Opyroun
3Moxu.

— 3abyab 06 onpegeneHHON MHGOPMaUUK, — cKasana OHa HeTepnenueo, — OHa He npuHecet Tebe
HUKaKOW MONb3bl.

— OHa obsizaTenbHO gact MHe Maccy noJjie3Horo, — HacrtamBana 4, — 4 OEeNCTBUTENBHO He
NOHMMalo, No4Yemy Tbl HE cAenaellb 3TOro AnAa MeHs, dJnopMHp,a.

— BuHM B 3TOM TOT haKT, YTO S HaxOXyCb B MUpe HarBasns; TOT (PaKT, YTO S XKEHLUHa, U YTOo A
npuHagnexy Apyromy HacTpOeHUHo.

— HacTpoeHunio? Yto Tbl nogpasymeBaellb nog HacTpoeHnem?
OHa nocmoTperna Ha MeHsl Aanekum 6ecnpucTpacTHbIM B3rsiAOM.

— XoTtena 6bl 4, 4TobbI Thbl Cnbiwana ceou cnoea. Kakoe HacTpoeHne? — nepeapasHuna oHa MeHs.
Ee nvuo Bbipasvno npespeHve, — BUOULLL MW, akKypaTHas paccTaHOBKa MbICNEN U Aen He AN MeHs.
Ons meHs NopsdoK OTnM4aeTcs OT akKypaTHOM pacCTaHOBKWM Bellen. 1 He MpOKMMHaK rnyrnocTb U He
UMeto TeprneHuve.

OTO ABNAETCH HACTPOEHUEM.

— 370 3BY4MT YyxacHo, ®nopuHaa. A Obina yBepeHa, YTO B Mupe HareBans foau CTOST Bbllle
MENOYHOCTU U He BeayT cebsi HeTepnenumBeo.

— BbITb B MUpe Hareangd 3Ha4ynT HU4ero He genatb CoO CBOMM HaCcTpoeHueMm, — CKasara OHa, caenas
CMeLLHON, 6Ge3HaaeXHbIN XXeCT, — Tbl XXe BUAMLb, S 6e3yr|pequ HeTepnuma.

— MHe gencTBUTENBHO XOYETCS 3HaTb, YTO O3HaYaeT ObiTb 6e3ynpeyHo HeTEPNUMON.

— 370 o3Havaer, Hanpumep, 4T1o A NOJIHOCTbKO CO3HaK, KakK Tbl Hagoesla MHe CO CBOEM rnyn017|
HaCTOMYMBOCTbLIO, BbiCnpalunBas I'IOﬂ,p06HbIe MHCTPYKUUNWN. Mos HETEPNMMMOCTb FOBOPUT MHE, 4YTO A
OOIMKHa OCTaHoBUTbL Tebs. Ho mos 6e3ynpequc:Tb 3akrnodaeTcs B TOM, 4ToObl 3acTaBuTb Tebs
3amMon4yaTtb HeMeaJ1eEHHO.

Bce 3710 BbiMbeTCA B cregylowee, — npoJorpkana OHa, — €CnuM Tbl, HECMOTPS Ha Moe
npeaynpexaeHne, 6yaewb ynopctBoBaTb B Mpocbbe O NoapoBHOCTSX, YTO BbI3BAHO TOMbKO TBOEK
AYPHOW NPMBLIYKOM UMETb BCE pasKeBaHHbIM, S yaapto Tebs, 4Tobbl Tl ocTaHoBUMach. Ho s HUkoraa He
Oyay cepavTa nnv obuxeHa Ha Tebs.

HecmoTpst Ha ee cepbesHblil TOH, 5 3acMenAnacs.

— Tbl gencTBUTENBHO Byaelwb MeHs 6uTb, PriopuHaa? XopoLwo, Nynu MeHs, ecnu Tebe 3TO HYXHO,
— pobaBuna s, paccMaTpuBasi ee peLunTenbHoe Nuuo, — HO MHEe Hago 3HaTb, YTo A Oyay genatb B
BeHecyane. A cxoxy ¢ yma OT BONHEHuUS.

— Bce BepHO! Ecnu Tbl HacTanBaellb Ha 3HaHUW AeTanewu, KOTOPbI€ A CHUTAK BaXXHbIMWU, A pacCKaxy
Tebe. A HapelcCb, Tbl MOHUMaEllb, YTO Mbl pasfgeneHbl Oes3gHon, un 4yepes3 3Ty 6e3p,Hy Henb3A
ﬂepe6pOCMTb MOCT C MOMOLLb0 6BONTOBHM.

My)K'vll/IHbI MOryT CTPpOUTb MOCTbl M3 CBOUX CIIOB, a XEHLUUHbl HE MOTYyT. Cenvac Tbl nogpaxaetlb
MY>X4YUHaM. KeHLWnHbl aenarT MOCT M3 CBOMX NOCTYMKOB. Tbl 3HaewWwb, YTO Mbl Aaem poxaeHue. Mbl
co3gaeM niogen. A HacTamBato Ha TBOEM OTbe3fe Ans Toro, YTobbl Tbl B OAMHOYECTBE onpegenuna, 4To
ABNAETCA TBOMMU CUJTbHBIMU CTOPOHaMK, a YTO — cnabocTtamum.

— A NnoHMMalto, 0 Yem Tbl roBopuilb, (DJ'IOpI/IH,D.a, HO NpUMn BO BHUMaHME MOe MNMOoJ10XKeHne.
<Dnop|/|H,D,a cMAardymnaco, OT6pOCl/IB pe3|<|/|171 OTBEeT, yXe roToBbIN copBaTbCAd C ee Fy6

— Bce BepHoO, Bce BepHO, — cKasana OHa YCTarlo, )XeCTOM MNpuKa3aB MHe MOCTaBWTb CBOWM CTynN
pPAOoOM C Heill, — A aam Tebe noapobHble AeTanu Toro, YTO A CYMTal BaXKHbIM AnsA TBoel noesaku. K
cyacTblo Ons Tebs, 310 He OygeT NoapoGHON MHCTPYKUMER, 3a KOTOPOM Tbl FOHSieWbCs. Thbl XOYeLlb,
yTOBbl A TOYHO pacnucana TeGe, YTo AenaTb B GyAylleln cUTyauumn 1 Koraa aTo Aenatb. To, O YeMm Thbl
NpocCuLLb, coBeplleHHOo rnyno. Kak g Mory gatb Te6Ge MHCTPYKUMM O TOM, Yero elle He cyliecTByeT?
JNlyywe A pnam Tebe B3aMeH MHCTPYKUMW, Kak NMPUBECTU B MOPSAOK CBOM MbICNW, YyBCTBA U peakuuu.
Wcrnonb3aya ux, Tbl CNpaBULLLCS C N0BGOM BO3MOXHOCTBIO, KOTOpas MOXKeT NpeacTaBnUTbCS.

— Tl 3T0 cepbesHo, PnopuHaa? — cnpocuna s HeJOBEPUUBO.

— 5 cmepTenbHO cepbe3Ha, — yBepusia OHa MeHsl. HakrnoHssicb Bnepeq Ha CBoeM CTyre, oHa
npofosikana roBopUTb, COMPOBOXAAs BCE YNbIGKOW U CMEeXoM, — MepBbiM MOAPOGHLIM MYHKTOM
cyMTaeTCs NpoBeAeHe NHBEHTapusaumm camon cebs.



Buamwb nu, B Mupe Hareana Mbl JOJTKHbI OTBe4YaTb 3a CBOW MOCTYMKNU.

OHa Havana HanomMuHaTb MHe TO, YTO 3Hana O NyTu BomMHa. 3a TO BpeMsi, 4YTO A Bbina ¢ Hen, rosopuna
OHa, A NpoLuna o6LNPHYI0 NPaKTUKY B TSHKEMOW NCMxonornum mupa Hareans. loatomy nobble getanbHble
WHCTPYKUUK, KOTOpble OHa MoOrfa MHe cenyac npenogHecTtyn, daktudeckn 6biny NoapoOHbIM
HaNMOMWHaHWEM O NMyTW BOWHA.

— Ha nyTv BouMHa XeHLmMHa He 4yBCTBYeT cebsi BaXXHOW, — MpOJoInKana oHa, CIIOBHO AeKnamupys
YTO-TO 3ayyeHHOe Hau3yCTb, — TaK KaK Ba)XXHOCTb CMAr4aeT HEeUCTOBCTBO. Ha nyTu BOMHA XEHLUUHbI
cBupenbl. OHU ocTalTCs HEMCTOBO BecnpuctpacTHbIMU Npu Nobbix ycnosusix. OHM He TPebYIT HMYero,
HO roToBbl AaTb cebe Bce, 4YTo yrogHo. OHM HEMCTOBO WLLYT CUrHan M3 Ayliun Bellen B Buge aobporo
CInoBa, YMECTHOrO XeCTa; U Korga OHU HaxXo4AT ero, TO BbipaXaloT CBOK BnarogapHOCTb, yaBauBasi CBOe
HEeNCTOBCTBO.

Ha nyTu BouHa XeHLWmHbl He paccygatoT. OHM HEMCTOBO CTYLLEBbLIBAOTCA 4SS TOro, YTOObI CryLliaTh
n Habnwgatb, NO3TOMY OHM MOTYT MOKOPSATb M ObiTb MOKOPHbIMKM CBOMM nobegutenam, unun ObiTb
no6exxaeHHbIMN BO3BESTMYEHBI NOPAXKEHNEM.

Ha nyTh BOMHA XEHLWWHbl HE COal0TCA. OHun MOryT ObITb NOGeXaeHbI ThiCAUN pas, HO OHM HUKOoraa He
cpatotea. U npesbille BCero, Ha nyTm BOMHa XEeHLNHbI cBOGOAHBI.

He cmes nepebuBaTtb ee, s npodoskana o4apoBaHHO CMOTpPeTb Ha OMopuHAY, XOTS U HEe COBCEM
noHMMarsma To, O YeM OHa roBopuT. 51 MOYyBCTBOBaNa OCTpoe oTYasiHUe, KOr4a OHa ocTaHoBuIack, 6yaTo
el Heyero 6bino 6orblie MHe ckasaTb.

CoBeplLUeHHO He ernas Toro, 1 GECKOHTPOSBHO pacnnakanacbk. S 3Hana, YTto TO, O YeM OHa FOBOPUT,
He MOMOXET MHE peLUnTb CBOW Npobnemsi.

OHa no3Bonuna MHe nonnakatb HEMHOrO, a 3aTem paccmednachb.
— Tbl Ha camoM gene nnadewsb! — HeaoBep4MBO BOCKITMKHYIA OHa.

— Tbl camas beccepgeyvHas n 6ecdyBCTBEHHAs M3 BCEX, KOro s BCTpevana, — ckasana s CKBO3b
pr,EI,aHI/Iﬂ, — Tbl FOTOBa OTI'IpaBI/ITb MeH4dA 6OF 3HaeT Ky,u,a, n gaxe He FOBOpI/ILIJb, 4YTO MHE TaM genaTb.

— Ho s YyXe caenana 310, — CKa3alia OHa, CMOKOMHO yJ'IbI6aFICb.

— To, 4TO Thbl CKa3ana, He UMeeT 3Ha4YeHNs B peanbHOWN XU3HEHHOW CUTyaummn, — CepanTo Bo3pasuna
S, — a cama Tbl BbIMMsAMWLLb, KaK AUKTaTOP, KOTOPbIN BLIKPUKUBAET C TPUOYHbI MO3YHIN.

¢'J'IOpl/IH,D,a BeCeJio CMOoTpersia Ha MeHA.

— Tbl Gydelb yauBneHa, Kak MHOTO MOJb3bl MOXKHO M3BIeYb M3 3TUX MMyMbiX JIO3yHroB, — cKasarna
OHa, — HO celiyac gaeai npuaem K cornalieHunio. F HUKyaa He roHto Te6s. Thl KeHLMHa Ha MyTU BoMHa,
Tbl BOMNbHa [enaTtb Bce, YTO MoXemnaellb, U Tbl 3Haellb 3TO. Thl ellle He MoHAna, YTo MUp HarBans
nosctogy. S He yuntenb Ansa 1ebs; s He HacTaBHUK Ans Tebs; 5 3a TebsA He oTBevato. TonbKo Thl 3a cebs
B oTBeTe. CamMoi TpyadHOW Bellblo, KOTOPYI criedyeT MOHSATb O MUpe Hareans, sIBNsieTcs To, YTO OH
npeanaraeT nosHyto ceoboay. Ho ceoboaa He ocBoGoxaaerT.

A B3ana 1eb6a no CBOe KPbISbILKO U3-3a TOro, YTo y Tebs eCTb ecTecTBEHHasi CNOCOGHOCTb BUAETb
BCE TakK, Kak OHO eCTb, Tbl MOXellb ybpaTb cebs U3 cutyaumum 1 yBuAeTb B 3TOM HEYTO yAUBUTESbHOE.
OT0 gap; Tbl 6biNa poxaeHa Takon. s obbluHbIX ogen TpebyroTcs rogbl, 4Tobbl yopaTe cebs n3 cBoux
3aTpygHeHuUi ¢ camum coboii 1 06pecTy CrocoBHOCTL BUAETL B STOM HEYTO YAUBUTENBLHOE.

He cuutascb ¢ ee noxBanou, s npogomkana 6ecnokomTbca. B KOHLE KOHLIOB OHa ycrnokouna MeHs,
noobeLLas, YTo Nepes MOUM OTbE3A0M ACT MHE NOAPOBHYH MHPOPMALIMIO, KAKYHO S TOMNBbKO NOXenato.

A xpana ee B 3ane oxugaHus asponopTta, Ho driopuHaa He npuvLna.

Yopy4eHHas 1 nepenonHeHHasi XarnocTblo k cebe, 1 Aana BOMO CBOEMY OTYASIHUIO U Pa304apOBaHuI0.
Moa nto6onbITHEIMM B30OpPaMu NPOXOXMUX A cena v 3annakana. A He 4yyBcTBoBana cebs Takon OAMHOKOM
HuKkorga paHblle. Bce, o yem s mMorna gymaTb Torga, Tak 3TO TOMbKO O TOM, UTO HUKTO He MpuLlen
NPOBOAUTbL MEHs, HUKTO HEe MOMOr MHe HecTU MOW YemofaHbl. S Bcerga nornb3oBarnachb ycryramu
POLCTBEHHMKOB M OpPY3€el, NPOBOXABLUMX MEHSI.

drnopvHaa npeaynpexaana MeHsl, Y4To noboi, KTo BbiGpan MUp Hareans, JOfKeH OblTb FOTOB K
HeuctoBoMy opamHodecTBy. OHa $SICHO Bblpasunacb, 4YTO [ONA Hee OAMHOYECTBO O3Ha4yaeT He
YEeOWHEHHOCTb, a (PU3NYECKoe COCTOSIHUE YEeAMHEHHOCTH.

3.

A Hukorga cebe He npeacTaBnsAna, Kakon 3alluilieHHOW Obina Mos Xu3Hb. B komHaTe oTens B
Kapkace, ogHa u 6e3 kakux-HMbyab naen o ToM, YTo Aenatb, A TONbKO ceiyac ucnbiTana oguHo4YecTBo, O
KoTopom rosopuna dnopuHaa.



EnvHcTBEHHOE, YTO A Morna eule genaTb — 9TO CUAETb B KpoBaTW U CMOTPeTb Tenesusop. A He
)Kenana kKacaTbCA CBOWX YEeMOAaHOB M Oaxe nogyMbiBana yneteTb obpaTHo B Jloc-AHmkenec. Mowux
poauTenei B aTo Bpemsi B BeHecyane He 6bIno, a ¢ 6paTbsMun s He CMOrna CO3BOHUTLCS.

Tonbko nocne OrpoMHOro yCUnus S Havana pacnakoBbiBaTb CBOM BellW. M BOpyr Hawna 3anucky,
HanncaHHyto dnopuHOOW; oHa 6blNa akkypaTHO CrnpsiTaHa BHYTPU Napbl CAOXEHHbIX Optok. A xagHo
npouna ee.

"He 6ecnokonca o menodax. Ecnu umeews ybexageHvwe, TO MeENOYM CKMOHHbI MOAYMHATLCH
obcTosTensctBam. TBOMM nnaHoMm MoXeT ObiTb criegyiouiee. Boibepu 4To-HMOYAb M HA30BM 3TO
Havyanom. 3aTeM MamM 1 CTaHb NULOM K Havany. BctaB nuuUoM K nuuy ¢ Havanom, no3Bosib eMy caenatb C
cobown Bce, 4TO yrogHo. A Hagewcb, UYTO TBOWM ybexaeHuss He no3sonAT Tebe BbiOpaTb Havano ¢
npudygamu.

CmMoTpu Ha Belum pearnbHO 1 CKPOMHO. HauHu 3To cenvac!
[nsa Hayana moXelwb genaTtb Bce, YTO Xo4ellb".

ObpeTta pelumTtenbHocTb OnopuHabl, 51 B3dna TenedoH n Habpana Homep mMoen ctapon nogpyru. Y
MeHS1 He BblNno yBEPEHHOCTH, YTO OHa eLLe xuBeT B Kapkace.

Bexnueass gama, oTBeTMBLUAs MHe, [ana HECKONIbKO APYrMX HOMEpPOB, TaK Kak MOsSi 3Hakomasi
HeJonro wuna no 39TOMy agpecy. S Hadana 3BOHUTb BCEM, KOro 3Hana, MHe Henb3s Oblnio
ocTaHaBnmueBaTtbcs. Hayano oBnageno MHOW. B KOHUE KOHLOB S Hallufa CYNpy)Xeckyto napy, KoTopyr
3Hana c getctea. 10 OGbINM Opy3ba Moux poguTtenen. OHM 3axoTenu yBUAETb MEHS HEMEANEHHO.
Cobupasice Ha cBagbby, OHM HACTOANM Ha TOM, YTOObLI A NpucoeauHunachb K HAM. OHK yBEpPSNU MeHs,
41O BCe ByaeT XOpoLuo.

Ha cBagbbe s BcTpeTuna GbIBLUENO CBSILLEHHUKA-Me3ynTa, KOTOpbIA BblN aHTPONonorom-nodutenem.
Mbl nporoBopunM C HUM MHOFO 4acoB noapsid. S pacckasana emMy O CBOEM WHTepece K
aHTPOMOSIOrM4YEeCKUM M3bickaHusaM. Kak 6yaTto oxuaasi OT MeHsi 9TOro, OH Hayasn uvanaratb CropHble
MHEHMS1 O HapoAHbIX LENUWTENsiX, pacKkpbiBasi couManbHyl pofb, KOTOPYK OHW UrpanM B CBOEM
OKPYXXEHUN.

A He ynomMmuHana uenuTenen Unu UenuTenbcTBO BooOLLE, KaKk BO3MOXHOE HanpasJrieHne Mounx
M3bICKAHWI, XOTA OHWN U CTOSNN OS5 MEHSA Ha nepBoM nnaHe.

BmecTo 4yBCTBa pagocTu, YTO OH, Kasanocb Obl, crneayeT MOMM COKPOBEHHbLIM XXenaHusiM, s1 Hadana
onacaTtbCsl, YTO CTOH Ha rpaHu cpbiBa. Korga e OH ckasan, YTo MHe He criegyeT nocelwjaTb ropoaok
CopTec, XOTs ero v NpUHATO cuMTaTb LEHTPOM CnvpuTMama B 3anagHol BeHecyane, s novyBcTBOBana,
YTO OH MHe Hagoen Ao YepTukoB. OH, Kasanock, NPeaBOCXULLAN KaXabli MOW wwar. 3To Obl UMEHHO TOT
ropofok, kyaa s cobmpanacb Cbe3auTb, €CIN HE CIyYUTCs Yero-Hnbyab eLue.

A BrnonHe onpaegana cebsa U yxe cobupanacb MOKMHYTb CBSILLEHHWKA, KOrga OH [OBOJSbHO
KPUKMMBbLIM TOHOM CKasasl, YTO MHE HYXHO Cepbe3HO nodymaTtb O noesfke B KypMuHy, B ceBepHyo
BeHecyany, roe s morna 6bl HalMTM cbeHOMeHanbHy yaady, Tak kak ropof 6bifl HOBbIM M UCTUHHBIM
LEHTPOM CNNpUTU3Ma M 3HaxapcTea.

— 4 He NOHUMato, Kak U OTKyAa, HO S 3HAl, YTO Thl 4O CMEPTU XO4Yellb BCTPETUTLCS C BegbMamu
KypMWHBI, — cka3an OH CyXMM AenoBbIM TOHOM.

OH B3An KycoK Oymarm u HayepTun kapTy obractu. 3artemM OTMETUNT TOYHble pacCTOsiHUSA B
knnoMmeTpax oT Kapkaca OO pasHbiX MecT, rge, Kak OH TFOBOPWI, XUMW CAMpUTbI, Maru, BeObMbl U
3Haxapu. OH ygenun ocoboe BHUMaHue nmexHn Mepcegec lNepanbThl. CoBepLUeHHO 6ecco3HaTenbHO OH
Bblenun ero, CHavyana okpyXmuB ero, a 3ateM Ha4yepTNB BOKPYI HEro XXUPHOW NUHNEN KBaapar.

— OmHa cnnputyannucTka, BegbMa MU 3HaxXapKa, — CKasall OH, yJ'IbI6aFICb MHEe, — Tbl, HaBepHoe,
3axo4ellb nosnaaTb ee?

A 3Hana, o0 KoM OH roBopuT. o pykoBoacTBoM PropuHAbl 1 BCTpeyanacb M COTpygHu4ana co
cnuputamu, maramu, BegbMamu n 3Haxapsmu CeBepHoi Mekcuku M cpeau NaTUHCKOTO HaceneHus
HXXHOW KanudopHun. C camoro Havana dnopuHaa gana MHe ux krnaccugukaumio. Cnmputbl 9BNAOTCA
npakTukamu, KOTopble YMONSAT AyLM CBATBLIX WU YepTen 3acTynNUTbCS 3a HUX, @ B HEKOTOPLIX Cryvasx
— 3a ux naumeHToB. Vx dyHKUMA 3aknovaeTcsa B TOM, YTOObI BOUTU B KOHTAKT C AyXaMu U UCTOMKOBaTb
ux coBeTbl. CoBeTbl AalTcsi NMOCPEACTBOM BCTPEY, HA KOTOpble BbI3blBAlOT AyxoB. Marm n BegbMbl
ABNAIOTCA NpaKTMKaMu, KOTOpble BMMSIOT HA CBOUX MaUMEHTOB HernocpeacTBEHHO. C MOMOLLbIO 3HAHUS
OKKYNbTHbIX HayK OHW MpUKNagblBaldT HEM3BECTHbIE M HernpeackasyeMble 3NIeMeHTbl K OBYM Tunam
nogen, KoTopble MNPUXOOAT MOCMOTPETb Ha HUX. OTO NaUMEHTbl, WLyLLME MOMOLUM, W KIUEHTbI,
Xaxaylwine B3IMsHYTb Ha Marndeckue fgerna. Llenutenu aBRsiOTCA npakTMKamu, KOTOpble CTPeMATCS
WCKIMIOYNTENBHO K BOCCTAHOBIEHMIO 300POBbS 1 Bnarononyyus.

<Dnop|/|H,D,a noAcTtpaxoBalachb, OHa BKInk4una B 3Ty KﬂaCCVI(*)VIKaLI,I/HO BCE BO3MOXHble KJ'IaCCI/I(*)MKaLI,I/IM
ITUX TpexX.



B wyTtnueon dhopme, HO CO BCEN CEPbE3HOCTbLIO, OHa yTBEp)KAana, YTo B BOMNPOCe BOCCTaHOBEHUS
300pOBbS 51 MpeapacrnonoXeHa BepuTb, YTO He 3anagHble MeToAbl MeHee 3(PdEKTNBHbI, YeM MeauUMHa
3anaga. OHa nosicHMna, 4YTo s owubalChb, He MOHUMAas, YTO fleYeHMe 3aBUCUT OT MPAKTUKYHOLLEro
neyeHune, a He OT 3HaHus Tena. OHa yTBepXxgana, YTo He 3anagHblX METOAOB JNIeYEHWs!, Kak OTOAeNbHON
BeLUW, HET, MOCKOMbKY feyeHne, B OTNNYME OT MeOUUMHbI, He ABMSeTcs 0POPMIIEHHON AMUCLMMINMHON.
dropvHaa wWyTuna Hago MHOW, BbICMEMBAas MOW NpeapacCcydoK BepuTb B TO, YTO €CnU MauueHT
BbISIEYMIICA C MOMOLLBIO NIEKAPCTBEHHBIX PacTeHWi, Maccaxa WM MarmyeckvMx 3akrMHaHun, To nmbo
fbornesHb Oblna ncuxocomaTMyeckon, nMBO neyeHve ObINo pe3ynbTaTtoM  BE3eHWs, CHacTIIMBOM
CNy4anHOCTK, K KOTOPOWN CaM MPaKTUK HE UMEET HNUKaKOro OTHOLLEHUS.

drnopvHaa Gbina ybexaeHa, YTo YerloBeK, KOTOpbIV yAayHO BOCCTaHaBNMBaET 340poBbe, Oyab OH
AOKTOP WM HapOoAHbI LUenuTenb, SBNSETCS TeM, KTO MOXET U3MEHSTb (pyHOAaMeHTarnbHble OLLYLLEeHUs]
Tena o cebe M CBOMX CBSI3IX C MMPOM — TO €CTb TOT, KTO MPedoCTaBnsieT CBOW YyM U Terlo HOBbIM
BO3MOXHOCTSAM, MPX MOMOLLM KOTOPbIX MOTYT BbiTb CMOMaHbl NPUBbLIYHbIE (POPMbI LLIABIOHOB, KOTOPLIM
TENo 1 yM NpuyYeHbl NOAUYMHATLCS.

CDnopMH,qa Ao5ro cMmedracb, Korga 4 Bblpa3uiia UCKpeHHEee yamBIeHne, BbiClyLllaB nogobHble Mbicnn,
OblBLUME B TO BpeMAa Ona MeHdA peBOJTIOUMOHHbIMU. OHa ckasana MHe, 4YTO BCe, O YeM OHa roBopur,
nponcxognT OT 3HaHUA, KOTOpOE OHa AeJyinT CO CBOUMU CNyTHUKaMM B MUPE Harearn4.

Cnenys VHCTPYKUMAM, AaHHbIM OnopuHOOW B 3anucKe, S NO3BOMuMNa CUTyaumMn BECTU MeHs; S gana
el pasBUTbCA C MWHMMaIbHbIM BMELIATENbCTBOM C MOEN CTOpOHbl. S 4yBCTBOBana, Y4TO [JOJKHA
nepeexaTb B KypMUHY U yBUAETL KEHLLUMHY, O KOTOPOI rOBOPUI GbIBLUWIA CBSILLIEHHUK-NE3YWT.

Korga s BnepBble npuexana B gom Mepcegec lNepanbTbl, MHE NPULLNOCL HEMHOIO MOAOXAATb B
3aTEMHEHHOM Kopuaope, Npexae Yem 5 ycrbllana ronoc, 3s8aBLUNA MEHSI U3-3a NMOPTbEePbI, CRYKUBLUEW
ABepblo. A nogHAnack No AByM CTyneHbkaM, Bedywmm B 6ombluyto, cnabo OCBELLEHHY0 KOMHaTy, rae
YyBCTBOBAINCH 3anax curap M Hawartbips. Heckonbko CBeYeln, ropeBLUMX HA MacCMBHOM anTape Yy
AarnbHew CTeHbl, OCBellanu CTaTy3TKM W KapTWHbl CBATbIX, PacCTaBfE€HHble BOKPYr obnayeHHoW B
ronybyto maHTMi0 AesBbl M3 KopomoTo. 37O Obifla MNpekpacHo Bbipe3aHHas CTaTyd C KpacHbIMM
cMelwuMmncs rydbamu, pymsiHbIMK LLeKamMu 1 rmas3amu, KoTopble, Kasanocb, npucTanbHO CMOTPenu Ha
MEHS1 CHUCXOAUTENbHBIM U BCENPOLLAIOLLMM B30POM.

A 4yTb-4yTb Npowmna. B yrny, noyTu ckpblTas Mexzay antapemM U BbICOKMM MPSIMOYrOSbHbIM CTOMOM,
cupena Mepcepec MepanbTta. OHa kasanack Cnsillen, ee ronoBa OTKMHYNacb Ha CNWHKY CTyna, rnasa
6binn 3akpbITl. OHa BbIrMadena o4eHb cTapol. A Hukorga He BuAena Takoro nuua. [axe B cBoeW
CMOKOMHOW HEMOABWXHOCTM OHO BblaaBano nyrawowyto cuny. OTéneck cBedvei ckopee cmsryan, 4yem
noaYepkMBan peLNTENbHOCTb, OTNeYaTaHHYo B CETU MOPLLUVH.

OHa MeAneHHo oTKpbINa rnasa — oHW ObInY OrPOMHBIMU, MUHAAMNBHON DOPMbI.

Benku ee rnas HesameTHO MeHANM cBon uBeT. CHayana ee rnasa ObiNyM NOYTU MYCTbIMWU, 3aTEM OHU
OXUNN N MpUCTanNbHO MOCMOTPENN Ha MEHA C TPEBOXHOW MNpsMOToW pebeHka. [MpoLlno HecKonbKo
CeKkyHO M MOCTeneHHO nog ee MnpucTanbHbIM B3rnsgoM, KOTOPbI He Obin HM BpaxgebHbiM, Hu
APYXentobHbIM, 1 HaYana YyBCcTBOBaTb cebs HeyaobHo.

— Jo6pbiit aeHb, goHbA Mepcenec, — NpuBETCTBOBaNa s ee npexae, YeM OKOHYaTernbHO NoTepaTb
BClO CBOW XpabpocTb M yGexaTb M3 goMa, — Moe ums dnopuHaa [doHHep, M s 6yay oueHb
NPAMONUHENHON, YTOBbI He 3aHMMaTb TBOE LiEHHOe BpeMms.

OHa HeCKosbKO pa3 MUrHyna, noAacTpaveas CBou rnasa, 4tobbl NPoaomKaTb CMOTPETL HA MEHS.

— A npuexana B BeHecyany nsyyatb MeToapl neveHns, — npogorkana s, npuobpeTas yBepeHHOCTb,
— 51 y4yCb B YHMBEPCUTETE B COELAMHEHHbIX LUTAaTaX, HO MHE MO-HACTOSLEMY HPaBUTCS ObITb 3HAaXapKOW.
A mory nnatute Tebe, ecnu Tbl MPUMELLb MEHS, KaK ydeHuuy. Ho gaxe ecnu Tbl He MpUMELLb MEHS B
yYeHULbl, 1 MOTY 3annaTuTb Tebe 3a Noby MHOopMaLMIo, KOTOPYIO Thl MHE CMOXELLb AaTb.

Crapas XeHLWMHa He ckasana Hu cnoBa. OHa XXeCTOM npurnacuna MeHsi cecTb Ha TabyperT, 3aTem
nogHsanacb U MocMoTpena Ha MeTanfMyeckuin npegMmeT, NnexasBlwun Ha crtone. Ha ee nuue Obino
KOMUn4yeckoe Bblpa)KeHI/Ie, Korga oHa BHOBb I'IOCMOTpeJ'Ia Ha MeH4.

— Y70 370 32 annapaTt? — cnpocuna s 0TBaXHO.
— 370 Mopckon komnac, — HeBpexXHO ckasana OHa, — OH FOBOPUT MHE BCAKOro poda BeLUw.

OHa nogHsina ero 1 nonoxuna Ha CaMyro BEpPXHIOK MOJIKY CTEKNAHHOro 6ycbeTa, KOTOprVI cToAn y
I'IpOTI/IBOI'IOJ'IO)KHOVI CTEHblI. I'Io—aw:mmomy, ee oceHuna 3abaBHas MbICIb U OHa Ha4ana CMesiTbCs.

— [a, a gam Tebe noboro poaa I/IH(*)OpMaLI,I/IPO O 3HaxapcTtBe, HO HE NOTOMY, YTO Thbl NPOCULLBb MEHA
00 aTom, a noToOMYy, 4YTO Tebe nosesno. A y>Ke 3Hak 3TO HaBepHAKa. Yero s He 3Halo, Tak 3TO CuibHa Nn
Thbl.

CTapaﬂ XeHLWnHa Ha Mur 3amonvana, a 3ateM BHOBb 3aroBopuiia rooMkKmm LenoTom, coBepLueHHO
He rmaga Ha MeHd; ee BHUMaHue NnpuBrekno 4YT1o-T1o, Haxogsdlleecda BHYTPU CTEKINAHHOIo 6y(1)eTa.



— Ypaavya n cuna — BOT BCe, Ha YTO MOXHO nonaraTbCsl, — cKasana oHa, — & NoHana, 4Yto Thbl
Beay4asi, TO HOYbtO, Koraa Buaena Tebs Ha nnowaau, Tel elle CMoTperna Ha MeHs.

— 41 He 3Hal0, 0 YeM Tbl TOBOPULLIbL, — CKa3ana fi.

Mepcenec [NepanbTa nNOBepHynacb NMUOM KO MHE M BAPYr 3axoxoTania Tak CTpaHHO, 4To
onpedeneHHo Havana gymatb o ee 6esaymmmn. OHa packpbina CBOW POT TaK LUMPOKO, YTO S yBuaana
HECKOITbKO KOpPEHHbIX 3y0OB, KOTOpbIE Y HEE elle ocTanncb. 3aTeM OHa Pe3Ko OCTaHOBMNAaCh, Cena Ha
cBOM CTyn U Ha4ana HaCTamBaTb Ha TOM, YTO BuOena MeHa pOBHO OABE Heaelnn Ha3aj Nno3gHO HOYbK Ha
pbiHOYHOM nnowiaan. OHa o6bscHMNa MHe, 4YTO Oblna ¢ ApyroM, KOTOPbIA BE3 €e A0OMOW 13 NpUBpexHoro
nocernka co CnMpuMTUYECKOro ceaHca. XoTd ee gpyr n 6bin 03agadveH, yBuaeBs MeHsi OAHY MNO34HO HOYbIO,
OHa CaMa HN4YYyTb HEe yamnmBunacho.

— Tbl MIHOBEHHO HaMOMHWIA MHE KOe-Kkoro, — ckasarna oHa, — 3To 6bino nocne nonyHoun. Tbl
ynbibanacb MHe.

A He mMorna NpUNOMHUTBL TO, O YEM OHa roBopwna wnu To, 4To 4 6bina ogHa Ha nnowagu B CTofMb
nosgHun 4vac. Ho ato morno 6biTh; OHa BMAena MeHs B Ty HO4Yb, Korga s npuexana m3 Kapkaca. A
HampacHO oXugana Lenyl Hegento, YTOo KOHYUTCA AOXAb, U B KOHLE KOHLOB PUCKHyNa BblexaTb U3
Kapkaca B KypMuHy.

MHe BbINo NpPeKpacHO U3BECTHO, YTO 34eChb GbIBAOT YaCTble OMOM3HU, TakK YTO BMECTO ODObIYHbLIX ABYX
YyacoB MyTW MoesdKka 3aHsna Bce 4yeTblpe. B To Bpems, korga 8 npuexana, BeCb ropod cran, s e
3aHanacb nouckamm obwexutusa BOMM3M OT PbIHOYHOW Mrfolwaan, KOTopoe MHe MopekoMeHaoBan
ObIBLLWI CBALLIEHHUK.

OHa nopasuna MeHsi CBOMM YNOpCTBOM B TOM, YTO SKOObI 3Hana, 4To A npuexana pagu Hee, C Lenbio
yBMAETbCA C Hel. Torga s pacckasana €r O OblBLUEM CBSALLEHHUKE, U O TOM, YTO OH FOBOPUIT MHE Ha
cBagbbe B Kapkace.

— OH npsIMO-TakM HacTausan, 4Tobbl A noBmpganacb ¢ To6oW, — ckasana s, — OH roBOPWI, YTO
TBOMMM Mnpeakamu ObiM mMarm M 3Haxapw, 3HaMEHUTbIE B KONOHWarbHble BPEMEHA, M YTO OHU Jaxe
npecrnefoBanucb CBATON UHKBU3ULMEN.

I'Ipo6neCK yOUBIIEHNA MEJIbKHYIT B €€ rasax.

— Tbl 3HaeLWb, 4YTO B T€ AHM OOBUHEHHLIX BEAbM MNbITanMcb O0TNpaBuTb 13 KaptareHa B Konymouio? —
cnpocuna oHa 1 TyT Xe npogorpkana: — BeHecyana He Gbina Takon BaXXHOW CTpaHOMW, YTOObl MMETb CBOM
WHKBM3UTOPCKMIA TpuOyHamn, — oHa caenana naysy W, rmsgs MHe npsiMo B rrasa, crnpocuna: — rae Tbl
nepBOHaYanbHO NnaHMpoBarna uly4yaTb 3Haxapckue metoapl?

— B wrarte Apaky, — HeonpegeneHHo ckasana .
— CopTtec? — cnpocuna oHa, — Mapus JInoHsa?

A kmBHyna ronosou. CopTtec Obin Tem ropogom, rge cocpegotouunca KyneT Mapuu JIMOH3bI
[foBopunu, 4YTO poXAeHHas OT MHAEWCKOW MNPUHLIECCHI W UCMAaHCKOro KoHkucTagopa, Mapus JlvoHsa
umena ceepxbecTecTBeHHble cunbl. CerogHa B BeHecyane ee nouvTatoT ThiCAYM NIOOENA, KaK camyio
CBATYIO U YyOECHYIO XEHLLNHY.

— Ho 5 npuHsina coBeT ObiBLIEro CBsLLEHHMKa M npuexana B KypMuHy, — ckasana s, — noToM
neperosopwna ¢ AByMs 3Haxapkamu, 1 06e OHW COLUMUCb Ha TOM, YTO Tbl cCamMasl 3HatoLLas, U TOMNbKO Thbl
MOXe€LLb 06BACHUTL MHE TalHbl 3HaxapCTBa.

A pacckazana em o0 MeTodax, KOTOpPbIM XOTena cregoBaTb nNpu  obydeHum: s xoTena
HenocpeacTBEHHO HabnwgaTe M yyacTBOBaTb B Kakmx-NMbO 3HaxapCKMx ceccusix, npu 3TOoMm, Mo
BO3MOXHOCTU, 3anucbiBad UX Ha MarHUTOQOH, U, YTO BaxHee Bcero, 6ecegoBaTb C MauveHTamu, 3a
KOTOpbIMK Habntogana.

Crapasi )xeHLluHa K1Bana MHe, BpeMsi OT BpeMeHU Xuxukas. K Moemy Benvyailiemy yamBneHuo, oHa
MOMHOCTbIO corfacunacb Ha npeanioxeHHble MHoWM ycnous. OHa C ropgocTbio cooblimna MHe, 4To
HeCKONMbKO neT TOMy Ha3aA c Hel bGecepoBan ncuxonor Kapkacckoro yHuBepcuTeTa, KOTOpbIA Aaxe
NpPorocTun B ee JOME LieNyo HeAerno.

— [Jymato, 4yto Tebe GyaeT BbirogHel nepeexatb Cloda W XUTb CO MHOW, — MPEAnoXuna oHa, —
KOMHAaT B 3TOM JOMe J0CTaTOYHO.

A npuHaAna ee npurnalweHne, HO ckasana, YToO pacCyYWUTbIBAKD OCTaTbCsA 34eCb MO KpalHen mepe Ha
nonroga. OHa 6bina HeBo3MyTMMa. o ee croBaM, s MOrna ocTaBaTbCsi C HEN rofpl.

— A papa Tebe, Mysusa, — npubasuna oHa Msrko.

A ynbibHynack. XoTs S pogunack 1 Belpocna B BeHecyane, BCIO xM3Hb MeHs1 HasbliBanu Mysus. 91o
06bI4HO NpeHeBpeXUTENbHLIN TEPMUH, HO B 3aBUCUMOCTU OT TOHAa, B KOTOPOM OH MPOU3HOCUTCS, €ro

MOXHO MOHWMaTb, KaK NMackKOBOE BblpaXeHWe, OTHocsLleecs K nobomy, KTo siBnsieTcss 6enokypbiM u
ronybornasbim.



4.

HanyraHHasa cnabbiM LIOpOXOM OOKKU, MpoLlenecTesLlUer No3aan MeHsl, 9 pacKpblyia CBOM rrasa u
ycTaBunachb Ha CBevy, ropsilyto Ha antape B NonytbMe KOMHaTbl. [111amMs MUTHYIO U UCMYCTUO TOHKYHO
YEpHYI HUTb AbiMa. Ha cTeHe BbICTynMNa TeHb XEHLWWHbI C Mankon B pyke. TeHb, kasanocb, Obina
OKpY)XEHa YaCTOKOJIOM MYXKCKUX W XKEHCKUX FOSioB, KOTOPbIE C 3aKpbITbiIMW Ffasamu cugenu psaoM co
MHOW Ha CTapbiX OepeBSHHbIX CTYrbsX, pacCTaBMEHHbIX MO Kpyry. H egBa cmorna nogaBuTb HEpPBHOE
XUXWKaHbe, NOHsAB, YTO 3To Mepcegec lMepanbTa, kKOTOpas BKNagblBaeT B POT KaXdoro u3 Hac 6onblune
camogernbHble curapbl. 3aTeMm, CHSIB C anTtaps CBevy, OHa Aana Kaxgomy NpukypuTb OT Hee, U, HaKoHeLl,
nepecrtaBuna CBOW CTyN B LLeHTpP kpyra. [My6oKMM MOHOTOHHBLIM rOfIOCOM OHa Havana neTb HEMOHATHbIE,
4YacTo NOBTOPAKOLLMECS 3aKNNHAHWS.

CaepxaB MpUCTYN Kalufsi, S NonbiTanacb CUHXPOHU3NPOBATbL MOE KYpEeHWE C BbICTPbIMK 3aTsKKamm
nogen BoKpyr MeHsi. CkBO3b MPOCTYNUBLUME Crie3bl S crleaurna 3a UX Cepbe3HbiMU, OKaMeHEeBLUMMMU
nMuamMm, KOTopble C KaXKOOW 3aTshKKOM CTAHOBWUMMCH BCE XMBEE WU XUBee, MoKa He Hadvanu KasaTbCs
pacTBopsiolMMKUCs B cryctuBemcs Abime. [logobHo ©OectenecHomy o6bekTy, pyka Mepcegec
MepanbTbl MaTepuanuaoBanacb n3 3Toro napoobpasHoro TymaHa. LlenkHyB nanbLamu, OHa HECKONbKO
pa3 Ha4depTuna B BO34yxe 8006pa>i<ae|v|b|e NINHNKN, CcOeUuHALWNEe YeTblpe rTNaBHblE TOYKU (CTOpOHbI
cBeTa).

Moapaxasi ApyrvM, s Ha4ana packauuBaTtb CBO rOMOBY Brepes v Ha3aj B pUTMe CO Liefykamu ee
nanbLEB U ee HU3KOToMochklX 3aknuHaHWi. VIrHopupysi pacTyLyto TOLIHOTY, s 3acTaBuna cebs aepxarb
rnasa Tak, 4tobbl He POKYCMpPOBAaTLCA Ha OTAENMbHbIX AeTansix TOro, YTo MPOUCXOAMNIIO BOKPYr MeHs. 3TO
ObINo NepBbIV pa3, koraa MHe paspeLunnv NpUCyTCTBOBaTb Ha BCTPEYE CNMPUTOB.

[oHbs Mepcep,ec cnyxuna meamymom m CBA3HbIM OYXOB.

Ee cobGcTBeHHOe onpedeneHne CnUpUTOB Mano Y4eM OoTinyanocb oT o6bsicHeHust ®nopuHabl, 3a
WCKIMoYeHeM TOro, YTO OHa Npu3HaBana eLe oAuH He3aBMCKMMBIN knacc: meanymoB. OHa onpegensna
MeauymoB, Kak NpPOBOASILLMX NOCPEAHMKOB, CIyXKalLUMX KaHanoM, C NMOMOLLbI KOTOPOro AyXW BblipaxatoT
cebs. OHa nosicHuna, Yto MegnmymMbl HE3aBUCUMbI MOTOMY, YTO OHWU He MpUHAANeXaT HU K OOHOW U3 Tpex
kaTeropmit. Ho oHu Mornu 6biTb BCEMU YETbIPbMS KATEFOPUSIMA B OOHOM.

— B komHaTte HaxoguTca cuna, KoTopada MeuwaeT MHe, — BHe3anHo npepean 3aklinMHaHuA OOHbU
Mepcenec myxckon ronoc.

TrneHve curap HanomHUMO AbIMHBIA Mpak rrnasaMu O0GBMHSIEMbIX, Pe3ko 06opBanochb rpynnoBoe
©opmoTaHue.

— A BMXY ee, — CKasalla OHa, BCKakmBasa CO CBOero crtyna. OHa nepexoguna OT 4erioBeka K
4yerioBeky, genasd Ha MrHoeeHmne nays3y OKOJ10 KaXaoro.

£ BcKpukHyna oT 60nu, korga novyBCTBOBasia HEUYTO, PE3KO YKOIOBLUEE MOE MIeYo.
— Wamn 3a MHOW, — LUenHyna oHa MHe Ha yxo0, — Tbl HE B TpaHce.

Bosick, 4To A1 ByQy conpoTUBNATLCS, OHA TBEPAO B3sNia MEHS 3a PyKy M OTBena K noptbepe, kKoTopas
cnyxuna ABepblo.

— Ho Tbl cama npocuna MeHs NpuiTU, — cKasana s en npexne, YeM OHa BbITONKHyra MeHs 13
KOMHaTbl, — S HUKOMY He NoMeLlato, eCfiv TUXO MOCUXY B Yriy.

— Tbl nomeLlaeLwb ayxam, — npoiwlenTtana oHa 1 6eCL1JyMHO 3afepHyna 3aHaBecC.

£ nowna Ha KyxHio B 3aJHIOI0 YacTb AOoMa, rge 06blvHO paboTana no Hovam, AUKTYS Ha MarHMTodoH
M KOMMOHYSl CBOM MOHEMHOry pacTyliue noneeBble 3ameTkn. A Hayana 3anucbiBatb BCe TO, 4TO
npou3oLuno Ha BcTpeye. MonbiTka BCNOMHUTL BCe AeTanu cobbiTust Unu Bce crnosa Gecenbl Bceraa bbina
nydLwei Mmepoit 60pbGbl C 0ANHOYECTBOM, KOTOPOE MNOCTOSIHHO HakaTbIBano Ha MeHS.

A pabotana go Tex nop, noka He nodyeBcTBOBana cebsi COHHOM, MOU rnasa yctanu — CBeTa SIBHO He
xBaTtano. A cobpana MarHUTOOHHbIE NEHTbI MU OymMary 1 NoLuna B CBOK KOMHATY, PacrofoXeEHHYO B
APYroM KoHUe Aoma. Ha mur s octaHoBMnacb Ha BHYTpPeHHeM natno. Moe BHUMaHuWe npUBMEKM
nepemMeHuYMBble NSATHA JyHHOro cBeTa. Crabblii BeTepok Oyaopakun BETBM BUHOrpPagHbIX 103, WX
3ybyaTble TEHU PUCOBANY XUBOMUCHLIE KPYKEBHbIE Y30Pbl HA KMPMUYHON KNaake BHYTPEHHEro ABopa.

Mpexae, Yem yBMOETb XKEHLUMHY, 51 MoYyBCcTBOBana ee npucytcteve. OHa cuaena Ha 3emne, noyTu
CKpbiTas GonblUMMK TEpPPaKoOTOBLIMU FOPLUKAMU, packugaHHbIMU Mo Bcemy natuo. [lywucras KonHa
BOIOC BeH4Yarna ee ronosy 6enbiM HAMOOM, HO ee TEMHOE NULI0 OCTaBarnoch HESICHLIM U CMELLaHHbIM C
TEHSIMW BOKPYT Hee.

A Hukorga paHblue He Buaena ee B goMe. Mol nepBoHauvanbHbIA UCNyr paccesrncs, korga €l
nogymana, Yto 9TO HaBepHsKa ofdHa M3 noApyr AoHbM Mepcedec, a, BO3MOXHO, U ee nauueHTka, Unu
Aaxe poacTeeHHMUa Kangenspun, KoTopasi 0XnaaeT ee BO3BpaLleHUsi CO CMPUTUYECKOro ceaHca.

— lMpocTute MeHs, — ckasana a1, — 9 34ecb HoBeHbkKas. A paboTalo ¢ goHbelt Mepcegec.
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YKeHwmHa kuBHyna mHe. Kasanocb, oHa 3Hana, o 4YemMm S roeopto. Ho oHa He npopoHuna HU crosa.
Opepxvnmas HeoObACHMMOW TPEBOroOW, si MOMbiTanacb CNPaBUTbCA C UCTEPUYECKMM wucnyrom. #
3acTaBuna cebs MOBTOPATb, YTO HET MPUYMH AN NaHVKM B TOM, YTO CTapasl >XeHLMHa cugena Ha
KOpTOuKax B NaTuno.

— Bbl 30ecb Ha ceaHce? — cnpocuna st HeyBepeHHbIM rofI0COM.

>KeHLnHa yTBEpANTENBHO KMBHYIIA rOSTIOBOW.

— A Toxe 6bina TaM, — ckasana s, — HO AoHbs Mepcegec nporHana MeHsi.
£ Bopyr novyBcTBOBana obneryeHue 1 3axorena NOCMeATbCSA Ha cuTyaumen.

— Tbl 6oMbCcA MEHSA? — BHe3arnHo cnpocuna crapasa XeHwunHa. Ee ronoc 6bin PE3KUM, CKpUMNy4ynm u1
BCe Xe MOJ104bIM.

A 3acmesanacb. MHe xoTenocb NErkoMbICNEHHO COBpaTb €W, HO 4YTO-TO CAepXMBano MeHs. A
ycrblllana CBOW rofoc, KOTOpbIN rOBOPMI O TOM, Kak st Oblnia HanyraHa eto.

— lMongem co MHOW, — NO-A4enoBOMY NMpUKasana MHe >XXeHLUUHa.

Moeli nepBon peakunen 6bi1o nocnegoBaTth 3a HEW, HO BMECTO 3TOro S yCrbllana, YTo roBopko TO, O
Yem roBopuTb He cobupanacb: — S 3akoH4YMna cBot paboTy. Ecnm Thbl xodelwb NOroBopuUTb CO MHOW,
Jernamn aTo 34ecb 1 cenyac.

— A npukasbiBato Tebe, nan 3a MHon! — 3akpuyana oHa.

Bcsi aHeprust moero Tena, kasarnocb, ToT4ac e BbiTekna u3 meHs. OgHako st 3asiBuna:; — lMovemy Tbl
He npuKaxelb cebe ocTaBaTbCs 30eCh?

A He morna NnoBEPUTb, YTO CKa3aJjia MMEeHHO Tak. A 6bina rotoBa M3BUHUTLCS, KOraa CTpaHHbIIZ 3anac
QHEepPrmn Bnusicd B Moe TeJ10 U A NnoYyBCTBOBaa cebs noytn nopg KOHTpOIeEM.

— [loctynan, kak 3Haewb, — cKasana >eHWWHa W BCTana, BbiNpsMuMBLWKUCE. Ee pocT 6bin
HeBoobpasumbim. OHa pocna 1 pocna, Noka ee KOMeH He OKasanucb Ha ypoBHE MOUX rnas.

B atot mur 4 no4vyyBecCcTBOBasa, 4To MOA 3HEeprna OoCTaBndeT MeHA, U A4 Ucnyctuna cepurd OUKNX
NPOH3UTESIbHbIX BOMnen.

KaHﬂ,eJ’IﬂpMﬂ Oerom cnewunna Ko MHe. I'Ipem,qe 4yeM A ycneria BAOXHYTb BO3QyX U 3aKpun4yatb CHOBaQ,
OHa npocKo4uia paccTtodaHne mexay KOMHaTOW, rae npoxogwuna BCTpeda cnmpuTtos, 1 nNaTuo.

— YXe BCe B nopsaake, — NOBTOpPASsia OHa J1aCKOBbIM roJloCOM, HO 4 He Morfia OCTaHOBUTb Cyadopor,
COTpACaBLWNX MOe Tero. A 3aTem, He Xenas Toro, S pacnnakanacb.

— A He pomxkHa 6bina ocTaeBnATb Teba HaeaMHe, — cKa3ana OHa M3BMHSIOWMMCS TOHOM, — HO KTO
6l nogyman, 4to Mysusa cMoxeT yBuaeTb ee?

I'Ipe>+<,£|,e, 4yeM Apyrne y4acCTHUKMU BCTpEeYU BbIWIIM MOCMOTPETb, YTO CIy4UIOChb, KaHD,eJ'IFIpVIFI yBena
MeHA Ha KYXHH. OHa nomorna MHe cecTb 1 Jana cTakaH poma.

A nuna n pacckasbiBana e 0 TOM, YTO MPOM3OLLIIO B Natuo. B TOT MOMEHT, Korga s 3akoH4una u pom,
1 CBOW OTYET, 9 NOYyBCTBOBana cebs COHHOWN, OTBMIEYEHHOM, HO BOBCE HE MbSHOWN.

— OcTaBb Hac opHux, Kangenspusi, — ckasana [noHbs Mepcegec, Bxogs B MOK KOMHaTy.
KaHoensipust ynoxuna MeHst B MOocCTenb, 3acTenuB KpoBaTb M Ans cebsi, 4tobbl ObiTb 34ech, Korga s
NPOCHYCb.

— £l He 3Hato, 4TO roBopuTb 00 aTOM, — Ha4vana AoHbS Mepcep,ec nocne gonroro Moji4aHunda, — HO
Tbl — MeQnyMm. # 3Hana aTo ¢ camoro Havana, — ee JINXopaao4yHble rnasa, Ka3asnocCh, ObINM NoABeLLEHbI
B I'Ip03pa‘-IHOl7I CY6CTaHLI,VII/I, OHa BHMMaTEJIbHO n3y4arna moe nnuo.

— EAWHCTBEHHBIN CMbICI TOrO, YTO OHM NO3BONUIM Tebe NPUCYTCTBOBAaTb Ha CeaHce, 3aKr4aeTcd B
TOM, YTO Thbl Be€3y4ad. Me/J,VIyMbI Be3y4une.

HeCMOTpﬂ Ha CBOU onaceHud, A paccMmednacsb.
— OTO0 HE CMELLHO, — CKa3ara oHa npegocrteperawouie, — 310 O4eHb Cepbe3HO.

B matuo Tbl BbidBana gyx 6e3 yben-nmbo nomowm. VI cambli 3HAUMTENbHBIN OyX, Aylwla OOHOro u3
MOMX MNpedkoB npuwna k tebe. OHa NPUXOAUT OYeHb Peako, HO ecnu NPUXOAUT, 3TO WCMOMHEHO
rnyboKMM CMbICIIOM.

— OHa — npuspak? — cnpocwuna s HaMBHO.

— KoHeuHo, oHa 6bina npu3pakom, — y6e)K,D,eHHO CKasana OHa, — Mbl NOHMMaeM BeLlNn Tak, KakK TOMY
Hay4€eHbl. M 3gecb HET OTKIOHEeHMs OT npasun. Moe y6e)KLI,6HVIe TakoBO, 4TO Tbl Buaena camoro
yCcTpawawuwlero ayxa, n 4to KUBOWN Meanym MOXeT obwaTtbces ¢ ﬂ,yLLIOVI MepTBOro meagnyma.

— I'quemy 3TOT AyX npuLlen Ko MHE? — cnpocuna 1.

— He 3Hato. OgHaxabl oHa npuLuna ko MHe, YTobbl NpeaynpeanTb MeHsl, — OTBETUNA OHA, — HO S He
rnocrnefoeana ee coBeTy, — ee [fasa MNOTennenu, a rofioc CMsArYuncs, Korga oHa npousHecna: —
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nepeoe, 4YTo A ckasana tebe, korga Tbl Nnpuexana, 6bino To, 4TO Tebe noBesno. A Toxe Gbina Besy4en,
MoKa Koe-KTo He norybun moe cyacTtbe. Thl HAaNnOMUHaeLb MHe 3Toro Yenoseka. OH Obin ONOHAWH, Kak 1
Tbl. Ero 3Banu ®enepuko, n oH Toxe Oblnl BE3YyYNM, HO HE MMEN HUKaKoW cunbl. [lyx nocoBeToBan MHe
OCTaBUTb ero oAHoro. f He caenana Tak U nonnaTunach 3a 3To.

He 3Has, kak OTBECTWM BHe3anHbIi MOBOPOT COOLITUM MMM Nevanb, HalleAlyo Ha Hee, 9 nonoxuna
PYKY Ha ee nnevo.

— Y Hero He BbINo HUKaKMX CUM, — MNOBTOPWUIIA OHAa, — AyX 3Han 3To.

Xota Mepcegec lMepanbTa Bceraa 6bina rotoBa ob6cyxkaaTb BCe, YTO YrogHO, NUlb Obl 3TO He
OTHOCMIIOCb K €€ MpaKkTUKe, OHa JOBOMbHO HACTOMYMBO YKITOHSNACk OT MOMX PacCcrnpoCoB O €€ MPOLLIIOM.
OpHaxabl, U A He 3Halo, 3acTana Nv s ee BpPacnmox Win 3To GblNo NpegHaMepeHHoe OBUXKeHVE B ee
Urpe, oHa OTKpbISia, YTO MHOIO J1eT Hasazd nepexuna orpoMHyLo NoTepto.

I'Ipemp,e, 4yeM 4 cMorna peLwnTb, AEeNcTBMTENbHO N OHa noowipsaeT MeHAa 3agaTb HECKOJIbKO JIMYHbIX
BOMpPOCOB, OHa nNoagHecsa MoK PyKy K CBOEMY Iy 1 NpuXana ee K Leke.

— [Mo4yBcTBYM 3TOT pybew, — npollenTtana oHa.

— UYto c TOGOW cCnyymnocb? — crpocuna s, NpPoBeAs nanbLaMu Mo HEPOBHOMY  LUpaMmy,
npoxogsiiemMy no ee uieke u wee. MNMoka s He Kacanacb ero, wpam Gbil HEOTNMYMM OT MOpLUMH. Ee
TeMHas Koxa Gblna Tak Xpynka v st 6osinack, YTO oHa MOXeT pas3BanuTbCcs B Moei pyke. TauHcTBeHHas
BMOpaums MCxoauna us Bcero ee Tena. 5 He Morna OTBECTU CBOEro B3rfnsiaa oT ee rfas.

— Mol He 6y,c|,eM roBoputb 0 TOM, 4TO Thbl BMAesna B natmo, — TBEepAO CKa3alla OHa, — Belln,
nogobHble 3TON, OTHOCATCS TONbKO K MUpy MegnymoB, a Tbl HE OOJKHa OGCy)K,D,aTb 9TOT MUP HU C KEM. A
Mory, KOHe4Ho, nocoBeToBaTb Tebe He nyraTtbCd 3TOro gyxa, HO He Haao rryno MaHUTb ee K cebe.

OHa nomorna MHe NogHATLCA C MOCTENW M NOBENla Ha TO camMoe MeCTo, rae s yBugena XeHLunHy.
Koroa s octaHoBunacb M Hadana paccmaTpuBaTtb TEMHOTY BOKPYr Hac, 4 OCO3Hana, 4YTO He UMeElo
NMOHATUA, cnana Jin A HECKOJIbKO 4YacoB Ui BCHO HOYb U OEHb.

HoHbs Mepcegec, ka3anocb, NOHAMa MOe CMYLLLEHMe.
— Celyac yeTbIpe Yaca yTpa, — ckasana oHa, — Tbl cnana no4Tu NsATb 4acoB.

OHa npucena Tam, rge 6bina XeHwmHa. A TOxe yCcTpounacb Ha KOPTOYKax psgom C Hewr, mexay
ny4ykamm xacMvHa, pa3BeLleHHbIMWU Ha OepeBAHHON peLleTke, CBoeobpas3HON naxyyen 3aHaBecu.

— MHe 1 B rofnioBy He MpuUxoauso, YTo Tbl HE 3Haellb, KaKk KypuTb, — ckasana oHa W 3acmesinacb
CBOWM CyXMM CKpunydum cmexom. OHa CyHymna pyKy BO BHYTPEHHWI kapmaH tobku, BblTawuna ortyga
curapy v npukypuna ee.

— Ha BcTpeye cnmpuToB Mbl Kypunu Takue xe curapbl. CIMpuTbl 3HAKOT, YTO 3anax Tabaka ybnaxaet
AyX0B, — nocne HebonbLION Naysbl OHa BROXWMA 3aXOKEHHYH curapy B Mou rybbl, — nonpobyn
NoKypuTb, — npuKasarna oHa.

A 3aTaHynack, rmyboko BaoxHyB B cebs. Kpenkuii Abim Bbi3Ban Kallerb.

— He 3artarueancs, — ckasana oHa C HeTeprneHvem, — Aain s Nokaxy, kak Hago, — OHa JocTtana
curapy v 3anbixTena e, BOblXxas W BblOblXasi, MOCTENEHHO yKOpauMBas 3aTsbkkM, — He Hago KypuTb
nerkMmun, Kypu CBOEW rorioBon, — oBbsAcCHUNa oHa, — Takum cnocobom mMeauym Bbi3biBaeT ayxos. C
cerogHswHero AHA Tl 6ygelwb Bbi3biBaTh AyXOB Ha 9TOM MecTe. M He pacckasbiBanm HUKOMY, Noka cama
He CMOXeLlb NPOBOANTb BCTPEYM CNINPUTOB.

— Ho 5 He xo4y BbI3biBaTb AYXOB, — Becerio 3anpoTecToBana si, — sl XoTena Nnuvilb NpUCYTCTBOBaTb
Ha ogHOW K3 BCTpeY 1 HabnoaaTh 3a ee XO4OoM.

OHa nocMoTpena Ha MeHs1 C yrpoXatoLLlen peLlnTenbHOCTbIO.
— Tbl Megnym, a MeauMymbl Ha BCTpedax He Habnogator.
— Kako# cMbicn BO BCTpeyax? — cnpocuna s, MeHss TeMy.

— Cwmbicn B TOM, YTOGbI 3a4aBaTb BOMPOCHI AyXaM, — HeMeOJIeHHO 0TOo3Banacb OHa, — HeKoTopble
AyX1 OaloT npekpacHble coBeTbl. [pyrne 6biBaloT oYeHb 3M06HBIMU, — OHa TMXO 3acMesiflacb C Nerkom
3110CTb0, — KaKoW NOSIBUTCH AYX, 3aBUCUT OT COCTOSIHUSA XXM3HU Meauyma.

— W Torga MeanyMbl OKasbIBalOTCA BO BNacTu AyX0B? — crnpocuna s.

OHa Hagonro 3amonuana, MMsas Ha MeHs. Ee nuuo He BblgaBano HUKaKMX 4yBCTB. 3aTem
BblI3blBalOLLUM TOHOM OHa cKasana: — WX HEeT, ecrnin Tbl CUrbHa.

OHa npogomkana npucTanbHO CMOTPETb Ha MeHS NMIOTbIM B3IMSA0M, 3aTeM 3akpbina rnasa. Korga
OHa OTKpbINa UX CHOBA, OHU BbINU NULLIEHbI KaKOro-NMbo BbIpaXKeHUs.

— lMomorn MHe MpPOWTU B MO KOMHaTy, — npolenTana oHa. Onupasicb Ha MO TOnoBYy, OHa
BbiNpsAMuUnack. Ee pyka ckonb3Hyna HUXe MOoero nrneva, no pykasy, TBepAble nanblibl 06BUINCE BOKPYT
MOEro 3ansCTbsl, CNIOBHO OGYrTNEHHbIE KOPHU.
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Mbl mMonya npobpenu no TEMHOMY KOpPWOOPY, rOe AepeBsHHbIeE CKaMbWM W CTyIbsi, MOKPbITbIE
KO3MMHBLIMX LLUKYpaMu, BbICTPOUNNCL Yy cTeHbl. OHa nepecTynuna nopor cBoen cnanbHu. Npexae, yem
3aKpbiTb ABEpPb, OHA eLle pa3 HanoMHuIa MHe, YTO MeanyMbl HEe JOJPKHbI pacckasbiBaTb O CBOEM MUpe.

— B ToT mur, korga a yeugena 1ebsa Ha nnowaau, 9 NoHAna, Y4To Tbl MEAUYM M YTO Thl NpUAELLb
noBMaaTbCs CO MHOW, — 3asiBUna oHa. Ynblbka, CMbICN KOTOPOM S HE MOHSANa, Uckasuna ee nuuo, — Tbl
npuwna, 4Tobbl NPUHECTU MHE YTO-TO N3 MOErO NPOLLIIOro.

— Yro?
— # He BnonHe yBepeHa. BocnomuHaHusi, HaBepHoe, — cka3ana OHa HeonpeAernieHHo, — Unw,
BO3MOXHO, Tbl BO3BpaTWllb MHE MOE CTapoe Be3eHWe, — OHa MpoBena PyKoW Mo MOEN LieKe U TUXO

3aKpbljia ABepb.

5.

Y06atokmaemasi MArkum BETEPKOM N CMEXOM neten, pe3BALLNXCA Ha ynuue, 4 npogpemMala BeCb AeHb
B ramMake, HaTaHYyTOM MeXAy AOBYX OepeEBbEB. A paxe nepecrtana ouwyuwartb apomaTt CTupalibHOro
nopoulka, cMelaHHOro ¢ eaKkmm 3anaxoM Kpeo3osia, KOTOPbIM KaHﬂ,eJ’IFIpVIFI HaTupana KaXkabld AeHb
nornbl, He CHYUTaACb C TeM, rpA3HbIe OHU UINMN HEeT.

A oxmgana noyTU OO WeCTU 4acoB. 3aTem, Kak npocuna Mepcep,ec I'Iepaana, A nogowna K ee
cnanbHe W nocTty4ana. Hukto He oTBedvan. A Tuxo Bowna B KOMHarty. OOGbl4HO B 3TO BpeMA OHa
3akaH4yumBana npuemMm naumeHToB, KOTOpblEe Npuxoguin K Hen neuntbcsi. OHa HUKOraa He npuHMMarna
bonee AByx nocetutenen B geHb. B cBon nnoxme gHwn, KOTOpble ObINM OOBOMBLHO YacTo, OHa BoobLle
HWUKOro He npuHumana. Ha atot pa3 A XoTena npokatutb €e Ha CBOEM [XKUNE U MNMPOorynAaTtbCcA C Hen no
OKpPEeCTHbIM XOJITMaM.

— OT10 ThI, My3|/|ﬂ? — cnpocuia [OOHbA Mepcep,ec, BbITArMBasdACb B CBOEM HWU3KO NOABELLUEHHOM
ramake, 3akpenjieHHOM Ha MeTaruin4eCcknx Kosnbuax, BOUTbLIX B CTEHbI.

£ nosgopoBanack C Hel M cena Ha BTOPYI KpoBaTb y OkHa. OHa Hukorga He cnana Ha Hew. [o ee
crnosam, M3 3TON KpoBaTW, HECMOTPS Ha ee BonbluMe pasmepbl, KTO-TO coBepLumnn daTanbHOe nageHue.
Oxnpas, noka oHa BCTaHeT, 9 ocMaTtpuBana 3Ty CTPaHHO OBCTaBMEHHYH0 KOMHaTy, KOTopas HWKOrga He
npuBoguna MeHst B BocTopr. Bewn 3gecb Gbinv paccrtaBneHbl, NO-BUOUMOMY, C LeneycTpeMIeHHbIM
HecooTBeTCTBMEM. [1Ba HOYHBLIX CTOMNMKA Y M3rONOBbS M OCHOBAHUSA KpoBaTh Obifv 3aBaneHbl CBe4amu u
cTaTyaTkaMmu CBSITbIX M CAYXUNWU anTapsaMu. Hu3kuin gepeBsHHbIA NnaTaHow wkad Obin BbiKpalleH B
ronybon n posoBblii LBeTa. OH 3aropaxvBan ABepb, KOTOpas BbIXOAuNna Ha ynuuy. A yauBunacb, 4To
ogexga AoHbn Mepcegec — OHa HUKOr4a He HOcuna HUYero, KpoMe 4YepHOro — Bucerna MoBCoAy, Ha
Kplodkax, Ha CTeHe, 3a [Bepblo, Y M3rofioBbA M B HOrax >ernesHow KpoBaTW, W Aaxe Ha BepeBKax,
noadepXuBaloWmx ramak. XpycranbHas focTpa, kotopas He paboTtana, HeHagexHo Gontanacb nop
NOTOSIKOM, CMMETEHHbIM M3 TpocTHWKa. JllocTpa Bbina cepor OT Mblu, W Mayku OMnenu nayTuHow ee
rpaHeHble Npu3mbl. Ha aBepsix Bucen oTpbIBHOW KaneHaapsb.

CkpecTuB nanbLbl Ha KoMHe cefdpix Bonoc, Mepcegec MepanbTa rny6oko B340XHYNa W, CNYCTMB C
ramaka HOru, Hawapuna uMmu maTepyatble caHpganuu. OHa cekyHOy nocupena, 3atem nogowna K
BbICOKOMY M Y3KOMY OKHY, BbIXOASILLEMY Ha Ynuuy, M OTKpbiNa OepeBsHHYl cTaBHi. OHa 4yacTo
3amoprana, noka ee rrnasa He MPUCNOCOOMNUCH K BEYEPHUM Nyyam, OCBellaBlUMM ee komHaTy. OHa
BHUMAaTENbHO NocMoTperna Ha Hebo, CNOBHO OXuAas OT 3axX04SALLEro CorHua kakoe-To NocrnaHue.

— MebI noraem Ha nporynky? — cnpocuna .
OHa meaneHHo obepHynace.

— Ha nporynky? — nepecnpocuna oHa, YOuUBMEHHO BCKUHYB CBOM BpOBM, — Kak Mbl MOXeM uaTW
rynsite, KOrga MeHsi OXXMaaeT Kakon-To YeroBek.

A packpblna poT, yKe roToBsiCb COOOLWNTL e, YTO K HaM HWKTO He Npuxoausn, HO HacMeLunnBoe
BblpaXxeHue B ee ycTarnblX rnasax BblHyaAnNo MeHs 3amonyatb. OHa B3sifia MeHs 32 PYKY U Mbl BbILLIN U3
KOMHaTbI.

Ha pepeBsiHHOW ckaMbe y Bxofa B KoMHaTy, rae Mepcegec lNMepanbTa neduna nwogen, npuxogawmx
3a NOMOLLbIO, NMpMKaB NOAO0OPOAOK K rpyau, ApemMan cnabbii n cTapbil Ha BuA, MyX4uHa. MNovyBcTBOBaB
Hallle NPUCYTCTBUE, OH BbINPSMUIICS.

— 9 nnoxo cebs 4yBCTBYIO, — CKa3an oH cnabbiM HeBblpa3nTerbHbIM FOfIOCOM, B3SIB B PYKU CBOIO
COMOMEHHY!IO LUMAMNY U TPOCTb, Nexallyo psanaoM.

— OkrtaBno KaHTy, — ckasana Mepcepgec [lNepanbTta, npeaBaputenbHO noxas emy pyky. OHa
noaeena ero K ABYM CTyrneHbkam B koMHaTy. S cnepgoBana 3a Humu no nstam. OH obepHynca u
NMOCMOTPEST HA MEHS BONPOCUTENBbHbLIM B3rNS40M.

13



— OHa nomMmoraeTt MHe, — cKasana oHa, — HO ecnu Tbl He Xo4ellb, YToObl OHa Obina ¢ Hamu, oHa
ynger.
OH ocTaHoBWICA Ha MTHOBEHWE, HEPBHO MOCTYKMBas HOron. Ero pot aBaxabl KpUBMCA B yrbibke.

— Ecnun oHa 6yp,eT nomoratb Tebe, — npowenTtan OH C TporaTeanon 06ecrnoMoLHOCTb, — S
nonarato, 410 BCe 6yp,eT Xopoulo.

BoicTpeiM ABWxeHMeM cBoel ronosbl Mepceaec lNMepanbTa yka3ana MHe Ha Mo TabypeT y antaps,
3aTeM nomorna CTapuky CecTb Ha CTyn MpsMO nepes BbICOKUM MPSMOYrofibHbiM ctonioM. OHa npucena
crpaBa OT Hero, NMLOM K HEMY.

— 'oe e OH MoXeT ObiTb? — HeCcKOmMbKO pa3 npobopmMoTana oHa, nepebupas rpyay 6aHok, ceseyen n
curap, Cyxmx KOpHen M obpeskoB TkaHW, pa3bpocaHHbix Ha ctorne. OHa B3goxHyna ¢ obnerdeHvem,
Hanasa CBOW MOPCKOWM Komnac, KOTopbln ToT4ac nonoxuna nepeq Oktasno KaHTty. Ee B3rnga npucransHoO
n3ydan Kpyrnyio MeTannmyeckyto KOpobouKy.

— BarnsaHun Ha aTo!l — BocknukHyna oHa, noA3biBasi MeHs NOAOWTY nobnmxe.

370 ObIN TOT Camblili KOMMAC, Ha KOTOPbLI OHa CMOTpena B MepBbii AeHb Moero npuxoga. CTpenka,
erne pasnuunmasi CkBo3b MaTOBO€E, CUITbHO MoLapanaHHOe CTEKO, S3HEPrMYHO ABuUranachk B3ag 1 Bnepea,
Kak Obl ogyLleBsieMasi KakoM-TO HEBMAMMOW cunown, ncxogsauwen ot OktaBuno KaHTy.

Mepcenec [lNepanbTa ucnomnb3oBana komnac, kak AnarHOCTMYEecKuin npmbop TOMbKO TOrga, korga
cumTana, 4Yto YenoBek CTpajaeT ckopee OT AYLIEBHOro Heayra, Yem OT eCTeCTBeHHon bonesHun. [1o cux
nop s He Morna onpenenvTb, KakKMM KPUTEPUEM MOMb3yeTCsl OHa AN pasnuyeHus aTMX ABYX BUOOB
bonesHen. o ee cnoBam, AyLWEBHbIA HeaQyr MOr NposiBUTL cebsa B popme pada Heyaad unm xoroga Bo
BCEM Temne, KOTOPbIi B 3aBUCUMOCTM OT OOCTOATENbCTB MOr OMNPEefensATbCA U Kak eCTeCTBEHHOoe
3aboneBaHue.

Oxunpas HaWTK Kakoe-TO MexaHu4yeckoe nmpucnocobneHve, akTmBusMpyloLllee CTpPenky, S Ha BCAKUA
cnyyam udyuuna komnac. /I nockonbky TaM HM4ero nogobHOro He okasanochk, S NpuHana ee obbsAcHeHVe
3a GeccrnopHyl0 WUCTMHY: KOrga 4enoBeK ypaBHOBeLUeH, T.e. Korga Temo, YyM M Ayla HaxogsTcs B
rapmMoHuu, cTpenka He gsuraeTcs Boobule. [loka3blBas CBOE MHEHWE, OHa NOOYepeaHo NoXuna Komnac
HanpoTuB cebs, KaHgenapumn n meHsa. K Moemy BenMKOMY M3yMIIEHUIO CTperka ABuranach ToNbKo Toraa,
Korga koMmnac Obifn NONoXeH nepeao MHOMW.

OxTaBno KaHTy, BbITAHYB CBOIO L€, BIM30PYKO LLYPUCS HA MHCTPYMEHT.
— £ 6oneH? — TMXO cnpocwun OH, B3rNsAHYB Ha AOoHb0 Mepcegec.
— 370 TBOS Aywa, — npollenTana oHa, — TBOS Aylla B BENIMKOM CMATEHUW.

OHa nornoxuna komMnac B CTeKNsiHHbIA OydeT, 3aTemM BcTana psiagoM CO CTapukoM M onyctuna obe
pykn emy Ha ronoBy. OHa ocTaBanacb B TakOM MOSIOXXEHUWM [OBOSbHO [JONF0, 3aTeM ObICTpbiMU,
yBEPEHHbIMU ABUXKEHUSIMM NPOoBeSa nanbLamy No ero nnevyam U pykam, 6bICTpo BCTana HanpoTuB Hero,
€e pPYKM CUULLanm YTO-TO BHU3 C €ro rpyam, Hor, ctynHein. OHa yuTana MonuTBy, KOTopasi YacTUYHO Gbina
LiepKOBHBLIM HaneBoOM, a YacTUYHO 3aknuHaHueMm. o ee cnosam, NoboN xopoLIniA LennuTenb 3HaeT, YTO
KaTonuUM3M 1 CMpUTyanuam JononHsaT apyr Apyra. OHa noo4epeHo MaccuMpoBana ero CrnvHy 1 rpyab
B Te4eHue nonydaca.

[aBas MUHYTHbIA OTABIX YCTaBLUMM pyKam, OHa NEepMOAMYEcKM BCTpsIXMBana MX SHEPruyHoO nosagu
ero cnuHbl. OHa HasbiBana 3To copackiBaHNEM HAKOMMEHHOW OTpULLATENBHON 3HEPTUM.

OTMeuvas KoHeL, NepPBOW YacTu CBOETO NeYeHnsi, OHa TOMHyra Tpu pasa o non npaeok Horo. OKTaBuo
KaHTy HenpousBonbHo B3gporHyn. OHa Aepana ero ronosy c3aaW, cAaBnvBasi NagoHSMW €ro BUCKM,
noka ero ApixaHuWe He CTano MeAneHHbIM U TpyaHbiM. Bopmoya mMonuTBy, OHa ABMHYNacb K anrtapto,
3a)Xkrna ceeuvy, a 3aTem u curapy, KOTopyr Havana KypuTb ObICTPbIMU PUTMUYHBIMU 3aTSXKKAMU.

— A pomkeH paccka3aTtb 3TO cenvac, — ckasan CTapuK, Hapywaa abiIMHOe 6eamonsue.

HanyraHHas ero romnocom, OHa Havarna Kawnatb OO0 TexX Mnop, noka crnesbl He MOoKaTUMUCL Mo ee
wekam. A 3abecnokomnacb — He NOAABMIIACH SN OHA ObIMOM.

OkTaBno KaHTy, He obpallas BHMMaHWsS Ha ee Kallenb, NpoAoSiKan roBoputb: — A pacckasbiBan
Tebe y)xe MHOro pas, Y4To TPe3Bbi A UIK MbSHbBIA, MHE CHUTCA OLMH U TOT XXe COH. S HaX0XyCb B CBOEW
nadyre. OHa nycTas. S YyBCTBYIO CKBO3HSIK U BWXY TE€HW, CHywoLwmMe nosctogy. Ho npu atom HeT Gonee
cobak, nawLwmx Ha NycToTy 1 Ha TeHU. A NPOCLINAKCh OT Y)KACHOro AaBfieHUs!, CITIOBHO KTO-TO YCercs Ha
MOIO Tpyab; @ Korga s OTKpbIBal rnasa, s BUXKY XenTble 3padkm cobakm. OHM OTKPbIBAOTCA BCE LUMPE U
LMpe, NoKa He NOrmnoLLatT MeHs...

Ero ronoc yrac. 3agoxHyBLUMCE, OH Bny)xaan B3rnsagoM rno KoMHare.

Kasanocb, 4to €My He COBCEM MNOHATHO, rAe OH Haxo4UTCA.
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Mepcegnec lNepanbta 6pocuna okypok Ha non. CxeaTuMB c3aau ero CTyn, oHa GbICTPO KpyTHyna ero
Tak, YTO OH okasancs nuuom kK anTtapt. MeaneHHbIMM TMAHOTUYECKUMU OBMXKEHUSIMM OHa Havana
mMaccupoBaTb 06racTb BOKPYr €ro rnas.

A, nonxHo BbITh, 3aapemana, Tak kak obHapyxuna cebsi B oquHo4ecTBe B MycTon kKoMHaTe. A 6bICTpo
ornagenacb. CBeya Ha antape noytu cropena. Bnpaso Hago mHowm B yriy, 6nuxke K NOTOnky, cuaen
MOTbINEK BENUYMHON C Hebonblylo NTuly. Y Hero Obinn Gonblune YepHble KPYrM Ha KpbifibaX, OHMU
NpUCcTanbHO CMOTPENM Ha MeHS N0BOMNbITHLIM B3OPOM.

BHes3anHbI WOpPOX 3actaBun MeHs 0bepHyTbCA. Y antapsi Ha cBoem cTyne cugena Mepcegec
MepanbTa. A npurnylweHHo BCKpukHyna. Ee He ObINo 34ecb MUHYTOW paHblle, s Morna MpUCSrHyTb B
3TOM.

— 4 He 3Hana, 4YTO Thbl 34eCb, — cKasana si, — NOCMOTPU Ha 3TOro 60NbLIOr0 MOTbINIbKA Hag MOEeMN
ronoBOW.

£ nouckana rnasamm HacekoMoe, HO OHO yneteno.
B TOM, Kak oHa CMOTpEena Ha MeHA, Oblf0 HEYTO Takoe, YTO 3aCTaBUIIO MEHS COOPOrHyTbCA.
— A4 yctana cnaeTtb u 3acHyna, — 06bsACHUNA 9, — U JaXe He y3Hana, 4To obino ¢ OkTaBuno KaHTy.

— OH vHorga nNpuMxoAauT NoBMaaTbCA CO MHOW, — CKasana OHa, — S HY)KHa eMy, KaK CUpUTyanucT u
nekapb. A obneryatw bpems, B3BaneHHOe Ha ero AyLuy.

— OmHa noBepHyInacb K antapro KU 3axria Tpu cCBe4n. B mMepuarLuiem bGnecke ee rnas Obin UBET
Kpblflb€B MOTbIJ1bKa, — MAN-Ka Tbl Ny4lle cnatb, — npeanoxuna oHa.

6.

Korga 9 nmpocHynacb cHoBa, 1 ObICTpO ogenacb M Bbibexana B TEMHbIA kopugop. Bcnomuus o
CKpUNy4nx neTnsax, s akkypaTHO OTKpbiia ABepb B KomHaTy Mepcepec [lMepanbTbl M Ha LbINOYKaxX
nogoLuna K ramaky.

— Tbl He cnuWwb? — npolwenTana s, oTBOAS Map/o NPOTUBOMOCKATHOW CETKM, — Tbl BCE elle
Xouellb VAT Ha NPOrynky?

Ee rnasa wmegneHHo OTKpbIJINCb, HO OHa elWle He npoCHynacb W npogoJrkKana 6e3MATEXHO
BCMaTpuMBaTbCA BNnepea.

— £ nonay, — HaKoHeL, cKasana OHa XpUnJo, NOMHOCTbLI OTOPOCUB CETKY.

npO‘-Il/ICTVIB ropsfio n cniiroHyB B BEAPO Ha Moy, OHa Kak Obl Hanepekop cebe npowenTtana: — 4 paja,
YTO Tbl BCMIOMHMIIA O HaLUEN nporyrike.

3aKprB rnmasa " CloXuB pPYKW, OHa nomMmonmnacb AeBe U CBATbIM Ha Hebecax, nHamemngyarnbHO
no6narop,apMB KaXaoro 3 HMx 3a pykoBoAcCcTBO B nomMowin 1emM ngdam, KOTOpbIX OHa nevyuna, a 3aremMm
nonpocwuna y H1UX npoLieHund.

— TloyeMy Tbl NPOCULIb MPOLLEHUA? — CrpocUna s cpasy e, Kak TONMbKO OHa 3aKoHYMMa CBOH
AMUHHYIO MOMUTBY.

— B3rnaHun Ha nMHMM MouX NagoHen, — ckasarna oHa, NofoXuB CBOU PYKM MHE Ha KOJ1eHW.

YKasaTenbHbIM Nanblem S odepTuna SCHO BblpaxeHHble "y" u "M", KOTopble, ka3anocb, Obinu
OTLITaMnoBaHbl Ha ee pykax: "y" — Ha neBon nagoHu, "M" — Ha npasoWn.

— "Y" 03HavaeT Buaa, xusHb. "M" o3HayaeT MyapTa, CMepTb, — OOBbACHMNA OHa, MPON3HOCS CroBa C
npeuHamepeHHoM BbIPa3nNTEeNibHOCTbIO, — 4 Obina poxXaeHa c CUNON NeYnTb " NPUYNHATL Bpena.

OHa nogHaAna pyku C KOneH M nomaxana B Bo3gyxe, Obyato cobupascb cTepeTb CroBa, KOTopble
npounsHecna. OHa ornsggena KOMHaTy, 3aTEM OCTOPOXHO OMycTMra CBOW XyAble HOMM U CyHyna ux B
canoxkv ¢ gelpamu Ans nanbues. Ee rnasa mepuanv 3abaBoin, koraa oHa pacnpasnsna YepHyto 6nysy, u
tobKy, B KOTOpOM cnana.

[epxacb 3a MO0 pyKy, OHa BbiBeNa MEHS U3 KOMHATbI.

— Pa3spelum mHe nokasatb Tebe koe-4To, Npexae YeM Mbl OTNPABMMCS Ha NPOryrky, — ckasana oHa,
HanpaBnasdck B pabouyto komHaTy. OHa noBepHynacb K MacCMBHOMY anTapio, KOTOpbIi Obin LENnMKom
cAenaH n3 pacnnasneHHOro Bocka. Bce Havanock ¢ ogHonm cBeyun, o6bAacHUNa oHa, ee npa-npa-6abyLuku,
KoTopas Toxe Oblna 3HaxapKomn.

OHa HexHO npoBera pykon no 6recTtawen, NoYT NPpo3payHon NOBEPXHOCTY.

— Hangu YepHbI BOCK cpean 3TUX pa3HOLBETHbIX NOMOC, — MOArOHsiNIa OHa MEHs, — 3TO 3HaKku
TOro, YTO BeAbMbl XTI YepHble CBEYU, NCMONb3YS AN Bpeda CBO CuIy.

BecuuncneHHble NONOCKM YepHOrO BOocKa cberanu B LBETACTYIO Kanmy.
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— Te, 4TO NOONMXE K BEpPXHEW 4YacTu — MOM, — ckasana oHa. Ee rnasa GnecHynu cTtpaHHON
CBUPENOCTbIO, Korga oHa gobasuna: — UCTUHHAA LenuTenbHULA SBMAseTCH eLle 1 BeAbMON.

Mpobneck ynbibkn MenbkHyN Ha ee rybax, 3aTemM OoHa npojorkana pacckasblBaTb O TOM, YTO UMS ee
XOpOLLO M3BECTHO He TOMbKO Mo BCew obnacTtu, HO W ngam, npuxogawmm ns Kapkaca, MapakanObl,
Mepuabl n Kymana. O Hel xogdat cnyxu 3a rpaHuuen: B TpuHupgage, Kybe, Konymbun, Bpasnnum u
lanTn. Y Hee cobpaHbl hoTorpacum, CBMOETENLCTBYWOLWME, YTO Cpean 3TuX nogen Obinu rnasbl
rocygapcTB, NOChbl U AaXe ennckonbl.

OHa 3arago4Ho B3rMsdHYyINa Ha MeHd, a 3aTeM noxarna nneyvyamu.

— Mos yaaya n mosi cuna 6binm ogHo Bpemsi 6ecnogobHbIMKU, — cKasana oHa, — s pacTpaHXupuna u
TO U ApYyroe, 1 cervyac Mory TOMbKO NeYnTb, — ee yCMelliKa yCununach, a rnasa saragovHo sabnecrenu,
— Kak NpogBuraeTcsl TBOW TPYA? — CMpoOcUSia OHa C HEBUHHbLIM ftobonbITcTBOM pebeHka. Ho npexae,
YeM s OTBaXWUNacCb Ha BHE3aMHyl0 MepeMeHy TeMbl, OHa MPOAOSIKMIA: — CKOMbKO Gbl LenuTenen u
NauUWeHTOB Tbl HW ONpPOCKNa, Tbl HAKOrAa He Byaellb u3yyaTb 3TOT NyTh.

HacToswas uenuteneHnua gomkHa 6biTb CHa4ana MeguymMmom 1 cnMpuToMm, a 3aTem BeObMOW.
Ee ocnenuteneHas ynbibka pacuBena Ha ee nuue.

— He paccrtpavBaiics CivLWKOM, eCniv B OOMH U3 3TUX OHEN s COXIY TBOM UCMUCaHHbIe GIIOKHOTHI, —
ckasarna oHa HebpeXXHO, — CO BCel 3TOW Yenyxoit Tbl TpaTULLb 3PS BPEMS.

A 3abecnokounacb. MHe He o4yeHb MNOHpaBMMacb NepcnekTuBa yBUAETb CBOW TPYA rOpsWMM B
nrnameHu.

— Tbl 3HaelWwb, YTO AENCTBUTENBHO AOCTOMHO MHTEpeca? — ChApocuia OHa M TYT XXe OTBeTMNa Ha
CBOM BOMpPOC, — pe3ynbTaTbl, KOTOpble MAYT Oanblue MOBEPXHOCTHbIX acnekTtoB ne4veHus. Beuwn,
KOTOpble HeNb3si OOBACHUTL, HO MOXHO MCMbITaTb. 34€Cb OCTAaTOYHO NMOAEN, U3y4aBLUMX 3HAXapCTBO.
Ounun gymanu, yTo, Habnogaa 1 3anucbiBasi, MOXHO MOHATb TO, YEM 3aHMMalOTCa MeAUYMbl, B€AbMbl U
uenutenu. NocKomnbKy X HEBO3MOXHO pa3ybeaunTb, Yalle ObiBaeT nerdye ocTaBUTb MX B MOKOE — MYCTb
AenatoT, Y4TO XOTAT.

Ho aToro Hemnb3s gonycTuTb B TBOEM chnyvae, — npogosikana oHa, — A He MOory no3sonuTb Tebe
BMYCTYyIO TpaTuTb Bpems. Bmecto Toro, 4tobbl n3yvaTb 3HaxapcTBO, Tbl AOMMKHA NPaKTMKOBaTb BbI30BbI
Ayxa MOero npegka no Hoyam B naTuo aToro goma. He genaw 3anvcen o6 9TOM, OyXU LEHAT Bpems,
3aTpadeHHoe Ha gpyroe. Tbl Xe Buaena. 3aknovaTtb CAENKy C AyXxamm — 3Ha4uT 3akanbiBaTb cebsa noa
3emrio.

BocnoMuHaHMa O XeHLiMHe, KOTOpyl §A Bugena B Natvo, yXacHo B3BoONHoBanu MeHs. Mue
3axoTenocb 6pocuTb BCe MOM NOUCKM, 3abbiTb 0 NnaHax ®nopuHabl u 6exaTb oTCo4a, CNOMS rofnoBy.

BHe3anHo goHbsA Mepce/:l,ec paccMmeanachb; 3ToT SAICHbIN B3pbIB CMeXa pacceasnl MOu CTpaxu.

— Mysuga, Bugena 6bl Tbl CBOE NUUO, — ckaszana oHa, — Tbl Obina noytn B obmopoke. Cpeau
npoyero, Tbl eLle N TPpyCULLIKa.

HeCMOTpﬂ Ha ee HaCMeLLNUBLIN TOH, B ee yJ'IbI6Ke YyBCTBOBasllaCb cuMnaTmna n nacka.

— A He MOTy NpUHyXaaTtb Tebs. I'IoaTomy s1 nam Tebe 4To-TO Takoe, 4TO NMOHpPaBUTCA Tebe — HeuTo
Oonee LeHHOe, YeM TBOW UCcrieaoBaTeNbCKUE NIaHbI.

MMpUCMOTPUCH K KU3HM HEKOTOPbLIX MNOAEN, Ha KOTOPbIX S ykaxy Tebe. A caenato Tak, YTo OHM ByayT
pacckasbiBaTb Tebe. Pacckasbl 0 cyapbe. Pacckasbl 06 yaayve. Pacckasbl 0 nobBu, — oHa nNpuaBuHyna
cBO€e NMLO Nobnmxe KO MHE N MATKMM LLenoTom gobasuna: — pacckasbl O Cure 1 pacckasbl 0 criabocTu.
Oto bynet aap Tebe, AaHHbIA, YTOObl YMUNOCTUBUTL TEDSA, — OHa B3s1a MOIO PYKY M BblBENa MeHsl u3
KOMHaTbl, — UAEM Ha HaLly Mporynky.

Hawwn warun F'ynko OTO3BaliuCb 3XOM Ha TI/IXOl7I, I'IyCTbIHHOI7I ynunue C BbICOKMMU OEeTOHHbIMU
TpoTyapamu. [poxoasa MMMO COHHbIX AoMoB, Mepcefec lNepanbTa 3ameTuna, YTO BO BpeMeHa, Koraa
OHa Oblna IoHONM 3HaxapKou, ee A0M — CaMmbli GONbLUIOK Ha ynuue — yeanHEHHO CTOSN Ha OKpauHe.

— Ho cenvac, — ckasana oHa, 04epTVB LUMPOKUM XXECTOM PYKU MNOSTYKPYr, — KaXeTCsd, S XXUBY B
LeHTpe ropoaa.

Mbl CBEPHYNW Ha LEHTpanbHYo ynuuy v AOWNW OO PbIHOYMHOW Nnowagun, Tam npucenn Ha cKambio
nmuomMm K ctatye 6onmeapa Ha koHe. o ogHy CTOpPOHY MMoLWaan BbICUOCh 34aHNe MyHuumMnanuTeTa, Ha
APYron CTOpOHe CTosina LEepKOBb C KOMOKOSbHEN. Bonbluylo YacTb cTapbiX AOMOB CHECNW, 3aMEHUB UX
COBPEMEHHbIMU cTpoeHusamn. OpHako Tam, rge crapble 34aHusa ewe yuenenu, C WX KoBaHbIMW
YYrYHHBIMW pelueTkamMu, C KpacHOM Yyepenuuen Ha Kpbllwax, cepblX OT BPEMEHU, C LUMPOKUMU KapHU3aMu,
KOTOpble MO3BONSANW OOXAEBOW BoAe CBOOOAHO CTekaTb Mofarblue OT SPKO OKPaLUEHHbIX CTEH, — OHU
npvaaBanu LeHTPy ropoda cBoeobpasHbIi KONOHMAaNbHbIN WapM.

— OT10T ropon 300poB0O U3MEHUICcA € TexX nNop, Kak Ha GalHe paTtywm noYnHUNM 4acbl, — 3ayMm4ynBo
CKa3ana oHa.
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OHa 06bsAcHMNa, YTO AaBHbIM-OABHO, Kak Obl B OTMECTKY 3a Mpuxog nporpecca, GalleHHble 4achl
BAPYr OCTAHOBMINUCH HA ABEHAALATNYACOBON OTMETKE.

MecCTHbIN (hapmaleBT, yBUAEB 3TO, MOYUHUN UX W, CIOBHO NO MaHOBEHWIO BOMLEBHOW nanouku,
ynuLbl yCTaBunu ooHapHbIMK cToN6amu, a Ha nnoLaam yecTpounu oHTaHbl, YTObbl ra30HbI OCTaBanMCh
3eneHbIMU Kpyrnbin rof. PaHblie kaxaplh 3Han, 4to 6bino cobblTue, NMOBCEMECTHO MW3MEHMBLUEE
WHOYCTPUanbHbIE LIEHTPbI.

OHa Ha CeKyHOy OCTaHoBuUNnacb, nepesogd AblXxaHWe, 3aTeM yKasalla Ha 3aCTpO€HHble nadvyramu
XOnMbl, OKpyXaBLuune ropopa.

— BOT TaKk XWXuHbI nepecerneHues co3gasanu ropoa, — pobaeuna oHa.

Mbl BCTanM M MNOWNM B KOHEL, LEHTpanbHOW ynuubl, Tyaa, rAe HayduHanucb XomnMbl. Jlauyru,
cAenaHHble 13 ropMpoBaHHbLIX METANIMYECKMX JNINCTOB, YNAKOBOYHbIX SILLMKOB M NIMCTLEB KapTOHa, eaBa
AEepXXanucb Ha KpyTbIX CKIOHaXx.

Bnagenbupbl xnbapok, BbIXoAdALLMX NOBAMXKe K ropoaCKUM yrnLLaM, HaxanbHO Kpanu aNeKTpu4ecTso oT
doHapHbIX cTonboB. N3onnpoBaHHbIE NpoBOoAa ObiNY NPUMUTUBHO 3aMacKUPOBaHbI LIBETHLIMW JIEHTaMM.
Mbl CBEpHynM C ynuubl B MEpPeyrnok KU HakKOHeL, MOLUMM Y3KOW TPOMUHKOW, M3BUNUCTO Beayllen K
OZIMHOKOMY XOfMY, Ha KOTOPbIN NepeceneHLbl eLle He npeTeHaoBanu.

B Bo3ayxe, Bce elle CbIpOM OT HOYHOW POChl, Naxmno AWKMM po3MapuHoM. Mbl B3oGpanvch Noytn Ha
BEPLUMHY XOJfIMa, K OAMHOKO pacTylluemy AepeBy, U Tam YCENWCb Ha CbIPYH 3EMITI0, MOKPbLITYIO MESKUMM
MOMOAbLIMU MaprapuTKamu.

— Tbl cnbiwnwb Mope? — cnpocuna Mepcegec MNepanbTa.

Jlerknn BeTepok pes3Bwnca B KyanaTon KpoHe AepeBa, pasbpacbiBas poOCCbifb MENKMX 30M0TbIX
usetoB. OHW, croBHO 6aboykK, KpyKacb, OMyCcKanucb Ha ee Bonockl 1 nneyn. Ee nuuo 6bino 3anuTo
BeamATexHbIM crnokorcTBneM. OHa crierka packpbina poT, OBHaXKMB HECKOSbKO 3y00B, XenTbix OT Tabaka
n Bo3pacTa.

— Tbl cNbIWNWL MOPe? — MOBTOpWIAa OHa, CKOCMB HAa MEHSI COHHbIE, Crerka 3aTyMaHeHHble rnasa.

£ ckasana ew, YTO MOpe CNULLKOM Aareko, 3a ropamu.

— £ 3Hat0, 4YTO MOpe Janeko, — TUXO Ckasana OHa, — HO B 9TOT PaHHWI Yac, Korga ropo eLue Cnur,
S BCerga Cnbllly LWYM BOJIH, MOHUMbIX BETPOM, — 3aKpblB CBOW [fa3a, OHa NPUCMOHUMAcbk K CTBOMY
aepesa.

YTPEHHIO TULLMHY pa3Bess peB rpy30BUKa, MYaLLErocs BHU3 MO Y3KOW yrnoyke. A He noHana, obin nu

3TO nMOpTyranbCKU nekapb, [OOCTaBMSBLUMA CBOWM CBEXEBbINEYEHHbIE Oynovku, wWnn nonuuums,
noabvpasLlasi nocnegHux NbsHUL.

— HOCMOTpl/I, KTO 3TO, — nop,6op,p|/|r|a OHa MeHA.

#A cnyctunacb Ha HECKOSbKO LLaroB BHMU3 MO TPOMUHKE M yBMAena ctapuka, BbIXogsLWero n3 3eneHoro
rpy30BUKa, KOTOPLIN OCTAaHOBMIICS Y NMOAHOXUS XONMa.

Ero nupxak cBobogHo GonTancs Ha CyTymbIX Nneyax, a roroBy CKpbiBara COSMIOMEHHas Linsna.
MoyyBCTBOBAB, YTO Ha HEro CMOTPSIT, OH MOAHSAM rfasa W nomaxan CBOEW TPOCTOYKOW, NPUBETCTBYS
MeHs. S nomaxana emy B OTBET.

— 310 CTapuK, KOTOPOro Thbl fie4vyunna I'IpOLIJJ'IOVI HOYblO, — CKasana s en.

— BoT xe BeseT! — npowenTtana oHa, — no3oBu ero. Ckaxu emy, 4ToObl OH wwen coga. Ckaxu emy,
4TO A Xou4y ero BugeTb. Mon gap Tebe HaunHaeTcs.

A cbexana BHM3, Tyaa, rAe OCTaHOBUIICSA €ro rpy3oBuK, M Nonpocuna crapmka NoaHATbLCA BMECTE CO
MHoM Ha xonmMm. OH 6e3 crnoB nocregosar 3a MHOWN.

— CeropgHsi cobak He 6bIno, — ckas3an oH Mepcegec NMepanbTe BMECTO NPMBETCTBUSI N CEN PSAOOM C
Hewn.

— A oTkpoto Tebe TanHy, My3ns, — ckaszana oHa, XeCTOM MPUriiacMB MeHsi CEeCTb HanpoTme, — S —
Meouym, BeabMa U uenutenb. 3 aTon Tpouubl MHE Mo HpaBy BTOPOE, Tak Kak BegbMa MMeeT ocobbii
cnocob NOHUMaHWsA TauHCTB cyabobI.

I'quemy TaK crny4vyaeTcd, YTO HEKOTOpble Noan CTaHOBATCA 60FaTbIMI/I, yoaunnBbiMU N CHACTIIUBbIMMU,
Korga gpyrme HaxogaT TONMbKO TPYAHOCTM M 6onb? YTo Obl HM O3HA4Yanu 3TU BELWU — 3TO HE TO, YTO Tbl
Ha3blBaellb CyabboI; OHa — He4To Oonbluee, bornee TaMHCTBEHHOE, YEM 3TO. M TONbKO BeAbMbl 3HAKOT O
Hewn.

Ee 4epTbl nuua Ha cekyHOy Hanpsarnucb C BbIPaXeHWeMm, KOTOpoe S He ynoBuna, Tak Kak oHa
noBepHynacbk k OktaBmo KaHTy.

— HekoTopble ntoau roBopsiT, YTO Mbl poXkdaeMcsl ¢ Haweln cyabboi. [pyrue yTBepXaarT, YTO Mbl
co3fjaeM Hauly cyabby cBoMMW MocTynkamu. BegbMbl roOBOPAT, YTO HU TO, HWU APYroe He BEPHO, U YTO
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HeuTo Oonbllee HacTUraeT Hac, NogobHO GynbaoXben xBaTke. TalHa OygeT 34ech, ecrnv Mbl 3aX0TUM
ObITb CXBaYeHHbIMKU. Ho ee 3geck He ByaeT, ecrniv Mbl 3TOr0 He 3aXOTUM.

Ee B3rnsg nackan BOCToOvHoe HeGO, rae Hag AanekMMmu ropamy nogHumanocb condue. MuHyTy
CMycTs OHa BHOBb NMoBepHynack k ctapuky. Ee rmasa, kasanock, NOrnoTUNM CUsiHue conHua n bnecrenu,
ropsi OrHem.

— OkTaBuno KaHTy GygeT npuxoauTb K HAM NeYnTbCH, — ckasarna oHa, — MOXeT ObITb Marno-nomany
OH pacckaxeT Tebe cBom pacckas. Pacckaz 0 TOM, Kak criydan CBSA3bIBAeT XW3HU, O TOM, YTO TOMbKO
BebMbl 3HAKOT, KaK 3aKpenutb X B OO4UH Yy3eIl.

OkTtaBuo KaHTy KMBHYn B 3Hak cornacusl. PobBkas ynbibka pacnonsnacb no ero ryboam. Pepkas
B6opoaka Ha ero nog6opoake Gbina TakoW ke cedoi, Kak U BOMOCHI, Top4yalline M3-Nnof CONOMEHHOA
LnAan.I.

OxtaBuo KaHTy npuxogmn B Aom aoHbu Mepcepec BoceMb pas. [Mo-Bugumomy, oHa nepuogudecku
rfieynna ero ¢ TOro BpeMeHu, Korga oH Obin eLe Monogbim.

BoobaBok k cBOen CTapocTu 1 ApSXIIOCTU, OH Bbin K TOMY XXe anKorosIMKOM.
OpHako, ooHbss Mepcenec nogyepkmBana, 4To Bce ero 6one3Hm 6bim AyLeBHbIMU.
OH Hyxgarncs B 3aknMHaHUsX, a He B MeAUUVHE.

CnepBa OH HeoXxOTHO GecefoBan CO MHOW, HO 3aTeM, BO3MOXHO, NOYyBCTBOBaB cebsi Bonee
yBEPEHHO, Hayan packpbiBaTbcs. Mbl Yacamu obcyxpanu ero xusHb. B Hayane kaxpol Gecefbl OH,
Ka3arnocCb, Obin nogasneH ot4yaaHmem, oLANMHO4YECTBOM U NOAO3PUTENTBHOCTLIO. OH AonbiTbIBArnc4d, 3a4yem 4
MHTEPEeCYCb €ro Xu3Hblo. Ho Haao OTMEeTUTb, YTO OH BCerga caepxwuBan cebs 1, BOCCTaHOBUB cBOWM
annomb, octatok 6eceabl — 4ac unu Uenbi AeHb — pacckasbiBan o cebe UCKpeHHe M pacKkoBaHHO,
CMOBHO O COBEPLLEHHO APYroM YernoBeke.

*kk

OKTaBMO OTKMHYN B CTOPOHY KYCOK KapToHa W npobparncs 4yepe3 HeGorbloe aABeponogobHoe
OTBEPCTME BHYTPb Nayvyri. 34ecb cBeTa NoYTh He GbiNo, a €KW AblM OrHS B KAMEHHOM o4are BbinGan
13 rnas cnesbl. OKTaBMO CUJIBHO 3aXKMYPUIICS U NoBpen B TeMHOTEe Ha oLynb. CNOTKHYBLUUCL O Kakue-To
XKECTSIHKM, OH CUITbHO YOapwuricsl rofloBoi 0 AepeBAHHbIN ALLMK.

— Eyﬂ,b MNPOKNATO 3TO BOHKOYEee MeCTO, — Bblpyrasyica OH Ha OAHOM [AblXaHUW.

OxTaBuo npucen Ha MuUr Ha yTpamboBaHHbLIN 3eMMsHOW Non M notep Hory. B ganbHem yrny aton
Xankon xubapbl OH YyBMOEN CTapvka, ChNaBLIEro Ha MnoTpenaHHOM 3agHeM CUOEHUKW, CHATOM C
aBTOMalUMHbl. MeaneHHo, obxoasa AWMKW, BEPEBKU, TPAMNbE M KOPOOKM, pa3bpocaHHble Ha 3emne, OH
nobpen Tyga, rge nexarn ctapuk.

OKTaBMO YMPKHYI cnnykoi. Mpu TyckoM cBeTe CrALWMiA MyXYMHa Bbirnagen MepTebiM. [pu Baoxe u
BblOXE €ero rpyAab ABuranacb Tak cnabo, 4To Kasanocb, 6yaTo OH BoOGLLe He AbIWWUT. Beinupatowue
CKynbl GyKBanbHO Topyanu Ha ero YepHoM MUCTOLLeHHOM nuue. Ero peaHble rpsisHble Oploku Gbinu
nMoaBepHyTbl OO0 WKp, a pyballka LBeTa Xaku, C AMUMHHbIMKA pykaBamu, NIOTHO o6Gnerana ero
MOPLLUVHUCTYIO LLEIO.

— BukTop Oxynuo! — BocknukHyn OKTaBmo, 3HEPrMyHO BCTPSXMBAsA CTapuka.
— lNpocHuce!

CMOleJ,eHHbIe BEKU BVIKTOpa ,D,)KyJ'IVIO C TpeneTtomMm OTKPbITNCb Ha MuUTr, Orofime OecuBeTHble Gernku ero
rnas.

— HDOCHI/ICb! — 3aopan OkTaBuno B nomnHom otyasiHum. OH cxBaTun Y3KOMNOJ1yt0 COJIOMEHHYHO LUnAny,
NeXaBLwyr Ha 3eMne, n c CUNown Hagen ee Ha pacTpenaHHble ceable BOJ10Cbl CTapuka.

— YT0 TbI 32 AbAIBON? — 3aBopyan Buktop [xynuo, — yero tebe Hago?

— 3970 5, OktaBno KaHTy. S HazHayeH M3POM TBOWMM MOMOLLHMKOM, — OGBACHUI OH C BaXHbIM
BUOOM.

— [llomoLwHnkomM? — CTapuK, wWaTtadCb, NoOgHANCA Ha HOIM, — MHE He HYXeH NOMOLUHUK, — OH
Hananun cBOU NOTpenaHHble, HEe 3allHypOBaHHbIE GOTUHKM W Ha4van 6pOD,MTb Kpyramu no TEMHON
KOMHaTe, Moka, HaKkoHel, He Hallen GeH3WHOBLIN (bOHapb. OH 3axer ero, 3aTem noTep rmasa n 4acTto
3amMoprars, BHUMaTesribHO paccMaTpmBaa MOJ1040ro 4YerioBeka.

OxTaBuno KaHTy Gbin cpegHero pocrta, ¢ CuibHbIMK GuuencaMy, BbiMMPaBLUMMM CKBO3b PACCTErHyThIN
BbILBETLUMI CUHWI >XakeT. Ero Gplokn, KOTOpble Ka3anuncb CMAMLLKOM BEMWKM €My, MeLLKoBaTo obBucanm
Ha ero HoBble NakMpoBaHHbIE Tydnu.

BukTop [)Xynuno TMXo 3acmesncs, cnpocus, He aymaeT nm OktaBMo 06BOpoOBaThL €ro.

— Tak Tbl, 3HAUMT, HOBbIA YENOBEK, — CKa3an OH CKpUMy4YuM rOfiocoM, MbITasiCb OnpeaenvTb LBeT
rna3 OKTaBMO, 3aTEMHEHHbIX KpacHoh OencbonbHoOM Keno4dkon. ATo ObIM neTawwume rnasa uBeTa
BnaxHown semnu. Buktop [xynuo onpeaeneHHo 3anogo3pun B 4eM-TO MOMNOAOro YeroBeka.
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— 4 HuKorga He Buaen Tebs 3geck Npexae, — ckasan oH, — OTKyaa Tbl B3sscs.

— W3 MaparBaHbl, — pe3ko otBeTun OKTaBMO, — 34eCb 1 BpEMEHHO. A BcTpeyan Tebs HECKONbKO
pas Ha nnowaaun.

— W3 lMaparBaHbl, — COHHO MOBTOPWUI CTapuK, — S BMAEN necdaHble AtoHbl MapareBaHbl, — OH
BCTPSAXHYIT FOJIOBOM M PE3KUM FOfIOCOM OCBEAOMWIICSA: — 4YTO Tbl HaMepeH Aenatb B 3TOM ©Oorom

3abbiToM MecTe? PasBe Tbl He 3Haellb, YTO Y 3TOM Ablpbl HET Oyaywero? Tbl MPOCTO MPUKMHbL, Kyaa
nepecenseTcs MornoaexXb.

— Bce meHsieTcsi, — 3asBun OKTaBMO, YyCEPOHO YKIMOHASCL OT pasroBopa o cebe, — 3TOT ropofok
BblpacTeT. MHoOCTpaHUbl CKynsT 34ecb KodeWHble nnaHTauum M Mons caxapHoro TPoCTHUKA. OHM
nocTposAT 3aeck 3aBoabl U habpuku. Hapon Banom noeanuT B 3TOT ropogd. Jlioam npuayT cioga, vtobbl
pasborarteTb.

BVIKTOp D,)KyJ'II/IO CKOp4uinca ot cMmexa, — 3aBOobl HE ANA TakuX, KakK Mbl. Ecnu Tl 3acTpAHellb 34ecCb
CINULLKOM HAZomnro, TO KOHYMLWb MOAOOHO MHE, — OH MOSOoXWN PYKYy Ha nrne4o OkTaBno, — s 3Halo,
noyemy Tbl 3a6pancs=| TaK garneko ot I'IaparBaHbl. Tbl 6eXnWb OT Yero-to? — cnpocuit OH, npuctanbHO
pasrnanabiBad OecnokonHble rrasa MOSI0A40ro YeroBeka.

— A 4T0, ecnu Tak? — Henosko yknoHunca OktaBno. OH 3Han, YTO He CKaXeT eMy Hu4ero. HuKkTo He
3Han o Hem B 3TOM ropoge. Ho 4To-TO B rmasax crapuka TPEBOXWUIIO ero, — AOMa y MeHsi Obino
HECKOJTbKO HENPUATHOCTEN, — NPoBopMOTan OH YKNOHYMBO.

Buktop [kynuo npowen wapkaloLwen NOXOAKOW K OTBEPCTUI0 B XWKMHE, CHSAM OXKYTOBbIA MELLOK,
BMCEBLLMIN Ha pPXKaBOM rBo3fe, M BbITAHyN oTTyAda OyThinKy gewesoro poma. Ero pyku, nepenneteHHble
B34YTbIMW BEHaMW, HENpPOW3BOSIbHO TPSACHMCb, KOrga OH OTBMHYMBAN KpbIKy OyTbinku. He obpalias
BHMMaHWS Ha TO, YTO AHTapHas >KWOKOCTb CTPYWTCS BHM3 NO ero towen bopode, OH HECKOMbKO pa3
rMOTHYI.

— Ham Hapgo mHoroe caenatb, — ckasan OkTaBno, — nydwe cobuparics u nongem.

A 6bin Morod, Kak M Tbl, KOrga APYro Map Ha3Ha4yum MeHsl MOMOLUHMKOM K OZHOMY CTapuky, —
BCnoMHun Buktop Kynvo, — ax, kak s Gbin cuneH u ycepaeH B Tpyae. Ho B3rnsHM Ha MeHs1 ceivac.
[llaxxe poM yxe He MOXeT CorpeTb Moe ropsio, — ONyCTMBLUMCL Ha 3eMrio, Buktop [xynuo nckan ceoto
MOXOAHYI0 TPOCTb, — 3Ta Narnka npuHagnexana Tomy ctapuky. OH gan MHe ee nepep CBoeil CMepTbio,
— OH npoTsaHyn OKTaBMO TEMHY, MPEKPacHO OTMONMPOBAHHYID TPOCTb, — OHa CAeflaHa M3 TBepaoro
AepeBa, pacTyLLEero B XKYHrMAX amasoHku. Ee aaxe Henb3s crnoMars.

OKTaBMO MENbKOM B3IMSAHYN Ha TPOCTb, @ 3aTEM CMPOCWUI C HETEPNEHWEM: — 4YTO TOJIKYy B 3TOM
oontoBHe? Nnu Ham Gorblle HEYEM 3aHATLCA?
CTapuk yCMexHyncs,, — MSCO 3aMOo4yeHOo yxe Buepa. Cenyac OHO JOMKHO ObiTb rotoBo. OHO Ha

ynuue, nosagu nayyri, B ctansHom bake.
— lMokaxu MHe, 4To Hago AenaTtb ¢ MscoM? — nonpocun OKTaBmo.

Buktop [xynmo 3acmesncsa. Y Hero He Obinio nepegHmx 3yOoB, a OCTaBLUMECH XeNTble KOPEHHble
3ybbl BbIrNsiAenu, croBHO ABa ctonbuka B Ablpe ero pTa, — 34eCb M B CaMOM [efne Heyero nokasbiBatb,
— CKasan OH CKBO3b B3BU3IMBalOLWMN XOXOT, — 4 MPOCTO 3axoxXy K dapmauesTy, Korga Hago
nNpurotToBuTb MAco. OH MOMMBAaET MSACO YEM-TO MOXOXUM Ha MapuHag. PakTu4eckn, — OOBbACHAN OH, —
HMYEro CIOXHOro B 3TOM HET, — ero poT pacnbifics B LUMPOKOW yXMblnke, — A Bceraa 6epy msico ns
CKOTODOOWHW, KOTOpas HpaBUTCHA M3pPY, — OH cAenan AOMrui rnoToK U3 ByTbINKM, — POM NMOMOraeT MHe
BOWTU B HOPMY, — OH royecan CBoW Nogbopoaok, — COBakM HACTUrHYT MeHS B OOWH M3 3TUX OHen, —
npoLuenTan OH CO B3AOXOM W BPYYWi NonynycTyto 6yTeinky OkTaBno, — Tbl ny4ile xnebHu HeMHOro.

— Her, cnacubo, — BexnuBo oto3sBancs OkTaBumo, — S He MOry nNnTb Ha I'IyCT017I xenyagok.

BukTop [)XXynuo packpbisi CBOM POT, MOTOBACH CKa3aTb YTO-TO. HO BMECTO 3TOro OH NOAHAN AOPOXHYIO
TPOCTb U [XKYTOBbIN MeLIOoK, npurnacue OKTaBMO CriefoBaTh 3a HUM. YBMEYEHHbIA YEM-TO, OH Ha MUr
OCTaHOBUICHA U B3rNsHyn Ha He6o. OHO O6bINO HU TEMHbLIM, HW CBETMbIM, HO KaKMM-TO HEOObIYHO ©
yrHeTtawlle cepbiM, YTO ObiBaeT nHorga nepeq pacceBeTtom. Boanu oH ycnbiwan nawm cobaku, — MSACo
30ecb, — cKkasarn OH, ykasblBasi Nogbopo4KOM Ha cTanbHon 6ak, CToAwmiA Ha gepeBaHHOM 0bpyoke. OH
nepepan OKTaBMO CBEPHYTYI BEPEBKY, — €CInK Tbl NOABSXKELLb Ha CuHy 3TOT Bak, Tebe GyneT nerye
HecTu ero.

OkTaBMO CO 3HaHMeM fJena 006Bs3an BepeBKY BOKPYr CTanbHOro 6aka, MOAHSAMN ero Ha CruHy W,
CKPECTUB BEPEBKM Ha CBOEW rpyaM, NPOYHO 3aBs3as He HWXKe Nynka, — 3TO BCe, YTO HY)XHO? — Cnpocun
OH, YKIOHSISICb OT B3rnsifa ctapuka.

— Y MeHs1 B MeLUKe eCTb elLle HECKONbKO 3amnacHbIX BEPEBOK N KAHUCTPA C KEPOCUHOM, — OGBACHUN
Buktop [xynuno, cHoBa OTxIeBGHYB rMOTOK poMa 1 HeGpexHO 3acyHyB OyThinKy B kapMmaH. Cnep B cneg
OHWM 3allaranu CyxuMm OBparoM, KOTOpPbIA paccekan 3apocniyM TpocTHMKa. Kpyrom crosmna TuluHA,
HapyLlaemas NuLLb TPensiMu CBEPYKOB U 1aCKOBbIM BETEPKOM, CHYHOLLMM MeXAY KMHXKaNbHbIX OTPOCTKOB
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TpocTHuKa. Buktop [Ixynno 6ecnokorHo B3goxHyn. Y Hero 6Gonena rpygb. OH u4yBcTBOBan cebs
yctanbiM. EMy xoTenoch rnedb Ha TBepAyt 3eMsto 34eck, nexatb... Ero B3rnsg Yacto Bo3spaliancs K
navyre, KOTOpasi CTaHOBWUIAacb BCE MEHbLLE N MEHbLLE.

Mpenyyscteue oxsBatuno ero. KoHeu 6bin 6nmnsok. OH yxe AaBHO 3Harm, YTO CRULIKOM cTap u crnab
ANna Ton paboTbl, KOTOPYK [OOIMDKEH BbIMNOMNHATb. OTO Obin TONBKO BOMNPOC BPEMEHM, MO3TOMY OHWU
npucnany HOBOro YenoBseka.

— BukTop kynuo, ngem, — HeTepnenueo 3akpudan OKTaBuo, — yxe no3aHo.

*k%

Fopop, Tnxo cnan. JInwb HecKonbKo CTapbIX XXEHLWH TONNnnoCb y LepKBU.

MoKpbIB CBOW TOMOBbI Y€PHBIMU MIIATKaMM, OHU MPOLLMIA MUMO ABYX MYXYMH, HE OTBEYaBLUMX HA UX
npueeTcTBUA. Ha y3kux GeTOHHbIX TpOoTyapax, MbiTasiCb HaWUTW 3aluMTy y GEe3MOSIBHbIX OOMOB, Nepen
3aKpbITbIMU ABEPbMIW, CBEPHYBLLUCH, NEXarnu KOCTIsIBble U yKacHble Ha BUA cobaku.

Mo komaHge Buktopa Dxynuo OkTaBMoO onyckan cTanbHoi 6ak Ha 3eMI0 U OTKPbIBas TYrylo KpPbILLKY.
Monb3ysicb AMUHHBLIMK AEepPEBSHHBbIMM LUMLAMK, KOTOpble OH BbiTalUil M3 CBOEr0 MELUKa, CTapuk
BblOMpan 13 6aka 6onbLION KyCOK Msica U kugan ero cobake. Takum obpa3om oH 1 OkTaBMO MeaneHHO
nepecekny Becb ropod, NogkapMnuBas kaxayt 6e34oMHy0 cobaky, MUMO KOTOPO oHM npoxoaunu. C
)KaQHOCTbIO, BUNSISt XBOCTaMMU, XXMBOTHbIE NOXMPanu CMepTENbHYIO efy.

— CoxpyT 1€b65 B agy 9T1 cobaku, — 3akpuyana Toncras crapyxa, 3akpbiBas 3a cobon OonbLuyto
AEPEBSHHYIO ABEPb CTAPO KAaTONMYECKOW LIEPKBM MO APYryto CTOPOHY MNrioLlaan.

— CoBceM cngartuna, — 3aopan B otBeT Buktop [)xynvo, BbITMpasi CBOM HOC pykaBOM pybaluku, — S
Aymato, n3 Tebsa mbl B 6ygyLiem npurotoBUM XOpOLUMIA KOpM Ans cobavexk.

— A HacuuTan cemHaguaTb, — noxanosancsa OkTaBuo, pacnpamndga 3a60neBmylo CNunHy, — cy,u,b6a
OOXIbIX NMCOB OTTArMBaeT MOou nre4yn.

— Y70 X, B3BaNMM Ha HUX elle oaHy, — ckasan Buktop [xynuo. 3noselyasi ynoibka ckpuBuna ero
nMuo, — 34ecb ecTb ellle ogHa cobaka, KOTOPOW He CY)XAEHO HaWTV CMepTb Ha ynuue.

— Y10 TbI Xouewsb ckasaTb? — cnpocun OKTaBMO W pa3BepHYr BOKPYr rOMOBbl CBOK KPaCHYIO
OencbonbHyo Kenky, 03agadvyeHHo BrnsabiBasCh B €ro nmuo.

Ma3sa BI/IKTOpa ,D,)KyJ'II/IO CYy3UInCb, €ro 3padku Gnectenu 3nbIMN OrOHbKaMMU.

Ero xygoe crapoe Teno gpoxano oT OXMAaHWs, — A CUITbHO HepBHU4ato. Cenvac s ybbio 4YepHoro
lepmaHa, nacTywbio cobaky naBoyHuka JlebaHech!.

— Tbl He caenaelwb aToro, — 3anpotectoBan OkTaBuo, — 3T0 He Bpoasyas cobaka. OHa He GonbHa.
Ee xopowwo kopmMaAT. Map roBopun TonbKo 0 6e300MHbIX 1 6onbHLIX cobakax.

BukTop [)Xynno rpoMko Bbipyrancs v 3510 NOCMOTPEN Ha CBOErO NOMOLLHMKE.
OH He comMHeBarics, YTo 3TO Oblin ero NocneaHu WaHc BOCMONb30BaTbCA A00M.

Ecnun He OkTaBuo, Tak KTO-TO Apyron 6yaeT BefaTb YHUUTOXEHMEM coBak K KOHLLY TEKYLLEro ce3oHa.
OH noHMman, noyemy MOJ'IO,IJ,OI;I 4yerioBeK He Xo4eT NPUYNHATL KOMY-TO HEMNPUATHOCTU, HO 3TO Xe He ero
3abota. OH xaxgan cmepTn cobakn JlebaHeckl C Tex NOp, Kak OHa nokycana ero. 1o 6bln NnocneaHun
LIaHC.

— OToro nca obyuunu ans TpaeBnu, — ckasan Buktop [PKynuo, — Kaxabli pas, BblpBaBLUMUCL, OH
KycaeT koro-to. OH MUcKycarn MeHsl HECKOIbKO MECSILLEB TOMY Hasaf, — CTapuWK Orosinm CBOK U3paHEHHYHO
HOry, — MOCMOTpM Ha LWpam! — cepanTo BopYarn OH, pacTupasl NIMNoBOe Yy3noBaToe MEeCTO Ha CBOEM
nkpe, — nebaHeca gaxxe He NoGECNOKOUNICA OTBECTU MeHSl K JOKTopy. He 3Halo, KTo 13 HuX GeLueHbIn,
cobaka unm ee xXo3siH.

— Bce PaBHO Tbl HE y6beLLIb co6a|<y, — HacTauan OkTaBWo, — 3TOT Nec He yJ'IVI‘-IHbIVI. Y Hero ecTb
Brnagerneu, — OH yMondAuwe NnoCMoTpes Ha CTapuka, — Tbl TOJIbKO HANMpPOCULWIbCA Ha HENPUATHOCTb.

— Koro 210 BOMNHYeT? — BOMHCTBEHHO OrpbI3HYNCA BukTop [)Kynuo, — A HEeHaBUXY 3TO XUBOTHOE, U
y MeHs1 He ByaeT Apyroi BO3MOXHOCTU YOUTb ero, — OH GPOCUI CBOW MELLIOK Ha Nieyo, — MOoLUnu, naem
xe.

OKTaBMO HEOXOTHO MocneaoBan 3a cTapukoM. Mo yakoMy nepeysiky OHW BbILLM HAa OKpauHy ropoaa u
OCTaHOBUNUCH Nepesd 60MbLUINM 3eNeHbIM JOMOM.

— Cobaka gomxHa ObITb 3a JOMOM, — cka3an Bukrop [Xynno, — nocMoTpum.

OHu nowwnu BAOMb KAPNNYHOW CTEHbI, OKpYXKaBLuen 3agHunii Asop. Ho cobakn 3geckb He GbIno.

— [aBawn octaBuM 370, — 3awentan OkTaBno, — S yBEpEH, 4To cobaka CnvT BHYyTpu goma.

— OHa fgormkHa BbITK, — ckasan Buktop [Kynuo n 3akonoTun TpocTbio Mo CTEHE.

"pOMKMIA Man packomon YTPEHHIoW TUWKHY. CTapuk Bo36yXAEeHHO NOANPbLIrHYI, pa3MaxmBas TPOCTbHO
B BO34yxe, — Jaw MHe ocTaTku msaca, — notpebosan OH.
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OKTaBMO CHAN BEPEBKY CO CBOEN rpyau M HEOXOTHO OMyCTMN cTanbHOM Gak Ha 3emmo. CTapuk
BbITALLMI OEPEBAHHBIMM LMMNLAMU NOCNeAHUe Kycku msica u 6pocun nx vyepes 3abop.

— Tbl TOMBKO NOCAYLWAN, Kak 3Ta CKOTUHA rmoTaeT oTpasy, — Beceno 6ontan Bukrop Oxynuo, — aTa
3nobHas TBapb Tak e ronogHa, kak u octanbHble.

— lMoligem BbIcTpee oTcioaa, — 3awenTtan OKTaBuo, 3akuabiBas Gak Ha CvHY.

— He cnewn, — paccmesincs ctapuk. YyBCTBO BOCTOpra OXBaTWMO €ro, korga OH Hallesn, Ha 4To
BCTaThb.

— Wpem, — Hactamean OkTaBnoO, — HAC MOryT 3aMeTUTb.

— He cmoryT, — cnokonHo 3aBepun Buktop [)Kynvo, NOAHMMAsCb Ha LWATKUA OEPEBSHHbIN ALK,
NPUCTaBMEHHBbIN K CTeHe. BcTaB Ha upbInoykn, oH paccmatpuBan GecHytoLyocs cobaky. ApocTHO nasi u
He anesi CBOEro ropna, XXMBOTHOe pa3bpbi3rnBasno NneHy 1 KpoBb, MbiTasiCb BbIpBaTbCA Ha cBoboay. BoT
yXe Horv nepectanu crubatbes. [Nec ceanunca Habok. CunbHblE Cygoporu CKpYTUIM ero Teno.

Buktop [xynuo sagpoxarn, — Kak OH TSDKENO ymMupar, — LUenTan OH, CMpbIrHyB ¢ siwmka. OH He
YyBCTBOBAIl HMKaKOro YAOBOJIbCTBMS OT TOr0, YTO OTpaBuin cobaky JleGaHeckl. Bce aTv rogbl, yHUYTOXas
cobak, oH Bcerga nsberan CMOTPeTb Ha To, Kak OHM ymupatoT. OH HMKOrda He Mosyyan yAoBONbCTBUS,
ybuBas 6poasumnx 4BOpHsKeK ropoaa. JTo Gbina TonbKo ero paboTa, e4MHCTBEHHO AOCTYMNHAs Ans Hero.

CwmyTHbIN cTpax 3akpancsa B cepgue Bukropa Dkynuo. OH nocmMoTpen Ha NyCTbIHHYHO AOPOry BHU3Y.
3aTtem, NogorHyB GOMbLLLON Nanew, Ha NeBOW pPyKe, OH MONOXUN MEXAY HUM U 3ansiCTbeM CBOI TPOCTb.
[epxa pyKky BbITAHYTOW, OH Hayan BpaliaTb TPOCTb B3ad W Brneped Tak ObiCTpo, YTO Kasanocb, 6yaTo
TPOCTb NOABECWIN B BO3AYyXE.

— Y10 910 3a hokyc? — cnpocun OKTaBuno, yBnevyeHHo Habngasa 3a HUM.

— OT0 He oKyc. DTO UCKYCCTBO. ATO €OMHCTBEHHOE, YTO S AENal XOpOoLo, — MneYyarnbHO NMOSICHUI
Buktop [xynno, — no ytpam u nocne obega A pasBnekar ManeHbkux geten Ha nnowaaun. Hekotopbie
OeTV Jaxe OpyxaT cO MHOW, — OH nepefan TpocTb OkTaBno, — nonpobyn. NocMmoTpuM, cmMoXeLb nn
NOBTOPUTb 3TO.

BVIKTOp ,D,)KyJ'IVIO B3axnieb xoxoTan Hag HEYKIMIOXXNMW NonbITKaMn OkTaBuno yaoepxXaTtb TPOCTb Tak, Kak
nonaranocb, — 3TO TpeGyeT OOINTnxX NeT NpakTukn, — ckaaan CTapuK, — Hado pa3BuBaTtb cBO ©onbLUO
naneu, OTTArMBasl ero Hasaf, nNoka OH He KOCHeTCs 3ansactbd. M Tbl JorkeH gBuraTb pyKon O4YeHb
6bICTp0, 4YTOObI TPOCTb HE nMena BpeMeHn ynactb Ha 3eMIio.

OKTaBMO BEPHYI eMy TPOCTb, — JaBaii fy4dlle noimaem aTux cobak! — BOCKIMKHYI OH, YAMBIEHHbI
BHe3arnHbIM NosiBNIEHNEM YTPEHHEro 3apeBa U KpacoYHbIX NATEH, BO3HUKLLMX HA BOCTOMHOM Hebe.

— BukTop [)Xynuo, Noaoxam MeHsi, — 3akpuyarn nosaam Hux pebGeHok.

Bocasi, ¢ 4epHbIMM CnyTaHHbIMKW BOMOCaMW, 3aBSI3aHHBLIMWU Ha 3aTblfKe, LUECTUNETHSIS OeBoYka
ObICTPO AOrOHsINa MY>X4MH, — NOCMOTPMU, KKy UrpyLLKY nogapunia MHe TeTsl, — ckasara oHa, NO3BOSvB
CTapuWKy NOCMOTPETb Ha LLUEHKa, OTLOM KOTOPOro Obifl TONbKO YTO OTpaBreHHbI fepmaH, — s HasBana
ee 6aboykon.

OHa o4yeHb Noxoxa Ha 6abouky, npaBaa?

BukTtop xynuo cen Ha 6opatop. ManeHbkas geso4vka ycTpounacb psgom C HUM 1 NONoXuna emy Ha
KOMEeHN NpenecTHOro Myxmnoro LieHka. B cmaTeHnn oH npobexxan nanbuamu BOOMb YepHOW n GregHo-
XENTOW LLKYPKK.

— lMokaxun 6abouke, Kak Tbl 3acTaBfsiellb TaHLUEBaTb CBOO nanky, — nonpocuina geso4ka.
BMKTOp ,D,)KyJ'IVIO onyctun co6a|<y M BblTallun n3 KapmMaHa 6yTbIJ'IKy poma. He nepesoaA ObiXxaHudA, OH

MONHOCTbIO OCyWWN ee M Gpocun obpaTHo B Mellok. CTapuk C TOCKOW oOrfsigen pagocTHoe nuvuo
pebGeHka. Ckopo OHa BblpacTeT, ModyMar OH.

OHa He ponro 6ygeT cuaeTb C HUM MoA AEepPEeBbSMW Ha MrowaaM M NoMoraTb €My HarnomnHsTb
MYCOpHble Gaku TpsANbeEM K XNaMoM, Bepsi B TO, YTO HOYbIO BCe 3TO npesBpatuTtca B 3o50To. OH
3agymancs, 6yaeT N oHa TOXe KpuyaTb Ha HEero v u3geBaTbCsl Haf HUM, Kak 3To AenaeT 60nbLINHCTBO
nos3pocneBLlnx AeTtel. OH CUMNbHO 3aXMypuncsi, — MyCTb CMOTPWUT, €ClN TOMbKO Maro4vka 3axodeT
TaHueBaTb, — NPOLUENTanN OH U BCTar, pacTupasi CBOM CKpUMy4Ymne KOMNeHu.

CnoBHo okongosaHHble, OKTaBMoO U peBGeHoK YCTaBUMUCh Ha TPOCTb.

Kasanocb, oHa TaHUeBarna cama rno cede, oXxuBrsieMasi He TONbKO 6bICprIM N N3ALWHBIM OABWXEHNEM
PYK BI/IKTOpa ,D,)KyJ'II/IO, HO TakXe U PUTMUYHBbIM TOMNOTOM €ro Hor, ero XxpunmnbiMm U BCe Xe MeliogU4HbIM
rof1oCoOM, KOTOPbIM OH nen AeTCKMe CTULLIKA.

OkTtaBuo onycTtun 0ak 1 cen Ha Hero, BOCXULLAsACb MacTepCTBOM CTapuka.

BukTop [)kynmo octaHoBWncs Ha nonycnoee. Ero TpocTe ynana Ha 3emnio. C yaMBIEHWEM U YXKacom
OH CMOTpen Ha LieHKa, NakaBLIero CoK OTPaBSIeHHOro Msica, KOTOPbI TUXO counncs u3 Gaka.
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[eBoyka nogHsana TpocTb M nodana ee Buktopy [Kynuno, — 51 HUKOrAa He BMAENaA, YTOObI Thbl POHSII
ee, — 3aMeTusa oHa ¢ 0ecrnokoncTBOM, — Manoyka ycrana?

Buktop [>xynno nonoxun gpoxallyto pyKy Ha ee rofioBKY M HEXHO Mornaann ee Yenky, — s BO3bMy
©6abouyky Ha nporynky, — ckasan OH, — a Tbl BO3BpaLlancsa B KpoBaTKy, MOKa TBOA Mama He Haluna 1ebs
3g4ecb. Betpetumea nonoaxe Ha nnowaan. Mel cHoBa 6yaem BmecTe cobupath Oyaylimne CrimTkn 301073,
— OH MOAHSAMN NyXJI0ro LWeHKa Ha pyku 1 caenan 3Hak OkTaBvo cnegoBaTh 3a HAM MO ynuue.

Bpoasuve cobaku yxxe He nexanu nepen 3akpblTbIMU ABEPbMU, HO PACKUHYB CBOW HErHyLLMecs nanbl,
OHW Bananucb NOCPean NbifibHbIX NEPEYNKOB U UX OCTEKIEHEeBLUWE rnasa NnpucTanbHO U Tyno cMOoTpenu
B npoctpaHcTBo. Mo ogHon OkTaBuO CBA3bIBaN MX BepeBKOMW, KoTopyt Buktop [kynmo BbiTawwimn ms
CBOEro MeLlka.

Babouka, Bce ee Teno KOHBYNbCMBHO TPSICIIOChb, U3Beprarna CTpyiKy KpoBu Ha Bptoku cTapuka. OH ¢
OTYasiHueM BCTPSAXHYN €€ TOMOBKY, — YTO S CKaXy Marblluke? — mnpowenTan OH, CBA3biBas
OTPaBMIEHHOrO LWeHKa C APYIMMU XXUBOTHBIMU.

OHu coenanu gea obxona, a 3aTem yTalmny MepTBbIX cobak 3a okpauHy ropoaa, 3a oM JlebaHecsl,
3a nycTble Nonsi, BHA3 MO CyXOMY YLenbio. Buktop [)Kynuo npuKpbin UX rpygol CyXux BETOK, MOMWN Kydy
KEPOCUHOM U1 MOKET.

Cobaku ropenu mMeaneHHo, HanosmHA4 Bo34yX 3anaxom naneHoro mdaca u WepcTu.

EnBa nepeBoast Ayx, ¢ NerkvumMu, 3abUTbIMM KONOTBIO U AbIMOM, ABOE MY>XUYUH BbliBpanuce 13 yuienbs.
He B cunax ganblue npogormkaTtb NyTb, OHU PYXHYNU NOA TeHb LIBETYLLEN KpAaCHbIM LIBETOM akaLuu.

CTapuk pacTsiHyfnics Ha TBepaoW 3emrsle, elle MnpoxfagHoi nocrne Houn. Ero pyku Tpsicnucb. OH
3aKpbiN rnasa u nonpoGoBan YCrnoKoMTb CBOE AblXxaHune B Hagexae, YTo 370 pa3BeeT 6ofb, CTECHUBLLYIO
ero rpyab. OH MeyTarn o CHe; O CHe, B KOTOPOM Tepsiellb cebs.

— MNoxanyn, a ynay, — ckazan OKTaBMO CNycTs HEKOTOpoe Bpems, — Byay genaTb Kakyt-HUbyab
apyryto pabory.

— OcTaHbCsl CO MHOW, — MONPOCUI CTapuK, — MHe Hago pacckasaTb pebeHky o cobake, — OH cen u
ymonstoLLe B3rnaHyn Ha OKTaBmo, — Tbl MOXELLb MOMOYb MHE.

[eTtn oveHb paHO Ha4YnHatT boaTbcs MeHsi. OHa ogHa U3 HEMHOIUX, KTO OPYXUT CO MHOMN.

YxacHas nycTtoTta B ronoce Buktopa [xynuo Hanyrana OktaBno. OH NpMCAOHUNCA K CTBONY AepeBa
1 3akpbin ceou rmasa. OH He Mor Gonblle BUAETb 3TOT CTpax U oTyasHue, oTnevaTaHHble Ha nuvue
cTapuka.

— [llongem co MHOM Ha nnowadb. MycTb KaXabl y3HaeT, YTO Thbl HOBbIA YENoOBEK, — yMonsoLwe
npocun Buktop [xynuo.

— £ He ocTaHycb B 3TOM ropoge, — rpy6o oTpesan OkTaBno, — MHe He HpaBuUTcs 3Ta pabota. MHe
He HpaBuTcs ybnBaTb cobak.

— Bonpoc He B TOM — HpasuTCca unu He HpaButcHd, — 3ameTun Buktop [xynvo, — 310 BONpocC
CyAbObl, — OH rPYyCTHO YNbIOHYNCS, ero B3rns CKOMb3HYN B HanpaBfeHWM ropofa, — KTo 3HaeT, MOXeT
Thl OCTaHeLbCs 30eCb HaBEKWU, — MpoLLenTarn OH, CHOBa 3aKpblB CBOW Masa.

TUWKWHY Hapywun ryn cepauTbiX roriocoB. BHM3y mo gopore gBuranacb rpynna manbuvullek nopg
npeaBoOANTENbLCTBOM CcTapwlero cbiHa JlebaHecbl. OHM OCTAHOBUNUCH B HECKOMbKMX LWarax oT OBYyX
MY>XKYMH.

— Tbl youn moto cobaky, — 3awwmnen cbiH JlebaHeckl 1 MAHYN AOWMOM Aanblue Horu Buktopa
[bxynvo.

Onupasch Ha TpOCTb, CTapMK NOLHAMCSA Ha HOMU.

— [No4yemy Tbl Tak AymMaellb 000 MHE? — CNpPOCUIT OH, MbITasiCb BbIUrpaTb Bpems. Ero pyku gpoxanu.
OH Hawapun B Mewke OyTbINKy pomMa M ocTonbeHen OT Toro, YTO OHa Obina nycra, He B cunax
BCMOMHWTb, KOTAAa e BbiNuTa NOCNeaHAs Kannsi.

— Tbl yéun cobaky, — NOBTOPSIN Marnb4uK Hapacnes, — Tbl yOun cobaky, — NpOoKnMHasa 1 Tonkas ero,
Marnb4YuLLKN MbITANIMCb BbIPBATb €0 TPOCTb U J)KYTOBbIA MELLOK.

Buktop [xynuo oTctynun Hasad. PazmaxmBasi CBOe TPOCTbO, OH BCMEMy KONMOTUIT HAaCMELUSUBbIX
IOHLIOB, — OCTaBbTE MEHsI B MOKOe! — 3akpuyan oH gpoxawumm rydbamu.

Ha MrHoBeHue HanyraHHble ero sipoCTbio, FOHOLLM NPUTUMXKU. BOpyr, CNOBHO TOMBbKO YTO 3aMETUB, YTO
BukTop [)Xynvo He 0auH, OHM NoBepHYNUCb K OkTaBuo.

— K10 ThI? — Kpu4an oauvH M3 MarnbuuleK, NepeBOAst B3rMs4 OT OLHOMO MYXYUHbI K OPYromy,
BO3MOXXHO OLleHMBas pe3yrnbTaTbl X 0604HOro CroBopa, — Thl CO CTAPMKOM? Thl €ro MOMOLLHMK?

OxTaBuo He oTBeTWs. BaMaxHyB BepeBKOW Haf CBOEW rofioBOW, OH 3allenkan et nepen cobon, Kak

xnbictom. Cmesacb 1 BCKpUKnBas, pe6;|Ta NbiTalIUCb YKINOHUTBLCA OT MNpUUerbHbIX yaapoB. Ho korga
HEKOTOpPbIM N3 HNUX BepeBKa 0o0oXrna He TONbko UKPbI N 6ep,pa, HO nne4yn n pykn, OHM OTCTynunn Hasag.
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OHK puHynuch 3a Buktopom [Kynvo, KoTopbli TEM BpeMeHeMm yberan K yuienbto, rae elle goropanu
cobaku.

Crapuk orngHyncs. OT yxaca y Hero paclumpunmnchb 3padku, ManbymLKM Bbiny NoYTn 3a ero CrvHON.
OHKM He kaszanucb emy nabMW; OHU HanoMuHanu emy cBopy nawouwux ncos. OH nonpobosan GexaTb
ObIcTpee, HO Xrydas 6onb B rpyan TOPMO3una ABMKEHMS.

Manbuunwikn, NogHMMas ranbky, 6pocanu ee B Hero, NPoOCTO MoOALWYyYunBas Hag HUM. Ho korga cbiH
JlebaHeckl NOTAHYNCS 3a 6onbLWMM KaMHEM, ocTarbHble pebsTa noctapannck NPeB3onUTU Apyr Apyra —
B XOZ NoLunm 6onbLune OCKOSKU Nopoabl.

OavH 13 Hux nonan BVIKTOpy ﬂ,)KyJ'IVIO B rososy. OH 3awaTtancs. [masa ero HAYero He BUOENM, 3eMns
ynnbiBana n3-nof Hor. CTapVIK NOKa4HyIncda 1 ceanurcd ¢ O6prBa.

BeTep foHec M3 yuienbsi coaBneHHbIN KpUK. 3anbixaBlnUCb, C NMUuamMu B MOSIOCKY OT MbIX U NOTa,
MarbYMKM CTOSINW, rNsSas ApYr Ha Apyra. 3aTem, CMOBHO MO KakOMY-TO CUrHanmy, oHuM Gpocunucbk B
pasHble CTOPOHbI.

OkTaBno chexan BHM3 MO KPYTOMY CKMOHY M OMYCTUNCS Ha KOMNeHu nepes HenoaBWXHbIM TENoMm
Bukropa Oxynuo. OH cunbHO BCTpAxHyN ero. CTapuk OTKpbIN rnasa. AbixaHne cnabeowymm BCnbiLLKaMu
BbIXOAMNO M3 Hero. [onoc 6bin cnabbiM, NPUrNYLIEHHbIM 3BYKOM, — 1 3Han, YTO KOHel, 6nmM3ok, HO
ayman, 4yto 3TO KoHeu moen paboTbl. MHe M B ronoBy He NPUXOAMMO, YTO BCE 3aKOHYUTCH TakUMm
obpasom, — ero 3payvkm OnecHynm CTpaHHoO Apkummn kpackamu. OH NpucTanbHO B3rMsSHYN B rnas3a CBOero
nomoLyHmka. >KnsHb yina.

OxTtaBno 6e3ymHo BCTpsxHyn ero, — mncyc! OH mepTB! — OKTaBMO NepekpecTuncs u NogHsAmN CBoe
BCMOTeBLee nuuUo K Heby. HecmoTps Ha ocnenutenbHOe cusiHue cornHua, 6negHas nyHa 6bina
otyeTnnBo pasnuuuma. OH XOoTen MnNOMONUTLCH, HO HEe MOr BCMOMHUTb HU OOHOW MOUTBBI.
EavHcTBEHHBIV 06pas 3acen B €ro MbiCnv — MHOXECTBO cobak npecrnegosarno ctapuvka rno nonsm.

OkTaBMO NOYyBCTBOBAN B CBOMX pyKax HapacTalLUn XOmnoA, ero Teno Havana outbe apoxe. MoxHO
CHoBa ybexaTb B Apyrow ropof, nogyman oH. Ho Torga oHM 3anogo3paT ero B ybuinctese Buktopa
[bxynuo. Jlyywe octaBaTbCsa HEKOTOPOE BPEMS B ropofe, Noka Bce He NPOSICHUTCS, PeLUni OH.

OkTtaBno Habniopan 3a MepTtBeuom. 3aTem, NoAAaBLUMCL MOPbIBY, OH MOAHAN TpocTb Bukropa
Ixynuo, nexaswyto psgom. OH nornagun ee n NoTep NPeKkpacHo Bblpe3aHHbI HabangalHK O CBOK
neByto wweky. OH NovyBCTBOBAS, YTO OHa Bceraa npuHaanexana emy. Ctano MHTEPecHo, CMOXET N OH
Korga-Hubyab BOCNPOM3BECTM TaHeL, TPOCTU.

7.

OxTtaBno KaHTy 3akoHuYMn cBoW nocrnegHui ceaHc nedyeHms. OH B3N CBOKO LIAAMNY M BCTan co cTyna.
£ 3ameTuna, Kak CMnbHO rogbl CAABUNKU eMy rpyab 1 ocnabunm Mblwubl ero pyk. OBAMHABLLMIA NnaXak u
OploKM Ha HeM BbInM Ha Heckornbko pasmepoB bonblie. KapMaH Ha npaBow CTOPOHE Pes3Kko Bbinupan oT
BonbLon ByTbINkM poma.

— BoT Tak Bcerga, Korga oHa 3akaHdMBaeT Moe NeYeHWne, COH KyAda-To npsiyeTcsi, — npollenTan oH
MHe, NpoJorikasi CMOTPETb CBOMMM BBanvBLUMMUCS GeclBeTHbIMM rna3amu Ha Mepceaec Mepanbty, —
cerogHsa a1 3abonTarncs ¢ Toobon.

Hwukak He MOTY NMOHATb, NOYEMY Tbl TaK MHTEPECYyeLlbCA MHOW.

Lvpokas ynbibka pasrnaguna ero nuuo, Korga OH MOMECTUNT CBOK MOXOOHYH TPOCTb MeXay
oonbwKnM nanbuem u 3ansctbeM. Ero pyka 3amenbkana B3ag M Brnepeg C Takum MNopasuTerbHbIM
MacTepCTBOM, YTO TPOCTb, Ka3anocb, MoaBecunu B Bo3gyxe. Hu crnoBa He roBopsi, OH Bbilen M3
KOMHaThI.

— [oHbsa Mepcegec, — TUXO BCKPUKHYNa s, MOBOPaYnBasiCh K HEN, — Tbl HE CNWLWbB?

Mepcegec lMepanbTa kMBHyNa, — A 6oapcTBylo. A Bcerga 604pcTBYylO, Aaxe Koraa Cro, — MSArko
ckasana oHa, — 3TO crnocob6, KOTOpLIM A MbITAOCh CAEPXUBATL CBOU NPLIKKX Briepes cebs.

£ ckasana en, 4To ¢ Tex nop, kak s Havyana 6ecepgoBatb ¢ OkTaBno KaHTy, MeHsi MOCTOSIHHO My4datoT
nssogdwme sonpockl. Mor nun OkTaBno KaHTy Kak-TO YKMOHUTBCA U He BCTaBaTb Ha MecTo Buktopa
[bxynno? M noyemy OH B TakOW NONHOW Mepe NOBTOPSIET XM3Hb BukTopa [Ixynno?

— OT0 HeonpoBePXUMbIEe BOMPOCHI, — OTBETUNA A0HbS Mepceaec, — HO ny4lle NoMaeM Ha KyxHo 1
cnpocum 06 atom Kanpenspuio. Y Hee nobonblie yma, 4eM y Hac obomx BMecTe. A CrnuKOM cTapa,
4yTOObI BbITE YMHON, @ Thl CANLLKOM ObOpa3oBaHa.

C cusitoLent ynbiGkol oHa B3sina MeHs 3a pyKy, M Mbl MOLLMN Ha KYXHIHO.
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Kanpenspusa, 3aHsiTas TeMm, YTo ckpebna OHuLLA MeOHbIX Tapernok M TopLIKOB, He cribiliana u He
BuOena Hawero npuxoda. Koroa noHbs Mepcedec noaTonkHyna ee, oHa u3dana NpOH3UTENbHbIA U
ncnyraHHbli BOMNMb.

KaHpenspus Obina BbICOKOW, € NOKaTbiMK NredYamMun n Wnpokumm 6egpamu. A He morna onpegenntb
ee Bo3pact. OHa uHorga Bbeirmagena Ha Tpuauatbh, a MHorga Ha natbaecsaT. Ee 3aropenoe nuuo 6bino
MOKPbITO  KPOLUEYHBbIMW  BECHYLLKaMK, pPacnofoXeHHbIMM TakK pPaBHOMEPHO, 4YTO OHW Ka3amnucb
HapucoBaHHbIMK. OHa BbIKpacuna CBOM TEMHbIE BbIOLLMECS BOMNOCHI B MOPKOBHO-KPaCHbIA LBET M ogerna
nnatbe, caenaHHoe n3 6poCKo pa3prcoBaHHOIO CUTLA.

— Kak? Yto Tebe Hago B Moeln KyxHe? — crnpocuna oHa C NPUTBOPHbIM pasgpakeHneMm.
— Mysusa ogepxxmuma mbicnamy o6 Oktasmo KaHTy, — obbsacHuna goHbs Mepcegec.

— bor mon! — Bckpuuana Kangensipusi. Koroa oHa nocMoTperna Ha MeHs, ee nuuo Bbipaxano
WCKpPEHHEE NOTPsICEHNE, — HO MOYEMY O HEM? — Cnpocuria oHa.

Osap,aquHaﬂ ee O6BVIHF|I-OIJJ,VIM TOHOM, A MOBTOPWUIIA BOMPOCLI, KOTOPbIE TOJIbKO 4YTO 3ajana AOHbe
Mepcegnec.

Kanpenspua 3acmesnacb, — a s yx 6bino 3abecnokovnnacb, — ckasana oHa foHbe Mepcenec, —
My3UM Takme cTpaHHble. A BcnoMHuna 1y Mysuo 13 OuHNsHOuM, KoTopas nuna ctakaH Mo4vu nocrie
obena ans Toro, 4YTobbl COpOCUTL Bec. A KeHLiMHa, koTopasi npuexana w3 Hopseruu, 4Tobbl NOBUTb
pblby B Kapnbckom mope?

Kak s 3Hato, oHa Tak HM4Yero n He norMmana. M3-3a Hee nepeccopurica BeCb 3KMnax cyaHa. Toxe MHe,
B34AJ711 B MOp€e Ha CBOIO rosiosy.

Becerno cmesicb, 06€ XXeHLMHbI NPUCcenu, — HUKTO He 3HaeT, 4YTo y Mysuii B ronose, — npogosnkana
KaHpenapwusi, — oHM cnocobHbl Ha BCe, — OHa BHOBb 3ax0XO0Tarna, elle rpoMye, Yem npexae, a 3atem
OonATb NPUHSINACh CKPECTM CBOU FOPLLKWN.

— [Mo-Bugumomy, KaHgenspuio oveHb Mano 3avHTepecoBanu TBOM BOMPOCbI, — CKa3ana AOHbS
Mepcenec, — s nuyHo aymato, yto OkTaBmo KaHTy He mor m3bexarb Toro, 4tobbl CcTaTb Ha MECTO
BukTopa [xynuno. Y Hero 660 04eHb Mano Cuibl; BOT NOYEMY OH Bbin CXBaYeH TeM, YTO TanHCTBEHHee
BCEro, 0 YeM Tbl MOXELLb CKa3aTb: 3TO YTO-TO bonee TaMHCTBEHHOE, YeM cyabba. BegbMbl Ha3biBalOT 3TO
TEHbIO BeAbMbl.

— OktaBno KaHTy Obln 04eHb MONOA M Kpenok, — BHe3anHo 3arosopuna Kangenspus, — HO OH
CNVLWKOM JOonro npocugen B TeHu Buktopa Oxynwo.

— O 4yem oHa roBopuT? — cnpocuna s goHbto Mepcegec.

— Korga ntogu yracatoT, 0COBEHHO B MOMEHT MX CMEPTU, OHW CBSA3bIBAIOT 3TO TAMHCTBEHHOE HEYTO C
apyrummn nmogemu. OBpasyeTtcs HenpepbiBHas uUenb, — 06bscHANa AoHbs Mepcegec, — BOT moyemy
AEeTN NOXOXN Ha CBOMX poauTenen. U Te, KTo npucmaTpumBaloT 3a CTapbiMy NogbMY, CregyroT no naram
3a CBOMMM NOAONEYHBIMU.

KaHpenspusi 3aroBopuna cHoBa, — OKTaBuo KaHTy cnvwkom fonro npocuaen B TeHu Bukropa
Ibkynuno. W TeHb uctowmna ero cunel. Buktop kynuo 6bin cnab, HO, OKpalleHHasi UM, ero TeHb Gbina
OYeHb CUIMbHOWN.

— Tbl Ha3bIBaeLLb TEHbIO ﬂ,yLIJy? — cnpocuna 4 KaHp,enﬂpmo.

— HeT, TeHb — 3TO TO, YTO MMEIOT BCE NMOan, HeYTo Gonee cunbHOe, YeM KX OyLun, — OTBETMNA OHa.
Mo-BuamMmomMy, MOV BOMPOCHI el Hagoenu.

— Bort T1ak, Myans, — ckazana goHbs Mepcegec, — okTtaBno KaHTy CrMLLIKOM [OMro cuaen Ha 3BeHe
uenuM — Touke, rae cyabba CBSA3bIBAET XM3HU BMECTe. Y Hero He Obino cun yntu ot atoro. U, kak ckasana
KaHpensapusi, TeHb Buktopa [Ixynuo muctowmna ero cunbl. [103TOMYy Kaxabll U3 HAc WMEET TeHb,
CUnbHy0 unu crnabyro. Mel MoxeM nepegatb 3Ty TEHb TOMY, KOro nobunu, ToMy, KOro HeHaBMAENu, Unm
TOMY, KTO NPOCTO OKasarcsa nof pykown. Ecnv mMbl He oTA4aeM ee HUKOMY, OHa pacrori3aeTcs BOKPYr nocrne
Hallen cMepTu A0 TeX Nnop, Noka He UCYE3HeT.

£ cmoTpena Ha Hee, Hu4Yero He noHumasn. OHa 3acMesnack ¥ ckasana: — s rosopuna tebe, 4To MHe
HpaButcs OblTb BegbMoW. MHe HpaBuTCs CMOCOob, KOTOpPbIM BedbMbl OOBACHAT COObLITMA, Aaxe
CO3HaBas TO, YTO UM TPYAHO MOHATH €ro.

OkTtaBuo HYXXOaeTCcAa BO MHe. A obneryato ero 6peMﬂ C NOMOLLbIO CBOMX 3aknnHaHun. OH YyBCTBYeET,
yTO 6€3 Moero BMeLlaTeNnbLCTBa OH NOBTOPUT XXNU3Hb BI/IKTOpa ,D,)KyﬂMO TOYb-B-TOYb.
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YacTts BTOpad.

8.

A oxmpana FTPOMKMX CTYKOB N CKPUMOB, KOTOPbIE ornawanun no ytpamMm BeCb AOM KaxKabl vyeTBepr,
Korga KaH,CleJ'IFIpVIFI Ha4dnHana nepecrtaBlidTb TAXKeNYyHo mMebernb B FOCTUHOMN. LIJyma He ObIfo n, nogywvas,
YK HEé CHUTCA J1I1 MHE 3TO BO CHe, 4 nowusia no TeMHOMY KOpnaopy B ee KOMHaTy.

Jlyun conHeyHOro cBeTa NPOHMKANN CKBO3b LLIENW B AEPEBAHHBIX CTABHSAX, OTKPbIBAKOLIUX ABa OKHA Ha
ynuuy. OB6eaeHHbIN CTON C LWECTbO CTYNbSAMW, YepHbIA AMBaH, 0OUTOE Kpecrno, 3epKarbHblA KoelHblii
CTONMUK U Jaxe BCTaBMEHHbIE B paMbl 3CTamrbl NacTopasbHbiX NaHAwadgToB U CueH Koppuabl — BCe
ObINo Ha Tex MecTax, Kyaa ux paccrtasuna KaHgensapus B NpoLnbIn YeTBepr.

A Bbllwna BO ABop, rae 3a kyctamu 3ameTtuna Kangensapuio. Ee xxectkue, KypyaBble, BblKpalleHHbIE B
KpacCHbIA LBET BOMOChlI BbinNy NpuvyecaHbl U yKpalleHbl KpacuBbiMU rpebHamu. Mepuatwwme 3eneHble
Konbua GonTanucb B Mo4Ykax ywewn. [yObl M HOMMW OTNMBaNM rMsHUEM M COOTBETCTBOBaNM LBETY ee
SPKOro CUTUEBOro nnartbd. [Nasa novTu ckpbiBanu Beku. JTO npuaaBano en MedTaTeNbHbli BUA,
KOTOPbIN, OAHaKO, pacxoauIics C ee yrrnoBaTbiM1 YepTaMmn U PELLUTENBHBIMW, NOYTU PE3KUMU MaHepPaMMm.

— 3auem Tbl Tak paHo nogHsnacbk, Mysuna? — cnpocuna KaHgenspus.

MoAHsBLWIMCH, OHA MoMnpaBuiia CBOK LUMPOKYHO 0GKY M HU3KUIA NG, KOTOPbLIA OTKpbIBam ee MbilLHY
rpyae.
— £ He ycnbilwana, Kak Tbl ABUraelwb Mebenb, — ckasana s, — MOXeT, Tbl 3abblna?

He oTBeTuB, OHa 3aToponunacb Ha KyxHi; ee cBOOOAHbIE caHAanuu 3acBepKanu nsTKkamu, CIIOBHO
OHa bexxana CTOMEeTPOBKY, — 51 CEroAHs HN C YeM He CMpaBNSACh, — 3asiBUrNa OHa, OCTAHOBUBLLMCH Ha
MU, YTOObI BCYHYTb HOTY B CBaNMBLUYIOCS CaHOANMIo.

— 4 yBepeHa, Tbl yCneellb caenatb BCe, — CKa3alJla 4, — Xo4ellb, A nomMory Tebe? — 4 pasoxrna
apoBa B ne4yn u cena 3a CTOS1, NOCMOTPEB Ha 4acbl, — BCero cemb TpuaUaTtb, — OoTMeTUNa A, — Tbl
OTCTaellb BCero Ha non4yaca.

B oTnunumne ot goHbu Mepcenec, kotopas Gbina coBeplueHHO 6e3pasnuyHa kK nbomy pacnopsaky,
KaHpoenspusi aenvna cBow AeHb Ha [ena, TOYHO BbiBEpPEHHbIE MO BpeMeHW. [ns Toro, YToObl 3aBTpakaTb
B OJIMHOYECTBE, OHa caaunachk 3a CToNn POBHO B ceMb. B BOCbMOM Yacy oHa HaTupana nosbl U BelTUpana
NbiNb ¢ mebenu.

Ee Bbicokuin POCT No3BOJiAN en, BbITAHYB PYKW, OOCTaBaTb NayTuHY B yrrnax v nbiflb Ha NMPUTOJIOKE. K
oAMHHaauUaT YacaM y Hac Ha niinTe yxe Kmnes ropLllok ¢ Cyrnom.

Kak Tonbko aTo 6bIM0 BbINOJIHEHO, OHa Ha4dYMHana yxaXuBaTb 3a CBOMMU LBETaMW. MNonueas nX, oHa
HauMHana obxoguTb nNaTuno, a 3aTemM ABOp, ofgapusasl nboBHOW 3aboTon Kaxgoe pacteHue. PoBHO B
ABa 4Yaca OHa NnpuHMManacb 3a CTUPKY, OaXe ecnn CcTupatb Haao ObINO TONMbKO OaHO nonoTeHue.
Mornagus B6enbe, OHa YMTana UNNICTPUPOBaHHbIE POMaHbl. Bevyepom Bbipesarna KapTUHKU 13 KypHarnos
1 Haknensana ux B potoans6omsl.

— lMNpowwrnon Ho4bo 3aeckb Bbin KPeCTHLIV oTel dnuno, — npollenTtana oHa, — AoHbs Mepcegec m A
NporoBOpUNN C HUM OO paccBeTa, — OHa MOTSAHyNach 3a CTYMKOW M Hadana mewaTb 6enoe TecTto Ans
MaunCoBbIX fneneLuek, KoTopble Mbl OObIYHO €M 3a 3aBTpakoM, — eMy, HaBepHoe, neT BocembaecaT. OH
BCe eLle He MOXeT NpuiTu B cebs nocne cmepTtn Anuo. flykac HyHel o6BMHSAET cebsa B cMepTH HOHOLLIN.

— K10 Takon 3nno? — cnpocuna s.

— CblH OOHbY Mepce,u,ec, — oTBeTuna Tuxo KaHJJ,eJ'IﬂpVIﬂ, nenaa n3 Tecta Kpyrinble nenewkn, — emy
ObIN0 BCero BocemMHaauaTb, Koraa oH Tparn4eckm ckoH4arncs. 970 6bINO AaBHO, — OHa 3a4decana npagb
BOJ1OC 3a yXO, a 3aTtemMm pobaBuna: — nydule He roBopu en, 4to s paccKka3ana Tebe, uTO Y Hee OblS1 CblH.

OHa nonoxwuna neneLkn Ha XapoBHK U NOBEPHYracbh KO MHE C AbSBONLCKONM yribIOKOW Ha ycTax, —
Tbl HE Bepullb MHE, a? — Crpocura OHa W TyT Xe YyAepxana MeHs OT OTBeTa, — cenyac
cocpenoTodych Ha kodpe. Thl )Ke 3Haellb, Kak 3rnmMTcsa JoHba Mepceaec, ecnm oH HeAOCTaTOYHO KpPernok U
cnapgok.

A nogo3putenbHO nocmoTpena Ha KaHngendpuio. Y Hee Obina npuBblYka pacckasbiBaTb MHE
Heobbl4yalHble MCTOPMM O LEnuTensax, K npumepy npo To, Kak AOHbsA Mepcepec Obina cxBadeHa
AecaHTOM HauMCTOB BO BpeEMSI BTOPOM MMPOBOM BOWHbI U Haxoamnach B NfieHy Ha NoABOOHOM nogke, —
OHa JDKeT, — OAHaXabl coodLua MHe No CekpeTy AoHbA Mepcenec, — u gaxe, roBopsi Tebe npaegy,
OHa TaK ee npeyBennuMBaeT, YTO Ta CTaHOBUTCS HUYEM He IydLle FHKu.

KaHgensapws, coBeplueHHO He 3ab0TACb O MOMX MOAO3PEHUSX, BbiTEpna NULUo nepegHUKoM, KOTOpbIN
OHa obBsa3ana BOKpyr wen. 3aTem ObICTPbIM 1 PE3KNM OBMXEHMEM OHa MOBepHynacb W Bbibexana 13
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KyXHW, — Crieau 3a nenewkaMmu, — KpUKHyna oHa U3 kopuaopa, — $ CErofdHsl HM C YeM He Mory
CNpaBuUTbCA.

HecmoTps Ha wym nepensuraemori Mebenu, KoTopbiin B 9TOT yeTBepr 6bin rpomye, Yem oBbIYHO, Tak
kak Kangenspusa cnewuna, Mepcegec NepanbTa npocHynack TOMbKO B NONAEHb.

OHa HepeLlnTeNbHO OCTaHOBMIAch y ABEpei CBoel KOMHaTbl U MpuLLypuia riasa oT sipKoro cBeTa.
MocTosiB cekyHay, OnMpasicb O KOCSIK ABEPU, OHA PUCKHYNa BbINTW B KOPMOOP.

A Gpocunack K Hel, B3sina ee 3a pyKy, OTBena Ha KyxHio. Ee rnasa nokpacHenu, oHa Haxmypuna
GpoBM 1 MevasnbHO Momxana ceBoi poT. MeHs 3auMHTepecoBano, CNWT N OHa Hoyamu. Bcerga morno
okasaTtbcsl, YTo KaHaensipus rosoput npaegy.

[Mo-Bnanmomy 4yem-To 03aboYeHHas!, OHa KPUTUYECKM OCMOTpENna Tapernky ¢ neneLwkaMmm n, He B3sB HU
ogHown, oTnoMmuna asa 6aHaHa OT rpo3gu, BUceBLLEN Ha 0gHOM m3 cTponun. O4YnCTUB UX M HacaguB Ha
LLIeNKyY, OHa 3feraHTHO ux chena.

— KaHpensipust xo4eT, 4TobObl Thl NOBMAana ee poauTenein, — ckasarna oHa, OenuKaTHO BbiTupas
Yronku pTa, — OHM XUBYT Ha XONIMe, HeJaneko oT NIOTUHbI.

Mpexae yem A ycnena ckasaTtb, YTO Byay OT 3TOro B BOCTOPre, B KyXHi0 BopBanacb Kangensapus, —
Thbl NOMNOGULLBL MO0 Mamy, — ybeanTenbHO 3asiBUa OHa, — OHa Takas XXe ManeHbkas u xyaas, Kak Tbl, U
€CT TOXe Lenbli AeHb.

A kak-To He npeacTasnsAna cebe, 4yto y KaHgenapum ectb matb. C BOCXUTUTENbHBIMM yrbibkamu obe
XEHLWMHbI CryLlanu MO pasbsaCHEHUS O TOM, YTO 4 Aymaro o6 aToM. A yBepsana ux, 4YTO NPUYUCHSIO
HEeKOTOpbIX NtoAen, Tak ckasaTb, K "Ge3amarepuHCKOMY" TuMny, MpUYeM C 3TMM HWKaK He CBA3aH Hu
BO3pacT, HU WX B3rMsA4bl, HO KAKOEe-TO HEeYINIOBMMOE KavyeCcTBO, KOTOPOe s He MOrfa BroJSiHe OO bACHUTD.

Bonblwe Bcero Mepcegec lNepansta Obina BOCXyLWeHa NOACHEHMEM TOrO, YTO OHO HE MOXET co3AaTb
kakoro-nnbo yysctea. OHa 3agymM4MBO cMakoBarna kode, 3aTem MOCMOTPena Ha MeHs.

— MoxeT Tbl Aymaelb, 4TO A poguna cebs cama? — cnpocuna oHa. [JoHbA 3akpbina CcBOM rnasa u

cMmopLimna poT, 3atem 3agsurana rybamm, kak ecnu 6ol cocana rpyab, — WNW Tbl CYUTaELlb, YTO 4
Bblrynunace 13 anua?
OHa B3rnsHyna Ha KaHgenspuito n cepbe3HbiM TOHOM MpousHecna: — My3sus coBepLleHHO npasa.

OHa xoTena ckasaTb, YTO BeAbMbl OYEHb Mario NpUBS3aHbl K CBOMM poauTensm u getam. OgHako OHU
nobAT UX Co BCEW CBOEWN CUIOWN, Koraa CTOAT NULOM K NULY C HAMW, U HUKOTAa, ecriv Te NOBEPHYNCH K
HUM CMUHOMN.

MHe cTtano MHTEpPECHO, doutca nn KaHLI,eJ'IFIpVIFI TOro, 4YTO 51 BCNoMHio 06 Anuro. OHa oTowna 3a CnnHy
OOHbU Mepcep,ec n genana MHe OoTTyga OoT4aAHHble XeCTbl XpPaHUTb MOJT4YaHune.

HoHbs Mepcepec, 6ynTo MpoynTaB HalM MbICMM, MOCMOTPENa CHayana Ha MeHs, a 3aTeM Ha
Kangensipuio. BagoxHyB, oHa 06xBaTuna pykamu CBOK KPYXKY U BbiNuna ocTaTku kode.

— 3nuro 6bINo BCEro HECKONbKO AHEN, korga ero mMaTtb, MOSi CecTpa, ymepna, — ckasana OHa,
NnocMoOTpeB Ha MeHs, — s oboxana ero. A nwobuna ero, kak 6yaTo OH 6bIM MOMM COBCTBEHHbLIM
pebeHkoM, — OHa cnabo ynblGHynacb M Nocne KOPOTKOW May3bl NPOAOoSKUIa CBOW paccka3 o6 3nwmo.
OHa ckasana, YToO HUKTO He MOr Obl Ha3BaTb €ro KpacvBbiM. ¥ HEro Obif LUMPOKUIA YYBCTBEHHbIA POT,
NMOCKUA HOC C BONbLUMMW HO3APSIMU U AWKUE Kyp4yaBble BONockl. Ho To, YTO Aenano ero HeoTpasnMbIM
OOMHAKOBO U B HOHbIE rofbl, U C BO3PACTOM, TaK 3TO €ro OrpOMHbIE YepHble U BnecTsLLme rnasa, KoTopble
CVSINM OT CYacTbs U NOMHOro Gnaronony4ms.

HoHbsa Mepcenec fonro pacckasbiBana 06 3KCLEHTPUYHBIX HAKITOHHOCTAX QNKO.

XoTsl OH U cTan uenurtenem nogobHo el caMon, OH penko Tpatun BpemMd Ha MbICIn O nevYeHunn. OH
ObIST CIULIKOM 3aHST BCTpe4YaMun n nposogamu noben. B TedyeHne OHSA oH GecepoBan ¢ MonogbiMu
XeHWwnHaMmn n aesyuikamMmun, KOTopble npuxoaunun nosmaatbCA C HUM. BeqepOM, Cc FMTapOVI B pyKax, OH
nen cepeHagbl CBOUM NMOKPOBUTENbHULIAM. Ene xuBon, oH BO3BpaLlancd AOMOW TONbKO Ha pacceeTe.

I'IpaBp,a, OblBanu cnydaun, Korga emy He Be3Jio B ero noboBHLIX 3aTesx. Torga oH npuxogun paHo “
pas3Briekan ee OCTPOyMHbIM Nepecka3oM CBOUX Heyaad 1N yCnexos.

A C He3nopoBbIM NOGOMLITCTBOM CTana oxuaaTb pacckasa O ero Tparmdeckon cmeptu. U
MovyBCTBOBana pasovapoBaHWe, Korga OHa B3rnsHyna Ha KaHgenspuio v mpowenTtana: — uau u
npuHecu Mon xakeT. BeTep ayeT kak pas ¢ Tex XONMOB, FOe XWBYT TBOM poaudM, — OHa BCTana u,
OMMpascb Ha MO0 PyKy, mpolina Bo ABOp, — cerofHsa Kangensipus yaveneHa To6oi, — Mo cekpeTy
coobLuuna oHa MHe.

— Y Hee NOMHbIM-NONHO BOCXUTUTENBHbIX npuyya. Ecnn 6bl Tbl 3Hana xots Obl NOJIOBUHY U3 HUX, Thl,
BEPOSATHO, ynana 6bl B 0OMOPOK OT NOTpsiceHUs, — OOHbA Mepcenec 3acmesinach nerko, kak pebeHok,
CKpbIBalOLLMIA YEen-TO CEeKpeT.
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9.

CmMmex, xpunnble rornioca M 3BYKM My3blKM M3 WrpanbHOrO aBToMaTta BblpblBanvcb M3 HeGOmMbLUMX
pecTopaHoB 1 6apoB, KOTOpbIE B psif BbICTPOUIUCE Ha ynuvue, Beayllein n3 KypmuHbl. 3a 3anpaBoyHoON
cTaHuuei Ha oGoYrHax Joporu NosIBUNMCHL KpynHble AepeBbsi. [epenneTas cBou BETBU B hopMe apok,
OHM CcO3[aBanu HEECTECTBEHHYIO KapTUHY, BO3MOXHYIO, Ka3arioch Obl, TONbKO BO CHE.

Mbl npoes3Xxann MUMO OOMHOKUX Iavyr, caenaHHbliX U3 TPOCTHUKa U obmasaHHbIX unom. Bce oHun
nMenu y3kyr nBepb, HECKOJIbKO OKOH 1 COJIOMEHHYH KpbILly.

HekoTopble 13 HMX ObinyM nobeneHbl, APYrMe COXpaHsNM rpsi3HO-NecouHbId uBeT. og Kpbiwamu, B
HenpurogHblx 6Gornee ropwkax WM KOHCEPBHbIX OaHkax, BMCENW LUBETbl, OOmbllen 4YacTbi repaHb.
BennuaBble OepeBbsi, Mbinawowme 30M0TbIM M KPOBABO-KPACHbIM LBETEHMEM, 3aTEMHSANM TWaTenbHO
ybpaHHble OBOpbI, rAe XeHWuHbl cTupanu 6enbe B NNacTMacCoBbIX Ta3ax MMM passeluMBanu ero Ha
KycTax Ansi npocyLkn. HekoTopble NpvBETCTBOBaNM Hac ynbiokamu, Opyrne — erne 3aMeTHbIM KMBKOM
ronosbl. [1Baxabl Mbl OCTaHaBNUBANMNChb Y NPUAOPOXHBLIX NOTKOB, rAe AeTW npoaaBany pyKTbl 1 OBOLLM
CO CBOMX Oropoaos.

KaHLl,eJ'IFlpVIFl, yCeBWNCb Ha 3agHeM cuaeHun Moero [Xxuna, ykKasbiBalia MHe HanpablieHue. Mbl
npoexanu ckonneHne XmxunH Ha OKpauHe HebonbLworo ropogka un 4vepe3 MUHYTY OYYTUNUCH B norioce
TymMaHa. OH 6bINn Tak NNOTEH, YTO A eABa MOrna BUAETb KOHEL, KanoTa MalUWUHBbI.

— O, rocnoan, — Ha4vana monutbcsa KaHgensipysi, — cnycTucb M NOMOrM HaM BbiOpaTbCsl N3 3TOro
AbsiBONbCKOro Tymana. MNpouwy Tebs, Ceatas Mapus, matepb 60Xbs, Npuan 1 3aWUTN Hac. bnaxeHHbIn
CBATON AHTOHMIA, MuUnocepaHas cBsATas Tepesa, OOXECTBEHHbIA AyX CBATOW, MOCMEWWUTe K HaM Ha
MOMOLLb.

— J'Iquue 6pOCb 370, KaHD,eJ'IFIpVIFI, — BMellanacb goHbA Mepcep,ec, — YTO, eCJin CBATblE HAa CaMOM
gene ycnbiwart Tebs 1 OTBETAT Ha TBOKO MOJ'Ib6y'.7 Kak Mbl pa3MecTum nx BCEX B 3TOM MallnHe?

KaHpenspust paccmesnacb M TyT e 3anena necHiw. CHoBa M CHOBa OHa MOBTOpPSNa HECKOMbKO
nepBbIX hpas apmm M3 UTanbsHCKON onepbl.

— Tebe HpaBuTCA? — cnpocuna oHa MeHs, NonmaB B 3epkane 3agHero ob3opa MOW yAWBIIEHHbIN
B3rNsi4, — 3TOMY MeHsl Hay4un mon oTel. OH utanbsiHel. EMy HpaBuTCsa onepa, U OH y4un MeHst apusm
Bepawm, Myy4nHun n npoynx.

A B3rnsHyNa Ha AoHblo Mepcefec, vila NoATBEPXKAEHNS, HO OHa chana, OTKMHYBLUUCb Ha CUAEHWW.

— Oto npaBaa, — HactauBana KaHaensipusi, 3aTem oHa mponena elle HECKONIbKO CTPOK W3 ApYroii
onepsl.

— Kak, Tbl UX 3Haewb? — crnpocuia oHa Mnocrie Toro, kak s NpaBWSIbHO yrajana HasBaHus onep,
OTPbIBKM U3 KOTOPLIX OHa HaneBana, — TBOW nana Toxe Gbln UTanbaHLem?

— HeTt, — 3acmesinacb s, — OH Hemel. Ha camom [Jene s HUYEro He CMbICMO B onepe, —

npu3Hanacb A, — €AWHCTBEHHO, 4YTO B MEHA NbiTallnCb BOONOUTL — 3TO TO, YTO BeTxoBeH noutn
ﬂOJ'Iy60I'. Kaxgoe BOCKpecCeHbe, NMokKyada A XXuia aomMma, MO oTeL nrpan CVIM(bOHI/II/I BbeTxoBeHa.

TyMaH NOOHANCA TaK Xe 6bICTpO, KakK U nosABuIcAd, OoTkpbiBad Uenb 3a Uenbro FOJ'IyGOBaTbIe ropHble
nukn. Kasanock, 4YTO OHU NpPOTAHYINUCb B GECKOHEYHOCTb, nonepek nyctoTbl BO3AyxXxa N cCBeTa. Cne,u,yﬂ
YKa3aHunaMm KaH,EI,eJ'IFlpVII/I, A CBepHyIa Ha Y3KYyK FpyHTOBYHO O0OPOry, LWWNAPUHDbI KOTOpOVI enBa XBatuno ansa
MOero mKuna.

— 370 38ecb, — B3BOMHOBAHHO 3aKpu4yarna OHa, ykasblBasi Ha OBYX3TaXHbI JOM B KOHLE YIOYKM.
MobeneHHble CTEHbI MOXENTENU OT BPEeMEeHW, a KpacHas yepenuua nocepena u obpocna mxom. A
OCTaHOBUNACh, U Mbl BbILLIN U3 MaLUUHBbI.

B okHe BTOpOro ataxa nokasancs CTapvK, OgeTbii B NoTepTyto Manky. OH MaxHyrn HaMm pyKou, 3aTem
nc4yes, 1 ero rpOMKuU Bo30yXAeHHbIV ronoc 3a3BeHen B TUlWMHe goma: — Popamal Begbmbl npykatnnm!

Eoea mbl gownu go napa,u,H0|7| OBepun, Kak MalneHbkad MOPLWMHUCTaA XeHLWWHa BblOexana
NpuBETCTBOBATb HAC. Ynbibasicb, oHa 00HsANa KaH/J,eﬂﬂle'O, a 3ateM U JOHbIo Mepcep,ec.

— OT10 Mos MaTb, — ropao ckasana Kangenapus, — ee 3o0ByT Popama.

Mocne HekoTopbix konebaHun Popama obHsna n meHs. OHa Gbina ofgeTa B AJIMHHOE YepHoe MnaTbe.
YamButenbHbl Obiny ee YepHble rycTble BOSOChl U Griectawme rmasa ntuubl. OHa nposena Hac yepes
TEMHBIN BECTUOIONb, IOe HESPKUIA OrOHEK ocBellan obpas cesaAToro Mocuda, un, cusas oT yaoBOnbCTBUS,
npurnacuna cnegoBaTb 3@ COOO0M Ha LUMPOKYH ranepero, OKpyKaBLUYH BHYTPEHHEE NaTumo.

JIMOHHBIEe AepeBbs Bpocany NPUATHYIO TEHb B OTKPbITYIO FOCTUHYIO Y MPOCTOPHYIO KYXHHO.
Mepcegec lNepanbTa WwenHyna 4to-To PopamMe 1 nowwna no KopMaopy B 3a4HOK YacTb AoOMa.
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Ha mur g HepelunTenbHO OcTaHOBUNACh, 3aTeM BMecTe ¢ KaHaenspuen n ee maTepbto NogHaMach no
KaMEeHHOW NEeCTHULE Ha BTOPOW 3Tax, Nponasa psiA cnaneH, BbIXOOAWMX Ha LUMPOKUA BGankoH, KOTopbI
NPOTSIHYIICA Ha BCKO ANVHY NaTuho.

— CkonbKo y Bac elle geten? — cnpocuna 4, kKorga Mbl NpoLUnuv NATYO ABEpPb.

— Y MeHsl eCTb TOSbKO KaHﬂ,eJ’IﬂpMﬂ, — XeCTKne MOpPLUMHKMN Ha nuue POpSMbI cTtanm ewie pesye,
Korga oHa yJ'IbI6HyJ'IaCbZ — HO BHY4YKa 13 KapKaca YacTo npue3lxaeT croda NpoBecTr CcBOW OTNYCK.

OwenomrneHHas, s noBepHynachb K KaH,Cl,eJ'IFIpVIVI 1N nNocMoTpeNa B ee YepHble BHMMaTellbHbl€ a3a, B
KOTOpPbIX e4Ba pa3fninvarimCb O30pPpHble ONOHbKK, — A HEe 3Halla, 410 Yy Tebs ecTb peGeHOK, — CKasana 1,
3auHTpuroBaHHasa MbICIbHO, 3HaAeT Jn 00 3TOM [OHbS Mepcep,ec. N Bce xe 6bINO Kakoe-TO
pa3o4vapoBaHue.

— Kak xe 9 mory umeTb pebeHka? — BO3MYLLEHHO ckadana KaHgensapus, — A geByluka.

A pacxoxoTanack. Ee 3asiBneHue o3Havano, YTo OHa He TOMbKO HE3aMYXHSsl, HO U OEBCTBEHHA 40
Cux nop. HaﬂMeHHoe BblpaXXeHne Ha ee numue He oCTaBnAno COMHEeHuA, YTO OHa O4YeHb ropauTca 3TUM
dakToMm.

KaHoensipus neperHynacb Yepes nepusna, 3aTeM NoBepHyNach v B3rNsiHyna Ha MeHsl, — s HUKoraa He
roBopuna Tebe, YTo y MeHs1 ecTb GpaT. BepHee, oH MHe GpaT nuwb HanonoBuHy. OH HaMHOro cTaplue
MeHst u poauncs B Utanun. Kak 1 moit oTel, oH npuexan B BeHecyany B novckax cyactbsl. Ceiyac oH
GoraTt 1 BNageeT CTPOUTESIbHON KOMMNaHuei.

Popama yTBepanTenbHO KMBHYNa ronoBor, — y ee nonybpaTta BoceMb AETEN.
OHu nobAT NpoBOAMTL NETO 34eCh, C HaMu, — gobaBuna oHa.

BHe3anHo cMeHMB HacTpoeHue, KaHaensipysi paccmesinacb M HeXHo OOHsina cBOW MaTb, —
BooOpa3n! — BOCKIMKHYNa OHa, — My3usl He Morna npeacTtaBuTb cebe, YTO y MeHsl ecTb MaTb, — C
npokasnuMeon ynblbko oHa gobaBuna: — M 4YTO €elle XY)Xe — OHa He BEepuT, YTO Yy MEHsI eCTb
uTanbsHcKUM nana!

HemeaneHHo ogHa u3 /J,Bepeﬁ cnanbHbIX KOMHAT OTKpblJ1aCb U CTaprVI MY>X4YMHA, KOTOPOro A Bugena
B OKHe, BbllleNn Ha 6ankoH. [oBonbHO HVI3KOpOCJ'IbIVI, C pe3KkmMmn yrnosatbiMn 4eptamun, OH CUITIbHO
noxoaun Ha KaHﬂ,eﬂﬂleO. CTapl/IK, BWOHO, ofeBancsa B crewke. Ero py66LUKa Obina 3acTerHyrta Koco,
KOXaHbIN peMeEHb BbICKO4YMIT N3 METIIN, a LUHYPKN Ha BGOTUHKax Bbinn pa3BA3aHbl. OH 06GHsAN KaHp,enﬂlero.

— MBuao MuKOHW, — NpeAcTaBUCs OH U U3BUHMUIICS, YTO HE BCTPETUN Hac y ABEpU, — MarbILLKOM
KaHoenspust Gbina Takol xe cuMnaTU4HOW, Kak M Popama, — ckasan OH, yaepXuBasi CBOK [04Yb B
)KapKux o6bATUSAX, — HO MOB3POCNEB, OHa CTarna TOYHOW Konue MeHs.

O4eBnaHO pasgenss Kakylo-To obLiylo LWyTKy, OHM Beceno 3axoxotanu. Caenas yTBepAUTEnbHbIN
KNUBOK, POpGMa B3rnaHyna Ha MyXa U AoYb C BOCXULLUEHUEM. OHa B3sina MeHs noa pyky v nosena Ha
nepBbIN 3TaX, — NonaeMm, npucoeanHMMes K foHbe Mepcegec, — npogornkana oHa.

pomagHbIn oBop ObiN 0OHeceH Komw4del uaropogpto. B camom ganbHeM KoHLUe cTosina OTKpbiTas
xnbapa C COMOMEHHOW Kkpbiwen. B ramake, npuBs3aHHOM K nonepedHbiM Gankam xubapsbl, cugena
Mepcegec lNepanbTta. OHa ¢ HacnaxaeHneM npoboBana caMmofenbHbIv Cbip POpambl.

Mmoo MuKoHV HepeluMTenNbHO BeTan nepeq AoHben Mepcefec; kasanoch, OH He 3Han, noxaTb N1 ei
PYKy Unu o6HsT ee. OHa ynblGHynack emy, U OH 3aKMymn ee B 06bATUS.

Mbl BCce pacnonoXxumnucb BOKpYr ramaka, a Popama cena psigom ¢ Mepcegec [lNMepanbTton. OHa
3agaBana emn Bonpocbl 060 MHe, a fOoHbs Mepcegec oTBevana Ha HUX Tak, kKak OyaATO MeHs 30ecb He
ObIno BooOLLE.

HekoTopoe Bpems s crylwana ux 6eceay, HO BCKOpe xapa, HEMOABWMKHOCTb BO3ayXa, ronoca KeHLLMH
n Mengo MukoHM nepemellanucb, S cnabo XUXMKHyna U onycTunacb Ha 3emsto. [JOIKHO ObiTb, MeHsi
ogornen coH. Cnyctsa HekoTopoe BpeMsi AoHbss Mepcenec pasbyavna MeHsi U otocnana k Kangensipuu,
nomoratb e roToBuUTb 06ed. A 1 He 3ameTnna, YTo KaHaensipusi u ee oTeL, yKe NOKUHYIM Hac.

B rnyGuHe goma, ¢ O4HOM M3 cnareH, ryCTon CMOKOVHbIN rofoc WenTan 3aknuHadusa. VcnyraBincs,
yTo KaHgenapua passnekaeT oTua MOUMKM MarHUTOMOHHBIMU 3anUCAMU  LieNUTENbHbIX Ceccun, s
3aToponunacbh Ha BEPXHUA 3Tax. B npoLunein pas, npocnyLumBas 3anucu, oHa NofHOCTLI0 cTepna uenyto
KacceTy, HaXXaB He Ty KHOIMKY.

A pesko ocTaHoBMNacb Yy MONYOTKPbITOW AOBepu. 3aTtavB AblxaHWe, s crieguna 3a TeMm, Kak
KaHgenapusi MmaccupyeT CBOeMY OTLY CMUHY U NfeYn, TUXO Haneeas 3aknunHaHus. U 4to-To 6bino B 3TOM
— COCpEefOTOYEHHbIE U, TEM HE MEHEee, KpacuBble ABWKEHUS pyK — 4TO HanoMmuHano mHe Mepcegec
MepanbTy. MHe cTano acHo, uTo Kangensapusi Toxe Gbina uenuTenbHULEN.

BCKOpe, OKOH4YMB MacCCaX, OHa noBepHynacb KO MHe. 3abaBHble NCKOPKK ropenn B ee rnasax, —
OOHbA Mepce,qec yXe pacckasana Tebe 060 MHe? — WHTOHauuMM ee ronoca Obinn A0 CTpaHHOCTU
HEXHbIMU, A4 HUKOrAa npexae He crbillarna Takoro ot Hee, — OHa roBOpuUT, YTO A4 poaunachb BEObMOMW.
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B MoeM MOo3ry 3aKpy»u1rnock Takoe MHOXECTBO BOMPOCOB, YTO S MPOCTO HE 3Hana, C Yero HayaTb.
Kangenapus, noHaB Moe 3ameLlaTtensCcTBO, NoXarna nnevyamu, He 3Has, YeM MHe NoMoYb.
— lMonagem rotoBuTb 06ea, — npeanoxun Menao MukoHu, crnyckasck no CTyneHbKam.

Mel ¢ KaHpenspuen nocnegosanu 3a HUM. BHe3anHoO OH MOBEPHYNCsl KO MHe nuuoM, — Mepcenec
lMepanbTa npaBa, — ckasan OH, 3aTeM CKMOHWM ronoBY U MPUCTanbHO OCMOTPEN MSATHUCTYIO TE€Hb OT
araBbl, OTOPOLUEHHYIO COMHLEM Ha KMpnuMumM natmo. HekoTopoe BpeMsi OH CTOsM, BCTPSIXMBAs rofioBOw,
CMNOBHO He 3Harsl, YTO eMy roBOpUTb M AenaTh ganbLue.

OH BHOBb B3rMMAHYIN Ha MeH4A, " cnabo yJ'IbI6HyBLIJVICb, Ha4an pacxaxmusaTb MO NaTUO, €ro Pykn crnerka
3ageBanu uBeTbl 1 NINCTBY, €ro B3rndan Obin paccesH.

— 3710 HeobblvHas uctopusl, — obpaTuncs oH KO MHe B3BONHOBaHHbLIM FOIOCOM, B KOTOPOM SIBHO
YyBCTBOBAIICS €ro UTanbsHCKUA akUeHT, — KaHAensipus roBopuT, YTo AoHbA Mepcepec xo4eT, 4Tobbl 5
paccka3an ee Tebe. Tbl xe 3Haelb, 4To Tebe 3geck pagpl. A Hagetock, Tl Oyaelb Npuedxatb K Ham
noyatue n Mol cMoxem 6ecegoBaTb APYr C OPYrOM.

A Obina B NonHOM HepgoymeHun. Hagesicb monyvnTb kakoe-HuMOyab obbsicHeHMe, s B3rMsHyna Ha
Kangenspuio.

— MHe KaxeTcs, 9 3Hato, UTO Xo4eT caenaTtb ¢ Tobon aoHbss Mepcegec, — ckasana Kangenspus, —
B35IB MOIO PYKY, OHa MOBEefa MeHs Ha KyxHio, — ee cyabba noxoxa Ha TBOK, HO OHa He MOXeT nepenaTtb
Tebe CBOI TeHb, Tak Kak OHa NpeAHa3Ha4YeHa Ans o4HOro YeroBeka U 6yaeT oTaaHa MHe.

— O yem Tbl roBOPULLBL? — crpocuna 1.

— 1 Begbma, — OTBETWMA OHa, — U A nay no cronam AOHbU Mepcep,ec. Jnwb cnegya no ctonam
OYXOBHOIro HaCctaBHUKa-LUENUTENA, Tbl CMOXeELUb CTaTb uenuTenbHuuen cama. 3To — TO, YTO Ha3blBaOT
coeguHeHneM, 3BeHOM. [OoHbs Mepcep,ec YyXe roeopuna Tebe, 4UTO BeAbMbl Ha3bIBAOT 3TO TEHLIO.

— TeHM UCTMHHBI Ons BCeX, — NpoAoskana oHa, — W 3[1eCb GbiBAeT TOMbKO OAMH HaCNedHWUK, KTo
nonyyaeT pearnbHoe 3HaHWe. BukTop [Kynuo vmen peanbHoe 3HaHve 06 yMepLUBNeHWM cobak u
HeBoONbHO nepegan ero no uenodke OkTaBuo KaHTy. MoaTomy A roBopto Tebe, yTo OKTABMO CRULIKOM
fonro npocvaen B TeHn Buktopa Oxxynuvo, u yto aoHbs Mepceaec nepefaeT MHe CBOWO TeHb. Mo3Bonss
06bIYHbIM MHOAAM pacckasbiBaTb TeGe CBOM UCTOPUM, OHA NblTaeTcs NoAcTaBUTL Te6Gs Ha MrHOBeHWe Nof
TEeHb BCEX 3TWUX Mtofden, Tak 4yTobbl Tbl MOYYBCTBOBAaNa, Kak BEPTUTCA KOJMECO Cryyast U Kak BedbMbl
nomoraroT 3TOMY KOSecy BpallaTbCsl.

A 6e3yCI'IeLIJHO nbiTanacb OOBACHUTL €R, 4YTO ee 3asBlEeHUst BBEpriimM MeHA B rny6oqal7|Luee
3ameluatenbctso. OHa CMOTpeEIia Ha MeHA CBETIbIM JOBEPYUBbIM B3ITAO0M.

— Korga B geno BmelumMBaeTcs BeAbMa, Mbl TOBOPMM, YTO 3TO TEHb BeAbMbl BpaLLaeT KOMeco crny4vas,
— 3a4yMuMBO CKasarna OHa; 3aTeMm, CekyHay nomorndyas, fobaBuna: — MCTOpMS MOEro otua nogonget
Tebe, HO A He xo4vy OblITb C BaMu, KOrga OH HayHeT pacckasbiBaTb Tebe ee. OH CTeCHsieTCa MeHs,
nosToMy s MOry nomewatb, — OHa obepHyracb K CBOeMy OTUy M 3acmesnacb. Ee cmex, kak
XpYyCTarbHbIN B3PbIB, 3aKPY>KUIICA 3XOM MO BCEMY JOMY.

*kk

MpoBeasi Houb 6e3 cHa, 'BUOO MUKOHM cen Ha KpoBaTb M 3adyMarcsi, CKOPO M KOHYMTCS HOUb U
CKOnbKo elle npoanutca 6e3maTexHbldi coH Popambl. Ha ero nuue npomenbkHyno o3aboyeHHoe
BblpaXeHue, Korga OH OKWMHYIN B3rMsAOM ee rofoe Teno, TemMHoe Ha coHe Benoli NpocTbiHK, ee N1,
CKpbITOE Mop cnyTaHHoW Maccol Bonoc. OH HexHo ybpan Bonockl. OHa ynelibanace. Ee rmasa cnerka
NPUOTKPBINUCH, OrECHYB MeXay rycTbiX, KOPOTKMX PECHML, HO OHa HE MPOCHYNachk.

CTapaﬂCb HE pa36y/:|,|/|Tb ee, 'Buao MukoHu nogHancs u BbIlMAHYIT B OKHO.

Moytn pacceeno. B oTBeT Ha neHue NbsHWLULI, OpeayLlero No ynuue, B cocegHem ABope 3anasna
cobaka. 3atem waru n neHue yganunuce u 3atuxnm. Cobaka 3acHyna.

Brnao MuKoHW oToLlen OT OKHa W, NPUCEB, JOCTan U3-nog KposaTu HebOMbLUOW YeModaH, KOTopbIv
Tam npatan. Krnoyom, KOTOPLIA OH HOCUM Ha LienoYvke Ha Lwee BMecTe C MedanboHOM AeBbl Mapuu, oH
OTKPbIN 3aMOK 1 HaLlapuIl LUMPOKYO KOXKaHYK CYMKY, 3aCyHYTYIO MexXay CroxeHHon ogexaon. CTpaHHoe
YyBCTBO, MOYTK NpeayyBCTBUE nokonebano ero Ha mur. OH He cTan 3aBsi3biBaTb CYMKY BOKPYT Tanuu, Kak
gyman paHblie. BmecTto 3TOro oH BbITawun us Hee TAXKEMbIW 3eneHbln Gpacnet W, NONoXuB ero Ha
noaywky psiaom ¢ Popamoi, 3acyHyn cymky obpaTHO B YeMOAaH.

OH nnoTHO 3akpbinl cBou rnasa. Ero ym BepHyn Hasag TOT [OeHb, Korda OH, MpenblUeHHbIN
BO3MOXXHOCTbI XOpOoLLO 3apaboTaTtk, amurpupoBan B BeHecyany noyty gBaguarth neTt Hasad. Torga emy
ObINo BCero AsaguaTth LWECTb NeT. YBEPEHHbIN, YTO XeHa U OBOE AeTel BCKOPE NMPUCOEOUHATCH K HEMY,
nepBble HECKOJbKO NeT OH ocTaBarics B Kapkace. OTknagbiBas AeHbrn, OH XN B AeLleBblX FOCTUHMLAX,
nobnmxe Kk CTpouTenbHbIM 06BbEKTaM, Ha KOTOpbIX pabdoTtan. Kaxabii Mecsil, OH nocbinian 4yacTb CBOUX
cbepexeHunin JOMOMN.

Heckonbko net CNyCT4 OH HaKOHeL, NoHAI, YTO ero XeHa ctoga He npuener.
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OH yexan un3 Kapkaca v ctan paboTtaTb Ha nepudepuu. Nnucbma ns goma JOXOAMUAM 40 HETO BCE pexe
n pexe, a 3atem nepecrany npuxoautb Boobule. OH nepecTtan oTCcbiNatb AEHbIMM, 1 MO NPUMEPY MHOMMUX
CBOMX TOBapuLLEN, Havan OTKMNadblBaTb >KanoBaHWe W CcKynaTe JAparoueHHoctTn. EmMy xoTenock
BepHyTbCS B NTanuio 6oratbim.

— borateim, — npowenTtan IBngo MukoHK, 3allenkuBas KoXaHblh peMeHb 4YemogaHa. OH
3agymarncs, noyemMy 31O CrOBO He Bbi3blBaeT 60MbLUe NPUBBLIYHOTO BOMHEHUS.

OH B3rnaHyn Ha Popamy, nexaulyto B noctenu. Emy yxe bygeTt He xBatatb ee. BocnomuHaHus
nepeHecnu ero NoYTU Ha AecATuneTne, K TOMy OHI0, Korga OH Brnepsble yBuaen PopaMy BO BHYTPEHHEM
ABOpEe CBOEW AeLleBON roCTUHULbI, FAe OH pa3orpesarn Ha npuMmyce cnareTtu. Y Hee 6binu BBanusLUMecs
rnasa, n nnaTtbe, KOTOpOe OHa Hocumna, 6bIfo CMLWKOM BENUKO ANA ee XyAOro ManeHbKoro Tena; ee
MOXHO ©bINo cnyTaTb C OOHUM W3 Tex MOAPOCTKOB, KOTOpble NPMXOAWNM Cloda MNOCMESTbCA Hafg
WHOCTpaHUamMu, 0COBEHHO Haa UTaNbSAHCKMMU CTPOUTENbHLIMU PabodrmMu.

Ho Popama npuxoguna cioga He OnNs TOro, 4tobbl MnoTellaTbCa Hag uTanbsHuamu. [Hem oHa
paboTana B NaHCUOHE, a HOYbIO 3@ HECKONBbKO MOHET Aenuna nocTernb ¢ MyxynHamu. Ha gocagy csoum
rnogpyraMm oHa npedaHHO MpuBsidanacb k BMOO M Jdaxe oTkasanacb crnatb C keM-nubo eule, He
cornailasicb HM Ha Kakue aeHbri. OgHako ogHaxabl oHa ncyesna. HUKTo He 3Hanm, roe ee nckaTb, HUKTO
He 3Har, Kyga oHa ywna.

MATb neT cnycta oH BHOBb yBuaen ee. 1o kakoMy-TO HEOHBLSCHUMOMY Kanpuay, BMECTO TOro, YTOGbI
BbIBECTU KOMaHAy K KasapMaM Ha TO MeCTO, rae OHu cTtpounu ¢abpuky 1 dapmakonormiyeckyro
nabopartoputo, OH noexan Ha aBTobyce B ropoAd. 3gecb Ha aBTOOYCHOM CTaHUUK, kak ByaTo oxunaas ero,
cngena Popama.

I'Ipew:te 4YeM OH NOJIHOCTbK OnpaBwIiCA OT HEeOXMAaHHOCTW, OHa Mno3BalJjla MalneHbKyo OeBO4KY,
KOTOpaa urpana Henogarneky, — 3TO KaHD,eJ'IFIpI/IFI, — 3adBuiia oHa U HEBUHHO yﬂbI6HyﬂaCb, — en
YyeTblpe roga, h oHa TBOA O04b.

Bbino kakoe-To 6esyaepxHoe pebsavecTBO B ee rofioce, B ee BblpaxeHuu nuua. OH He CMOor caepXaTb
cmvexa. Cnabas n ToHkas, Popama Bbirnsiaena ckopee CecTpow, a He MaTepbio pebeHka, CTosiLiero
pPAOOM C HEMN.

KaHpenspuss monyanvMBo cCMOTpena Ha Hero. 3aTaeHHOE BblpaXeHue ee TeMHbIX rna3 6bino
BblpaxeHnem crtaporo yernoseka. OHa Gbina JOBONBHO BbICOKa ANst cBoero Bo3pacrta. Ee nuuo 6eino tak
CEepbE3HO, YTO €ro Hemnb3sa Obino Ha3BaTb OETCKUM.

Ho oHO TyT xe cTano cuMmnaTW4YHOW AEeTCKOW Mopaallkon, korga KaHgenspus BepHynacb K CBOEW
urpe. Korga e oHa mocMoOTpena Ha Hero onsATb, NPOKa3NuBbIA Nydnk BnecHyn B ee rnasax, — vaem
OOMOWN, — cKasara OHa, B35IB ero 3a pyky 1 noTsiHyB 3a cobon.

He B cocTosiHUM CONpOTUBNATLCS TBEPAOMY OABMEHUI0 €€ KPOLLEYHOW NMaoHW, OH MOLen C Hel no
rmaBHOW ynuue Ha okpauHy ropoga. OHM OCTaHOBWNUCL nepep HeGOoNnbLMM [OMOM, OKPYXXEHHbIM
psioamMy  KOMOCbEB, MO KOTOPbIM BOMHaMW nepekaTbiBancs BeTepok. LlemeHTHble 6roku 6binu
HEOLUTYKaTypeHbl, @ pUdNEeHbIE LMHKOBbIE NMUCTbI Ha Kpbile Oblnu 3akpenneHbl Ha mMecTe 6omnbLIMMM
KaMHSIMK.

— HakoHeu-To KaHgensipusi npusena Tebs cioga, — 3asiBuna Popama, npuHUMMas y HEro u3 pyk
HeBOoNbLION YeMoaaHuMK, — a a1 y)Ke MOYTU NnepecTana BepuTb, YTO OHA poaunacb BeAbMOW, — OHa
rossana ero BHyTpb HeGOMbLUOW NepeaHen, koTopasi Nnepexoanna B LUMPOKYIO KOMHATY, NycTyto, eCnn He
CHUTaTb Tpex CTynbeB, paCCTaBliIEHHbIX Y CTEH. CTyI'IeHbKOI7I HMXXe Haxogumnacb cnalbHA, pasaerieHHasa
3aHaBeCcKkoM Ha ABe 4yacTu. B ogHOM M3 HMX NOA4 OKHOM CTOodAna ABycnanbHas KpoBaTb, Ha KOTOPYHO
Popama 6pocuna ero yemogaH. Ha gpyrom kpato KOMHaTbl BUCEN ramak, rge, no-suMaumomy, crana
MarnblLUKa.

CJ'IeLI,YH 3a P0p3M0l7|, OH npoLlest N0 KOPOTKOMY KOPMAOOPY Ha KyXHH U cen y OepeBAHHOro ctona,
KOTOprIZ CTOAN nocpenn KOMHaThbl.

MBnao MwukoHn B3sn PYKK POpSMbI B CBOU U, Kak pe6eHKy, Hayan OObLSACHATb, YTO B ropoa ero
npuBena He KaHﬂ,eJ’IﬂpMﬂ, a NioTuHa, KOTOPYHO 6y/J,yT CTPOUTb Ha XoJ1Max.

— Her, 910 TONBKO Ha NOBEPXHOCTM Tak. Thbl Npuwen, notoMmy 4to KaHgenapusa npusena 1ebs cioga,
— npobopmoTtana PopaMa, — 1 BOT Tbl FOCTUWb Y Hac. He Tak nn? — BuAgd, YTO OH MOMYUT, OHa
pobasuna, — KaHgenspus pogunacb BeObMOW, — KpPyroBbiM B3MaxoM pyku Popama ykazana Ha
KOMHaTy, AOM U OBOp, — BCe 3TO NpuHaanexut ei. Ee kpecTHas maTtb, 3HamMeHuTas LenutenbHuua,
nogapuna e Bce 3T0, — OHa CHWU3WMa rofoc U 3alenTana: — HO He 3Toro oHa xotena. OHa xoTena
Tebs.

— MeHsa! — noBTOpMN OH, BCTPSAXHYB 03agayeHHO ronoBor. OH Hukorga He nran Popame o cBoen
cembe B NTanun, — s Bepto, YTO ee KpecTHaa MaTb npekpacHasa uenutenbHuua. Ho poantecs Begbmomn!
OT10 uncTenwmn B3gop. Thbl ke 3Haellb, Y4TO koraa-Hnbyab S BEPHYCb K CEMbE, KOTOPYI OCTaBuf.
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HenpuvBblyHas HepBHasi ynbiGka npoGexana no nvuy Popambl, Korgda OHa gocrtana KyBLWH W
MocTaBuIia Ha CTON M30rHyThIN 6okan. OHa HanonHWMa ero u NpoTsaHyna emy, gobasme: — MWKOHM, 3Ta
TamapvHZoBasi Boga Obia okongoBaHa TBoel Aodvepbto KaHpensipueih. Ecnv Tbl BbiMbelb ee, Tol
HaBcerga oCTaHeLWbCs C HaMu.

CekyHaoy oH konebarncsi, a 3aTeM 3axoxoTan: — XWUTPOCTM BeAbM — 3TO epyHOa U cyeBepue, —
OLHMM JOONMMM FMOTKOM OH Ocywwimn 6okan, — 3TO NydluiA HanuToK, KOTOpbIA s kKorga-nubo nun, —
OTMETUI OH, NpOTArMBasi 6okan 3a criegyoLLern NopLUnen.

Cnabbii Kawenb godepu npepsan ero BocnoMumHaHus. OH Bbillen Ha UbINOYKkax B OPYryl 4acTb
pasfaeneHHon KOMHaTbl U C TPEBOroW CKIOHMUIICS Hag cnsiwen B ramake Kangenspuen. [[pycTHas ynoibka
TpOHyna ero rybbl, KOrga OH MOCMOTPENn B €€ MareHbkKoe Iuuo, B KOTOPOM TakK 4acTo MblTancs
0BHapyxuTb cxoacTBo ¢ cobon. OH Huyero He Buaen. Kak HM cTpaHHO, GbiBanu cnyvau, Korga geBo4dka
3acTaBnsana ero 3agymatbca O cBoeM pfefe. 3aecb He Obino OOMbWIOro €xoacTBa, HO cKopee
HaCcTpoeHWe, onpeaeneHHbIN XeCT, CAeNaHHbIN pebeHKOM, HanoMKHan To, YTO Korga-To nyrano ero.

Y Hee Obina Ta xe camas MArkoCTb XXMBOTHOIO, YTO 1 Y cTapuka. OHa neuymna noboro ocna, KOpoBy,
Ko3na, cobaky unu kowky. OHa dakTuyeckn yrosapmeana ntuu n 6aboyvek cagutbCa Ha ee BbITAHYTble
pyku. Ero geg nmen 1oT1 Xe aap. B maneHbkom ropoge Kanabpum nioam HasbiBanu €ro CBATbIM.

BbINo YTO-TO CBATOE UMK HET B KaHﬂ,eJ’IﬂpMM, OH Heé CJTULLKOM B 3TO BEpUrl.

OpHaxgbl nmocne nonydHs OH Hawen pebeHka BO ABope, nexawewn Ha xuBoTe. Ee mogbopopok
ynuparncs B croxeHHble pyku. OHa GecepoBana c 60ne3HeHHbIM Ha BUA KOTOM, KOTOPbIA CBEPHYICA
Kanadmkom B HECKOMNbKMX Atorimax oT Hee. KoT, kazanocb, oTBeyan en. OH He u3gaBan siBHbIX 3BYKOB, HO
KOPOTKOE MbIXTEHWE CTPALUHO HAMOMMHAN0 CMEeX MOXMIIOro YemnoBeka.

MrHoBEHHO NMOYYBCTBOBaB €ro npucytcteue, U koT, u KaHgenspus noanpbirHynu B Bo3gyx, 6yaTo
Kakasi-To HeBMAMMAsi HUTb NOAKMHYNa Mx. OHU NPUSEMIAUINCL NPSIMO NEPes HUM C XKYTKUMMW YXMblrKamu
Ha ux nuuax. OH pacTepsancs; Ha Kakon-TO MU UX YepTbl, Ka3anocb, ObiNM HanoxeHsl Apyr Ha apyra. OH
He Mor peLuTb, Ybe NMUO KoMy npuHagnexut. C Toro caMmoro AHs OH MoHsAn, noyemy Popama Bcerga
roBopuna, 4to KaHaenspusi Begbma, a He cBATasl.

Tuxo, uyTobbl He pa3byanTb pebeHka, MBMA0 MuKOHU nackan ee LWweky, 3aTeM OH Bbilen Ha LblNoYkax
B Hebonbllyld Mpuxoxylo, cnabo OcCBeLLeHHY KepocnHoBoM namnon. OH MNOTAHyNCA 3a CBOUM
NUAXaKkoMm, LWASNOW 1 TydnsamMu, NnpuroToBNeHHbIMM 3apaHee elle BeyepoM, u ogencs. Noctasus namny
y 3epkana, OH KpUTUYeCKu OCMOTpen cBoe usobpaxeHue. O6BeTpeHHOe nuuo 46-NeTHero MyXu4uHsbl,
cnerka xygouiaBsoe, 6blno BCe elle HamoSIHeHO TOW HEeMCTOLUMMOWN 3Hepruen, Kotopas nossonuna emy
MPOWTN CKBO3b rodbl U3HypUTENbHOrO TpyAda. Ero Bomockl ¢ npoxunkamm ceguHbl Obinv No-npexxHeMy
rycTbl, @ ICHble KOPUYHEBbIE rMa3a sApko 6recTtenu nog kocmaTtbiMy GpPOBAMM.

OCTOpOXHO, CTapasiCb He HACTyNUTb Ha cobaky, KoTopasi BO CHe cKynuna u nepebupana Horamu, OH
Bbillen Ha ynuuy. MpUCnoHsCh K CTEHE, OH MoAoXAarn, Noka ero rnasa npuBbIKHYT K TEMHOTE. B3goxHys,
OH MpPOBOAWI B3MMSAOM PaHHUX TPYKEHUKOB, MAyWwmux Ha paboTy. OHM COBHO NpU3paky CKONb3umnu B
nycToTe nNpeapaccBETHOW TbMbl.

BmecTo TOro, 4tobbl MOMTU Ha KOXHBIA KOHEL, ropofa, rae CTpouTenen NIOTUHbI OXKAaAn rpy3oBuK,
MuWKOHM HanpaBuWICa Ha PbIHOYHYO Nnowans. Tam octaHaenmeancs aBtobyc Ha Kapkac. Cnaboeivi ceet
BHYTpM aBTOOyca oudepumBan urypbl HECKOMbKUMX MACCaXWpOB, ApeMaBLUMX Ha cBouMX Mectax. OH
npoLuen B camblii KOHEL, U, MOAHMMAas YeMOLaH Ha OaraxkHyto NonkKy, yBuaen TeHb Yepes rpsi3Hoe CTEKI0
aBToOyca. YepHass M orpomHasi, OHa cTosna HanpoTMB Oernol LepKoBHOW cTeHbl. OH He 3Ham, 4To
3acTaBuIIO ero nogymatb O BeAbMe. VM XOTs OH He Obin BepyoLwuM, ero rybbl TUXO 3allenTtani MonuTBy.
TeHb pacTBopunach B crniabom obnake abima.

HaBepHoe, ocnenuTtenbHble Namnbl Ha NAOLWAaAM Chirpanu LWyTKY C ero rnasamu, nogyman oH. Popama
n Kangensapusi o6bsicHnn 6bl 370 no-gpyromy. OHM Obl cka3anu, Y4TO OH BMAEN OAHO U3 T€X HOYHbIX
CyLLECTB, KOTOpble BPOAAT NO HOYaM.

CylwiectBo, KOTOpOe HUKOrAa He OCTaBfsieT CnefoB, W NUWb TaWHCTBEHHbIMWM CUrHanamm OHO
coobLaeT o CBOEM MPUCYTCTBUN U UCHE3HOBEHUN.

lonoc koHTponepa BMellancst B ero Mbicnu. MWkoHW onnaTun CBOW Mpoes3a U CNpocwi, Kak nydile
npoexatb B nopT Jla Nyalipa, a 3atem 3akpbIn rnasa.

HpebGe3xa 1 nokaymeasicb, aBTO0yC Nepecek 4ONNHY U MEANEHHO MNOOHSICS Ha MbINbHYI0 U3BUIUCTYHO
popory. MyKOHW NpuibHYN K OKHY, paccmaTpuBasi Bce B nocneaHuin pas. OTcTynatowme nsTHa Kpbiw U
Genas LepKkoBb C KONMOKONbHEN MPOonMbIinv nepes ero noMyTHEBLUMMM OT crie3 rnasamu. Kak oH nobun
3BOH 3TMX KorokosnoB! OH GonblLUe HUKOrAa He YCbILUWUT UX CHOBA.

*k%

OTOOXHYB HEMHOrO Mo4 HeyrnoBMMOW TeHbl LBETyLlero MuHAanbHoro aepesa, [Buao MukoHu
npoLwlencs no nnowaan W CBEpHYN Ha COHHYI, Y3KYI YMO4YKYy, KOTOpas KoH4aracb KpuBbIMU
CTyneHbkamu, Bblpe3aHHbiMy B xonme. OH nogHsancs OO0 cepedviHbl M ocmotpen nopT. Jla INyanpo —
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ropog, 3axaTblll MeXxay ropaMmvm U MopeM; po3oBble, ronybbie n 6ypo-xenTble JOMa, LEePKOBHbIE BaluHK-
OnnsHeubl 1 cTapasi TaMOXHs1, KOTopasi, Kak Kakor-To ApeBHMI hopT, Bpe3anach B raBaHb.

Ero noBcegHeBHble 3KCKypCUM B 3TO yeAWHEHHOE MECTO CTann HeobxoauMocCTbio. TOMbKO 34ecChb OH
yyBcTBOBas cebsi B 6e30nacHOCTU 1 NOKOe.

MHorga oH npoeoaun 3aeCb HECKOJIbKO 4acoB, Habnogas, kak LBaApPTYHOTCA oonblne KOpaGJ'IVI. Mo
q)naraM N UBETY OAbIMOBbIX pr6 OH NblTanca yragartb, Kakom CTpaHe OHU nNpuHaanexart.

Ero exeHegenbHble BU3WTbI B KOHTOPY CyAOXOACTBaA 3TOro ropoAa Obinn Tak xxe HeobXxoanmbl Ans ero
Onarononyuuns, Kak n aTo HabnogeHne 3a cygamu. MNpolien Mecsy ¢ Tex nop, kak oH octasun Popamy 1
Kanpenspuio, a OH BCe elle He MOr pelnTb, BEPHYTLCS N €My B UTANUI0 HanpsMuK UK nNpoes3nom
yepes Hoto-Mopk.

Wnn nocneposatb coBeTy muctepa [Mnkema n3 CyqoXOAHOW KOHTOPbI: CECTb Ha OAWH U3 HEMELIKUX
Cyxorpy3oB, nnbiByLux yepes Puo, byaHoc-anpec, yepes adpuky B cpeausemMHoe MOpe M NOCMOTPETb
Ha mMup. Ho kakMmm Gbl 3aMaH4YMBbIMW HU ObINIM €ro BO3MOXHOCTU, OH HE MOT 3acTaBuUTb cebs 3akasaTtb
obpaTHbIi OuneT B utanuto. OH He NoHUMar, novemy. XoTs B rryounHe AyLM OH 3HaN NPUYKNHY.

OH nogHANCs Ha BEPLUMHY XONMa U CBEPHYIN Ha Y3KYI0 U3BUITUCTYIO TPONUHKY, BEAYLLYIO K NarbMOBOM
powmue. OH cen Ha 3eMmo, NPUCIIOHMB CMMHY K CTBOMY, N Hadyan obmaxmeaTtb cebs wnanon. TuwmHa
Obina abcontoTHoW. ManbmoBble NMCTbS HEMOABWXHO obsucnn. Jaxe nTuubl napunu 6e3 kakmx-nmbo
YCUINUI, CIIOBHO Nagatowue NucTbs, nogkonoTtelie kK 6e3obnayHomy Heby.

OH ycnbiwan oTAaneHHbli CMeX, 9XOM OTO3BaBLUMWCA B TULIMHE. B3gporHyB, OH OrnsHymcs.
3BeHAWMA 3BYK HAaNMOMHUI eMy cMex ero godepu. BHesanHo ee nuuo matepuannsoBanocb nepes ero
rnasamu. MumoneTHbIn obpa3s, 6ectenecHblin, NMbIBYLLMI B KAKOM-TO crnabom cBeTe; ee nmuo, Kasanocs,
ObI1N10 OKPYXEHO HUMBOM.

BbICTpbIMK, PE3KMMN ABMKEHUSIMU, CITOBHO CTapasiCb CTEpeTb HaBaxaeHue, MBnao MukoHn 3amaxan
CBOEW LLNAMON.

BoamMoxHO, 4YTO KaH,El,eJ'IﬂpVIFI Ha caMOM pgene poaunacb BeObMOW, — pa3MblWIIAN OH, — MOXET I
pe6eHOK OEeNncTBUTENBHO ObITb l'lpl/l‘-ll/lHOVI €ro HepeLwunTesibHOCTU C oTbe3gomM? — cnpalumBasn oH camoro
cebs. bbina nn oHa I'IpVI‘-IVIHOVI €ero HecrnocobHOCTN BCMOMHUTb NMLUA XEHbl U OeTel, OCTaBLUMXCHA B
NTanuu, kak Obl CUIbHO OH HM XXenan 3Toro?

BMao MukoHu BcTan u obBen rnasamm ropu3oHT. Ha cekyHgy OH mogymarn, 4to CiuMT U BUAUT
OTPOMHbIN KOpabib, KOTOPLINA MOSIBUNCS CIIOBHO MMpaXx B ApoXalleM MapeBe packaneHHOro Bosgyxa.
CyagHo nogxogwno Bce bnwke n 6nuxke, HanpaBnssicb B raBaHb. HeCMOTpsi Ha pacCcTosiHWE, OH ACHO
pasnuyan 6enyt, KpacHyo 1 3eneHyto Tpyobl.

— WranbsaHckoe cygHo! — 3akpudan oH, nogbpocus ceol wnsany B Bo3gyx. OH Obin yBepeH, 4To
Tenepb ero HakoHeL, ocTasAT 4apbl BeHecyanbl, Popambl n KaHgenspuu, 3TUX CyeBepHbIX Co3faHui,
KOTOpble YUTaloT NPUMETbLl NO NoneTy MTuu, ABWXKEHUIO TeHew, HanpasneHuio BeTpa. OH cyacTnvBeo
ynbIOHyncsA. OTO CyaHo, BXOAsLLEee B raBaHb, Oblfo npekpacHbIM 4yaoM, 6bino ero ocBoboXaeHneM.

B BONHEHMN OH HECKONBKO pa3 ocTynuncs, cberas BHU3 No KpUBbIM CTyneHbkamMm. OH nomyancs MMmo
CTapbIX KOMOHManbHbIX AOMOB. He ocTaHaBnuBasicb, OH MEMbKOM YyChbilwan nreck BoAbl B POHTaHaXx,
neHne NTUL, B KNeTKax, BbIBELLEHHbIX Y OTKPbITLIX OKOH 1 ABepen. OH Bexan B koHTopy cyaoxoactea. OH
Oexan, 4Tobbl KynuTb OMMNET B 3TOT e OEHb.

Ero PEe3Ko oCTaHOBUI OEeTCKWI ronoc, Ha3BaBLUMIA €ro NONHOE UMS.

I'Ipeo,u,oneBaﬂ BHe3arnHoe TroJyiIoBOKpYyXeHne, OH 3aKpbll rasa W MNPUCIIoOHUNCA K CTeHe. KTo-TO
CXBaTuIl ero 3a pPyky. OH OTKPpbIN1 rMasa, HO yBuaen Junulb 4epHOoe NATHO, Mada4yuBLlee nepen HUM. OH
CHOBa ycCrbiLwan rosioc pe6eHKa, KOTOprVI 3Barl ero no MUMeHun.

MoHEeMHOry rONMOBOKpY)XeHWe npekpaTunock. Bce elle paccesiHHbIM B30POM OH MOCMOTPEN Ha
B3BOJIHOBaAHHOE NWLO MUcTepa [unkema, ronnaHaua s KOHTOpbl Cy[OXOACTBA, — 5 HE 3Hal0, Kak 34ecb
okasarcsi, Ho MHe HaJo MoroBopuTb ¢ Toboi, — 3aukasicb, nporoBopun Mmoo MukoHn, — ¢ xonma s
yBuZen BxoAsllee B raBaHb UTarnbsHCKOE CyAHO. 1 Xody HemMearneHHO KynuTb GUneT Ha poauHy.

MwucTep N'vnkemMm HegOBEPYMBO MOKavan rofioBON, — Tbl YBEPEH B 3TOM? — CMPOCWUI OH.

— 51 Xouy B3ATb GUNET Ha poauHy, — no-AeTcku HacTauean MukoHu, — npsiMO ceilyac! — nog
npucTanbHbIM B3rNaaoM mMuctepa MMrkema, KpacHOPeuMBbIM MO CMbICY, OH A0GaBun: — A B KOHUE
KOHLLOB HapyLly 3To 3aknaTue!

— KoHeuHo, Tbl caenaelwb 370, — MUCTep Mnkem o,u,o6pmou.|,e noxmnonan ero no nre4vyy, a 3arem
HanpaBuI K Kaccupy.

MogHas rmasa, 'engo MuKOHM NOCMOTPENT Ha BbICOKOrO XyAOLWABOro ronfaHgua, KoTopbld BaXKHO
cugen 3a npunaeBkoM. Kak oObldHO, muctep mnkem Obin ogeT B Gernblil NIbHSAHOW KOCTIOM U YepHble
MaTepuaTtble caHpjanuu. Yenka cenbix BOJOC, MPOPOCLIAs Ha OLHOM CTOPOHE €ero rosioBbl, Obina
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aKKypaTHO 3adyecaHa ¥ pacrnpegerneHa no ero ronoMy yepeny. Ero nuuo nocrapeno ot 6e3xanocTHoro
COMHLA U, KOHEYHO e, OT BbINUTOro poma.

MwucTep 'vnkem BbIHYN TSHXKENbIN rPOCCOyX M LWYMHO ONYCTWUI €ro Ha NPUNaBoK.

OH noaooaBuvHyn CTyn, cen n Hadan nucatb, — €CTb HEKOTOpble iAW, KOTOpPblie pelnnin octaTtbCA
3[eCb, — cKka3an oH. 3aTeM MOAHSA CBOK PY4YKY 1 yKa3all ero Ha MWKOHKN, — ¥ Tbl, MOW apyr, HuUKorga He
BEepHELIbCA B Utanuto.

Brao MVKOHM, COBEPLUEHHO He 3Hasl, YTO eMy OTBETUTb, YKYCUIT CBOIO Ty0y.

Mwuctep vnkem mM3gan rpoMKU XOXOT, KOTOPbLIN, 3apOAMBLUUCE B rnybuHe ero Gproxa, npopsancs
rpoxo4yLimm 6onesHeHHbIM 3BykOM. HO korga oH 3aroBopuri, €ro rorioc CTPaHHO CMArYMncd, — s NpocTo
nowwyTtun. A Bo3bMy Tebsi ¢ coboin Ha cygHo.

MVICTep 'mnkem cxoaun ¢ HUM B OTEfNb U NOMOT COGpaTb ero seun.

YBEpUBLLUCL, YTO OH MOMYy4YMN KaloTy, Kakylo MPOCMN, M pacnnatusluncb, MuKOHM pacnpoliancs ¢
ronnaHauem.

HemHoro obanges, OH 0O3upancd, 3auHTPUroBaHHbIA TeM, YTO Ha nanybe wuTanbsHCKOro cyaHa,
CTOSILLEro Ha siKope y OeBATOro nupca, HUKOro He 6bino. OH mocTtaBun CTyn psgoM CO CTOMMKOM Ha
nanybe, cen Ha Hero Bepxom u onycTun nob Ha gepeBsAHHYI0 CNMHKY. HeT, oH He cowen ¢ yma. OH 6bin
Ha UTanbsiHCKOM CydHe, MOBTOPSiN OH caM cebe, Ha4esACb paccesiTb CTpax TOro, YTO BOKPYr HUKOMO He
Obino. Cenvac, OTO4OXHYB HEMHOIO, OH CMYCTUTCA Ha Apyryto nanyby u gokaxeTt cebe, 4To KOmMaHga u
oCTalbHble NAaccaXunpbl HAXOAATCS Ha Kopabne. 3Ta MbICNb BEpPHYNa eMy yBEPEHHOCTb.

MBMAo MukoHuM BCTan co cTyna u, onMpasch Ha nepurna, nocMoTpen Ha nupc.

OH yBugen muctepa 'nnkema, KOTopbI 3aMaxarn emy pykow, yBuaeB €ero.

— MukoHu! — Kpuyan ronnangeu, — CyaHO NOSHUMAET AKOPb. Thbl YyBEPEH, YTO XO4ellb yexaTb?

BMao MukoHM npowwund XxomnoaHbii noT. Heuamepumbii cTpax oBnagen uMM. OH O4eHb XoTen
CMOKOWHOW XM3HW PSAOOM C CEMbEN, — A HE XO4Y ye3XaTb, — 3akpuyan OH B OTBET.

— Y 1ebs HeT BpeMeHu, 4ToObl BepHYTb CBOM Barax. Tpan yxe yopanu.

Mpbiran HemeaneHHo. Tebsa noimatoT B BOAE. Ecnu Thl He NpbIrHeLWwb cenvac, Tbl He caenaellb 3TOoro
HUKorga.

Mmoo MukoHu konebGarncsi Bcero cekyHay. B ero yemomaHe nexanu OparoLEHHOCTM, KOTOpble OH
cobupan rogamu, paboTasi MoyTW C HeyerioBeyeckum yriopctBoM. M Bce aTo GyaeT yTpadeHo? OH
peLuun, YTo Y Hero ecThb elle 4OCTaTOYHO CUM, YToBbl HavyaTb BCe C Havana, v NpbIrHyn ¢ nepurn.

Bce cnunocb. OH co6panc;| nepen ygapom O BOAy. OH He BoOnHoBarcs, Tak kak Obin Xopowunm
nnosyom. Ho yoapa Tak 1 He nocnegosarno. OH ycnbliwan rosnoc Mmucrtepa Mmnkema, FPOMKO CKa3aBLUEero:
— A AymMalo, 3TO0T YeJl0BEK B 06M0p0|<e.

ABTOOYC He noedeT, Noka Mbl He BbiBeAEM ero. 31, KTo-HMbyab, NojanTe ero YyemoaaH.

Brgo MukoHu oTkpbin cBou rnasa. OH yBMAen 4epHyl TeHb Ha 6enol uepkoBHol cteHe. OH He
3Han, 4YTo 3acTaBuno ero nogymatb O Beabme. OH 4yBCTBOBas, YTO €ro MOAHANW W BbIHECNU U3
aBTobyca. [MoTom NpuLno paspywmMTenbHOEe NOHUMaHMe.

— 5 Hukorga He CMOry yexartb. A Hukorga He yeaxarn. 970 ObIN COH, — NoOBTOPAN OH. Ero mbicnn
BEpPHYJINCb K AparoueHHOCTAM B YeMoaHe. OH 6bIN YBEPEH, YTO TOT, KTO CXBaTWUJ1 YeModaH, yKpan ero.
Ho AaparoueHHoCTn Oonblue He uMenu ang Hero 3Ha4veHusl. OH yXe notepan nx Ha cygHe.

10.

B moen nocneaHen noesake k gomy 'Buao MukoHn meHsa conposoxaana Mepcepaec NMepanbTa. Korga
B KOHUE OHS Mbl cobpanucb BepHyTbCs B ropod, Popama obHsima MeHs u noBena CKBO3b 3apociv
TPOCTHMKA Y3KOW TPOMOM K HeDBOnbLION MomnsiHe, 0O6CaXXEHHOW KYCTaMW HOKKW, YbM LBEThbl, MPsiMble U
Oenble, HAaNOMWHaNM MHe psiAbl CBEYEln Ha anTape.

— Kak Tebe ato HpaBI/ITCFI? — cnpocuna Popama, YKa3blBad Ha rpAagku, yKpbiTble peakmm HaBeCoM U3
TOHKUX U CYXKUX BETBEN, KOTOprVI no yrnam nogaepxwuBancd pa3aBoeHHbIMM Ha KOHUaX wecTtaMu.

— Mpsmo kak Ha kapTuHKe! — BOCKNMKHYNa s, ocMaTpuBasi none, NnokpbIToe NepucTbIMA PoCcTKamu
MOpPKOBM, MarntoCeHbKUMW MUCTbSIMU canaTta, CXOAHbIMW Mo opMe C cepaeykamu, U KpYXeBHbIMU
3aBUTKaMU BETOYEK NETPYLLKM.

Cuss Boctoprom, Popama nporynvBanack Tyga M 06paTHO BOOSMb OMPSATHO BCMaxaHHbIX PAOOB
CMEXHOro nonsi, cobvpasl Ha CBOK AOJIMHHYK OOKY Maccy Cyxux NUCTbeB U BeTodek. Kaxabiii pas
ykasblBasi MECTO, Iie OHa Mocaguna canat, peauc unu UBeTHyto KanycTy, Popama noBopayunBanack ko
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MHe, ee poT usrnbarncs B craboii BO3ayLIHOW ynblOke, a XUTpble rfasa cBepkanu ns-nog nonyrnpukpbITbIX
BEK, OTpakasi OTOHEK HM3KOTrO MOCIenonyAeHHOro cosHua.

— A 3Hato, uTo Y MeHA eCTb NpAaMoe nocpeaHN4YeCcTBO BebMbl, KAKUM Obl OHO HK BbINO, — BHE3aMNHO
BOCKITMKHYIa OHa, — U eANHCTBEHHO XOpOLIJVII7I MOMEHT B 3TOM TO, YTO A 3HaAtO 3TO.

Mpexae 4yem s BocMonb3oBanach Criydaem paccrnpocutb ee noapobHee, OHa MoAolifa Ko MHe U
obHsANa MeHs.

— S Hapetocb, Tbl He 3abyaellb Hac, — ckasana oHa 1 OTBena MeHs K JXKuny.
Mepcegaec NepanbTa Kpenko cnana Ha nepeaHemM CugeHun.

B ogHOM 13 OKOH BTOPOro ataxa nokasarsncd MBnao MukoHu. OH caenan MHe 3Hak pyK017|, KOTOprVI
Obin CKOpee MaHALWnM, YeM npoLiarnbHbIM.

Hesagonro po toro, kak mbl gocturnu KypmuHel, Mepcenec lNepanbta 3awesenunacs. OHa rpomMKo
3eBHYyma u paccesitHHO NOCMOTpena B OKHO.

— Thbl He 3HaeLb, YTO Ha camoM aene npousoLwno ¢ Bruao MukoHn? — cnpocuna oHa.

— HeT, — ckasana 49, — MHe TONbKO W3BECTHO, 4YTO MUKOHM 1 Popsma Ha3blBakOT 3TO
BMeLlaTesibCTBOM BEbMbl.

HoHbsa Mepcepnec 3axuxukana, — 3TO onpeaeneHHo Obino BMeLaTensCTBO BeAbMbl, — CKa3ara OHa,
— KaHgenapusa yxe rosopuna tebe, 4To Koraa BeAbMbl BMELUMBAKTCA BO YTO-TO, OHM FOBOPAT, YTO
AenarT 3TO cBoen TeHbto. KaHaensapusi cosgana 3BeHO AN CBOEro oTua; OHa co3fana emy XW3Hb BO
cHe. [NockonbKky OHa BeAbMa, OHa Bpallana Koneco cry4as.

Buktop [xynuo Toxe co3gan 3BEHO, M OH TOXe MOBEPHYN KOMeco criydasl, HO Tak Kak OH He Obin
marom, coH OkTaBmo KaHTy — XOTS OH Tak e peaneH u HepearneH, Kak COH MUKOHU — nony4uncs o4YeHb
ANUHHBIM Y MyYUTENbHBIM.

— Kak KaHgensapuvs cosgana BMeLLaTensCTBo?

— HeKOTopre netn, — obbACHUNA OOHbS Mepce,qec, — UMEIOT CUIy XXenaTtb yero-nnbo ¢ OFpOMHOVI
CTpacTbio aonrunn nepunog BpemMeHW, — OHa OTKMHYIMaCcb Ha CBO€ cuaeHue W 3aKkpblla rmasa, —
KaHaenapua Oblna Takum peGeHKOM. OHa 6bina poxageHa Takon. OHa xenana BO3BpalleHnAaA CBOEro
oTua, U Xenana 3Toro, HM B YeM He COMHeBasicb. JTa oTgada, ata pewnmmMmocCcTb U eCTb TO, YTO BE€dbMbl
Ha3blBalOT TEHbIO. ATO ObINIO TON CaMOW TEHbIO, KOTOpad He Morna no3BOJINTb MwuKoHK yVITVI.

Mbl npoexanu octaTtok nyTv B MondaHuu. MHe xoTenock nepeBapuTb ee crnosa. [pexae, Yem Mbl
BOLUNW B €€ [OM, 5 3afana en nocrnegHuii Bonpoc.

— Kak mor M1KoHM umeTb Takon Nogpo6HbIN COH?

— MWuKOHU HUKOrga He xoTen ye3xaTtb, HUKorga, — OoTBeTula OHa, — MO3TOMY OH Obin OTKPbIT
Hen0Kone6mmomy XenaHu KaHD,eJ'IFIpVIVI. |_|O/J,p06HOCTI/I CHa camu no cebe, ogHako, He SBNSOTCH
YyacTblo BMeLlaTenbCTBa BeAbMbl, 3TO ObINIO BOO6pa)KeHVIe MwukoHu.

YacTh TpETh.

11.

Korga uTo-TO nowiekoTano MoK LEeKy, S cena u MeAneHHoO NoAHsna rnasa K NoTofKy, pa3biCKmBas
rMraHTckoro MoTbifibka. C Tex mop, Kak s yBuaena ero B paboyen komHate goHbn Mepcegec, s 6bina
ogepxvnma uM. Kaxxgyto Houb MOThINIEK pa3MepoM B NTULY NOSBASNCS B MOUX CHax, TPaHCOPMUPYSACh B
Mepcepec lNepanbTy. Koraa s pacckasana e, 4To Bept0 B CBOM CHbl, OHa BbICMesifia 3TO, KaK nsoa
MOero BoobpaxeHus.

£ BHOBb OMycTMMacb Ha CBOK CMATYIO MOAYLLUKY. YXXe MOorpyXascb B COH, S ycrnblwarna LapkaHbe
Mepcegnec lNepanbTbl, NpoxogsLLe MUMO MOel ABepu. A Bckouuna, ogenach M Ha Lpblnoykax Bblbexana
B TEMHbIA KOpuAop. TUxmi cMex JoHeccd M3 ee paboyert KOMHaTbl. SAHTapHOE 3apeBO ropsLUMX CBEYen
npocayvMBanocb CKBO3b OTKPbITYIO, HEOPEXHO 3adepHyTy nopTbepy. Henpeogonvmoe nioGonbITCTBO
3acTaBuUNoO MeHs B3rMsHYTb BHYTpb. 3a cTonoM cugena Mepcepnec lNepanbTta U Myx4dnHa, NULLO KOTOPOro
ObINI0 CKPLITO LUNSAMOMN.

— Tbl He xo4ellb NPUCOEANHUTBCSA K HaM? — KpUKHyNa AoHbs Mepcenec, — S TONbKO YTO roBopuna
HalleMy Opyry, YTo BCKOpe Tbl NPUAELLb B3IMSHYTb HA MEHS.

— JlnoH l'|I/IpI/IHO! — BOCKITMKHYINa 4, KaK TOJIbKO OH MOBEPHYICA KO MHE N NpunogHAn Kpaﬁ wnanbl B
3HaK NpUBETCTBUA. Mbl no3HakoMMAUCb BO BpemMA MOoero Heyaa4dHoro ydactnd B CeaHce. ViIMeHHO OH
OpraHu3oBbIiBaJsl BCTpe4yn CnUpuUToB. EMy ObINIO OKONO CeMMAOECATU-BOCBMUAECATU JET, HO Ha €ero
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TeMHOM nuue BbINo BCero HECKONbKO MOPLUMH. Y Hero Bbinn Gorblune YepHble rnasa M uckpswmecs
Oenble 3y0bl, KOTOPbIM criegoBarno 6bl ObITh XenTbiMK OT curap. Ha ero nogbopoake Topyana LweTuHa,
HO ero cepfple, KOPOTKO OCTPWXKEHHble BONOCHI Obinv 6e3ynpeyHo npuyecaHbl. Ero TeMHbIA KOCTIOM,
NMOMSATBIA U MELLKOBATLIN, BbIrNsSAeN Tak, 6yaTo OH crnan B HEM.

— OH paboTtan kak cymacllenwmin, — ckasana goHbs Mepcenec, CnoBHO YnTasi MOU MbICN.

XoTs MeHst 6onblue He npurnawanu Ha ceaHcbl, Mepceaec lNepanbTa ogobpsina Mou Noesgku K
JleoHy YupuHo. WHorga oHa conpoBoxpana MeHs, nHorda s es3guna ogHa. OH Obinl NNOTHUK MO
npocdeccun, HO ero 3HaHWe pasnUYHbIX LlaMaHCKUX Tpaguuui, npakTukyemblx B BeHecyane, Gbino
n3ymuTenbHbiM. Ero nHTepecoBanu Mou M3bICKAHUSA, OH Yacamu M3yyan MOW 3anucu, OTCrnexueasi B
npoueaypax MaroB uHOenckme u adpukaHckme kopHu. OH 3Han Bcex CnMpUTyanucToB, BeAbM W
3Haxapen BeHecyanbl BoceMHagLaToro n geBaTHaguaToro sekos. OH roBopun 0 HUX C TaKOW UCKPEHHEN
amMunbAPHOCTLIO, CIOBHO Xenars, YToObl Y MeHs1 CNOXWNOCh BneYvaTneHue, 6yaro oH 3HaeT UX NNYHO.

MNonoc Mepceaec lMepanbTbl 6ecuepemMoHHO obopBan MOM BOCMOMWHAHUSI, — Tbl HE XxoTena Obl
noexaTtb C Hamu, 4TOObI BbINONHUTL OobeLlaHne? — cnpocuna oHa.

CwmylLLIeHHasi ee BONPOCOM, s1 MOCMOTPEra cHavana Ha Hee, MOTOM Ha Hero. VIX nuua MHe HU4Yero He
coooLmnu.

— Mbl ye3xaem cenyac xe, — ckasana OHa MHe, — y Hac B 3arnace TONbKO HOYb U [OeHb, — OHa
BCTana v B3ara MeHs 3a pyKy, — 51 NOAroToBMo Tebsa Ans Noesaku.

MoagrotoBka 3akntovanace B cnegytowem. OHa cnpAtana Mou BOJOCbI MOA TECHYK BSA3aHYHO
MaTpPOCCKYIO LIanOyKy M BbiMasana Moe nuuo YepHOM pacTutensHonm nacton. OHa 3acTaBuna MeHs
MOKMSICTBCS, YTO S HX C KEM He 3aroBopto 1 He Byay 3agaBaTb BONPOCOB.

WrHopupya moe npennoxeHne Bocnonb3oBaTtbes mkunom, Mepcegec MNepanbta Bckapabkanacb Ha
3agHee cuaeHue ctaporo mepkypusi JleoHa YUumpuHo. C MATbIMKM Gamnepamu U pa3buTol pamol, ero
MallvHa BbIrMsAAena Tak, CIoBHO ee BbiTalMM CO CKrnaaa MeTannonomMa.

I'Ipe>+<p,e 4YeM 4 PUCKHYITa CNpoCUTb, Kyada Mbl €4eM, OHa BeJienna MHe 3ana3nTb U npucmMmaTpuneaTthb 3a
ee KOp3VIHOI7I, HaMnofIHEHHON ne4YebHbIMK TpaBamMu, cBe4HYamn U curapamn. rpOMKO B3JOXHYB, OHa
nepekpecrtunacb 1 3acHyna.

£ He pelwanacb 3aroBopuTb € JleoHOM YMprHO; BCS €ro KOHLEHTpauus, Ka3anoch, LWra Ha To, YTobbl
ynpaenaTe MawmvHOW. BnvxHui cBeT egBa ocBellan NaTavyok goporu neped Hamu. Cnerka cropbusLince,
OH HanpPsXXeHHO KpyTWn 6apaHKy, CIIOBHO 3TUM Kak-TO MOT MOMOYb MalLUHEe nepecekaTb TEMHbIE XONMbl.

Korga oHa apTaumnnach Ha KpyTbiX NOgbeMax, OH TUXO yroBapuearn ee npogoskatb nyTb. Ho nog ropy
OH BbDKMMarn M3 MalluHbl BCE, MPOXOAS MOBOPOThHI B TEMHOTE Ha 6e3pacCynHOW CKOpPOCTM, Tak YTO A
3aBOJIHOBanach 3a Haluu xu3Hu. CymepKku BpbIBarMCb CKBO3b HEOCTEKIEHHbIE OKHA W LUENN B KApTOHE,
KOTOPbI CKPbIBan pXaBble Ablpbl B MONY.

TOp)KeCTBeHHO yanGaFICb, OH HaKOHel pe3Ko ocCTaHOoBWUIICA W Mnoracun nepegHune d)apbl. [oHbs
Mepce,u,ec 3auleBsennnacb Ha 3agHeM cuaeHbe.

— MbI npuexanu, — Marko ckasan JleoH YmpuHo.

Mol BbIWNKM M3 MawuHbl. CTosina TemHas 6e3obnayHas Houb. Ha Hebe He ObIno HWM OAHOW 3Be3[bl.
lMpsiMoO neped HaMK YTO-TO MPOTAHYNOCHL YEPHOW MOMOCOWN. A HENOBKO LWarHyrna n yxsaTtunacbk 3a JOHbIO
Mepcegnec, y KOTOpOW, kKa3anocb, HAKaKMX Npobnem BUAETbL B TEMHOTE He ObIno.

JleoH YmpuHo B3An MeHs 3a pyky u nosen. A ycrnblwana okono cebs npurnyLlweHHbIn cmex. 3aech
SIBHO ObINW Apyrue fnoam, KOTopbiX s oka He Morna BUuaeThb.

HakoHel, KTO-TO 3axer KepocuHOBbIM (hoHapb. B cnabom gpoxalluem cBeTe s pasnuyuna cunyabl
yeTblpex MY>X4MH 1 goHbM Mepcegec, cngdawmnx Kpyrom. JleoH YMpuHo oTBEN MEHS Ha HECKOSbKO LLaroB
OT rpynnbl. A1 YyBCTBOBana MnomnHbll ynagok cun. OH NOMOr MHe CeCTb, MPUCIIOHMB MEHsi K KakoW-To
rmbibe, Topyallen 13 3emnu, 3atem nogan doHapb 1 NMPOMHCTPYKTMPOBAT, Kak AepxXaTb ero n ocesellartb
TO, YTO CKaXyT. 3aTem OH Jan MHe ABe ConaaTCckue KPYy>Kku; Ta, YTo nobonblue, Obina HanonHeHa BoOAOWN,
B Apyron 6bin pom. A gomkHa Oblnia nogaBaTth X MyXXYMHAM Mo nx npockbe.

Monua n 6e3 yCVIJ'Il/Il7| 0BO€ MYX4YMH Ha4vanun konatb MSITKUI FPYHT, akKypaTHO BO3BOAA Y AMbI Ky4dy
3eMnun. npOLUJ'IO no Kpa|7|He|7| Mepe non4yaca, npexge 4em OHMN OCTaHOBUITUCL U I'IOTpe6OBaﬂl/I POM. Moka
OHUW NN 1 oTabIXanu, JleoH l'|I/lpI/IHO n ,D,pyr0|7| MYX4Y/Ha npoaosiKanm Konatb.

Tak, cMeHsis Apyr Apyra, oHU paboTanu, MMM — KTO poOM, KTO BOAY — W OTAbIXanu. 3a 4ac My>KYuHbI
Bblkonanu siMy, B rny6uHe KOTOPOM CMOKOMHO Mor crpsitaTbcs YernoBek. Korga oauvH M3 HUX yoapwn
rfionaToi o YTo-TO TBEPAOE, OHM NepecTanu paboTaTtb. JleoH YMprMHO nonpocun MeHst NoCBETUTbL BHYTPb
SIMbl, HO HE CMOTpPEeTb TyAa, — 3TO OH, — cKasas OAUH U3 MYXXYMH, — Tenepb Ham Hago obkonatb ero, —
OH 1 ero napTHep NPUCOEANHUIUCH K TEM, KTO HaXOAuIcs B siMe.
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A ymupana ot no6onbITCTBA, HO HE CMena HapylwuTb CBoero obeluaHusl. Ax, ecnn Gbl S TOJbKO
Morna roBopuTb C [JOHbel Mepcefdec, koTopasi cugena Henoganeky oT MeHs. OHa 6Gbina Tak
HemnoABWXHa, YTO Ka3arnocb, 6yaATo OHa B TpaHce.

My>k4mHbI NnxopadoyHo paboTtanu B sme. [Mpolno noytu nonyaca, npexae Yem s ycnbilana ronoc
JleoHa YumpuHo, rosopsiliero goHse Mepceaec, YTo OHM FOTOBbI OTKPbITh Er0.

— Mysaus, 3a)ru curapy U3 Moel KOp3uHbl U fai ee MHe, — NpuKasana oHa.
— W NMPVHECU MHE KOP3MHY.

A 3axrna curapy u yxxe xotena BcTaTb, 4TOObl NpUHECTU ee e, Kak JleoH YvpuHo 3awwenTtan co gHa
amMbl: — npucaab, Mysusa! Mpucagb!

£ ocTtaHoBMNack 1 nepegana curapy v KopanHy aoHbe Mepcegec.
— He cmoTpu B My HUM 3a 4TO Ha cBeTe! — LienHyna oHa MHe B YXO.

£ BepHynack Tyaa, rae cmgena, bopscb C NOYTU HENPEOAONMMbIM XenaHnem NocBeTUTb hoHapeM B
Amy. A 3Hana ¢ abCconoTHON YBEPEHHOCTbLIO, YTO OHW BbIKanbIBAT CYHAYK, MOMHbLIA 30M0TbIX MOHET. A
Aaxe Morna cnblwatb 3BYK fionar, Tyno yaapsioLwmx 060 YTO-TO, YTO Ka3anocb 60NbLIMM U TAXENbIM.

OuapoBaHHasi, 1 cMOTpera, kak AoHbs Mepcedec AocTana U3 CBoel KOp3uHbl YEpPHYHO CBeYy 1 GaHKy
c yepHoi nygpoi. OHa 3axrna cBevy, YyCTaHOBUIIa €e Ha 3eM/lo BO3fe SIMbl, 3aTeM Mpukasana MHe
NoTyLWMWTb POHapb.

YepHas ceeva nctovana xyTkumn ceeT. [JoHbs Mepcegec cena y ceeuw.

[MOBMHYACL KaKOW-TO HENPOWU3HECEHHOW KOMaHAe, MYX4MHbl MO oYepean BbIiCyHYNW CBOW rOSOBbI
npsmMo nepeq Hen. Kaxapiv pas, Korga Bo3HMKana roniosa, oHa oTcbinana HebonbLUyo NOpLMIO YEPHOTO
nopoLLKa B NafoHb, a 3aTeM HaTupana um Kaxagyro ronosy. Bckope, nocne Toro, Kak oHa ynpasunacbh C
rorioBamu, OHa Hamasana YepHbIM MOPOLLKOM PYKN MYXUUH.

Moe ntoGonbITCTBO AOCTUIIO Npeaerna, Koraa s ycnbillana TPeck OTKPbIBAEMOW KPbILLIKU.
— MeI goctanu ee, — ckasan JIeoH YMpuHO, BbICYHYB CBOIO PYKY M3 AIMbI.

HoHbs Mepcegec nogana emy 6aHKy C YepHbIM MOPOLLKOM, 3aTem 6aHKy ¢ Yem-TO GenbiM, 1 nocrne
aTOro 3agyna ceeuy.

Hac cHoBa nornoTtuna nonHenwas TeMa. CTOHbI U B3A0XU MYX4YUH, BbIHUMaBLUNX YTO-TO U3 AMbI, €Lle
Oonblue noa4vepkuBarnin HeeCTeCTBeHHY0 TULLNHY. A npmxanacb K AOHbE Mepcep,ec, HO OHa OTTOJIKHYIna
MEHHA.

— Bce cagenaHo, — npowenTtan JleoH l'|l/IpI/IH0 HanpsA>XeHHbIM royiloCoM.

JoHbs Mepcenec BHOBb 3axrna 4epHyl cBeuy. S ¢ TPyAOM pasnuymnnia KOHTYPbl TPEX MYXUWH,
KoTopble Hecnn 6onblion y3en. OHU NOMNOXUNKM ero Ha Kyyy rpyHta. S Habnogana 3a HUMK C Takon
YBINEYEHHOCTbIO, YTO YyTb HE ynana B siMy, ycrbillae ronoc AoHbn Mepcenec. OHa npukasana JleoHy
YupurHO, KOTOPLIN BCE €lle Haxoauncs B sIMe, nockopee 3abuTb reo3gsiMuM TO, YTO Tam Obino, K
Bblfle3aTh.

JleoH YnpuHo nossuncsa cenyac xe, n goHb Mepcefec maccuposarna emy fnuuo U pyku, B TO BPEMS,
KaK Tpoe ApYyrux My>4uH, B35B fionaTbl, 3acbinanu amy.

Korga oHM 3akoH4Mnn pa60Ty, OOHbA Mepcep,ec noctaBuila cee4vy B UEHTP 3aprTOVI AMbl. J1eoH
LlMpVIHO 6pOCVIJ'I Ha Hee NocnegHKo fionaTty 3emMiim 1 noracun ninams.

KTo-TO 3axer KepoCWHOBLIN (POHapb W MYX4YMHbI HEeMeAneHHO NpoJOoIhKanu CBOW Tpyd; OHM
yTpamboBanu 3emnio Tak ngeanbHO, YTO HUKTO He CMOr Obl JoragaTbCsi O MPON3BeAEeHHbIX packonkax. A
crneguna 3a HUMK BCe 3TO BpeMms, HO B MOCMedHWn MUr Bce Moe MobonbiTCTBO CHOKYCUMPOBAroch Ha
y3ne, 3aBepHyTOM B Ope3eHT.

— Tenepb HUKTO He Yy3HaET, — cKasan OOWH M3 MYXYMH M TUXO 3acMesanica, — a ceivac Haao
yxoauTk otctoaa. CKopo Ha4YHeT cBeTaTth.

Mbl nogownu Kk y3ny. A oceewana nytb. MHe oO4YeHb He Tepnenocb y3HaTb, YTO Tam Takoe. B
noneiTKax S Hanetena Ha y3en, Ope3eHT COCKOMb3HYM, MPUOTKPbIB 4acCTb XXEHCKOW HOrM, oOeTon B
YepHbI BOTUHOK.

He B cunax coepxaTb cebGs, s caepHyna OpeseHT M ocBeTUNa packpbITbiid y3en. B Hem Gbin Tpyn
XEHLWMHbI. Mol ucnyr 1 owenoMneHe AOCTUITM TakMX pasMepoB, YTO s Aaxe He 3akpuyana, XoTs
Xenana aToro v npunarana K aTomy Bce cunbl. Bce, 4To A cMorna caenatb, 3T0 KapkHyTb. 3ateM Bce B
MOMX rfasax NoTemHerso.

4 3aneana Ha 3agHee cuaeHve MaluuHbl JleoHa YupurHO 1 yTkHynack B KoneHun goHbu Mepcegec. OHa
NMOTHO MpwXana K MoeMy HOCY MaToK, CMOYEHHbI CMECbIO HalaTbipsi M PO30BOM BoAbl. ATO GbINO
nobumoe cpeacTeo AoHbU Mepcegec. OHa HasbiBana ero AyxXoBHON MHbEKLVEN.

— 4 Bceraga 3Hana, 4To Thl TpyCuxa, — OTO3BalfiaCb OHa 1 Ha4vana MmaccupoBaTb MHE BUCKWU.
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JleoH YnpuHo KpyTuncst BOKpyr, — Tbl O4eHb cmernasi, My3us, — ckasan oH, — HO Yy Tebs ewle HeT
cun, 4tobbl oTCcTYyNUTh. Tebe npugeTtca notepneTb. Heckonbko AHEN NpuaeTCca noTepneTh.

A He oT3biBanack. Mo ucnyr 6bin CAWLKOM BENWK, YTOObI MOXXHO BbINO YCNOKOUTLCSA. £ CO 3M0CTbI0
obpyrana ux 3a To, YTO OHU He NpeaynpeannyM MeHs O CBOMX AENCTBUSX.

HoHbs Mepcegec oTBeTuna, YTo BCe, COENaHHOE WMMW, Aenanocb npegHaMepeHHO, U 4YacTbi KX
3ambicra Gbina Mos nonHasi HeoCBe4OMIIEHHOCTb. TO AaBano UM pof 3aluTbl NPOTUB OCKBEPHEHUS
mMorunbl. CnabbiM MeCTOM oKasarncs MOon XaaHbl UHTEPeC K TOMY, 4YTO BbIno nog 6pe3eHToMm.

— A rosopuna Tebe, YTO Mbl npuexarnu BblINMOJTHUTb obellaHne, — ckasarna MHe QOHbsI Mepce,qec, —
Mbl 3aKOHYWITN MEePBYKO 4YaCTb — BbIKONann Tpyn. Tenepb Mbl OOJKHbI MOXOPOHUTL €ro CcHoBa, — OHa
3aKpbljla CBOM rnasa un 3acHyna.

A nepecena Ha nepefHee cngeHbe.
Tuxo HaneBas, JleoH YMpurHO noexan no rpyHTOBOWM Aopore k nobepexblo.
BbIno yxxe yTpo, Korga mbl AOCTUIN 3a0POLLEHHON KOKOCOBOW POLLM.

lMouyBcTBOBaB 3anax Mopckoro 6pusa, Mepcegec lNepanbTta npocHynacb. OHa rpoMKO 3eBHyNa u
BbINpAMNUNach. BbICyHyBLIJVICb B OKHO, OHa, Ka3arioCb, BAbiXalna nneck gaJibHNX BOJIH.

— Bort Xopowlee MeCTo anda OCTaHOBKU, — 3adBUI JleoH l-‘|I/IpI/IHO, NMPUTOPMO3NB B HECKOJIbKUX LLUarax
OT narnbMOBOIro pgepeBa, npsamMmee M BbllLE KOTOPOro A ele He BCTpedana. Kasanocb, 4to TaxXenble
Cepe6pl/ICTbIe nucTbs nogMeTaroT obnaka Ha TeMHO-CMHEM Hebe.

— 3pecb nobnusoctn Haxogutcs Aom JlopeHuo [Masa, — npopormkan 6onTtate JleoH YupuHo,
nomMorasa goHbe Mepcedec BbINTM U3 MallLMHbLI, — MPOrynka NoiaeT Ham Ha Monb3y, — YnblGasach, OH
nogan MHe ee KOp3uHy.

Mbl nOLWnM NPOTOPEHHOM JOPOron Yepes ryctble 3apocrnuv BbICOKOro 6ambyka, obpamnsasLlero pyyen.
3pecb 6bINO NpoxnagHO M TEMHO, a BO3AYyX HAMoOSHANCA 3€MeHON NPO3payvyHOCTbI0 JMCTbEB. JleoH
YnpwuHo waran Bnepeaun Hac, ero corlomeHHas wnsna bbina coByMHyTa Ha rnasa Tak, YTobbl ee He yHec
BETEP.

Mbl gorHanu ero Ha y3koMm MocTy. Onupascb Ha 6anocTpagy U3 CBeXeCpesaHHbIX LECTOB, Mbl
HEMHOro OTOOXHYNK, Habnogas 3a rpynnon >XeHLMH, cTupaBLmx 6ense. N3 4bnx-TO pyK BbICKOMb3HYna
pyballka, 1 loHast AeByLUKa NpbIrHyna B BOAY, YTOObl NorMMaTth ee. TOHKoe nnaTbe B34yNoCb BO3AYLIHbLIM
nysblpem, 3aTem obnenuno ee rpydb, XXUBOT 1 MArkn n3rnd Geaep.

Mpsamas rpyHTOBasd Aopora no Ty CTOPOHY MOCTa Bena K ManeHbKoW AepeByLUKe, B KOTOPYKO Mbl TaK U
He 3awnu. CBepHyB Ha 3abpoleHHOe MaucoBoe Mnofe, Mbl MOLWMAW BAOMb OPOCUTENbHOW KaHaBbl.
3aTtBepaeBLlUne MOYaTKM Xanko obBucanu LIenyxor Ha 3acoxwux ctebnsax; npyu cnabbix AyHOBEHMSAX
BeTepka OHW M3gaBanu Tpeckyvee LypwaHve. Mbl NOAOWNM K ManeHbkomy gomy. Ero cteHbl 6binm
HeJaBHO MOKpalleHbl, a YepenuyHas Kpbilla YacTu4YHO nepegenaHa. baHaHoBble AepeBbs, NMCTbA
KOTOPbIX ObINM NOYTU NPO3PaYHbl HA CONMHEYHOM CBETE, CITOBHO YacoBble CTOSNM CTEHON nepen ABepbIO.

[Bepb 6bina nNpuoTkpbiTa. bes cTyka M oTkNMKa Mbl BOWNKM B JOM. Ha KMpnmMyHOM nony, onmpasick 0O
CTeHbl, CMOENO HEeCKONbKO MYX4YMH. YBMAEB Hac, OHM B 3HaK NPUBETCTBUS MOOHSINM HaMonoBUHY
HanosfIHEHHbIE POMOM CTaKaHbl, a 3aTeM BHOBb Mpoaorkunu 6eceqy HU3KMMMU, NEHUBbLIMKU roriocamu. B
y3KOe OKHO BpbIBarcsi CONHeYHbIn nyd. Mbinb, knybsiwasca B HeEM, nod4yepkuBana crnepTyo AyXoTy U
OCTpbIi 3anmax kepocuHa. B ganbHem yrry KOMHaTbl Ha OBYX YNAKOBOYHbIX SILLMKAX CTOSI OTKPbIThINA
rpob.

OQWH M3 MYXYUH MOOHSNCSA W, HEXHO B3sIB MEHs1 NoA NOKoTb, mogeen kK rpoby. MyxuuHa Gbin
HebOMnbLUON, HO Kpemnko CroXeHHbIn. Ero cepgble BOMOCHI U MOPLYMHUCTOE NMUO YyKasbiBanu Ha

BblpaXXeHnn ero KpacHo-KOpU4HeBbIX rnaas.

— B3rnsHM Ha Hee, — LWEMNHYN OH, CKIOHSSICb Had MEepPTBOWM XXEHLUMHOW, nexaBlueil B rpybom
HeoKpalleHHOM rpoby, — BMAOWLLb, Kak OHa ellle KpacuBa.

A enBa coepxana kpuk. 1o Gbina Ta camasi XeHLUMHa, KOTOPY0 Mbl OTKOManu NpoLunol Hoybto. A
nogoLuna nobnuxe v BHUMATENbHO ocMoTpena ee. HecMoTps Ha cepo-3eneHbIit LLBET KOXU, KOTOPLIN He
MOT CKpbITb Jaxe rpum, B Hell Gbino 4To-To xumBoe. Kazanock, 6yaTo oHa ynbiGaeTcs CBOel COGCTBEHHOIA
cMepTn. Ee TOHKMA HOC BeHYanu Kpyrnble o4k 6e3 cTekon. FApkue BbiKpalleHHble Tyobl Gbinu
MONyoTKPbITbI, OBHaXxas npekpacHole Genble 3y6bl. Ee AnvHHOE Teno ObiNo 3aBepHYTO B MaHTWHO,
oTaenaHHylo 6enbiM. Ha noacraBke nexarna kpacHo-4epHas AepeBsiHHasi Macka AbsiBona, yKpalleHHas
ABYMS1 yrpoXKatolLLe BbIBePHYThIMU poraMmu 6apaHa.

— OHa 0Obina o4eHb KpacuBa 1 o4eHb Oopora And MeHd, — CKasall My>X4uHa, pacnpaBiidda CKnagky Ha
MaHTUN.

— HeBeposITHO, Kak OHa elle KpacuBa, — corfacunack 8 ¢ HAM. Bosicb, YTO OH MepecTaHeT roBOpPUThL
CO MHOW, 51 HE cTana 3ajaBaTb eMy BOMpOChI.
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C BOnHeHVeM npoforrkasi pacnpaBnaTb KpacHyld MaHTWI, OH NMOAPOGHO pacckasarn MHe O TOM, Kak
OHM BbIKOMNanu ee U3 Morusbl Ha knaabuiue B6nm3n KypMuHbl U MPUHECTTN B €70 AOM.

BHe3anHO OH B3rnsiHyN Ha MEHA W MOHAM, 4YTO s 30eCb MOCTOPOHHAA. OH OCMOTpen MeHs C
NoboNbITCTBOM.

— Ox, munasi mosi! Hy 4YTO 4 3a XO3ANH? — BOCKJTMKHYJT OH, — A BC€ roBOpPO 1 roBOpPH, a eulle He
npennoxun Tebe HU efpl, HA NMUTbS, — OH B351 MEHS 3a PYKY n npeacraBunca: — 4 — J'IopeHu,o Mas.

£ xoTena ckasaTb €My, YTO MHe KYCOK B ropJsio He noneset, HO OH 6bICTpO npoBeJT MEHA 4Yepes y3|<vu7|
npoxo4 Ha KyXHHo.

30ecb y kepocuHoBoM nnuTbl xo3anHuyana Mepcegec [Mepanbta. OHa pasmeluvBana Kakyl-To
CTPSANHIO M3 NEKApCTBEHHbIX PacTEHUN, KOTOpble MNpuHecna € cobon, — Tbl fyylle MOXOPOHU ee
nockopee, JlopeHL0, — cka3sana oHa, — He HaJo CrMLLKOM JO0Nro AepXaTb ee Haj 3eMnen.

— OHa elle xopolla, — yBepsifi ee MyXX4MHa, — 5 yBEPEH, €€ MYy OTBanuin CoNUAHbIN Kyl TEM, KTO
6anb3amupoBan ee B KypmuHe. [1ns 6onbLuen HagexHOCTU st nockinan rpob HeraleHon n3BecTblo, a ee
Teno obepHyn B TKaHb, NPOMUTAHHYK KEPOCMHOM W KPEOo30fIoOM, — OH YMONAWLLEe MOCMOTpen Ha
LenuTenbHuLy, — 51 AOMMKeH ObiTb yBEPEH, YTO ee AyX nocrneayeT 3a Hamu.

KVIBHYB, OOHbA Mepce/:l,ec npoaoJrkKana Mmewatb CBOK CTPAMHIO.

JlopeHuo lMa3 HanonmHun pomoMm ABe aManupoBaHHble Kpyxku. OH mogan OAHy MHe, a Apyryno —
AoHbe Mepcepec, — Mbl MOXOPOHUM €€, KaK TOMNbKO OHa OCTbIHET, — noobeLyan OH 1 BbILEN B OPYryio
KOMHaTy.

— Kem 6bina ata mepTtBas >xeHwWuHa? — cnpocuna s AdoHbio Mepcegec n cena Ha Kuny Cyxux
NanbMOBbIX JINCTLEB, CMIOXEHHbIX Y CTEHbI.

— [Ona Tex, KTo TpaTnuT 6OJ'IbL1JyIO 4acCTb CBOE€ro BpemMeHun Ha unsydveHwue niogen, Tbl HE O4YeHb

HabniogatenbHa, — 3aMeTuna OHa, MArko ynbibascb, — S ykasbiBana tebe Ha Hee HeCKONMbKo pas3
npexae. OHa Bbina xeHon dapmauesTa.
— lllBegka? — owwenomneHo cnpocuna s, — HO novemy?., — KoHeL, Moel pasbl NOTOHYM B LUYMHOM

XOXOT€ MYX4MH B cocefHen KoMHaTe.

— A gymalo, OHM y3Hanu, 4To Tbl Bbina Tou, KTo Aepxan doHapb NPOLLON HOYbIO, — cKasarna AOHbS
Mepcegec v Bbiwna B APYryto KOMHaTY NOCMEATbCS BMECTE C MY>XYMHAMMW.

HeI'IpVIBbI‘-IHaﬂ K CMMPTHOMY, A NoYyBCTBOBAala, 4ToO d)aKTVI‘-IeCKI/I 3acbinato.

onoca MyX4uH, UX CMeX, @ HECKOSIbKO MO3XKE PUTMUYHBIA CTYK MONOTKA AOHOCWUIUCH OO0 MEHs Kak
Oyarto usganexa.

12.

Bnnxe K Be4yepy MYX4YUHbl ylwnn C Fp060M Ha knagbulle, a 9 U OOHbS Mepcep,ec oTnpasBniinCb B
OEpeBHIO.

— WHTepecHo, rae Bce niogn? — cnpocuna s. Kpome geBuyLlKW, CTOSIBLUEW Y ABEpen C ronbiM
Kapany3oM Ha CrnuHe, N HeCKOMbKNX cobak, nexasLlnx B TEHN AOMOB, Ha Nnowagun HUKOro He BbIno.

— Ha knapbuiie, — ckasana goHbss Mepcefec, Hanpaensasack Yepes nnowaab K LepKBU, — CerogHs
AeHb MOMWHOBEHUA yMmepLuunX. JTiogaM NpMBOOSAT B NOPSAOK MOMUMbI CBOMX MOKOMHBLIX POACTBEHHUKOB U
MOSIATCS 3a HUX.

BHyTpy uepkBM Obio MpoxnagHoO M cympadHo. [locnegHuWe HWUTU COMHEYHoro ceeTta, Apobsch
LBETHbIMM CTEeKMNaMmn y3KMX OKOH, Nadanu BHU3, OCBeLLas CTaTym CBATbIX B CTEHHbIX HUWax. Pacnatue B
HaTypanbHYylO BeNWYMHY, C Pa3opBaHHOW, BbIBEPHYTOW MMOTbIO U ynaBLUEW, KpOBOTOYALLEN rofioBOW,
OCBELLEHHOM SPKMM CBETOM, BO3BbILLANOCH Ha anTape. Cnpasa OT pacnaTvsa cTosna cratysi cCHacTNIMBON
Aesbl n3 KopomoTo, obnayeHHon B ronybyio GapxaTHyl0 Hakuaky C BblMTbIMUK 3Be3gamu. Cnesa Obin
Kocornaseli 06pas cBsiToro MloaHHa, B y3KOMONon Wnsmne u B KpacHoOM hnaHeneBoMm nnawe, nopBaHHOM
U MbINIBHOM, HEOPEXHO HabpOLLEHHOM Ha ero nneyw.

[oHbs Mepce,qec notywuna niama cemMu cBeven, ropeBwnX Ha anrtape, nosoxuna MXx B CBOH
KOP3UHY " 3axria ceMb HOBbIX. OHa 3aKpblfia rnasa u, CrioxXmse pyku, npoyna aArMnMHHYyO MOJTUTBY.

ConHue efBa MepLarno 3a Xxonmamu, Kkoraa Mbl BbilLNy U3 Lepkeu. ManuHoBble 1 opaHXeBble obnaka,
yKpalleHHble 3aKkaToM, MEeASIEHHO TSHYNUCb K MOPH B 30MI0TUCTbIX cymepkax. Korga Mbl mpuwnu Ha
Knagobwviie, ObINo yXXe TEMHO.

Kasanocb, 4to 3gecb cobpanacb BcS AepeBHsl. MyXYMHbl U KEHLWMWHbI, NPUCEB BO3re MOFUbI,
MOJSUAINCb TUXUMW FONIOCaMM, OKPY>KEHHbIE FOPSLLMMUN CBEYAMMU.
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Mbl npownu BOOMb HU3KOW KNagOWULLEHCKOW CTeHbl K YeAUMHEHHOMY MECTY, rae otabixanu JlopeHuo
Ma3 n ero gpysbsa. OHKM yxe onycTunum rpod B 3emnto 1 3abpocanu ero rpyHTom. VX nuua, ocBelleHHbIe
pacnofnioXXeHHbIMU MO Kpyry cBeYamu, NpeBpaTUNUCL B abBCTpakTHble Macku, YbWi MpudpavHbie opMbl
ckopee rogunucb Tem, KTo 6bin norpebeH nog Hamu. Kak Tonbko oHu 3ameTtunu Mepceaec lNepanbTy,
OHW peTnBo BPOCKMINCh YCTaHaBMMBaTb KPECT B M3rofioBbE MOTUIbI.

CpaenaBs 370, OHW ncyesnu, BuICTpo 1 6e33BYyYHO, Kak ecnu Bbl X NornoTuna Tbma.

— Ceinyac Mbl BbI30BeM ctoga ayxa bupmxkut bpuueHbl, — ckasana goHbst Mepcegec, nocrtaBas us
KOP3UHblI CEMb caeqeﬁ, KOTOpble B34J1a C LEPKOBHOINo antapd, U CTOJNIbKO Xe curap. BOTKHyB cBe4n B
MSAMKAA TPYHT Ha BeEpLUMHE MOrunbl, OHA 3aXrna MX W CyHyna B pOT MNEpBY curapy, — cneam
BHMMaATENbHO, — LWenHyna OoHa, nepegaBasd MHe OoCTallbHble CUrapbl, — Korga A BblKypHO €€, Yy Tebs yxe
JormkHa 6bITb packypeHa criegytoulas.

Henas rny60|<V|e 3aTAXKN, OHa BbiNyCTUNa AblM B YETbIPEX ITaBHbIX HanpaBJliEHUAX. OHa cupena Yy
MOrunbl 1 HENpPepbIBHO Kypuna, wen4ya 3aknmHaHna HU3KUM ,qpe6e3>Kau.W|M roynocom.

Kasanocb, 4to TabayHbln OAbiM BLIXOAWU HE U3 ee pTa, a NnpaMo 13-nog 3emsin. ToHko CTpyACb, OH
OKyTbiBall Hac obnakom. O‘-IaDOBaHHaﬂ, A cungena Bo3lie Hee, nodaBalia curapy 3a cmrapon n cnyuwana
ee Mmenogn4yHoe, HO HENOHATHOE NeHune.

Korga oHa Hauyana nepegsuraTb CBOK NEBYIO PYKY Had MOIMMON, S NPUABMHYNAcCh K HeW nobrnuxke.
MHe ka3anocb, YTO OHa BCTPSIXMBAET TPELLOTKOW, HO B pyKe Yy Hee HuYero He 6bino BMAHO. A TONbKO
crblWwana TPeCKy4ui 3ByK 3epeH unu, BO3MOXHO, MESKOW ranbku, KOTOPYK OHa ObICTPO nepekaTtbiBana B
pyke. KpolleyHble UCKpbl, CIIOBHO CBETNSAYKW, BbICKakMBanu mexgy ee cxartbix nanbueB. OHa Havana
HaCBWUCTbIBaTb CTPaHHbIA MOTUB, KOTOPbIV CTan BCKOPE HEOTMMYMM OT LUypLUaLLEro WwWyma.

M3 gbima Bbinmbina Belcokas gurypa, obnadyeHHas B ANIMHHYIO MAHTUMIO U KOMNak.

A npwkana pyky ko pTy, 3arnywas HepBHbI cMex. S cunTana, YTo ellle HaxoXyCb Nof BO3AeNCcTBMEM
pomMa W MPUHMMAKD Yy4acTMe B KAKOM-TO TPIOKE, KOTOPbIA, BO3MOXHO, AIBMSIETCA 4acTbio OHEBHOro
npasgHecTBa B NaMsATb YMEPLLIUX.

MonHOCTbLI0 NOrMoLLEeHHas, S creauna 3a Urypon, Bollledlen M3 AbIMHOTO Kpyra u Gpegyluen k
KnagbuLleHcKoln cTeHe. Barnsg sagepxarcst Ha rpycTHol ynbibke npuapaka. S ycnbilwana MsArkuin cmex,
TaKoW TUXUIA U HepearnbHbIi, YTO, BO3MOXHO, OH OblN N1LLb YacTbio NeHust Mepcenec MepanbThbl.

Ho ronoc crtan rpomye. 3ByK, Ka3anocb, UCXOOWM M3 YeTbIPEX YrNoB MOrubl, Kaxaasi CTOPOHa
noBTopsina crnoea 3xoM. [blM paccesincs; OH MOAHSANCA K NanbMOBbIM MUCTbSIM U UCYE3 B HOYM.
HekoTopoe BpeMsi foHbs Mepcegec npogorkana cuaetb Yy MoOrunbl, 4To-To Tuxo 6opmoya. Ee nuuo
e[lBa BUOHENOCb B CBETE JOrOpaBLUNX CBEYEN.

OHa noBepHynach ko MHe, Ha ee rybax npomMerbkHyna yrnbioka.

— 4 3amaHuna ayx EVIpD,)KMT 5pI/ILJ,eHbI ctoga, HO He K ee Morunne, — ckasana oHa. B3aas moto PYKY,
OHa BCTala.

A xotena cnpocnTb ee 0 CTpaHHOM BUOEHUU, HO YTO-TO B MYCTOM BbIpaXeHun ee rmnas3 3actaBuiio
MEeHA 3aMoJi4aTh. ﬂOpeHLI,O Mas, NPUCINOHACL K OrPOMHOMY BallyHy, OXwugall Hac 3a knagobuwem. Hu
ClioBa He roBop4d, OH BCTasl 1 nocrsiegosars 3a HaMmu no y3KOVI Tpone, Bep,yu.l,e|7| K MIAXY. I'Ionymecqu, APKO
cusn Ha BblOeneHHOM NnaBHUKE, pa36pOCQHHOM no LIJI/IpOKOVI noyoce necka.

HoHba Mepceaec npukasana MHe ModoXdaTb ee y CTBOMa BbiPBAaHHOIO C KopHeM aepesa. OHa u
NopeHuo Mas ywnu Ha 6Geper. OH cHAN CBOW oOfeXdy, BOlWen B BOAY M UCcYe3 B BOMHWUCTOM
dochopecumpytolLiemM cegoM NokpbiBarne, obLWMTOM cepebpuCTbIMU TEHSIMMU.

OH noka3sarncsl HeCKOnbKo pa3 Ha BonHe, 6recHyB B TyHHOM CBeTe, 3aTeM ero BbiHecno Ha Geper.

Mepcenec Mepanbta goctana vM3 Kop3uHbl GaHKy ¥ nockinana ee CoAepXKUMbIM PacrnpocTePTY0 Ha
necke curypy. BcTaB Ha KomneHMW psiioM C HAM, OHa MOJIoXKKINa CBOW PYKU eMy Ha ronoBy 1 3aGopmoTana
3aknuHaHusa. OHa HEeXHO MaccupoBana ee, ee nasblbl €4Ba Kacanucb Tena, HakoHeL, BOKPYr HEro
nokasanocb criaboe cBeyeHue. BbICTpbIMM pbiBKaMy OHa MokaTana ero U3 CTOpOHbl B CTOPOHY, ee pyka
onvcelBana B BO34yXe OKpyrnoe ApwxeHue. Kasanock, YTo oHa cobvpana TeHu 1 obmaTbiBana Ux BOKpYr
Hero.

HemHoro nosxe oHa BepHynacb KO MHe, — OyX EI/lpD,)KI/IT EPVILI,eHbI npunun K Hemy, Kak BTopasa Koxa,
— CKa3ala OHa, cagAacb pAaaom co MHOW Ha CTBOS aepesa.

Bckope IlopeHuo lNMas, ogeswunch, nogowen k Ham. [JoHbsa Mepceaec aBmkeHneM CBoero nogdoposka
npvkasana emy cecTb nepeg Hel Ha necok. lMomkumasa rybbl, oHa u3gana HEecKOoNbKO TPOMKUX
LwrenawLwmux 3BYKOB M CBOMMW ObICTPbIMUW, KOPOTKUMW BblAOXaMWu 3acTaBuna BMOpMpoBaTb roprio B
NPUrMyLIEHHOM pblYaHUM.

— [NpongeT MHOTo BpeMeHHU, Npexae YemM npuspak bupmkmt BpuueHsl 6yaet 3abbiT, — cKkasana oHa,
— fpouecc yMUpaHusa OfAnTCA HeKoTopoe BpeMsi M Mocre TOro, Kak Teno npefaHo 3emne. YMepLummn
0O4YeHb MEAJIEHHO TepsaeT namsaTb O cebe.
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OHa noBepHynacb KO MHe U npukasarna cecTb Ha necok psiaoM ¢ JlopeHuo MNa3om. Ero ogexaga naxna
ObIMOM CBeYein 1 po30BON BOOOMN.

— JlopeHuo, — obpaTtunack OHa K HEMy, — MHe Xo4eTcsl, YTobbl Thl pacckadan Mysum ncropuio o
TOM, Kak Tbl okongosan bupaxut bpuueHy.

OH 03agayeHHO MOCMOTPENn Ha Hee, 3aTeM OOEpHyNCcs W B3MMsHYN Ha MOpE; ero rorioBa crierka
CKITOHMMNAch, Kas3anocb, YTO OH BbICMNYLUMBAET TaWHOE MOCMaHue OT BOMH, — MOYeMy el HpaBuTCS
cnywarb Henenble UCTOPMM CTapuKOB? — CNPOCUI OH ee, He obpallasi BHUMaHus Ha MeHs, — Yy Myauun
€CTb CBOM COBCTBEHHbIE UCTOPUN. A YBEPEH B 3TOM.

— Ho aT0 xe A npowy Tebs paccKkasaTtb eln TBOI NCTOpUO, — CKasaJia AOHb4A Mepcep,ec, — OHa
paccmaTpuBaeT nytm un cnocobbl, nocpeancTBOM KOTOPbIX KOJ1IECO Ccliydad MOXeT ObITb NOBEPHYTO
yenosekoM. B TBoem cny4yae 00BbEKT, KOTOprIZ NOBEPHYI KOJ1eCo, 3TO Thl, nOpeHLI,O.

— Koneco cnyqaﬂ! — CKadall OH rpyCTHbIM roJloCOM, — A NOMHIO 3TO, CITOBHO BC€ CIly4UI10Cb TOJ1bKO
BYepa, — no-emanMmMmomy, pa3mbllliidd O 4eM-TO, OH NOTbiKan rarfibKky KOHYMKOM CBOEro 0OTMHKa K
BbITAHYICA niawmMa Ha necke.

kK

Co cBoero kpecna nosagu npunaska B TYCKIOM, NpokypeHHoMm 6ape JlopeHuo Habniogan 3a rpynnow
MY>K4MH, CKMOHMBLUMXCA 3@ BunbapaHbIM CTOMNOM Hag napTuen kopHepa. OH nepesen B3rMns4 Ha yachl y
KaMuHa, OTMevaBLUME Kaxdbll 4Yac CTeKnsHHbIM nepe3BoHOM. [louTn pacceeno. OH yxe xoTten
NOAHATBECA U HAMOMHUTb MYXXYMHAM O NMO34HEM BPEMeHU, Koraa ycnbiwan wapkatowme warn Matpel. OH
onaTtb BbICTpO ycencd. 3nas ycmeluka npobexana no ero nuuy. NycTb nocetutensMm 3aHMMaeTcs ero
TeTywka. HuKTO B ropoge ewe He usbexan ee nopvuaHni. VX cnywanu, He cyMTasch ¢ TeM, Kakumun bbl
MEP3KUMU N BO3MYTUTENbHLIMU OHN HY BbInn.

— OTOT 4epToB CTYK OWMMbSApAHbLIX LIApOB He AaeT YenoBeKy 3acHyTb, — Mnoxarnosanacb OHa
XpUNnbIM rofiocoM, eBa TOMNbKO BOLUMA B KOMHATY, — Bbl HE MOAYManu O TOM, YTO Bac XAyT >eHbl? Bbl
He gymaeTe, YTO BaM Hafdo 3aBTpa MATW Ha paboTy, Kak U BCeM J06pbIM XpucTuaHam? — He gaBas
MY>XXYMHaM NPUATK B cebs OT HEOXMAAHHOCTM, OHAa Mpogospkana B TOM e Herogywowen maHepe, — s
3Halo, YTO AenaeTcs ¢ Bamu. Bbl yxxe coxaneete 0 TOM, YTO MPUHECHN 3T A3blYECKME POXOECTBEHCKME
AepeBbs B CBOM JOMA, YTO pas3peLunnn CBOUM OETSM UrpaTb B POXAECTBEHCKUE UIPbl.

OHa nepekpecTunacb n Habpocunack Ha OQHOTO U3 MY>XYMH, — BOT Tbl, M3p.

Kak >xe Tbl MOXeLUb N03BONATb Takoe? Heyxenun Bbl Bce 06paTunmcb B NPOTECTAHTOB?
— Ynacw 6or, Natpa, — ckasan mMap, KPeCTACb, — He Aernan U3 Myxm CrioHa.

Kakon Bpepq B oepeBbsx 1 urpax? NocmoTpu, Kak eTam 3TO HpaBUTCS.

lMpoBopyas 4TO-TO Hepa3bopuMBoe, OHa xoTena Obino YNTU, HO BOPYr OCTAHOBMUMACh: — MHE CTbIgHO
3a goHa Cepanuo! OH Bonee 4y HaMm, YeM UCTUHHbIE MHOCTPaHLbl. MHe CTbigHO 3a TO, 4YTO OH Gonee
YyXKOW HaM, Yem faxe ero eHa. bnarogapsa nm 60NbWIMHCTBO AeTen B ropoAe He MonyyuT noaapKoB
Tpex BONXBOB LLECTOrO SSHBapS, Kak TO noriaraeTcs kaxaomy 4o6pOMy XpUCTUaHWHY, — OHa JocTana Ha
NpUNaBoOK NayKy curapeT, — celvac OHM COBUPalOT NX Ha pPOXKOECTBO, — NPOAOIKana oHa, — HasbiBas
kakmx-To Tunos CaHta Knaycamu. 3710 nosop!

MpurcnoHsicb kK ABepW, OHa yrpoXarole paccMaTpuBana Mapa, He 3amevasl, YTo curapeTa u3 ee pTa
JaBHO ynana Ha non. OHa NoTsiHynack K NOMYOTKPLITON BYThbifke pomMa psiaoM ¢ GUnbsipaHbIM CTOMIOM U
MponycTuna cTakaH4uK, Lenya 4Yto-To npo cebsi.

YnbiGHYBLUMCH, JIOPEHLO SICHO BCMOMHWM TOT AE€Hb, KOrga rpy30BUK, Harpy>XeHHbli HeobblYHbIMM
apoMaTHbIMW AepeBbsMU, Npuexan B ropod. [JoH Cepanuo, dapmaLleBT, Ha3Ban Ux poXa4eCTBEHCKAMM
enkamu. OH 3akaszan wux B Kapkace BMecTe C yKpalleHUsMM U NNacTUHKaMU €BPONENCKNX
POXOECTBEHCKMX MECEH.

He xenas yctynaTtb opyr gpyry, Apy3bsd AoHa Cepanvlo BCKOpe nocnenosanu ero npumMepy u, ynnatmse
Ky4dy OeHer 3a Xpynkme aepeBbd, BbICTABNANN UX Tak, YTOObI OHM ObINN 3aMETHbI B UX XXWUIbIX KOMHaTaXx.

K 6OJ'IbLIJOMy Orop4eHni0 CtapbiX poaCTBEHHUKOB, XUBYLLUMX B 3TUX OOMaX, AepeBbA CTaBUNN pALOM,
a TO N NpPAMO B TEX MeCTaX, KOTopble Mo Tpaanunn oTBoAUITNCL ANA poXxXOeCTBEHCKUX CLEH.

OTKpbIBasd OKHa, YTOObI KaXabl MPOXOXUIA MOTF 3arfisiHyTb M yChbIWaTe HE3HAKOMblE MOTMBBI "TUXON
HouKn" 1 "TaHHeHbBayma", )XeHLUMHbI yYKpallanu Towme BETOUYKM CTEKIAHHBIMK Wwapamu, Bycamm, 3010TON
N cepebpsHOM MULLYPOI U CHETOM M3 BaThl.

LLopox opebesxallen 3aHaBecu paccesin BocnomuHaHus JlopeHuo. OH nomaxan pykorW MyXKYuMHam,
nokugaswmmM Gap, a 3aTteMm MNpUHANCA paccTaBnsaTb OyTbINKM Ha nonkax. Ero B3rmsg octaHoBunics Ha
Macke, 3aCyHyTon 3a felleBble CTaTyaTkm 6oropoaund, CBATbIX U cTpagatowero Xpucta. durypku gapunm
OefHble KNMEHTBI, KOTOpbIE HE B cunax Gbinn onnatutb cnuptHoe. OH BbiTalwmn Macky. OTo Obina Macka
AbsiBONa C OrpoMHbIMK poramu. Ee octaBun npuesdxuii n3 Kapkaca. OH He cMOr onnatuTb 3aka3aHHbIN
CTakaH poma.
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Mpucnywmeascek kK ToMy, Kak 1aTpa rpeMuT ropLlikamMu 1 KacTprofisiMM Ha KyxHe, OH MOCTaBWUI MackKy
o6paTHO Ha nosky. BmecTo Toro, 4to6bl 3anepeTb 6ap, OH BbITALLM CBOE KPECro-Kayanky Ha TpoTyap.
LLinpokne BeTBM OPEBHNX OEPEBLEB Ha MMOLLAAM PEe3KO BblpMCOBLIBANMCL Ha BrnegHoOM NpeapaccBeTHOM
Hebe.

OH HETOPOMJIMBO packa4vmBanca B3ag W Bhnepea. CkBO3b nonynpukpbiTble BEKM OH crnegun 3a
CTapukamu, KOTopble, HaBepHoe, HUKOoraa He cnann Ha paccBeTe.

OHu cugenu y ceoux asepen, 6ecegys M BCNOMUHAS MOMUHYTHO AeTanu NpoXUTbIX OHEW C Kakon-TO
BCE BO3pacTatoLLEeN XKMBOCTLIO.

CKBO3b TULUMHY Mnbina menoaus. Yepes ynvuy npsmo Ha JlopeHuo cmoTtpena Bupgxut BpuueHa,
XeHa cpapmMaueBTa. ITo 3By4arsno ee paguo. EMy ctano MHTepecHo, NpocHynack fiv OHa TOMBKO YTO UMK
TOXeE ellle He NoXunach.

Ee nuuo 6bino 6e3ynpevyHo oBamnbHbIM. YTOMKW €e MarneHbKoro, YyBCTBEHHOrO, NMpeKkpacHoro pTa
Bblpa)kanu Bbl30B M HaxanbCTBO. Ee enTble BONOCHLI OnneTanu rorioBy KOCOW, a XOroAHble ronyobie
rnasa, kasanocb, 6riecHynu, korga oHa yrnblGHynach emy.

OH kuBHYN et B 3Hak 6eamonsHOro npusetcTeus. OH Bceraa Hemen B ee npucytcteun. C nepBoro
OHS1, KaK OH yBMaen ee, oHa Gbina Ans Hero ngeanom KpacoTbl, — 3TO U3-3a Hee 9 MPOXMN A0 COpoKa
neT, Tak U He >XEHMBLUIUCb, — nogyman OH. [ns Hero BCe >XEHLUMHbl Oblnn npuBnekaTenbHbl U
HeoTpasumbl, HO bBupmxnt BpuueHa 6bina 6Gonee 4em HeoTpasMma, OHa Obina [ENCTBUTENBHO
Hegocsiraema.

— [lloyemy Tbl He 3awWlen K HaM BEYEpOM Ha poxaecTBeHCkue urpbl? CerogHs Beyepom Oypet
poxaecTBo EBbl, — npokpuyana oHa 4yepes ynuuy.

CTapVIKl/I, apemMaBuimne y CBouUX p,BepeVl, BHE3aNHO OXMBUITIMCb N NOBEPHYINN TOJIOBbI K Bllagenbuy
6apa. HeTepnenMBo ycMexadcCb, OHW XXaarnwn ero oteeTta.

o cnx nop J'IopeHu,o NOCTOAHHO OTKa3bIiBasrica OoT I'Ipl/IFJ'IaLIJeHI/II7I OOHa Cepanmo.

OH He mor TepneTb BaXHOro Buaa q)apmau,eBTa. EMy npetunna ero Heyctyn4mBoCTb B MNOMbITKaX
y6eLI,I/ITb BCEX 3HAKOMbIX U BNIM3KNX B TOM, YTO OH CaMblil BIIUATENbHbIN YEeNOBEK B ropoge, 1 4To TOJIbKO
OH MOXEeT CNYXUTb NpUMepoM LUBUITM30BAHHOIO YeoBekKa.

Ho KakuM HeCHOCHbIM HW Kasancsi emy 3TOT Myx4uuHa, JlopeHUuo He Mor ConpoTMBASATLCS
npurnawleHnio ero xeHbl. TPOMKMM roriocoMm OH noobewan BupoxuT BpuueHe, 4To NpuaeT 3TUM
Beyepom. OH 3aTawun B OM CBOE KPECrno M OTMpaBuiCa CrnaTb B 3aHIO YacTb JOMa, AOBOIbHbINA U
yBepeHHbI B cebe.

OpeTbin B Genblii NbHAHOW KOCTIOM, JlopeHLUO BhilarMeamn Mo CBOEeNW cnasbHe, UCMbITbiBas HOBbIE
nakupoBaHHble Tycnu. 3To Obina Gonbliasi kOMHaTa, 3acTaBMEHHasl TSDKENOW BUTOM Mebenbio w3
KpacHoro gepeea. OHa cTosina npexae B FOCTUHOW, HO OTeL NepecTpoun ee HecKoNbKO NeT Hasag B
HebonbLion 6ap. JlopeHuUo cen Ha NocTenb, CHAMN Tyny U HOCKM U Hafen maTepyartble caHganumn.

— 4 pana, 4To Tbl HE 3pA CTaparicd, — 0To3BallaCb I'I3Tpa, BX0OA B KOMHaTy, — HET HU4YEero xyxe,
4yem Hey,u,o6Ha;| 06YBb. OHa genaet YenoBeka abCcoOMOTHO HEHAOEXHbIM.

Ee Hebonblune TemHble rmasa o4obpuTensHO 3acusinu, Korga oHa OCMOTpena ero KOCTIoM, — U BCe
Xe Tbl HUKOrAa He 3amaHuLb Bupmxut BpuueHy obblYHBIMU cpeacTBamMmn, — 3asiBurna OHa, NolmaB ero
B3rNsA B 3epkarne, — 3Ta MHOCTPaHKa OT30BETCS NULLIb Ha XUTPOCTU BEAbMbI.

— HGY)KeJ'II/I? — I'IpO60pMOTaJ'I nOpeHLI,O, noXxumad nievyamm ¢ HanyCkHbIM 6e3pa3n|/|l4v1eM.
— He B aTom nn NnpunynHa TOro, 4TO Thl XOTEJT YBUOETbCA C BeOabMon?

MonpocuTb NpuBopoTHOE 3enbe Ans My3un? — nogsagopvBana OHa ero, CKpeCcTMB TOHKME PYKW Ha
nnockon rpyau. lNoHumasi, YTo OH He NOCMeEeT OTBETUTb, OHa AobaBuna: — nagHo, HO NoYemy Tbl He
crnegyelb COBETY BeEAbMbI?

J'IopeHu,o YCMEXHYICA U BHUMATESIbHO NMOCMOTPEST Ha CBOK TETKY. OHa XYTKUM 06pa30M 3Hana Bce,
4yTO ObINO B €ro MbICISAX, @ ee OLeHKa Bcerga bbina ToyHa.

I'Iana nocenunnacb B JoMe nocrne cMepTu otua. EMy ObIno TOraa AecsaTb nerT.

OHa He TonbKo npucmMmaTtpuBana 3a HMM BCe 3TU rodbl, HO U 3aBegoBarna 6ap0M 00 Tex nop, noka oH
He BbIPOC 1 He CTaln cnpaBfiATbCA C 3TUM CaMOCTOATENTIbHO.

— EI/lp,EI,)KVIT Eleu,eHa OTBETUT TOJIbKO Ha YINOBKY BeAbMbl, — YrptoMO NnoBTOpUna I'I3Tpa.

JlopeHuo ocmotpen cebs B 3epkane. OH Obll CAMWKOM Man U MpPUM3EeMMUCT, YTOObl BbIMMAOETb
AOCTOMHO. Y HEero Yepecyyp CuibHO BbICTYManu ckyrbl, pOT Oblf TOHKUM, a Hoc GonbwunMm. OgHako oH
6e3 CMyLLEeHNs NMoOWUI KEHLLMH W 3Har, YTO XXeHLWMUHbI NoBAT MyXX4MH Takoro obpasa nosegeHusi. Ho
no6utb BUpmxMT BpuleHy — 4TO MOXHO XenaTb 6onee? M oH xxenan ee 6onblue BCEro Ha ceBeTe.

OH HuKorga He COMHeBaricsi B cune pemecra BegbM. PekomeHaauumn BeabMbl B TOM, Kak cobnasHuTb
WHOCTpaHKy, oAHaKo, Obifn CrMWKOM HEeOoOblYHbIMW, — MPUBOPOTHOE 3efbe FOTOBSAT ANS Ntoden, He
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UMEILLMX CUY MATW NPSIMO K Aylle Bellen, — roBopuna oHa emy, — ntoGasi UCMONHWT TBOE XenaHwve,
TBOE Camoe CepbesHoe XernaHue, ecnv y Tebst MeeTcs OCTaTOYHO CUJTbl, YTOOLI XenaTb NpsiMo B AyLly
Bellel. Y Tebst ecTb macka absiBona. Monpocy Macky cobnasHutb BUpmkut BpuueHy, — OH peLuus, YTo
BCE 3TO CIIMLLKOM HesicHO. OH Oblf1 04eHb NpakTUYeH U MOr NnonaraTbCs TONbKO Ha YTO-TO KOHKPETHOE.

— Tbl 3HaewWwb? — cnpocun OH, B3rMsHYB Ha CBOK TeTKy, — OupmxuT BpuueHa cama npurnacuna
MeHs1 kK cebe B oM.

— OHa HaBepHOe npurnacuna nonropoga, — LUMHUYHO oTBeTuna [19Tpa, — a He npurnaweHHas
nonosvHa Toxe OygeT Tam, — OHa BCTana, HO Npexae Yem OCTaBUTb KOMHaTy, nobaBuna: — 4 He
npegnarato tebe — He xoautb K Buppxut BpuueHe. Ho 3anomHm mou cnosa. Y T1ebs HuYero He
NONy4YnTCH C MOMOLLIbIO 0BbIYHBIX CPEeacTB.

OH OT6POCVIJ'I COBET BeAbMbl 13-3a TOro, YTo OosblUe He XoTen cobnasHaATb wiBeadKy; OH XoTerl, 4YTObbI
OHa nobuna ero, nyctb gaxe Ha MIrHOBEHUe. B aTtoT mwur SVIQ)OPVIVI OH noaymars, 4To OO BCTpeYu
OCTanocCb MeHee 4aca.

MapagHaa oBepb U OkHa AoMa BpuueHbl ObINM OTKPbLITEI HACTEeXb. [axe ¢ nnoLlaan MOXHo Gbino
YBUOETb BLICOKYIO €flb B FOCTUHOW, KOTopas Nbinana 6ecyncrneHHbIMU SPKUMU OFHSIMU BO BCEM CBOEM
BenuKonenuu.

nOpeHLLO BoOLUeN B AoM. YTO-TO 34ecb HanoMunHano )KeJ'Ie3HO£I,OpO)KHbIl7I BOK3arl.

B naTvo Ha Bo3sBbiwaLencs nnatgopme Obinn pacctaBneHbl psagpl CTynbeB. 3 rocTuHon BmecTe ¢
mMebenblo U3 ¥Bbl BbIHECNM KOXaHble Kpecna, AvMBaHbl M cadbsHOBble TabypeTkn. Manbunwkm u
AEBYOHKM HOCunNucb B6ocrkom, Tawa Ha Bykcmpe CBOMX MaTepewn, KOTopble Ha XOA4y NbiTanMcb nonpasnTb
NX KOCTIOMYVMKM.

— JNopeHuo! — 3akpuyan goH Cepanvo, yBUAEB €ro B LUMPOKO OTKPbLITLIX ABEPAX FOCTUHOW. OH Obin
BbICOK M XyOoLLaB, K TOMY e obrnagan npunuyHbiM Gptowwkom. MonpaBrB CBOM TONCTbIE POrOBLIE OYKW,
aoH Cepanuo pagylHo noxrnonan JlopeHuo no nnevy, — Mbl nogaem koge, — ckasan OH, CONnpoBOXaas
€ro K roctsiM, anuTte ropoga. 3gecb Obiny OOKTOP, M3p, NapukMaxep, AMPEKTOP LUKOSMbl U CBSALLEHHUK.
YBuaes JlopeHuo B gome goHa Cepanuno, OHM NpULINN B NOMHOE HEAOYMEHMeE.

dapmaleBT, Ka3anocb, UCKPEHHE pagoBarncs TOMy, YTO 3anonydus HeynoBMMoro Briagenbua 6apa k
cebe B roctu.

JlopeHuo nosgoposancs ¢ kaxdblM 1, OTXOAA OT ABEpW, eABa He CTONKHyncsa ¢ bupaxnt bpuueHon,
KOTopas B 3TOT MUI BXO4WIa B KOMHATY.

— OTnu4YHO! — BOCKNUKHYNa OHa, YrblbasiCb rocTaM, — AETU yxe HaumHaloT urpy. Ho cHavana noute
1 NOMOrUTE BaLLMM XeHaM NPUroTOBUTL NeYeHbE N KOoge.

— B34B NoJ4 PYKY MyXa, OHa npowusiia B CTOJI0BYHO.

NopeHuo He ceogun ¢ Hee rmna3. OHa 6bina BbICOKA WM NPEKPACHO COXEeHa, OAHAKO, MOAyMarn OH,
ObIno YTO-TO He33aLUTHO., NOYTU XPYMKOe B €€ ANMHHOM Lee, HEXHbIX pyKax U CTYMHSIX.

Mo4yyBCTBOBAB, YTO €€ OLIEHMBAIOT, OHa B3rNsHyna Ha Hero. CekyHaoy nogymaBs, OHa Hanwna koge B
[ABe MareHbkue Yallku B 30f10TOM OMnpaBe M MOHecna ux TyAa, rae CTOsiN OH, — 34€eCb eCTb eLle U PoM,
— ckasara OHa, 3ayM4YuBO nocMaTpuBas Ha OyTbInKy B KOHLE CTONa, — KOTOPbIN NpefHa3Ha4veH TOMbKO
ANs MY>KYUH.

— A ﬂO3a60‘-Ibe 0 HeM bes3 I'IpOMeD,J'IeHI/IIZ, — BOCKITMKHYN J'IopeHu,o, OOHUM TTIOTKOM MNpUKaH4nBas
KO(be. OH B3gn 6yTbIﬂKy, HanosHMNn CBOK0 YallKky pOMOM U HENPUHYXOEHHO obMeHsan ee NyCTylO YallKy
Ha CBOlO.

Ycmexasicb, OHa B3dna nedYeHbe, HEMHOro OTKyCuIiia ”n 3neraHTHoO BbiNnla pPoOM MalieHbKMMU
rmoTkamn, — CO MHOW Bcerga NPONUCXOOAT CTpaHHbIE UCTOPUKN, — TMpollenTana OHa, ee mnasa Bapyr
3abnecTtenu, a Wweku pacKpacHeNnChb.

JlopeHuo He 3ameuvan BOKpyr cebsi Hu4ero — Tonbko ee. Bce, 0 yem rosopun roctam goH Cepanuo,
nporneTano MMMO €ro yliel, noka oHa, AOCaAnvMBO OTMaxuBasiCb, He ckasarna: — S Jydlle BepHyCb K
AeTaMm.

A dapmaueBT MeanuTenbHO W MNedaHTMYHO paslobriadan TpaguumMuM  POXAECTBEHCKUX  Tyrsik
BeHecyanbl, KOTOpble Kaxayl HOYb MPOBOAAT B NEHWM UMMAPOBU3MPOBAHHLIX KOMSOO0K, WUCCTYMNEHHO
urpas Ha cBoux GapabaHax. OTO Tak HagoensnMBO, NogdYepkuBan OH, CnywaTbh HenpepbiBHbIA GO
OapabaHoB. EMy ka3anocb MpocTo BO3MYTUTENbHLIM BUAETb MOJIOOEXb, LIATaBLUYOCA MO ynuuam oT
poma, KOTOpbIM UX obnavBanu B Harpagy 3a neHue.

JlopeHLo BCMOMHUI NocrnedHuii BUSUT K BeabMe. BbipaxeHne 030pcTBa U 3nopaactsa 03apuno ero
numuo.

— A He Bepo B TO, O YEM Tbl MHE roBOpULLb, — Kpu4all OH, — MNOTOMY YTO A He 3Hak0, KTO CMOXeT
4aTb MHE TaKO€ MOHYMEeHTallbHOe XenaHue.
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— [oBepbcs MHe, — OTBeTUNa OHa, — HeT crnocoba y3HaTb, KTO AaeT Takoe kenaHue. Ho oHo
crnyyaeTcs, korga Tbl MeHbLUE BCEro 3TOro OXWaaellb, — OHAa HacTamBana Ha TOM, YTO Y HEro yXe ecTb
npeaMeT, KOTOpbI NO3BONUT EMY HacnaTtb 3aknsaTue Ha bupaxut BpuueHy — ObsiBonbckas macka, — U
elle gobasnio.

Tbl 4OMKEH HAOeTb MacCKy B MOMEHT TOpXeCTBa, U OHa yOBIIETBOPUT TBOE XeJlaHne.

Begbma obbscHMna emy, 4Tto TpeboBanochb BblibupaTtb nydllee BpeMsi, Tak Kak Marmyeckass macka
Morna cpaboTtaTtb TONbKO OAWH pas.

M TO, YTO Macka nonanacb eMy 3TUM YTPOM Ha rnasa, 6blo 6onee yem coBnageHue. J'IopeHu,o
6eCLl,epeMOHHO BbllleNn BO ABOP, yBepeHHbIVI B TOM, YTO HUKTO He BUAUT ero. OH nepe6e>+<an ynuuy m
He3aMeTHO MNMPOCKOJIb3HYJ1 B ThbiJIbHYIO BEPb CBOEro AOMa.

OH BoOwWEnN Ha ubINnoYKkax B 6ap, 3axker ceevy 1 goctan Macky C nosku.

HepelwutenbHo npoBen nanbLaMyM MO KpacHO-YEpPHOW MOBEpPXHOCTW. Pe3unk BRoXun B cBoe
TBOpPEHWE YTO-TO afckoe, nogyman JlopeHuo. Y Hero GbiNo CTpaHHOe YYBCTBO, YTO FMasHble LWenw,
MPUKPbLITbIE TYCTBIMU BpPOBAMK, OOBUHANK €ro 3a npeHebpexeHne. PoT, ¢ ANMMHHBIMU KMblKamMy B yronkax,
AbSIBONbCKN CKPUBUIICS B YCMELLIKE, NoAGMBas ero Ha TaHel, C MacKoM.

OH ogen ee Ha cBoe nuuo. Ero rmasa, HOC M pPoOT Tak XOPOLUO MOAXOAMMAN K Macke, YTO OH NOoYTH
nosepwun, 6yato macka cgenaHa Ans Hero. Jlvwb cKynbl crnerka Tepnaucb O rMagkyto noBepxHOCTb. OH
CBSA3al/l CbIPOMSATHblIE PEMELUKM Ha 3aTblke M MPUKPbIN MX BOIOCaMU M3 MaknW, OKpalleHHbIMUA B
HP1ONeTOoBbIN, 3€NeHbIN 1 YepHbIV LBeTa. Bonockl cBucanu Ha ero CnuHy.

J'IopeHu,o HE cChbilWlarn, KakK B KOMHaTy BollUa I'I3Tpa. VlCFIyraBLUVICb, OH noAanpbIrHysn, kKorga OHa
3arosopwuna.

— Tbl JOIMKEH NepeoaeThCsi, — 3asiBUNa oHa, nogasasi eMy OpPIOKM 1 3anaTaHHyto pyballky, — CHUMUK
caHganuu, AbsiBoN XoauT 60CMKOM, — OHa OrfsiHynacb, 605ICb, YTO KTO-TO MOXET noAcnywartb, 3aTemM
pobasuna: — NOMHU, AbABOM NPUKa3bIBAET, HE MPOU3HOCS CIIOB.

Tuxo, TOW xe OOpPOoron, kakor npuiiern, JIopeHLo BbICKONb3HYN Yepes3 3agHio asepb. CekyHaoy OH
konebancs, pasmbIlWngs, Kakum nyTeMm BepHyTbCcs. W BApyr yBuaen rpynny rynsik, MrpaBLUnMX Ha CBOWUX
OapabaHax B KOHLE ynuubl. YKpbIBasiCb B TEHW, OH MOLLEN BOOMb CTEHbI K HAM.

— [ObsBon! — 3akpuyan oauH M3 HKX, yBuaeB JlopeHuo, 3aTem Opocuncsa BNpUNpbRKKY MO ynuue,
Kpyya, 4TO B ropoA npuiien AbsBon.

YeTBEPO HOHOLLEW OTAENUIMCH OT rPYMMbl U OKPYXXUNW AbsiBONa, npogoskast butb B cBon GapabaHsbl.
OOuH M3 HKX 3anen MMNPOBU3MPOBAHHbIE CTUXM O TOM, YTO OHU OyayT 3TOW HOYBLK MOA Hayarom
absiBona.

JlopeHuo nouvyBCTBOBasn, Kak ApOoXb npobexana no ero Mno3BOHOYHMKY. OHa HanonHwuna ero
HeTeprneHneM, KOTOPOe OH HE MOr KOHTponupoBaTb. OH MeAneHHO NOAHSAN CBOW MYCKYITUCTbIE PYKKX, €ro
HOMM 3aaBuranuck No cobcTBeHHOM Bone nog putm 6apabaHos.

Ha ux nytTm oTkpbiBanucb okHa u gsepu. OHKM WECTBOBaNM MO ynuvue K nrowagun, a c3agu ux
conpoBoXaana pactywas Tonna. Bopyr crnoBHO no BeneHvio ObsBONAa OCBELLEHME Ha nnowagu v B
OKPECTHbIX AOMax rmoracrno Ha Tpu-yeTblpe cekyHabl. Mysblika obopBanacb. M B 3TOT MOMEHT
napann3oBaHHasi Tonna rnasena Ha To, Kak AbsIBOM BXOAWUT B OM BpuueHsbl.

OH BcnpbIrHyn Ha nnaTdopMy NaTuo, U pakeTbl, NyLWeHHble KEM-TO CHapyXu, B3BUNUCb B BO3AYX.
KpacHble, ronybble, 3eneHble M Genble OrHWM pacnonsnucb Mo Heby, a 3aTeM rOfIOBOKPYXMTENBHO
NMOHECNNCb Ha 3EMJI0 NIMBHEM cnabbiX 30M0TbIX UCKP.

lMpukoBaHHbIE K MECTY, OLUENOMIIEHHbIE TOCTU CMOTPENV Ha AbsiBona n 6apabaHLuKOB, KOTopble
cnegoBany 3a HUM. CrOBHO MPUCNYLUIMBAACb K KaKoW-TO Oe3MONBHOW My3biKe, OH KPYXXUIICA cpeau
yMOrKLWmnX 6apabaHwwmkoB. Ero Teno cnerka ropbunock, a pora 6binu yrpoxatoLLe HanpasneHbl B HE6O.

CnoBHO rpom, B3opBanucb ©OapabaHbl, NpeBpaTMB 3aTAHYBLUYOCA TULUMHY B TPOXOT, KOTOPbIN
3anonsan B KaXbli Yronok goma.

[baBon, yBuaeB y ABepen CTonoBon bupmkut BpuueHy, cnpbirHyn ¢ nnatdopmMbl, CXBaTUn OYTbINKY
pomMa co cTtona v nogan ewn.

Ynbibascb, oHa B3sna GyTbINKy W, 3aNpOKMHYB ee, Bbinuna 40 Kansu.
YBepeHHbIN B CBOEW cune, AbABOM KPYXUINCA BOKPYr Hee, ABUrasicb C U3YMUTENbHON rpaunen.

BbITSIHYB pykM U BOCTOPXEHHO ynblbasick, Bupmkut BpuueHa packadvBanacb B TakT GapabaHam,
CNoBHO GblNa B TpaHce.

[oH Cepanmo CXancd B KOMO4YeK Ha Kpecre, KOToOpoe BApYr OKa3ajloCb CITULLIKOM LWMPOKUM ONA Hero.
B ero rmasax nog ToncTbiMu pOoroBbiMn O4KamMu ObIn yXac.

['oCTK, CMeLllaBLUMCh C TOMMOMW, HaxXSbIHYBLUEW C NfoLwaaun, Hayanu TaHueBaThb.
CkpoMHO nokaumnasi 6egpamm, OHM cTapanucb CAepPXXUBaTb CBOU ABUKEHUS.
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JlopeHUo Obin OKpy)KEH BCe YBENMYMBAIOLIMMCS YMCIIOM TaHLYIOLWMX KEHLUMH, KOTOpble XOTemnu
KOCHYTbCSl €ro, NMpuxaTbCsi K HEMY, YAOCTOBEPUTbCS, YTO OH M3 NMOTU U KpoBu. OH noTepsin U3 BuAyY
Bupmkut BpuueHy. Bes ycunuii pasopBaB HUTb HETEPMENMBBIX KEHCKUX PYK, OH CKPbINCS 3a ABEpbIo.
YBepeHH:bI, YTo ero He OyadyT npecriegoBaTtb, OH Gpocuncs B 3afHIO 4YacTb Aoma, 3arnsgbiBasi B
Kaxayto KoMHaTy.

PapocTHbIV cMex HacTur ero Ha nNonnyTu. Y apku, OTAeNsBLUIEN NpavyeyHylo OT 3aHero ABopa, crosna
BbICOKas Ty4yHasi purypa, ogeTasi B YepHble canoru, ANVHHYI0 KPacHY MaHTUIO, OTAENaHHy 6enbiv, 1
KpacHbIN OPUrMACKNA KONMNakK NoBEPX KyapsiBOro napuka.

JlopeHuo npubnuaunca kK cTpaHHO OAeTonM nepcoHe, — Gupopkut bpuueHa, — npowenTtan OH
BNOMronoca, rmsaasa B ee CHble, HaxanbHble rnasa, obpamMmneHHble o4kamu B NPOBOSIOYHOM onpase 6e3
CTEKor.

— Canta Knayc! — nonpaBuna oHa; LUMPOKas yCMellka TPOoHyrna ee rybbl, CKpbiTble NoXMaToM
Gopoaoi n ycamu. OHa NoTAHYNach 3a MKYTOBbIM MELLKOM, HaGUTLIM NakeTamu.

— 4 xpana gBeHaguaTy YacoB, YToObl pasdaTb AeTsIM POXOECTBEHCKME Mnopapku, — obbscHWUMa
OHa, — HO Tenepb He MOry MpOWTU MUMO TakOM BO3MOXHOCTM, — OHa XMTPO YnblGHynmack, — Thbl

novaellb CO MHON? — cnpocwuiia oHa, 1 ee rnasa XuwHo 6ﬂeCHy1'IVI, Korga oHa CorHymnachb, 3arndagbisad B
wienun ero macku.

JlopeHUO KMBHYN ei, 3aTeM MOAHAN [XYTOBbIN MELLUOK, B3BanWM €ro Ha nne4vo 1 ABMXEHWEeM PYyKu
npukasan e cnegosaTtb 3a HUM.

Yepes 3agHUn OBOP OHM BbILLNM HA YNWLYy, BEAYLLYIO K NMOLWaaun, rae HECKOMbKO CTApUKOB, XKEHLLMH U
aeten cobpanncb NOCMOTPETL Ha Npa3gHuK B AoMe bpuueHsbl.

— Tam absiBon! — 3aBu3kana maneHbkas geBodka. Mo3saB apyrux geTer 3a co6oii, oHa nobexana
Ha cepeauHy nnowaaun. et pesko ocTaHOBUNUCL. VX rmasa paclumpunmce oT yxaca v niobonbITcTBa.

— 370 ObsiBON, — ckasarna MarneHbkasi AeBodka, yKasbiBasi Ha JlopeHuo, — a Tbl KTO? — cnpocuna
OHa BbICOKYIO hUrypy, — noyemMy Tbl Tak ofeT?

— 4 Canta Knayc, u g npuHec nogapku, — ckasana bupoxut bpuueHa, BblTackuBass M3 MeLlka
nakeTbl. CMesiCb, OHa pasgaBarna ux geTam.

— A HaMm Tbl NpUHEC NOJAPKU? — Kpuyanv apyrue AeTu, TaHLys BOKPYT Hee.
poMKo xoxo4a, BupoxuT BpuueHa noxuna nakeTbl B UX XafaHble MarneHbK1e pydku.

PactepsHHasa manbllika, NpyxMMmas 3aBs3aHHy0 KOPOOKy K rpyaun, Bo3byxageHHO kpudana: — CaHTta
Knayc n gesason npuwnun K Ham TaHuesarb!

BOCTOp)KGHHbIVI BWU3r geTen B OAWH MUT npueriek tTonny. Heckonbko MY3blKaHTOB 3aurpanum Ha CBOUX
MHCTPYMEHTaX, CHOBa 3arpemMenm 6apa6aHbl.

— [aBan TaHUueBaTb Nofanblue OT TBOero gomMa, — wenHyn JlopeHuo B yxo bupaxut bpuueHsl, — a
Korga Mbl BOMAEM B Nepeynok, TO YrU3HEM OT HUX.

JlopeHuo ob6Bsizan BOKpYr ee Tanuu LBeTacTblil MMaTok M KPEenKko Aepan ero koHubl. Mx Tena
cnneTannch 1 ApoXanu B NiamMmeHHbIX, PUTMUYHBLIX OO bATUSIX.

boscb BbINYCTUTb U3 PYK KOHUbI NjiaTtka, OH Hanpo4b WUrHOpPMpOBall ABHble npurnaweHna Opyrmx
XEHLWWH, KOTOPbIM TOXeE XOTEJIOCb NoTaHueBaTb C HAM.

HecmoTps Ha CBOIO MOSHYO YBNEYEHHOCTb TaHLEM, OH BAPYr yCnbilan Apyryk rpynny My3bikaHTOB,
naywmux B KoHue ynuubl. Ha rmasax y Bcex OH CXBaTUN BCKPUKHYBLUYO Bupmxut BpuueHy Ha pyku u
BbITaWWN ee 13 Tonnsl. MNpexae 4em kTo-nmbo NoHsAmN, YTo cryvunock, ApsiBon u CaHta Knayc ncuesnu.

OHn Bexanu, noka 6bINoO AbixaHve. A korga ycnblwanu ryn Tonmbl 3a yrrnom, JlopeHuo nogHsn
BupmxknT BpurueHy Ha pyku n Bowwen B NnapagHylo ABepb AOMa OAHOro 13 cBovx Apysen. OH yBugen ero B
rOCTUHOW ¢ HebonbLiow rpynnon nogen. JIopeHuo 1 B rofloBy He NMPUXOAMIO, YTO OH MOXET nomellatb
cemenHomy TopxecTBy. Bce, o yem oH gyman, 6bIno Tem, Kak OH y6egut cBoOero gpyra gaTe emy Ha
BpeMs MalLLuHY.

— Kakas Houb, — B3goxHyna bupmxunt BpuueHa. PagoctHas ynbibka o3apuna ee nuuo, — aT1a Tonna
MoyTW HacTUrna Hac, — OHa CHAna napuk, 6opody, ycbl 1 BbIBpOCMia UX B OKHO, 3aTeM BbiTawuna
NoAyLWKy W3-MoA4 MaHTMM U KUHyNa ee Ha 3agHee cugeHve, — Kyga Mbl egem? — crnpocuna OHa,
BCMaTpUBasiCb B TEMHOTY.

J'IopeHu,o C6POCVIJ'I CBOK MacCKy v npogoJsnkan rHatb K He6OJ'IbLLIOMy OOMUKY Y MOpA.

XUXVKHYB, OHa OTKMHYMNacb Ha CBOEM CWOeHWMW, — $i YYBCTBYIO 3anax MOPCKOro BeTpa, — pesko
npollenTana oHa, rnyboko B3OOXHYB, — JOAN MOEN HaLMW BCErga XOPOHAT CBOUX YMEPLUUX GIU3KUX Y
MOpSi, M eAUHCTBEHHOE, O YeM S XKareto, YTo He Byay NoxopoHeHa y mops. Cepanuo yxxe Kynun y4acTok
Ha ropofckom Knagbuiie.

O3afgayeHHbI ee CTPaHHbIM 3aMeYaHNeM, OH OCTaHOBWIT MaLUVHY.
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— CMOXeT nu macka AbsiBofia UCMOSIHUTbL MO€ kenaHue ObiTb MOXOPOHEHHON Yy MOpsi? — cnpocuna
OHa TaK CEPbEe3HO U PELUNTENBHO, YTO OH TONBbKO KMBHYI B 3HaK COrfacus.

— O6beluaHue, nogobHoe aTOMY, CBALLEHHO, — CKa3ana OoHa. Barnsag ee rnas Bbipaxan NoOHUMaHue
Kakon-To TanHbl. OHa Bbina cnokovHa, HO CTpaHHasi, NOYTK 030pHas ynblbKka nrpana Ha ee ycrtax, — " 4,
Ha 3TOM MecTe, obelwat nbUTb Bnagenbua WCMOMHAKLWEN XenaHus Macku BCIO 3Ty HOYb, —
npoLlenTana oHa.

OH oTYasiHHO TOPONUI MrHOBEHUS NOOBM. A NOTOM GbiNa HOYb — Kak BEYHOCTb.

13.

Becb KoHel OHA A pasMmblingna Hag CMbICIOM UCTOPURN, KOTOpble ycnblwana. A gymana, 4To
MOHMMato TO, YTO O3HAYaEeT 3BEHO UNU TEHb BEAbMbl UMK KONECO Cryyas, HO 9 BCE Xe elle Hyaanacb B
nosicHeHuax aoHbn Mepcegec unu Kangenspuu.

A npuHANa 3a NCXOOHbIN NYHKT TO, YTO HE MOry UCTOJIKOBATb CBOWU NepeXxunBaHUA C TOYKN 3peHUdA
MOEN akagemMudeckon noaroToBKW, OAHAKO MHE He XOTenocb nepeBonTb UX Ha A3blIK TOro, 4Yemy s
Hay4dunnacb B MUpe Hareans.

drnoprHaa o6bsACHANA 3TO C TOYKM 3PEHUS HAMepPeHWsi: YHMBepcamnbHOW abGCTpakTHOW CUnbl,
OTBETCTBEHHOW 3a hOPMMPOBaHME BCETO, YTO €CTb B MUPE, rae Mbl XuBeM. Hanuune aGcTpakTHOW Cunbl,
ee copmMupyloLasi cnocoBGHOCTb 0BLIYHO HaxodAaTcA 3a npedenamy OOCAraeMoCTM YenoBeka, OAHaKo
NpU HEKOTOPbLIX 0GCTOATENBCTBAX MU MOXHO MaHWNynvMpoBaTb. Ml 8To AaeT Ham foXHoe BrnevaTreHve
TOro, YTO JHOAW U BELUM UCTIONHSIIOT HaLLUW XXenaHusl.

Mo cpaBHeHuto ¢ ®nopuMHOON — a A He MOorna yaepxaTbCs OT CpaBHeHus — AoHbs Mepceaec u
Kangenspwusa He nmenun obLiero 3aKOH4YEHHOr0 MOHNMaHNA CBOUX AeNCTBUI. OHM NOHUManM NULb TO, 4YTO
Aernanv Kak meavymbl, BeAbMbl U LENUTENN, Ha YPOBHE OTAESbHbIX, KOHKPETHbIX COObITUA, CBOGOAHO
CBSA3aHHbIX APYr C APYrOM.

K npumepy, goHbs Mepcegec gana MHe KOHKpeTHbIn obpasel cnocoba mMaHMnynupoBaTb Yem-TO
HEen3BeCTHbIM. AKT MaHWMyMNsauUMM MM OHa Ha3biBana TeHblo BedbMbl. Pe3dynbtaTt 3TON MaHunynauum oHa
Ha3blBana 3BEHOM, HEMPEPbLIBHOCTbLIO, MOBOPOTOM KOneca criy4ast.

— KoHe4Ho, 370 mMacka mncnonHsna xenaHusa JlopeHuo, — ckasana goHbs Mepcegec ¢ abcontoTHON
y6exXaeHHOCTbI0, — S 3HAK0 OpYrMe, O4eHb MOXOXNE MPUMEpPbI BELLEN, UCMONHABLUNX XeNaHUs.

— Ho ckaxn MHe, OoHbsA Mepcep,ec, Kakom (*)aKTOp BakHee — Bellb cama no cebe uUnu nUYHOCTb,
KOTOpasa nMmeet xenaHue?

— Bewb cama no cebe, — orBeTuna oHa, — ecnu Obl JIOpeHUOo He nmen 3Ton Macku, OH Obl BCHO
XM3Hb B3gbixan o bupmkut BpuleHe; n aTto 6bIno Gbl BceM, YTo Aano 6bl eMy ero xenaHue. Beabma
[AOIMKHa cKasaTb, UTO Macka, a He JlopeHL0, cosaana 3BeHo.

— lMNoyeMy Tbl Ha3bIBaeLLb 3TO TEHbIO BeabMbl? Pa3Be 30ech BOBEKanoch BrvsHUE BeAbMbI?

— TeHb BeAbMbl — 3TO TOSMbKO Ha3BaHue. Bce Mbl umeem B cebe kycoyek BegbMbl. JlopeHUo
6e3yCroBHO He Obifl HU CMIMPUTOM, HU LeNUTenemM, OgHaKko OH UMeN onpeAeneHHyo cuny ovapoBaHus. A

AyMalo, HeJoCTaTO4YHO CO34aTb 3BEHO U NMepeaBuHYTL Koreco criydasi. C NomoLLblo Macku nonyyaeTcs
COBCEM Apyrasi UICTopus.

YacTp yerBeprad.

14.

MeHs wcnyran cnabein wym. A nonpoboBana nepeaBUHYTbCS, HO MOSI NeBasi pyka, KOTOpyl S
oTnexana, 3aTBepAena un He cniyluanacb MeHs. A 3acHyna B komHaTe Mepcegec NepanbTbl, U3HYpeHHas
npoBefeHneM MHBEHTapu3aLuumn ee nNekapCcTBEeHHbIX pacTeHUN.

Ycnbiwae ronoc, 3BaBLWWA MEHS MO MMEHW, S MOBEpHyna ronosy, — f[oHbA Mepcepgec? —
npowenTtana s. KpoMme ckpuna y3noB ramMaka o MeTannmMyeckme Komnbla, S HAYero He ycnbllana B oTBeT.
A npowna Ha ubinovkax B yron. B ramake HMKoOro He Obino. Ho 1 umena 4yeTKoe ollylleHue, YTO OHa
TOMBKO YTO ObiNa B KOMHATE, KAakoe-TO NPUCYTCTBUE ee eLle Obino 30ech.
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3acTurHytast HeOObSICHUMOWM TPEBOIOW, S OTKPbISla ABEPb M BbiOEXana B TEMHbINA MYCTON KOpUOop; s
npoLuna Yyepes NaTmo Ha KyxHo, 3aTem BO ABOp. 34eckb B ramake oTAbixana goHba Mepcefec, okyTaHHas
TabayHbIM ObIMOM.

Ee nnuo menneHHoO nokasanocb M3 AbiMHOro obnaka. OHo Gonblie noxoamno Ha obpas BO cHe. Ee
rnasa cBepkanu CTpaHHOW rmyouHON.

— A Tonbko YTO AymMana o Tebe, — ckasana oHa, — O TOM, YTO Tbl 34€eCb AeNaellb, — OHa BbITAHYNa
CBOM HOIM M BbIMPbIrHYNa U3 ramMaka.

A pacckasana e, 4To yCHyna B ee KOMHaTe 1 Obifia HanyraHa 3ByKOM ee MycToro ramaka.

OHa mMonya cniywiana ¢ TPeBOXHbIM BblpaXeHWeM Ha nuue, — My3usi, — cKkasana OHa CTporo, —
CKOMNbKO pa3 s coBeToBana Tebe He cnaTb B kOMHaTe BeAbMbl? Mbl O4eHb YA3BUMBbI, MOKa CNNM.

HeoxungaHHO oHa XUXUKHYNa 1 npukpbiia poT pyl<017|, CINOBHO CKasarna cnuwkomM mMHoro. OHa caenana
MHE 3HaK NoAONTUN BNKe U CeCTb Ha 3EMIT0 Y Kpaa ramaka.

3arem Hauvana MaccupoBaTb MHE rosoBy. Ee nanbubl ckonb3unu BOJ'IHOO6pa3HbIMVI OBMWXEHNAMMN
BHWN3 MO MOEMY NNLLY.

YcnokouTenbHoe oLeneHeHne pacnpocTpaHunocb No nuuy. Koxa, MycKynbl M KOCTM, Kasamnochb,
pacTBOPUNMChL Noa ee NoBKMMK nanbuamu. MonHoCTbio paccnabneHHas 1 yCrnoKoeHHas!, 1 YyBCTBOBana
cebs Haxogslencs B OpemoTe, KOTopasl, odHaKo, He 6bina v cHom. S nonycosHaeana ee Msrkve
NMPUKOCHOBEHNA 1 HaKoHeLl| nerna nuuoM BBepx B6MM3n oT LEMEHTHOM NnnThbI.

JoHbsa Mepcegec monya ctosina Hago MHOW, — cMoTpu, My3susi, — BHe3anHO KpUKHYra OHa,
yKkasblBasi Ha MOmnHyl nyHy, Geryulylo ckBo3b obraka. To cKpbiBasicb, TO MOSIBASIICb BHOBb, JyHa,
Kasanocb, B criellke psarna obnaka, — CMOTPW, — KPUKHYrNa OHa CHOBa, nMoabpocyB ropcTb 30M0ThIX

Meganemn, CBA3aHHbIX ANIMHHOM 30M10TON LEMNOYKOW, Haf CBOEKW rofioBOoW, — Korga Thl YBUAMLb LIENOYKY
elle pas, Tbl BepHellbcs B Kapkac.

Ha mur TemHasi ropcTb, Kasanocbh, 6bina noggelleHa K nyHe, nokasasllencsa cpean obnakos. A He
Bugena ee nageHud. A Obina cnvwkom o3aboveHa Tem, 4TO MOOyAMNO ee YNOMSIHYyTb O MOEM
Bo3BpalleHun B Kapkac. A cnpocuna ee o6 3TOM; OHa 3ameTuna, 4to AN MeHst Obino Obl rnyno
npegnonaratb, YTo 8 ocTaHycb B KypmuHe HaBceraa.

15.

HacTtoumBbin, pe3knii Tpeck LuuMkag Ha BETBSX HaJ MOen rornoBown 6bin 6onbLue Noxox Ha konebaHus,
paspblBaBLUME TULLUMHY XXapKOW M BNaXHOW Houu. A nexana nuuoM BHW3 Ha UWHOBKE W oXupana
XEHLUMHY, KOTopas ABMAfach KO MHe KaXayt HOYb Ha 3TOM CaMOM MeCTe.

HoHbs Mepcegec, apemasLuas B ramake nobnm3ocTu, pelumna CoCTaBUTb MHE 3TON HOYbKO KOMMaHUo
W, NMOXOXe, HapyLiMna CBOUM MPUCYTCTBMEM BCHO MUCKIIOYUTENbHOCTb Takmx nossrneHun. OHa ¢ camoro
Hayana yctaHoBwWma, 4YTO MOCKOMbKY eLe HUKTO He Obin cBuaeTernieMm Moux BCTpeY C OYXOM, OHW MOrfu
0KasaTbCs YUCTO NMMYHBLIM CcoBbITMeM. Ho ecnum KTO-TO elle GyaeT NpMcyTCTBOBaTb NPW 9TOM, BCE CTaHeT,
Kak roBopuTCS, 0OLEeCTBEHHbIM AOCTOSHUEM.

A yxe npnobpena HeKOTOpbLIA ONbIT B KypeHun curap. CHadana s »anosanacb goHbe Mepcegec Ha
pasgpaxatolee AelCTBUE ropsivyero AbiMa Ha HeXHble TKaHu BHyTpu pta. OHa cmesinacb Hag MOUMMU
cTpaxamu, yBepsisi MEeHsl, UTO AbIM pUTyarnbHbIX CUrap Ha camoMm Aerne NpoxnageH U YCrNoKOUTENeH.

HOTpeHI/IpOBaBLIJVICb HEMHOro, s1 cornacunacb C Hewl; OblM OeNCTBUTENbHO Obin npoxnaaHbiM;
Kasarnocb, 4To Tabak MEHTOJIN3NPOBaH.

PeweHne poHbm Mepcegec conpoBoOXAaTb MEHSI 3TOW HOYbK ObIIO BbI3BAHO COMHEHUSIMU
KaHpenspun B TOM, 4YTO S AOCTATOYHO CUIlbHA ONsl CaMOCTOSITENbHOro npoBedeHust ceaHca. [o ee
crnoBam, MOSHbIA CeaHC O3Hayan TO, YTO B HEKOTOPLI MOMEHT Meauym abConTHO OCTaBMsN BecCb
KOHTPOJb Ha CBOEW NMMYHOCTBIO U OyX MOT BblpaxaTb cebsi nocpeACcTBOM Tena meauyma.

[HeM paHblie AoHbsa Mepcenec 06bsACHUNA MHE, YTO MO MPUCYTCTBUE B €e AoMe He MOrMO ANUTLCA
crnvwikom gonro. He notomy, 4to oHa unu KaHgenapus Gbiny Kak-To MPOTUB MEHS, HO MOTOMY, YTO OHa
He Morna gatb MHe Hudvero ueHHoro. OHa yBepsana MeHsi, 4Yto M KaHoenspusas M oHa cama He
YyBCTBOBaIW HUYEro Opyroro KO MHe, KpoMe rny6okoit noben. Ecnu 6bl 5 el MeHblle HpaBunack, oHa
6bl yooBneTBopuacb TeM, YTO paspelunna MHe Habnogatb ee neveHve GonbHbIX, U Aenana 6bl BUA,
YTO A ABNSAOCL ee NnoMolH1Len. Ho noboBb kKo MHe BbiHyXdana ee ObiTb NpaBavBoii. MHe HYXHO Gblno
3BEHO, a OHa He Morna MHe ero aatb. OHa cosgaBana ero ans Kangenspuu. OgHako, NockonbKy Ayx
BblGpan MeHs Kak NnocpeaHunka, a BO3MOXHO Aaxe Kak HacTosLLero MeaMyma, oHa yBaxana 3ToT Bblbop.
Moka oHa nomorana MHe TOMNbKO KOCBEHHO MPW HOYHbIX KOHTaKTax ¢ Npu3pakoMm.
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— Tot dhakT, YTo AyX Moero npegka nsbpan Tebs, — roeopuna oHa, — agenaet 1ebs, Kangensputo un
MEHS1 B HEKOTOPOM POAe POACTBEHHULLAMM.

KaHgenapus noToM MHe pacckasana, YTo y Hee Obin KOHTaKT C TeM e AyxoM ewe B Agetctee. Ho,
cnegys TpaguuMm MeguymoB XpaHWUTb BCce B rnybovanlien TanHe, OHa He Morfa pacckasaTb MHe 00
3TOM.

[oHbs Mepce,qec noweBennnacb B raMmake n CKpecrtusiia cBOu pyKu 3a ronosoun, — MYy3uA, Tbl nyywie
cagucb U HauYnHam KYpUTb, — CKadalla OHa TUXUMm, paccna6neHHb|M ronocom.

A 3axrna curapy m 4acto 3anbiXTena eto, wendya 3akiimHaHnA, KOTOpPpbIM OHa MEeHA Hay4duna. Obim n
3BYK ObInin 06s3aTENBHBIMU cpencrteamMn And Bbl3OBa npu3paka. A ycnblilana TUXuN wenect. [JoHbs
Mepcep,ec TOXe yClbllwana ero, oHa noBepHynacb B TOM Xe HanpaBJieHUn, 4YTo u 1. B Heckonbkux Wwarax
OT HacC, Mexay rmraHTCKMMn TeppakoToBbiMU LIBETOYHbIMU FrOpLUKaMK, cnaena XeHLnHa.

HoHbsa Mepcenec npucena psaom Co MHOM M B3sana curapy us moux ryd. OHa 3anbixTena €to, wenya
3aKMNMHaHWs, OTNMYHbBIE OT MOMX. H MOYyBCTBOBAara APOXb B Tene; HeBuaAUMas pyka cxana moe ropno. A
ycnblwana, YTo Ucnyckar CBUCTAWMIA, Bynbkaowmn wym. K MoeMy n3ymrneHuio oH 3Byyan Kak CroBa,
CKa3aHHbIe KEM-TO €eLle C MOMOLLbH MOUX COBCTBEHHbIX MOfIOCOBbIX CBA30OK. 51 MTHOBEHHO y3Hana — XoTs
1 He NoHMMarna CrnoB — YTO 3TO ObINo Apyroe 3aknuHaxue. Npuspak napun Hag MOen rofioBoOw, 3aTEM OH
ncyes.

A obHapyxuna ceba B gome BmecTte ¢ goHben Mepcenec n KaHgensapuein. A HackBo3b nponotena u
yyBcTBOBana cebs umanyeckn UCTOWEHHOW. A TyT Obinn ABe XeHWmHbl. OgHako MOe UCTOLLEHWE He
N3HYpsNo. A YyBCTBOBasa yaNBUTENbHYHO JIEFKOCTb U OXUBIIEHME.

— Kak s owytunace 3gecb? — cnpocuna 1.

KaHﬂ,eJ’IﬂpMﬂ B3rndHyna BOMNPOCUTENIbHO Ha AOOHbIO Mepcep,ec M CKasana: — Yy Tebs1 ObINT MOSHbIN
CeaHc.

— OT0 MeHsieT Bce, — BOCKITUKHYNa OOHbA Mepce,qec cnabbim ronocom, — Ayx MOero npegka gacrt
3BEHO Ang Tebs. HOSTOMy Tbl AOJ1)KHA OCTaTbCA 34€eCb, NOKa AyX HE NO3BOJIUT Tebe yVITVI.

— Ho noyemy gyx n3bpan meHa? — cnpocuna s, — S e MHOCTPaHKa.

— Ons OyX0OB He CyuleCTByeT MHOCTpaHLUeB, — OTBETUNa KaH,Cl,eJ'IFIpI/IFI, — AyX UMEKOT Aero TOJIbKO C
Meanymamu.

16.

Mepcegec MNepanbTa cugena cropGuBLLKCE y anTapsi, GopMoya 3akMHaHus.

onogHast n yTomneHHas, 9 Habnogana 3a Hen co cBoero Mecrta. bbino noyTn WwecTb YacoB Bevepa.
A nbinko kenanma O TOM, 4YTOObI KpymnHas >KeHLMHa, CuAeBLUas 3a CTONOM, Okasanacb nocrnegHen
naumeHTkon goHbM Mepcegec B 3TOT A€Hb.

OOGbI4YHO OHa NpuHMMana He bonee AByx BOMbHbBIX, HO NocneaHne YeTbipe cyb6oTbl AoHbA Mepcenec
ocmartpuBarna bonee gBeHaauaT NaLMEHTOB 3a OEHb.

Bonbluen YyacTblo aTO ObINKM XEHLMHBI U3 COCEAHMX AEPEBEHb, KOTOPbIE, COBEPLUAs eXeHeaernbHY0
noe3aKy Ha PbIHOK, 3a4epXXMBanmcb, YTobbl NPOWTU OCMOTP Y LeNUTenbHULbI. HekoTopble U3 HUX uckanu
MOMOLLM OT TaKMX HEeOyroB, Kak rofiloBHble GOnu, MpPOCTyAbl U XEHCKME pacCTporcTBa. BonblMHCTBO
noceTutenen, ogHaKko, NPUXOAMMO pelaTtb CBOM 3MOUMOHarbHble npobrnembl. besoTBeTHas no6oOBb,
CeMelHble 3aTpyaHEeHusl, KOHMMMKTbI C podHen M nogpoclumMmn aetbMu, npobrnembl Ha pabote M B
obuwectBe ObiINn Haubonee dacTeiMm Temamum 6Gecep. [locefesluvMe BOMOCHI, OTCYTCTBME BOJIOC,
NosiIBIIEHNE MOPLLMH 1 Nnorioca Heyaad Obinm cambiMK NErKOMbICNIEHHbIMU Xanobamu. [JoHbs Mepcenec
neyvna Kaxgoro, He3aBUCUMO OT €ro WnuM ee npobnembl, C OOWUHAKOBO WCKPEHHUM MWHTEPECOM WU
3(PPEKTUBHOCTLIO.

CHayvana oHa onpegensina Hedyr, NPUMeHssi MOPCKO KOMMAcC MM UCTONKOBbLIBAs Y30p nenna curapsi
Ha Tapenke. Ecnu oTcyTcTBUE LIENOCTHOCTU YenoBeka 6bino Bbi3BaHO (PU3MOMOrMYECKUM CMSATEHNEM —
OHa HasblBana ero OyXOBHbIM — OHa HaknagblBana MOMNUTBLI-3aKNATUA W Aenana maccax. Ecnu
Yyenosek cTpagan U3nYeckUM Heayrom, oHa NPonuckiBana NekapcTBeHHbIE PacTeHNs.

Ee m3ymntenbHoe BrageHue S3bIKOM U BeNUKOMenHas YyBCTBUTENbHOCTb K KaXKAOW Menbyanlen
nepemMeHe B HaCTPOEHMM YenoBeka Nobyxaanu ConpoTUBISIOLLMXCS MY>KUUH U XKEHLLUWH pacKpbiBaTbCS U
OTKPOBEHHO rOBOPUTb O CBOUX MHTUMHbIX Aenax.

lMNonoc Mepcepnec MNepanbTbl Ucnyran MeHsl, — B 3TOT pa3 Tbl AEWCTBUTENBHO UCNOPTUNA BCe AEeno,
— OTuuTbIBana OHa KPYMHYK >XEHLUMHY, KOTopasi cupena nepej Hel 3a cTonoMm. HeposepuuBo
BCTPSIXHYB FONIOBOM, OHa elle pa3 OCMOTpena nenen curapbl, KOTOpbIA cobpana Ha MeTannMyeckyto
Tapernky, — Tbl Qypayvllb MeHs, — 3asiBAra OHa, NMOOHECS TapesKy K NULY XeHLUHbl U Npu3biBasi ee
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y3HaTb B MSITKOM, CEpPO-3e/IeHOM NMOPOLLKe NPUPOAY CBOEro Heayra, — Ha 3TOT pas Thl 4ENCTBUTENBHO B
bepe.

[MokpacHeB OT BOMHEHUS, XEHLUMHA CyeTnMBO O3upanacb, CMOBHO MbITadCb HaWTM NyTb K
oTtctynneHuto. OHa Hagyna rybbl coBcem kak pebeHoK.

[oHbs Mepce,qec nogHAnacb U nogowna Ko MHe, Npoun3Hecsd O(bVILI,VIaJ'IbeIM royniocom: — 4 npouwy
Tebs I'IO/J,pOGHO 3anucatb MeTofbl leYeHns 3TON NauMeHTKMN.

Kak o0bl4HO, 51 cHavana BbiCnywinBaliia Ha3BaHUA MPOMUCaHHbIX TpaB U UBETOYHbIX 3CCEHUUN un
aneTn4yeckme orpaHnyvYeHuA. 3arem s 3anucbiBana I'IO,EI,p06HbIl7I OTYET O TOM, NpPUN Kaknx obcTosaTenbCcTBax
nauneHT OOoJKEeH nNpuHMMaTb OTBap M3 TpaB Ui o4vnuarine BaHHbI. Mo YKa3aHutio OOHbU Mepcep,ec A
HUKoraga He genana konun anst ceba. N HakoHel, no ee npocn=6e A HECKOJIbKO pas3 nepevyuntbiBana 1o, 4TO
Hanucana. A Obina yBe€peHa, 4YTO AOHbA Mepce,qec HEe TOJIbKO y6e>|<p,aeT cebsi B TOM, 4TO A npaBuIibHO
NOoHAINa ee, HO rMaBHbIM o6pa30M y4nTbiBa€T BO3MOXHOCTb TOro, 4TO NauneHT 6yp,eT HerpamoTeH.

C WHCTpyKUMEN B pYKE XEHLMHA BCTana M noBepHymnacb Kk antapto. OHa nonoxuna HecKonbko
OaHKHOT nop CTaTyaTKy AEBbl, 3aTEM TOPXECTBEHHO noobellana, 4Yto OyaeT crnegoBaTb MHCTPYKUMSM
AoHbn Mepcegec.

HoHbs Mepceaec nogoLuna K antapio, 3axria CBeyy W, BCTaB Ha KONEHWU, MOMOonunack CBATLIM O TOM,
4YTOObI €€ MHEHME OKa3anoch NpaBUIbHbLIM.

A ynomMmaHyna, 4to 3Hato JOKTOpPOB, KOTOPbIE TOXE O4YEHb 4YaCTO MOJIATCA.

— EanHCTBEHHOE, YTO 00beaunHseT Xopowunx OOKTOopoB U uenutenen, aTto TepnennBoe yBaXxeHne K
CBOMM nauuneHTam, — obbsicCHMNa OHa, — OHU AoBePAKTCA BENIMKON cune, KOTOpasa BeaeT ux. OHu MOoryT
BbI3BaTb 3Ty CUJ1y C NMOMOLLbIO MOJIUTBHI, 3aKknuHaHM, TabadyHoro Abima, NeKapcTB Uin Xxmpyprmn4eckoro
CKanbnena.

OHa B3sina konuu VIHCprKLI,I/IIZ, KOTOpble 4 Hanucana B 3TOT A€eHb KU cocYuUTana nucTtbl, — 4 B CaMOM
gene ocmoTpena cerogHA CToJIbKO nogen? — cnpocuina oOHa, no-emgnmMmomy, COBEpLUEeHHO He
NHTEPECYyACb MOUM OTBETOM. Cnabas ynb|6|<a TPpOHYyINa ee ry6b|, KOorga OoHa 3aKpblisia rnasa m OTKMHynacb
Ha CMHKY CBOEro HeKa3ncToro crtyna, — ngn v npuHecn MHe BCce TBOU 3arnncn o0 MOUX KInneHTax, Kpome
TEX, KTO pacckasarn Tebe cBOK NCTOpPUIO. A X0O4y NOCMOTpPETb, CKOJ1IbKO nogen 9 Bbinednna 3a 1o BpemMA,
KaK Tbl noABuUnacb 30ecb, — OHa BCTala v npoiisia co MHOW [0 AaBepu, — nNpuHecn Bce B NaTtuo. A Xouy,
4YTOObI KaH,D,eJ'IFIpVIFI nomorna mHe, — gobaBuna oHa.

MouTn Yac A cobupana Bce Mou MaTepuansl. 3a UCKIMIOYEHNEM HECKOMNbKUX OHEBHUKOB S NMpuUHecna
BCe B NnaTuo, rae AoHbss Mepcegec u KaHgensipus yxe nomkugany MeHsl.

— 310 OHO M ecTb? — cnpocuna AoHbs Mepcegec, pasrnsagpiBas CTOMKy Gymar, KOTOpyk A
nonoXxwuna Ha 3eMnio nepes Hen.

He oxugas moero oTBeTa, OHa npuKkasana KaHﬂ,eﬂﬂpMM CINOXUTb 6ymar|/| n Karanorm 'y
MeTannmyeckom 6o4ku, KOTOpasa CctodAna B AalibHEM KOHLIE NaTUo.

CoenaB ato, KaHoenspusi cHoBa cena psiAoM CO MHOW Ha UMHOBKY. Mbl cuaenu nepen [OOHbEN
Mepcegec, koTopas nexana B CBOEM ramake.

— A yxe rosopuna tebe, YTO Tbl HaXOAULWbLCHA NOA MOKPOBWUTENbLCTBOM Ayxa MOero npegka, —
ckaszana MHe OoHba Mepcegec, — npownon HoYblo AyX usbpan Tebs kak megmyma. A meguymbl He
aepxat 3anucew o uenutenscTee. NogobHas MbiCnb OTBpaTUTENbHA.

OHa BcTana v nogowrna K cTonke moux Gymar. Tonbko ceidac MeHsi OCEHWSOo, YTO OHa HamepeHa
caenatb. OHa paspesana GeyeBky nepensieta HoXoM U Bpocuna NPUropLLIHI0 JIMCTLEB B MeTanM4eckuit
6ak. PaHblue A He 3ameTuna, YTo BHYTPU HErO rOPUT OrOHb.

MbiTasicb cnacTu XoTsl Obl YacTb MOEMN pa6OTbI, s1 Bckouuna. Crnosa KaHﬂ,eJ’IﬂpMM OCTaHOBUITN MEHA.

— Ecnu Tbl cgenaelb 370, Thl OMMKHA Bydellb yexaTb ceilvac e, — oHa ynblbHynack 1 noxnonana
no LUMHOBKE psiAioM C CODOM.

B aTOT MOMEHT 5 noHsNa Bce. A NpOCTO HMYEero He Morna 3gech caenarb.

17.

MpopaboTas Lenbiit AeHb, OoHbA Mepceaec Kpenko 3acHyrna Ha CBOeM CTyre.

£ Hayana nepebupaTb pasnuyHble rakoHbl, GaHKM U KOPOGOYKM B ee cTeknaHHoM BydeTe. Korga s
npoxoguna Ha LUbINOYKAX MWMO Hee, OHa BOPYr OTKpbiNa rnasa, MedsieHHO MoBepHyna rosioBy,
NPUCNYLUMBASACH K YeMY-TO, €e HO3pW 3aTperneTanu, CIOBHO HioXasi BO3OyX.

— YyTb He 3abbina, — ckasana oHa, — NpuBeAM ero cenvac xe.
— Ho Tam HuKoro HeT, — oTBeTuna s1 ¢ abContTHON YBEPEHHOCTLIO.
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OHa nogHsana pyku B 6eCnoMOLLHOM XecTe, — gernan 1o, 4to Tebe roBopsr.
He comHeBasicb, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa olnbaeTcs, S Bblla U3 KOMHATbI.

Bbino noytn TemHo. Hukoro He Gbino. C TopXKecTBylOLEN ynblOkon s y»ke cobupanacb BEpHYTbCS,
Korga ycrblwarna crnabblii Kalernb.

CnoBHO BbI3BaHHbLIN MO BeneHuio OOHbM Mepcenec, u3 cympadyHoOro kopuaopa Bbilen akkypaTHO
OLETbIN MYyX4MHa. Y Hero 6binv HeNnpPonopLUMOHanbHO ANWHHbIE HOrK. neuun xe, N0 KOHTPacCTy, Kazanucb
ManeHbKMMN U BbirNsiaeny cnadbiMy 1 Xpynkumu. MrHoBeHne oH konebarncs, 3aTeM B 3HaK MPUBETCTBUS
NoAHAN rpo3ab 3eNeHblX KOKOCOB. B gpyroi pyke oH gepxan madyete, — mepcegec lNepanbta y ceba? —
CMPOCUI OH HU3KUM, CKPUMY4YMM FOfIOCOM, NPEePBaHHbIM PE3KUM KaLLeM.

— OHa xpgeT Tebs, — ckasana s U 0ToABMHYNa 3aHaBeC B CTOPOHY.

Y Hero O6binu KOPOTKMEe, XeCTKne, BbHLMeCA BOJIOCbl, NMPOCTPaHCTBO MexXay 6DOBFIMVI N3MATO
I'J'Iy60KI/IMVI CKInagkamun, a TeMHOe Yyrnosatoe Jnuo MpuKoBbiBaro K cebe BHMMaHWe HerMCTyﬂHOVI
CypOBOCTbO, CBUpENbIM " ©6e3XanocTHbIM BblpaXeHnem rnas. JInwb koe-roe B yronkax ero prta
npocTynana HeKoTopasa MArkoCTb.

Cnabas ynbibka MeafnieHHO npoGexana mno ero nvuy, korga oH npubnusuncs Kk goHbe Mepcegec.
OnycTVB KOKOCbI Ha 3eMsIl0 1 MOMpPaBUB Ha KOMNeHsIX Gproku, oH npucen neped ee ctynoM. OH BbiGpan
caMmblii KpYMHbIA KOKOC U TPEMSI UCKYCHBIMU yaapamu OCTPOro MadeTe cpesan MaKyLllKy, — OHM Kak pas3
Takue, kak Tebe HpaBUTCS, — CKasasl OH, — €eLle MSTKME U 04eHb cragkue.

HoHbs Mepcegnec npurybuna pykT u, genas WwymHble rMoTKW, 3aMeTuna, Kak NpekpacHo MOJoKo, —
Aali MHEe HEMHOTO BHYTPEHHOCTU, — NoTpeboBana oHa, Bo3BpaLlasa pyKT emy.

OpHMUM MOBKMM yoapoMm OH pasgenun KOKOC Momnofam, a 3aTteM oTpe3an Cnagkylo XenaTUHOBYHO
MSIKOTb OT MaKyLLKM.

— Han Mysuu gpyryto nosioBuHy, — ckasana goHbs Mepcegec.

OH cTporo NOCMOTPEN Ha MeHsi, NOTOM 6e3 CroB COCKOGMMIT OCTaBLUYHOCS MOSIOBUHY KOKOCa C TOW e
caMon TWaTenbHOCTLIO N Nogan ee MHe. S nobnarogapwvna ero.

— UYrto npuBeno Tebs cioga cerogHa? — cnpocuna AoHbs Mepcegec, npepbiBas HeroBKOe
MonyaHue, — Tebe Hy>kHa MOSi MOMOLLIb?

— [a, — ckasan oH, gocTaBas nopTcurap u3 cBoero kapmaHa. MNpukypuB OT 3axuranku, oH caenan

AONTY0 3aTSHKKY M CyHYn nopTcurap obpaTtHO B kKapmaH, — Ayx 6bin npas. [MpoknAThIv Kawenb cTtan ewe
cunbHee. OH He JaeT MHe 3acHyTb. Y MeHs OT Hero 6onut ronosa. OH He gaeT MHe paboTaThb.

OHa npurnacuna ero cectb, Ho He HanpoTuB Hee, rge 0ObLIYHO CMOENN ee KIWEHTbI, a Ha ctyny
anrtaps. OHa 3axrna TpWn cBe4n nepen neBoNn, 3aTtem He6pe>+<Ho cnpocuiia O KOKOCOBbIX MiiaHTauusax,
KOTOPbIMW OH BJ1agen rge-1o Ha no6epe>|<be.

OH mMeaneHHo ornaHynca n noCcMoTpen B ee raaa. OHa ycnokousna ero KUBKOM rofioBbl, — 3Ta My3|/|9|
nomoraeT MHe, — CKa3alla OHa eMy, — Tbl MOXellUb rOBOPUTb BCE, CITOBHO €€ TYT HeT.

Ero B3rnsg Ha Mur octaHoBWNCA Ha MHe, — Moe umsa BeHuto CaHToc, — ckasan OH M GbICTPO
B3rNsHyN Ha goHblo Mepcenec, — kak ee 30BYT?
— OHa roBoput, 4yto ee umsa dropuHaa, — oTBeTUna AoHbA Mepcenec, npexae 4Yem s cmorna

BCTaBUTb CNOBEYKO, — HO S 30BY ee My3us.

OHa BHUMaTEeNbHO OCMOTpena ero n BCtana emy 3a CrunHy. Me,EI,J'IeHHbIMI/I nerknmMmmn aABm>xeHnamMm oHa
pacTupana masb Ha ero rpyay 1 Ha Lee noyTu nonyaca.

— bennto CaHTOC, — cCKasana oOHa, MOBOpPa4YMBasiCb KO MHEe, — O4YeHb Kpenkun yernosek. OH
npuesxaeT BpemMs OT BPEMEHW MOBMAATbCSA CO MHOW, Npuyem Bcerga uinv ¢ ronosHon 6onbio, unu ¢
NPOCTYAO0M, UK C KawwrneM. HA naneyvy ero 3a nATb BCTpeY. Y MeHsi ANns HEro ectb 0co60 NpuMroToBrneHHas
Masb U MOJIUTBA K OyXy MOpS.

OHa BHOBb MaccupoBana ero AnuTernbHOe Bpems, — Yywina ronoBHas 6onb? — cnpocuna oHa,
NonoXmB pyku Ha nneyn bennto CaHTtoca.

Kasanocb, OH He cnbllian ee Bonpoca. Ero HeBuaawmin B3op 6bin HanpasneH Ha MuratoLine ceeyu.
OH Havan roBopuTb 0 MOPE U O TOM, KakuM 3MOBELLUM OHO OblBaeT Ha paccBeTe, Koraa cornHLe BcTaeT
13 TYCKIION, NoTepsiBlen 6reck Boabl.

MOHOTOHHbBIM LLENOTOM OH roBOpuI1 0 CBOMUX NoBceaHEBHbIX NMOJTyAEHHbIX 9KCKYPCUAX B MOpe.

— [MenvkaHbl KPYXUINUCb BOKPYr MEHSl, — FOBOPUIT OH, — MHOrAa OHW MponieTann oYeHb HU3KO U
CMOTPENM NPAMO MHe B rmasa. H yBepeH, OHU XOTenu 3HaTb, He UCCaKMa M Most cuna.

OnycTB rofioBy OH 3amMonyan Ha AnuTenbHOe BpeMsi, a MNOTOM rMepellesnl Ha HU3KUA, MoYTh
Hepas3bopUMBBIii LLIENOT.
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— B cymepku, korga corHue cagutcs 3a AarnbHue XOfMbl U ero nyyu Gorblie He fackaloT Boay, sl
crnibiwy ronoc mopsi. OH FOBOPUT MHE, YTO B TAKOW-TO A€Hb OH YMPET, HO NMOKa OH >XUB, OH HEYMONuM. A
MOTOM $i 3Hal0, YTO NGO Mope.

Mepcenec lNepanbTa caaBuna nNagoHAMKU €ro BUCKM, €e nanblbl onnenu ero romnosy, — 6eHUTO
CaHTOC, — CKasana oHa, — 9TO MYX4uHa, KOTopbI npeogonen ceoto BUMHY. OH cTap u ytomneH. Ho
Oaxe cenyac OH Takow e 6e3xanoCTHbIN, Kak U Mope.

Bennto CaHToCc npuxoamn k goHbe Mepcenec natb aHen nogpsa. OKOHYMB exeaHeBHbIN nevebHbIn
ceaHc, OHa npocuna ero pacckasaTb MHe CBOK MUCTOpuio. OH HMYEro He roBopun B OTBET, MOMHOCTLIO
UrHOPMPYSl MEHs, — TBOW [KWM Ha ynuue?

— CI'IpOCVIJ'I OH, N TYT Xe nobaBwun, He aB MHe BpeMeHN Ha OTBET. — OTBE3N MEHA, no>|<any17|0Ta, Ha
KOKOCOBYHO njiaHTauuio.

Mbl exanu B MonyaHuu. Yke 4OCTUrHYB noGepexbs, S NonbiTanacb 3aBepuTb €ro, YTo OH MOXET U He
BbINOMHATL NPocbOy AoHbM Mepceaec.

OH pelwmnTensHO 3amoTan rofoBon, — BCe, 0 Yem Obl OHa HY Npocuna, CBSALWEHHO AN MEHS, — CyXO
NPOU3HEC OH, — 51 MPOCTO He 3Halo, YTO FOBOPUTL, BEPHEE, KaK roBOPUTL 06 aTOM.

Moa npeanorom OocTaBkM KOKOCOB Anst AoHbu Mepcepec s nocetuna beHuto CaHToca MHOro pas.
Mbl gonro 6ecegoBanu Apyr ¢ APYrom, HO OH Tak U He noTennen ko MHe. OH Bcerga Bbi3blBatoLLe
CBEPNUI MEHsI B3rNa4oM, noka s He oTeBoguna rnasa. OH COBEpLUEHHO SICHO AaBarn MHE MOHATb, YTO
roBOPUT CO MHOW TONbKO NMOTOMY, 4TOo 06 3ToM ero nonpocuna Mepcegec lNepanbta. OH, KOHEYHO Xe,
ObIn TaknM, KaKk OHa n onncana ero, Ctpormm u 6e3XanoCTHbIM.

*k%

ApocTHO cxkuMMas B pyke madeTte, beHuto CaHTOC HEMOABMXHO CTOSAN NOA NanswuM NonyaeHHbIM
conHuem. OHO 06XuUrano ero CrvHy, N3pe3aHHY TPOCTHUKOM.

CABUWHYB Kpau WNanbl, OH NPUCTanbHO CAeaunn 3a rpynnomn yctanbix My>4uH, 6pegyimnx B ropog no
nycTbiM, yOpaHHbIM NOMSM CaxapHOro TPOCTHUKA.

MocnegHne peHb M Hovb Bce paboTanu 6e3 oTapixa. 3TO Obi MOCNEAHUI ypoXal caxapHOro
TpocTHMKa. Tenepb 3Ty 3eMJIt0 BLIPOBHSIOT TpakTopa, a 3aTeM ee pacnpogagyT no vactam. Bnageney
3TMX nonen He Bblaepxan. Kak n Bce gpyrve nnaHTatopbl, OH Oblfl BbIHYXXAEH NpoAaTh CBOW BnageHus
Kapkacckom CTpouTenbHOM KOMMaHU,

HonuHa npeBpawanacb B WHAYCTpUasbHbIA LEHTp. Hemubl W amepukaHubl CTPOMNU CBOM
hapmaueBTMyeckme nabopatopumn. MtanbsiHubl NpUBE3NM Ha CTPOUTENLCTBO 0BYBHOM (habpuku CBOMX
CcoBCTBEHHbIX paboymx.

— MpoknaTble MHoCTpaHLUbl, — pyrHynca beHnTo CaHToC, CNnOHYB Ha 3eMIIIO.

OH He MOr HWM nucaTb, HU YuTaTb, Y Hero He Gbino npodeccun. OH Obin PYyBLUIMKOM CcaxapHOro
TPOCTHMKA W 3Han TONbKO, kak obpaltaTtbes ¢ madete. O6TepeB ANMHHOE NE3BME O 3EMIIO, OH BOLLEN BO
BHYTPEHHMIN ABOP racveHbl, CBEPHYB K HeGonbLoMy GyHrano, rae 6bin pacnonoxeH kabuHeT macTtepa.
Tonna paboyunx, cUAALWMX B TEHWU KPbIWK, NMOAO3PUTENBHO CMOTPEna eMy BCrned, Korga OH BXOAuN B
KOHTOPY.

— UYrto Tebe Hago? — cCNpocuIl ero MarneHbKWi TOMCTOMy3bll MacTep, CUOSAWMUA 3a CepbiM
MeTanmnmnyeckMMm CTOSIOM, — XOYellb NOy4YnTb pacyeT? — fobaBui OH HETEPNENMBO, BbITMPasi MOTHYHO
LLIEI0 aKKypaTHO CITOXEHHbIM 6enbiM NnaTkom.

Benuto CaHTtoc knHyn. OH Bbin HEPa3roBop4mnB 1 GonbLUEl YacTbio rpyo.

Ycnbiwae, YTO C HAM 3aroBOpPWIM, OH Cnpocun nobesHo: — s Cribllan, YTo caxapHbll TPOCTHUK
noBe3yT Ha habpuky B ropod, — NpobopmoTan OH, yCTaBUBLUMCb HA MAacCUBHYIO LLEKD MacTepa, koTopasi
KaK TeCTO Bbinupana Ha BOPOTHUK €ro HakpaxmalieHHOW pyballku, — s ogHaxadbl xogun Ha dabpuky.
Ckaxu, Tbl MOXELb HAHATb MeHs Tyaa?

OTKMHYBLWUIMCbL Ha CTyne, mactep cmoTtpen Ha beHnto CaHTOoCa CKBO3b MPUKPbLITbIE BEKW, — Tbl
XuBelb rae-To 3aechb, He Tak nu? Kak Tl Oygewbs gobupatbea o ropoga? o Hero, noxanyn, 6onblue
nATHagUaTM Munb.

— Ha aBTobyce, — 6ypkHyn BeHuto CaHToc, rmsas yKpagkow emy B rnasa.

— Ha aBTobyce! — npespuTenbHO 3axoxoTan MacTep, nNpurnaxmBas TOHKWE, aKKypaTHO
nogpesaHHble yCbl, — Thbl MPEKPACHO 3HaELUb, YTO aBTOOYC OTXOOUT TONbKO TOrAa, KOrga OH MOMHbIA. Thl
HUKOr4a He yeellb paHbLle NoNyaHs.

— Yeny, — oT4yasaHHO Bo3pasun benuto CaHToCc, — ecnu Tbl gawb MHe paboty, s Bceraa byoy
npuesxartb BOBpemsi. A npowy Tebs.

— CJ'IyLLIaVI, — npowunen macrtep, — A HaHnMatlo nboro, KTo MoXxeT py6I/ITb TPOCTHUK, HECMOTPA HU
Ha BO3pacCT, HX Ha OnbIT. Ho s yCTaHaBnMBak UM CpPOK. W 3TO n3BecTHO KaXXaoMy, KTO pa60TaeT Y MeHA
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wecTnaHeBky. Ha 3aBoge n Tak niogen 6onblle, YemM Hago, — MacTep Havan nepebupatb Gymarn Ha
cTorne, — He OTBMnekan MeHs 6onbLue. A 3aHATbIV YEMNOBEK.

BeHnto CaHTOC WarHyn Bo BHYTPEHHWUIA ABOP, CTapasiCb He HAcTynaTb Ha TpaBy, MPOPOCLUYIO MEXAY
kamHen. MenbHUUa B KOHUE ABOpa Bbirnsgena onycteBwen. OH 3Han, 4YTO HUKoraa 6onblue He yBUAUT
AONVHY TaKoWn.

"poMKkui ryaok rpysosuka oTpessun ero. OH GbICTPO LWarHyn B CTOPOHY, NMOAHMMAas pyKy B npocbbe
noasesTu ero B ropod. Ero okytano obnako nbinu.

— 34, BeHuTo, Nponanch NeLwKoM, — KPUKHYI KTO-TO M3 MaLUWHbI.

Mbinb ocena, a OH elle chbilwan KpUkK 1 cmex pabounx Ha rpy3oBuke. Ero nanbLbl caaBunm pykosiTKy
MayeTte. OH HaTaHynN Wnany Ha 6poBK, NPUKPLIB rMasa OT APKOro CoNHua U cnensien ronybusHel Heba.

OH He nowen B ropog no wupokow gopore. bennto CaHTOC Waran no NycTbIHHLIM MOMSM, Y3KON
NbISIbHON TPOMOW, BEAYLLEN K KXKHOM OKpanHe ropoaa, rae Haxoauncs cy6b0oTHUIA OTKPbITbIA PbIHOK.

OH mMeaneHHo Gpen no Tpone, ollyllas B 0gHOM Galimake Ablpy, a B APYroM XJionatoLlylo NoJoLUBY,
MoAHMMAaBLUYIO Mbiflb Nepes HUM. Bpemsi oT BpeMeHW OH OTAbiXan B MPOX/afHON TEHU MaHroBbIX
[AepeBbeB, YOPYYEHHO paccMaTpuBasi MUMONETHble 3eneHble OYepTaHus  Slepul, KoTopble
CTPEeMUTENTbHO HOCUMNCL B3a U BNiepes MeXay KycToB.

Bbino nocneobepeHHoe BpeMs, Korga OH HakoHew, obpancs 4O pbiHKa.

Mnowaap 6ypnuna nogbMu. TOproBLbl, C YXKe OXPUMLLMMK rofiocaMu, pacxsanueany TOBap ¢ TEM Xe
9HTY3Ma3MOM, KaKoOW OHW MPOSIBNSANM U paHOo YTpoM. lNMokynatenu, B OCHOBHOM XEHLUUHbI, 6eccTbigHO
ToproBanuce 3a uUeHy. beHnTo CaHTOC npoxoawmn MMMO NOTKOB MOPTYranbCkux chepmepoB, KOTopble
noMuUNuCh Nop, YBAAaLWMMK OBOLLL@AMUN; MUMO MSICHBIX U PbIOHBIX PSAOB, BOKPYT KOTOPbIX POUIUCH MYXWU,
a wenyaueble cobakm ¢ 6GeCKOHEYHbIM TepreHneM AOXUAANUCh Kyco4ka Msica, ynasLiero Ha 3emnto. OH
ynbIOHYNCS, YBUOEB HAEMHbIX Marbyullek, CTOSBLUMX 3a (PpyKTOBbIMKU noTkamMu. OHWM MOTUXOHbKY
noaknaabIBanu rHunble pyKTbl B GyMaxHble NakeTbl BMECTO TEX, YTO Bbibpan nokynartensb.

OH no3BeHen MOHETaMK B CBOEM KapMaHe, CBOEN LLIECTMOHEBHOW 3apnniaTon, pa3mbllWnss, KynuTb fin
eMy MpPOAYKTOB ANSA >XeHbl AnbTarpauum cerndac Unum HEMHOro Mno3xe, — Mo3XKe, — Ckasdan OH BCIyX.
Mmenacb BO3MOXHOCTb CTOProBaTbCs NMOBbIrOAHEE NOA KOHEL, pacnpoaaxy.

— lMokynaii NpoAyKTbl, NoKa y Tebs elle ecTb AeHbIM, — KPUKHYNa emMy cTapasi XKeHLUuHa, KoTopas
HeMHOro 3Harna ero, — 606bl U pUC He CTaHyT AeLleBre.

— TonbKo >XeHLMHbI XAyT nocneobeneHHOW TOProenu, — noggpasHun ero npoaasel, Aenas
HENPUCTOWHbI XECT CBOMM Ta30M.

Bennto CaHTOC SApPOCTHO oOrnmagen cmewwmecs nuua pasHOCYMKOB nebaHecchl, CTOSABLUMX 3a
BpockMMK NnoTkamMu C peknamon eLleBon oaexabl, MoAeNbHbIX AparoueHHocTen u ayxos. HeB B3gyn
XWnbl Ha ero BUCKaXx, MbllUbl Ha Lee Hanparnnucb. B yme BHOBb BO3HUK YHW3UTENbHLIA UHUMAEHT B
kabuHeTe macTepa. B ywax 3a3seHen npe3putenbHbin CMex paboynx Ha rpysoBuke. MayeTe CBepkHyn B
ero pyke. C orpoMHbIM YCUNIMEM OH NOBEPHYNCS M 3aluaran npoyb.

XonoAHbIv NOT BbICTYNWA Ha Tene. Bo pTy 6bIno cyxo. B xenygke Bo3HMKkNa HenpuaTHas OPOXb, XOTH
OH He BbIn ronoaeH. Hago cenyac xe goctaTb pom, pewnn oH. He goxunaasch npuxoga gomon. Emy 6bin
HY>XEH poM, 4Tobbl paccesTb rHeB, paccesTb ero YHbIHWE, ero NogaBneHHOCTb.

OH LeneycTpeMrneHHO HanpaBuICcs K LEeHTpanbHOMY BbiIXO4y pblHKA, e rPy30BUKA U BbHOYHbIE
0603bl oXupanu pasrpysku npogyktos. OH nepecek ynuuy 1, BoWas B HEGOMbLUON TEMHBIN MarasuH Ha
yrny, Kynun Tpy NonnuTpoBble ByThINKM OELLEBOro poma.

OH cen B TeHu gepeBa, pasrnagbiBad rpysoBuMkM m OCrioB, CTapadACb He ynyCTUTb MOMEHT, Korga
TOProBubl HAYHYT PacxoanTbCA. [oBonbHO B3OXHYB, OH NPUCIIOHUIICA K AepeBY U, CHAB LUIANY, BbITEP
PyKaBOM MOT U Nblflb C USMOXAEHHOIO NnLa.

OTkpblB OYyTbiNKY, OH OMYCTOLWMN €e OAHWM JOnrMM rnoTkoMm. Mano-nomany pom nputynun
HanpsbxeHue B ero Xenyake, ycnokamsasi 605b B HATPYyKEHHOW CNUHe U ycTanbix Horax. OH ynblGHyncs.
CMyTHOe u4yBCTBO Gnarononyuusi 3awymeno B ronose. [a, 3agymancst OH, nydwe cuaeTb 3A0ech,
Hacnaxgasicb poOMOM, YeM WATU LOMOW M cnywaTb HenpepbiBHble Npuaupku AnbTarpauuu. MycTb oOH
HEMHOrO YCMOKOWNCS, HO 3To ByaeT 6orblue, YeM OH CMOXET BbIHECTMU.

CkBo3b ycTanble Beks BenuTo CaHTOC pasrnsagbiBan noaen, cobpaBlUMXCH B Kpyr BO3ne BOPOT
pbiHka. OTO BbiNa Tonna, KoTopas Kaxayl cybboTy npuxoauna cioga u3 bnmkanwnx gepeBeHb duTbes
06 3aknaj Ha neTylwuHbIX 60sX. Ero COHHbIN B3rnag OCTaHOBUIICS Ha OBYX MYyX4MHaX, KOTopble cuaenu
non iepeBoM NpsiMO HanpoTuB Hero. OH COBEPLUEHHO He MHTepecoBarncs NeTYLUHLIMU GOsIMU, OiHAKO
ero BHMMaHWe NPUWBMEKNM [Ba NeTyxa B pykax MyxuduH. OHM OTcKakuBanu, B3neTas U Onyckasicb,
NOMWHYTHO NpUCefast Ha CBOMX KPEMKMX HOrax.

CTpaHHbIM MSTKMM XECTOM MY>XYMHA B3bepoLuni nepbs NTUL U TOMKHYN UX APYr K Apyry, Bo30yxaas
nx 6oesown ayx.
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— OTa nTuua npekpacHo BbIrmaauT, — ckasan beHnTo CaHToC YenoBeky, KOTOpbI AepXKarn TEMHOro
neTyxa C 30JI0TUCTLIMU NEPbAMMU.

— Tak OHO n ecTb, — OXOTHO COrnacuncsa Myx4ymHa, — nocne obena Tbl yBMAMLIbL €€ B NocrnegHen
apake. Jlydqwmx ntuy, 6eperyt ons nocnegHero 6051, — ropao Aob6asun oH, pasrnaxueas nepbs netyxa,
— Tbl MOXeLLb CMeno CTaBuTb Ha Hero. CeroaHs oH 6yaet nobegutenem.

— Tbl yBepeH? — HebpexHo cnpocun benuto CaHTOC, BbIHMMAas Apyrytlo OyTbiNKy U3 CBOEro
BymaxkHoro naketa. OH caenan Aonruin rnoTok, 3aTem npobparncs ckBO3b TOMNY BO30YXAEHHbIX MY>XYWH,
CUASALMX BOKPYr NecoyHomn ambl. OHM OToABUranvcb, He msaasa Ha Hero. WX rnasa 6binv HanpaBneHbl B
LEeHTP apeHsbl, rae NT1ubl CLENUINCL B CMEPTENbHON CXBaTKe.

— Bawwu ctaBkn! [)KeHTNbMeHbI, Balwy CTaBku! — KPUKHYNM MY>KYMHA, U €ro rofloc Ha MUI YCMOKOMI
LUYM TOIMbl, — BalUW CTaBKW Ha NocregHtolo apaky! Ha HacTosiwyto apaky!

MyX4nHa XagHO MEHSINN CBOM IpsidHble BaHKHOTHLI Ha LBETHblEe (PULLKK, KOTOpble 0603Ha4Yann cymmy
CTaBOK.

— Thbl yBEpeH, 4YTO TBOM NeTyX cerofHs Bbiurpaet? — cnpocun bennto CaHToc Bnagensua Nntuusl ©
30M0TUCTBLIMU NEPLAMM.

— OH yBepeH! — BOCKMUKHYI MY>KYMHA, BOCTOPXKEHHO Lienys anbli rpeGeLuok.

— Bovwbca noctaBuTtb Ha kOH, BeHnTo CaHTOC? — cnpocun ero oavH 13 NapHemn, KOTopbii pabotan
C HUM 3Ty Hegeno, — nyylle nan n Kynu egy Ans CBOen CTapyxu, €Cnv He XOYellb CKaHdana CerogHsi
BEYEpPOM, — HacMeLUnMBO 400aBun OH.

Benunto CaHTtoc crpeb dmikm n 6e3 konebaHuin noctaeBnn Bce CBOW 3apaboTaHHbIe AeHbIM Ha neTyxa
¢ 30notucTbiMu nepbsiMu. OH Bepun, YTO yABOWUT CBOW kanuTtan. Torga OH KynWT He TONMbKO pUC, HO U
MSICO, 1 gaxe poM. A MOXeT ObiTb Jaxe XBaTUT AeHer Ha To, YToObl KyNMWUTb CbiHY €ro nepBylo napy
Balumakos.

BeHnTO 3axnecTHyno BOMHEeHWe 3puTenein, oH, Kak U Bce, o4obpuTenbHO 3akpuyan, korga Bragenblb
NMOAHSNN CBOMX NTUL, BbICOKO Hag ronoBamu. OHM cocanu OCTpble, CMepTerbHble LUMOopbl Ha Horax
NeTyxoB, AOKa3blBasi, YTO OHU He oTpaBreHbl. Myx4nMHbl GopMOTanuM YTO-TO NTaCKOBOE CBOMM MTULAM, a
3aTeM Mo KOMaHAe CyabM NOMNOXUIM UX B LIEHTP NECOYHOW SIMbI.

bonubl rHeBHO ornsabiBanu apyr gpyra, HO OT 6os1 noka BO34EepPXXMBaJinCb. Ha Hunx onycTtunm
nneTeHble KneTku. Tonna Kpnyana, BO36y>K,D,eHHO FIO,D,68,D,pVIBaFI Nty Ha Apaky. neTyXVI apoXxanun ot
APOCTHN, X onepeHne non 6pVITbIMVI, HannUTbIMN KPOBbIO LLeAMU, pacnyCcTuUnocCh.

KneTku nogHanu. I'IeTyxm npbIrHynNu Opyr Ha gpyra, ymerno nsberas yOapoB KroBaMu N KpblibAMW. Ho
BCKOp€e OHM cuenuincb B CMePTESTbHOM B3pbiBE OelleHbIX B3MaxoB Kpbliib€B, yOapoB rosioBOM N HOramu.
benble nepbsd NeTyxoB NMNOKpacHesin OT KpoOBU N3 CBOUX PaH U I'J'Iy60KI/IX nope30B Ha Wwedax NPpoOTUBHUKOB.

Bennto CaHTOC MOMYanuBO MOMNWICS 3a NTULLY, HA KOTOPYI OH noctasun. o curHany cyabu us simbl
ybpanu neTyxoB C OTKPbITbIMU KMOBaMU U TsKenbiM AblxaHneM. C HapacTawwen Tpeoron beHuto
CaHTOC cmoTpen Ha BrnafgenbLua NTULbl C 30M0TUCTLIMU KPbINbSMU, KOTOPLIA Ayn Ha paHbl. OH 4YTO-TO
roBOpWI, ycrnokameasi neTyxa.

Mo kKoMaHAe cyabu NTWL BHOBb MOCTaBMNKU B LEHTP Kpyra. Benokpeinas ntuua TyT e coBepLuuna
NpULEnbHbIA MPbBKOK, 3aMyCTUB LUMOPbI B LUE CBOEro MPOTUBHMKA. JIMKYIOWMIA KPUK NeTyxa HapyLuun
6e3moneue 3puteneit. MeTyx ¢ 30M10TUCTBIM ONEPEHNEM YyNnan 3aMepTBo.

BeHnto CaHTOC ropbko ymnblOHynNcs, 3aTeM 3axoxoTas, CTapasiCb caepXaTb CBOW criesbl, — Mo
KpanHen Mepe y MeHsi ocTarncs pom, — npoLlenTan OH, JonMBas OCTaTkM BTOPOM ByThinku. Jpoxalimmm
nanbuamy OoH BblTep NoABOPOAOK W, BbINOA U3 TOMMbI, HAaNpaBWMCs K xonmam. [lycTble TPOCTHUKOBbIE
nons TAHYNUCb BAarnb, CBepKas B APKOM NocrenornygeHHoM conHevyHoM ceeTe. XKenTas nbifib Ha gopore,
nogHsaTas ero 6awmakamu, NpeKpacHbIM 3010TbIM MOPOLLKOM Ocefarna Ha ero pyku.

OH MenneHHo B36upanca Ha KpyTol xonm. Foe Obl HM GbINO OepeBo, OH cBopauuBan ¢ nyTu U
oTAbIXarn B ero TeHW.

OH OTKynopwun nocnegH GYTbIJ'IKy n caenan rnoTok. EMy He XOTeNN0Cb BNOETb CBO XEHY. OH He
BblHOCMN B3rnsiga ee obBUMHSAIOWKMX rna3. beHuTo obBen rnasamu Xosnmbl BOKpYyr cebs, ero B30p
OCTaHOBUIICA Ha 3e/leHOM OTKOCe No Apyryr CTOPOHY OOpPOru. Tam Gbina cbepma reHepana BbiCLUEro
paHra n3 npaBUTENbCTBA.

BeHnto CaHToC rmoTHynN ewwe. POM HanomHWm ero CMyTHOW HaZeXaom.

Bo3amoxHo, emy papyt paboty Ha depme. OH Mor Obl Mogpes3aTb COYHYIO, 3ESIEHYIO JOLIEPHY,
KOoTopas BblpalLmBanach cneyunanbHo anga nowagen. Yept! Y Hero xBatuT ymeHus! lNMogyman oH. beHuTo
CaHtoC — pyOwmK TpocTHMKA. Pe3aTb TPOCTHWMK vnn nouepHy — Kakasa pasHuua. OH MoxeT gaxe
nonpocutb aBaHc. CoBCEM HEMHOTO.

JInwe 661 KynnUTL puca n 6060B.
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OH B36exan Ha XOfnM U Mo HeJAaBHO NMPOJIOXKEHHOW AOpOore HanpaBuIics K reHeparnbckon depme. OH
Obin Tak BO3OYXAEH BO3MOXHOCTBIO MOMy4nTb paboTy, YTO AaXe He 3amMeTun ABYX COnaaTt Y LUMPOKO
OTKPbITbIX BOPOT.

— Tbl aymaelwsb, Kyada ugewb? — OCTaAHOBMM €ro OAWH M3 HUX, YKa3blBasi BUHTOBKOW Ha 3HaK Yy
aoporu, — yutaTb ymeelb? Tebe Henb3ga nepecekatb 3Ty NMUHUIO. ITO YacTHasa gopora.

Y BbeHnuto CaHTOCa C KaxdblM BAOXOM B ropne pocna obuga. OH nepeBoauwn B3rnsg C OQHOMO
congata Ha gpyroro, 3aTem obpaTuncst Ko BTOPOMY, KOTOPbIA MPUCIOHUICA K KPYMHOMY BaslyHY OKOMO
3Haka. OH BbIrNsgen nocraplie M kasanca Gonee ApyxenwobHbIM, — s OTYasiHHO uwy paboty, —
npoLuenTan OH.

ConpaT monua KUBHYIN rosioBOK, €ro rrnasa OCTaHOBWUJSIUCb Ha XXECTKUX YepHbIX BOJIOCax BbeHuTo
CaHroca, KOTOpPbl€ BblJ1€3J1M CKBO3b MOPBAHHYKO COJIOMEHHYIO LunAany. Ero noHoleHHble noaBepHyTbie

Optokn n pyballka LBeTa Xaku BfaXHO NUMAM K ero BbICOKOMY, UCXyAaBLUEMY Teny, — 34eCb Tbl He
nonyynilb paboTbl, — ApPYXentbHO ckasan OH, — BO BCHAKOM Cry4yae, 34eCb HET HMKOro, KTo Mor Gbl
HaHATb Tebs.

— Ho kT0-TO e gormkeH Obln ocTaTbCA € nowaabMu, — HacTtamBan Benuto CaHToc, — A Mor Obl

nomoratb emy. XoTs Gbl Napy 4acoB B A€Hb.
YacoBble nepernaHynuch, a 3aTem, Noxas nnedvamu, NPoKasnmeo YrbIGHYNUCh.

— nonpocu NepmaHa, OH OTBeYaeT 3a nolwlagen, — ckasan My)XYMHa MOMOJIoXe, — BO3MOXHO, OH
nomox<et Tebe.

Ha mur Benuto CaHTocy nokasanocb, 4YTo congaTbl CMelTCca Hag HuMM. Ho OH YyyBCTBOBal cebsi
CITMWLKOM npu3HaTelibHbIM 3a UX 3860Ty 0 HeM. bosicb, 4YTO OHMU MOTyT U3AMEHUTb pelleHne un NnporHatb
€ro, OH nocnewun K Xxomnmy no I'IpFIMOVI MOLLIEHOW gopore.

OH pe3ko OoCTaHOBWIICA nepen reHepanbCKMM AOMOM, HEpPEeLUUTENbHO paccMaTpuBas ABYXITaXKHOE
3gaHne. OHo G6biNo ocnenuTenbHo 6enbiM, C ONWHHBIM GankOHOM Ha MAacCMBHbIX KOMOHHax. Bmecto
TOro, YToObl OKMUKHYTb KOro-HUOYAb, OH HAa LbIMOYKax Noakpancs K OQHOMY U3 OKOH HWDKHero ataxa. OHo
ObINO OTKPLITO W BETEPOK MacKoBO LUEBENUNT aXypHyl0 3aHaBecky. EMy 3axotenocb xoTa Obl OgHUM
rnasoM NMocMOTPETb Ha TOo, YTO Obino BHyTpU. OH cnbiwarn, YTo POCKOLHY0 Mebenb cioga npueBesnu 13
EBponbl.

— Y0 Tbl 34€ech Aenaewb? — rPOMKO KPUKHYM KTO-TO 3a €ro CHOMN.

BagporHys, bennto CaHtoc egga He BblpoHU ByTbinky. OH yOUBAEHHO Ornsgen XXUnmncToro MyXx4nHy
cpegHero Bospacta, ¢ 6enokypbiMy, TLaTenbHO NOACTPWKEHHbIMU BOflocaMmu. JTO HasepHoe [epmaH,
KOTOPOro congatbl COBETOBanv noBuAaTtb, Nogyman OH, 3arnsabiBas B 6ECNOKONHbIE rnasa MYXYUHbI.
OHu Bbinu rony6sl, kak He6o, 1 CBUMPENO CUANM Nog HaBncLWMMKU 6poBAMN.

— [Jan mHe paboty, — nonpocun bennto CaHToC, — Kakyo yrogHo paboTy, — MyxumHa nogoilen
nobnuxe k beHnto CaHToCy M yrpoxaroLle B3rnsHyn Ha Hero, — Kak Tbl NOCMeN NPUITK cloda, NbAHuua?
— Mpe3puTenbHO 3akpuyan oH, — ybupancsa npoyb, Noka s He cnycTun Ha Tebs cobak.

Barnag benuto CaHToca OPOrHysn, BeKM HEeNnpou3BOJibHO 3aTpeneTtarnu. OH YyBCTBOBaIl cebs, Kak
HUWKMN. OH He BbIHOCUIT NPOCUTb O MUJTOCTU. OH Bcerga Obis1 YECTHbIM TPYXEHUKOM. Ero asbik oTsxkenen,

— XOTsa Obl Ha Napy 4acoB, — OH NPOTSHYN CBOK PYKY Tak, YTOObl MyX4YMHA MOr BUAETb TPELLMHbI U
MO30MM Ha €ero nafoHW, — si XOpowun paboTHMK. A pyOLmMK TPOCTHUKA. A Mory pesaTtb TpaBy Ans
nowagen.

— Mowen npoyb, — 3akpu4yan FepmaH, — Tbl MbsiH.
*kk
BennTo CaHToc MeaneHHo Gpen no gopore, Bofioya KOHeL, MayeTe Mo 3emrie.

MyTb ka3ancs anvHHee, 4em OObIYHO, MPOTArMBasACL BAasb, CIOBHO HAPOYHO NbITasACb 3aaepXaTb ero
npuxod gomon. Emy xotenock ¢ keM-H1byab NOroBOpPUTL.

MOHOTOHHOE Xy*#okaHne HacekoMbIX Co34aBarno YyBCTBO elle 6orbluero oaMHo4YecTBa.

OH wen BOOMb Cyxoro oBpara kK cBoew navyre. Ha Mur oH octaHOBWIICS, rMYyOOKO BAbIXas BEYEPHIOK
CBEXeCTb 1 MO3BOSIMB TaCKOBOMY BETEPKY OCTYAUTb €ro NoKpacHesLLEee NNLO.

CyTynsiCb, OH BOLLEN B XWXMHY. 34eCb He BbINO OKOH, NWLIb OTBEPCTUS Cnepeaun 1 c3agn, KoTopble OH
3aKpblBasl Ha HOYb KyCKaMu KapToHa, MOANUpas ux nankamu.

BHyTpu cTosina yaywnueas xapa. Ero pasgpaxanu 3BykM TPYLUMXCS O AepeBO BEPEBOK ramaka u
HepoBHOe AbixaHvne Anbtarpaumn. OH 3Har, YTO oHa KunuT oT rHeBa. OH obepHyrcs, B3rMsHyB Ha CbiHa,
cnswero Ha 3emne. Ero npukpbiBanu rpsasHble NOXMOTbSA, KOTOPbIE €4Ba 3akpbiBanu ManeHbKyl rpyab.
Benuto CaHTOC HE MOr BCMOMHUTb, BbINo nn pebeHky ABa roga unm Tpu.

AﬂbTanaLl,I/IFl Bblyie3na n3 ramaka, ee B3rnda yCTpeMuricAa K NakeTy B ero pykax. OHa onyctunacb
nepeg HMM Ha KoneHu 1 cnpocuina pe3kum, BUIrNMBbIM rojflocomMm: — rge ena? beHnto?
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— Korpa s npuwen Tyga, pbHOK yXKe 3akpbincs, — npobopmoTtan benuto CaHTtoc, nepengsa ot
OETCKOM KpoBaTu B yron navyru. Kpenko cxumas B pyke OymakHbI nakeT, oH gobasun: — MHe kaxeTcs,
y Hac ellle ocTanocb HemHoro 60608 u puca.

— Tbl NpekpacHo 3Haellb, YTO Y HAC HUYEro HeT, — ckasana AnbTarpauus, nelTasCb CXBaTUTb NakeT,
— y Tebsi XBaTUNO BPEMEHU, YTOObLI HANUTLCS, — €€ NULO C XXEeNTOBaTOW, OBBUCLLEN KOXEN MOKpaCHENOo.
BeanuBlumnecs, o6bl4HO Be3XKM3HEHHbIE rMa3a 3acBepKanu B rHEBE U OTHASIHUN.

OH scHO no4vyBCTBOBan yckopeHHoe GueHne ee cepgua. Emy He 6bino nepen Hewn onpasgaHus. OH
HU4Yero He Mor 06 bACHUTL EN.

— 3aTKHWCb, XeHLMHa, — KPUKHYN oH. OH gocTtan GyThlIKy poMa U BbINWM OCTaTku, HE NepeBoas
AblXaHne, — BCH HOYb A1 paboTan, pybs TpocTHMK. S ycTan, — oH Gpocun nycTyio GYThINKY B OTBEpCTUE
XVKMHbI, — Ccelyac s Xo4y HEMHOIO TULLMHbI U NMOKOS. A He MO3BOJIt0, YTODbI XKEHLLMHa Kpuyarna Ha MeHsl.

3abepun pebeHka n ybuparcsa otcioga Ko BCeM YepTsiM.

AnbTarpauusa cxeaTuna ero 3a pyky, Npexae YeM OH OMyCTUICS Ha OETCKYt KpoBaTKy, — Aall MHe
aeHer. A cama kynnto eny. PebeHok xouyeT eCcTb, — OHa BbIBEpPHYyNa ero kapmMaH, — rae AeHbrn? —
NoBTOpPSiNa OHa B CMATEHMM, HEMOHMMAIOLLE pa3rnaabiBas ero, — Tbl HE NOMy4Mn CerogHsl 3apaboTok?
He mor >xe Tbl nNponuTb BCe AEHbMN, MOMyYeHHble 3a LWeCTb AHEeW, — HEeMNpPUCTOMHO pyrasicb, OHa
BLEMMMacb €My B BOJIOChI U 3aKONOTUIIA CXXaTbIMM Kyriakamu no ero CrnvHe u rpyau.

OH nouyscTBOBan cebs NbsiHbIM, HO HE OT poMa, a oT belleHcTBa 1 6e3HaaexHocTu. [MNpobneck yxaca
MEnbKHYN B €e rnasax, koraa OH MOoAHsN CBoOW MadeTe. Ee Kpuk HanonHwn BO34yX, 3aTeM HacTynuna
TMwmrHa. OH B3rMsHYN Ha ee pacnpocTepTylo uUrypy, Ha ee CnyTaHHYK KOMHY BOMOC, HAMOKLUYK OT
KpOBW.

KTto-To gepran ero 3a wraHbl. ManeHbkuiA CbiH BLEMNWICA B €ro HOry C TakoW CUIION, YTO emy
nogymanocb ctpawHoe. OH HMKOrAa He CMOXeT ocBoboauTbCcs OT ero obbatui. OpepXumbli
HEOOBACHMMBIM CTpaxoMm, OH nonpoboBan ocBoboAWTbL €ro xBaTKy, HO HWYero He Bbiwmo. [nasa
pebeHka, HanpaBneHHble Ha MaTb, 6biny TeMHbI, a rnyboko B HMX BylieBano Bce To xe obBuHeHue. Nog
HeymonumbiM B30poM pebeHka y Hero 3actydyarno B BuCkax. B cnenom HencTtoBcTBe OH NOAHAN MadveTe
elle pas.

Hwvkoraa B XXM3HU OH He 4YyBCTBOBaJ1 TakOro My4nTesibHOro oanHo4ecTBa.

Hukorpa npexpge y Hero He 6bino Takoro sicHoro yma. CrioBHO COBCeEM W3 [pyron XusHu, Gonee
MHOFO3HA4YUTENBHOW — XM3HW C BbICOKOW LIENbi0 — OH BrMsiAbIBaniCA cemyac B Kowmap, KOTOpbIM CTano
ero cywectsoBaHve. OH HaMOYNI HECKONbKO TPSMOK B CTOSIBLUEN NMOOMM30CTU KAHUCTPE C KEPOCUMHOM U
MOXKET CBO XVDKUHY.

OH 6exan, ckonbko Mor, 3atem octaHoBurcst. OH HENOABWKHO paccmaTpuBan ONyCTOLUEHHbIE NONS Y
NOAHOXMS XONMa 1 Aanekue ropbl. o yTpam y 3Tux rop UBeT Hagexabl. 3a HUMu Mope. OH Hukoraa He
Buaen Mops. OH TONbKO Cribilwar, YTO OHO OFPOMHO.

Bernnto CaHTOC mogoxaan, noka ropbl, XONMbl U AEPEBbS HE NMPEBPATUNUCL B TEHU. T€HU, CMOBHO
BOCMOMUHaHMS o0 getctBe. OH 4yBCTBOBAs, YTO CHOBa LIAraeT CO CBOEW MaTepbk MO Y3KUM yovkam
OEPEBYLLUKN Cpean TOMNMbl BEPYIOLLMX 3a KAaKOW-TO NPOLECCUEn B CyMepKax, CoO CBe4YaMu, MUrarowmumm B
TeMHOTe, — cBATas Mapusi, matepb 60Xbs, MONMMCh 3@ HALLMX FPELLUHMKOB Cenvac 1 B 4ac UX CMepTH.

AMVHb, — €ro rosioc, NoAxXBaYeHHbI BETPOM, ThbICAYbI) MarleHbKUX 3BYKOB OKyTan Xonwmbl. OH
CbEeXWrcs OT cTpaxa W BHOBb MoHeccs B gukom Oere. OH Gexan o Tex Mop, Noka He npepBanoch
AbixaHve. OH 4yyBcTBOBan cebs BTOMTaHHbIM B MArkytd 3emnio. NMoyBa nmornowiana ero, ycrnokamBana
cBoen 4vepHoton. M BeHnto CaHTOC 3Han, 4YTo 3TO nocrnegHUn AeHb ero 6ecnonesHon xmsHu. OH
HaKoHeL, yMpeT.

OH OTKpbIN rMasa Ha 3BYK XeHckoro nrava. 3To 6Gblfl HOYHOW Gpur3, NOCBUCTLIBAKOLLMIA BOKPYr HErO.
Kak oH xoTen octaTbcs HaBceraa B aToi TbMe! Ho oH 3Han, YTo Tenepb HUYTO He J0CTaHeTCs eMy Nerko.
OH BCTar, NogHsN CBOM MayeTe U 3alaran no gopore, Kotopasi Bena Kk ropam. SCHbIN CBET CTpywurics ¢
HeGec. OH CTpYWIICA BOKPYT HEro, OH Aenarn Bo3ayX TOHbLUEe U ferye Ans AblXaHus.

OH wen B HUKyAa. Hun Ha 4To He msAas. Y Hero He ObINo HUKaKNUX 3MOLWIA.
BbiNo TONbLKO CMYTHOE OLLYLLIEHME, CMYTHAsA Hadexaa Ha TO, YTO OH MOXET YBUAETb Mope.

18.

— Mpuwno Bpems ye3axkaTb, — cka3ana MHe KaHgenspus, — Tbl He JormkHa paboTtaTb Mo
BOCKpPECEHbSIM, — OHa CMyCTuNa B TyaneT MOW 3anucaHHble NEHTHI.

B aTo Bpemsi Ha KyxHIo Boluna aoHba Mepcegec. OHa Haxmypunacb, 3aMeTuB, YTO S elle B CBOEM
Xanarte, — rno4YemMy Tbl He rOToBa? — CNpocuna oHa MeHs.

54



— 4 3Haw, nodyemy, — Bmewwanacb KaHgensipusa. Ee ronoc 6bin niobonbITHO MArKMM, a B rnasax
cBepKanu LwarnoBnmBble O6recTkn, — OHa He Xo4eT bornblue 3abupaTtb Kokockl y bennto CaHtoca. OHa
OowuTtcs ero.

Mpexae Yem s ycrnena onpoBeprHyTb ee 06BNHEHWE, OHA BbILLa N3 KOMHATbI.

— 3970 npaega, Mysus? — cnpocuna goHbs Mepcegec, Hanueas cebe B valwky kode, — A He
3aMevarna paHblue, YTO Tbl UMEeLLb K HEMY KaKylo-TO HeMpUs3Hb.

A 3aBepuna ee, YTo He umeto. OOHAKO S HUYEro He Morna nogenatb C OllyLleHWeMm, 4Yto BeHuTo
CaHTOC NOCTYNUI1 CO CBOEM eHoW U peBeHKOM YKaCcHO MepP3KO.

— He cmoTpu Ha ero UCTopuMIo C NO3MLMKM MOpanu 1 crpaBeanmMBocTi, — nepebuna oHa MeHsl, — 3TO
NCTOPUS O IPOCTHOM, OTYaSIBLLIEMCS YEITOBEKE.

A 3anpoTtecTtoBara, TaK Kak Obina FJ'Iy60KO npoTUB TOrO, 4YTOObI paccmMmaTpumBaTtb €ro ToJibKo camMmoro no
cebe. A noyutn NCTEePUNYHO 3arosopuna 00 oT4yasiHMM 1 6e3HaOEXHOCTU KEHLLMHbI U peGeHKa.

— bBpocb 310, My3usi, — oOHa TKHyna MeHsl CBOMM nanbLUemM B pydb OKOMo Kiouuubl. MHe
MoKa3arnocb, YTO OHa TOJIKHYIa MEHS )KeNne3HbIM HaKOHEYHMKOM, — He [aBali CBOEMY JIOXKHOMY YyBCTBY
pacnopsikatecsl coboit. He Oyab Mysueli, koTopasi npvexana W3 JdanbHWX CcTpaH uckaTb 3[ecb
HegocTaTky; NycTb Apyrue obwxkatotcs Ha beHnto CaHToca M Ha Npomax, KOTopbIi A NbITalCh NokasaTtb
Tebe. 5 xouy noacTaBuTb TeOS B TEHb TeX NOAEN, KOTOPbIX s BbiGpana Ans Toro, YTobbl OHW pacckasanu
Tebe cBOM UCTOPUN.

MCTOpMﬂ nocnegHero pnHs OecnonesHon >xu3HM bBbeHuTo CaHTOca nogBoAUT wUTOT BCeEMY e€ro
cywecTsoBaHuio. A nonpocuina ero pacckasaTb Tebe Bce pgeTanu, KakMe OH BCMOMHUT. A Takke
3acTtaBuna T1ebs yBMAETb €ro KOKOCOBYH poLly y MOpA, 4yTOObI Thl MOIMa NpPoOBEPUTb, KaK NOBEPHYIIOCb
KOneco cny4yas.

MHe 6bino TpyaHo 06bsAcHMTL AoHbe Mepcedec Mom 4yBCTBa, HE MCMOMb3ys MOParbHbIX KaTeropun.
A He TOMnbKO He xOTena, HO U He Morna nNoMoyb B 3ToM cebe. OHa ogapuna MeHs BCe MoHMMaroLen
YNblOKOM.

— LleHHOCTb ero nctopmm, — BHe3anHO Ckasana OHa, — 3aKni4vaeTcs B TOM, YTO OH 6e3 kakon-nmbo
NOAroTOBKM co3aan ans cebs 3BeHO; OH NMOBEPHYI KOMNECOo Cry4as.

Begbma ckasana Obl, UTO MHOrQa 0QHO-eANHCTBEHHOE OENCTBME MOXET CcOo34aTh Takoe 3BEHO.

HoHbs Mepcenec npuynogHsinacb Co CTyna, Ha KOTOPOM cuAena u, B3siB TBEPAO MO pyKy, nowuna u3s
KYXHW B CBOIO KOMHaTY.

Y ABepen OHa oCTaHOBWMACh U B3rMsiHyNa Ha MmeHs,, — 6eHnto CaHToCc ybrn CBOO XEHY M CbiHa. JTO
AeNCcTBMe MOBEPHYNO KOMEeCco crny4vas; HO TO, YTO 3acTaBWMO €ro okas3aTbCa TaMm, rge OH cenyac
HaxoauTcs — BbINO ero XxenaHue yBuaeTb MOpe.

OH pomkeH 6bin pacckasaTtb Tebe, 4YTo 3TO ObINIO CMYTHO€ 4yBCTBO, CMYTHOE XeJlaHue, HO OHO Oblno
€ANHCTBEHHON BeELLbIO, KOTOPYKD OH uMMesn nocrie coBepleHna NOoCTyrnkKa, npodABMBLUETOCA B TakOM
Hacunmm n d.)I/IHaJ'Ie. |_|03TOMy XXenaHue 3axBaTuro ero 1 noBero.

Bot no4yemMy OH OCTaeTCA BEPHbIM 3TOMY XXeJlaHuo, OHO cnacsio ero. OH niobut Mope. OH npuesxaet
KO MHe ansl Toro, 4tobbl 1 nomorna €My COXpPaHUTb ero HenokonebuMbIN KypC.

A Mory caenatb 3To, Tbl e 3Haewb. Mbl MOXeM co3gaBaTb CBOM COOCTBEHHblE 3BE€HbSI OQHUM-
eANHCTBEHHbIM gericTtBnemM. OHO He 0Bg3aTenbHO AOMKHO ObiTh TAKMM OTHASHHbLIM U HACUIbCTBEHHbIM,
kak noctynok beHuto CaHToca, HO OHO MOXeT cTaTb nocrnegHum. Ecnu 3a aTum geincteuem criegyeT
)KenaHue OrpoMHOW cwfbl, Mbl MHOraa, Nofo6Ho BeHnto CaHTocy, MOXeM ObiTb BbIHECEHbI 32 OCHOBBI
Moparnu.

YacTth naras.

19.

Hactynun Beydep. [loHba Mepcegec n S BbIWAWM M3 OMa M NOLWM nNo ynuue K gomy Jleona YupuHo.
Mbl HETOPONNMBO MPOXOOAUNN MMMO CTapbiX KOMOHMANbHbIX AOMOB BOMM3M PbIHOYHOW nfowaau,
3arnsgbiBasi B OTKPbITble OkHAa. B koMHaTax Oblno TeMHO, 1 BCe e Mbl MOIfM Pas3nnuuTb TEHWU CTapbiX
XKEHLUVWH, KoTopble nepebupann 6yCMHKM YeTOK, YiTasd cBou 6€3MONBHbIE MOMNUTBBI.

Mbl BbIlWAW Ha nnowadb W OTAOXHYNM HA CKaMbe B OKPYXEHUW CTapMKOB, CUMOSALMX Ha rpybbix
AEPEBSHHbIX CTYNbaX. Mbl cMaenu ¢ HAMKU, OXuaas, Korga COSHLEe McYe3HEeT 3a XonMamu U BedepHUi
Opu13 oxnaguT BO3OyX.
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JleoH YMpurHO Xunn Ha gpyron CTOPOHe ropoda Yy MNOAHOXMS XOSiMa, YCEeSAHHOro XwKuHamu. Ero gom,
CAENaHHbIN U3 HEeOLUTYKaTYpPEHHbIX LeMEHTHbIX B610KOB, MMen 6onbLIon ABOP U OblNT OKPYKEH BbICOKON
CTEHOWN.

ManeHbkas aepeBdaHHaA Karnntka B CTEHE Obina OTKpbITa, TakK XXe Kak 1 nepeaHAAa OABepb. bes CTyKa n
OKITMKa Mbl MpoLunn 4yepes 60]'IbLIJyI-O FTOCTUHYIO N HanpasuIiiMCb NpAMO B 3a4HKOK 4aCTb NaTuno, KOTopas
Oblna npeBpaLleHa B MaCcTePCKYHO.

B cBeTe oguHokon namnoukn JleoH YumpuHo wnudoBan kycok aepea. OH caoenan LWMPOKUIA XKecCT,
npurnaLlas Hac NpUcecTb Ha Ckamblo Heganeko oT ero paboyero crtona.

— 4 porapgancs, BpeMsa cobupaTbcsl, — cKasan OH, OTPSAXMBas ONMUIKU CO CBOMX Kyp4yaBbIX BOJOC U
ofexabl.

£ BonpocuTensbHO B3rnsiHyna Ha AoHb0 Mepceaec, HO OHa NPOCTO KMBHYMa ronoBon. TanHCTBEHHbIN
OroHek 6necHyn B ee rnasax, korga oHa obepHynach k JleoHy YupuHo. Hu crnosa He roBopsi, OHa BcTana
1 MOLUfa No KOpPUAOPY B 3a[HIOK YacTb NaTmo.

A nocneposana 3a Hen, HO JleoH YnprMHO pe3ko OCTaHOBUN MeHsl, — Tebe nyylle NonTn co MHON, —
CKa3all OH, BblKIn4agd CBeT. OH CNOHYN CKBO3b 3y6b|, MEeTKO nonas B LlBeTOLIHbIVI ropLuo4ex B yrny.

— Kyna nowna aoHba Mepceaec? — cnpocuna 1.

OH HeTepnenueo noxarn nredyamu u NnoBen MeHa B MPOTUBOMOMOXHOM HanpaBneHnn K y3KON HULLE,
KOTOpas OTAensana roCTMHy OT KyXHU. Y OOHOM U3 CTEH HEBOMbLUOW KOHTOPKWN CTOsiNa MuHsHasa nocyaa
C NPOLEXEHHOW BOAOW, OKOMNO APYron — XONOAUMbHUK.

— Xoyellb 0AHY? — OH yKa3san Ha ByTbIfKy ¢ nencw.

He poxmaasacb moero oTeeTa, OH OTKpblJ1 €€ n He6pe)KHO nobaBun: — O0OHbA Mepcep,ec yBep4dna, 4To
curap 6y,u,eT AO0CTaTO4HO.

— 3peck bygeT ceaHc? — cnpocuna s, NPUHMMAas OT Hero ByTbINKy.

JleoH YunpuHo BKNOUMN CBET B FOCTUHOM M MPOLLEN K BbICOKOMY OKHY, Bbixogdwemy Ha ynuuy. OH
AocTarn AepeBSHHbIN WMTOK U BCTaBUI €ro B OKOHHYK pamy. 3aTteM orfsHyncsa yepes nneyo. Ero rmasa
onectrenn. OpgHa pyka nornaxuBana nogboponok. Ero ynbibka, cnerka nepekoweHHasi, Gbina
AbSABONbCKON.

— 3pecb 6e3ycrnoBHO 4TO-TO OyAeT, — ckasan OH.

MoTtarmBas nencu, A cena Ha kyweTtky y okHa. OTcyTtcTBue Mebenu genano KOMHaTy ropasgo
bonbluen, yem oHa Gbina Ha camom Adene. Kpome KyweTku, 30ecb Obin elle BbICOKUN LWiKad, HabUTbIv
KHUramu, CHUMKamu, byTbinkamu, 6aHkamm, Yawkamm u cTakaHamu. Y CTeH psaamun CTOSNM CTynbs.

Yto-TO Hepa3bopumeo npolenTas, JIeoH YMpUMHO BLIKMOYMIT CBET U 3aXKer CBEYU, KOTOPbIN CTOANM Ha
BbIpe3aHHbIX NMOooYkax nog obpasamm CBATbIX, UHOENCKUX BOXAEN M YepHbIX NnaepoB. CTeHbl KOMHaTbI
ObInM BbIKpaLLEHbl OXPON, — 51 XO4Y, YTOObI Tbl cugena 3gecb, — MONPOCUIT OH, NOCTaBMB ABa CTyna B
LLeHTP KOMHAaTbI.

— A Ha koTopom?

— Ha no6oM, koTopblii Tbl NpeanoYTellb, — LWMPOKO YNblGasicb, OH OTCTErHYN MOW PyYHble Yacbl U1
cnpsiTan Mx B KapMaH, 3aTeM rnogollen K wWkady W BbiHYn oTTyaa HeGonblyto 6aHky. OHa Gbina
HarnonoBuHy HamonHeHa pTyTblo. B ero TeMHbIX pykax OHa Ka3anocb TUraHTCKUM 3paykoM >KUBOTO
yygoBuLa.

— 5 TaK NoHAN, YTO Thl BMOSIHE ONEPUBLLMIACA MeAUYM, — cka3arn OH, MONoXNB BaHKy Ha MOU KOMNeHMU,
— PTYTb YAEPXUT Ayxa OT MNpUTsShkeHWs k Tebe. Mbl He XOTuUM, 4ToGbl OH npubnmkancsa k Tebe. 3T1o
CNULLKOM onacHo Anist Tebsi, — OH NOAMUIHYI M HaZen Ha Moo LWeto cepebpsiHoe oxepernbe ¢ Medanbto
AeBbl, — 3Ta Mefarb rapaHTMpyeT NOKPOBUTENbCTBO, — 3aBEPUIT OH MEHS.

MpPVKpbLIB rMasa, OH CMOXWI CBOW PYKU B MOMUTBE. 3aKOHYMB €e, OH Mpeaynpeaun MeHsi, YTo HeT
cnocoba y3HaTb, Yeit Ayx NoCeTUT Hac BO BPEMS ceaHca, — CMOTPU He YPOHU GaHKy, M HU B KOEM cryyae
He CHMMal oxepernbe, — NpPeaocTeper OH, yCTaHaBNMBas B KPYr CTYMbsA B LeHTpe komHaTbl. OH noracun
BCE CBeuu, OCTaBMB TONMbKO OAHY, Ty, YTO ropena nog o6pasom 3Ona Herpo Muryans — sHameHWUTOro
nuaepa YepHbIX, KOTOpbI noBen paboB Ha nepBoe BoccTaHue B Bedecyane. JleoH YumpuHo npouen
HeBOoMbLUY0 MONUTBY M MONYa NMOKUHYI KOMHATY.

Korga oH BepHyncsl, cBeva no4ytu goropena. MocoBeToBaB MHE CMOTPETbL TOSBKO HA GaHKy, OH cen
pagomM co MHoW. He B cunax npeogonetb MOGOMLITCTBO, S BCE € HECKOSIbKO pa3 OCMOTpenach,
ocobeHHOo Koraa ycrbllana Larvm BXoaslmx B KoMHaTy noden U ckpun cTynbes. B HesicHoM cBeTe 51 He
Morna pasrnageTb oTAeNbHbIX NnL,.

Mepcegnec lNepanbTa Gbina nocneaHen, KTo Bowwen B koMHaTy. OHa CHAna cBedy ¢ Morku 1 pasgana
camopernbHble curapbl, — HU C KEM He pas3roBapvBal HW OO, HW MOCMe ceaHca, — npollenTtana oHa B
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MO€e yX0, NOgHOCH MuratoLlee nnamsi K Moen curape, — HUKTO, Kpome JleoHa YUnpuHO, He 3HaeT, YTo Thl
Meguym. Meamymbl O4eHb YSA3BUMBbI.

OHa cena HanpoTMB MeHs. A 3akpbina rnasa, packypmbas curapy Tak, Kak genana 9To HeoQHOKpaTHO
B naTtno aoHbn Mepcegec. A Tak yrnybunacb B 370 4ENCTBUE, YTO NOTEPSASa CHET BPEMEHU. TUXUIN CTOH
pasgancs n3 gbIMHOM TEMHOTbI. 1 OTKpbINa rnasa u yBuaena XXeHLunHy, koTopass maTepmanusoBanach B
LleHTpe Kpyra 13 cTynbeB. 31O Obina TymaHHas durypa. KpacHoBaTbIn CBET MeASIEHHO pacnpoCTpaHAncs
Mo Hen, NoKa OHa He 3anbifana OrHEHHbIM BUXPEM.

MaHepa, B kOTOpO/ OHa Bena cebs, ee ogexga — 4YepHasi obka n Gnysa — 3HAKOMbIA HaKMOH
rornosbl HABOK — BCE 3TO 3aCTaBMIIO MEHsi nogymaTb, YTO nepeno MHow crtosna Mepcegec lMepanbTa.
OpHako 4yeM gornblue 51 3a Hel Habnogana, TeM MeHbLue bbina yBepeHa B 3TOM.

MeHs1 3auHTepecoBaro 3T0 HeOOBbSACHNMOE BUAEHME, KOTOpoe S yXKe Habnodana ogHaxabl. S B3ana
B pyks GaHKy C pTyTbl0 M BCTama co cTyna. Ho »eHwwuHa crana npospayHoil. A ocTaHOBMINAacCh,
npukoBaHHas K MecTy. B ee npo3payHoOCT He BbiNo HMYero nyratowlero. A NPocTo NpuHsna, YTo CKBO3b
Hee MOXHO BUAETb.

HeoxungaHHO >keHuwmHa pacnnacrtanacb He 3eMne TEMHOWN que|7|. Ceet BHYTPU Hee norac. A
NMOJIHOCTbIO MOHANA, YTO 3TO HE MNMpu3pak, Koraa oHa BbiTaliuia niaTtok U BbiICMOpKanachb.

YcTtaB, A onyctunacb Ha cBow cTyn. JleoH YupuHo, cnaswmi cnesa, NOATONKHYN MEHS MOKTEM,
nokasblBas Ha LEHTP KOMHaTbl. Tam B Kpyry CTynbeB, FAe TOMbKO YTO Haxoaunacb npu3padHas
XeHLWWHa, cTosAna crapyxa, Mo-BMaMMOMy, MHocTpaHka. OHa npucTanbHO CMOTpena Ha MeHs, ee
ronybble rnasa 6binv WNPOKO OTKPbITbI, OHW Myranv 1 NPMBOAMNN MeHs B 3ameluatenscTeo. Ee ronosa
AepHynack B3ad, NoTom Bneped. Ho npexae YyeMm y MeHs MOSABUMOCH Kakoe-nMbo YyBCTBO OTHOCUTESBHO
BMOEHMS, OHO yracno. He oyeHb GbICTPO OHa pacTBopunach B BO3a4yXe.

B komHaTe Obino Tak TUXO, 4YTO £ nogymana Ha MUI O TOM, 4YTO BCe YyLINu. A NOTUXOHbKY
ocMoTpenachb. Bce, uto 9 yBunagena, ObINIO  OrHSAMMU curap. Ho 310 ObinuM He Te curapbl, KOTOpble
pa3gaBarnia OOHbA Mepcep,ec, nogymana . Korga s HaknoHunacb Bnepea, 4YTOObI npumeiiedb K cebe
BHUMaHue JleoHa l-'|I/Ipl/IHO, KTO-TO MOJIOXWUIT PYKY Ha MOe€ MnJie4yo.

— [JoHba Mepcegec, — BOCKNMKHYNa £, y3HaB ee MPUKOCHOBeHMe. Bce elle cknoHue romnosy, A
XJana, 4To oHa ckaxeT MHe yTo-To. Ho oHa monyana. A ocMoTpenach ewe pas. Hukoro Bokpyr He Bbino.
£ 6bina ogHa B KomHaTe. Bce yxe ywnu. VMcnyraBwmcb, 8 Bckounna u bpocunacb K ABEPU, HO MEHS
octaHoBwun JleoH YnpuHo.

— Oyx ®pugel MNepuor 6poanT BOKpYr, — cKasan OH, — OHa ymMepna Ha CTyrneHsX 3TOoro Xxonva.

OH nopowen K OKHY U OTKpPbIJ1T AepeBAHHYK0 NaHerlb. CnoBHo npu3pavyHoe sungeHune, abim 3a6ypnvu'|,
BbIXOOA U3 KOMHaTbl U paCTBOPAACL B HOYHOM BO3yXe.

JleoH YnpuHo obepHyncsa ko MHe 1 BHOBb NnoBTOopwn, Yto ®puaa Mepuor ymepna Ha CTyneHsiX 9Toro
xonma. OH npoLuerncs no KoMHaTe, TWaTenbHO NPoBePsis 3aTEMHEHHbIE YrIbl; BO3MOXHO, OH Aymarn, YTo
B KOMHaTe KTO-TO crpsiTarcsi.

— ®puga Nepuor — 310 Ta cTapyxa, KOTopyto s BUagena? — cnpocun si, — Tbl TOXe Buaen ee?

OH KMBHYN, 3aTeM elle pas npollenTan, 4to ee Ayx 6poaut Bokpyr. OH Heckonbko pa3 o6Tep no6
pyKoWi, 6yaTo NbiTasicb M3GaBUTb cebs OT MbICITM UKW, BO3MOXHO, obpasa ycTpallatoLlein cTapyxu.

TuwnHa B KOMHaTe cTarna HeBbIHOCUMOW, — 51 Nydlle JOrOHI0 AOHbI0 Mepceaec, — TUXO ckasana si u
OTKpbiNa ABepb.

— [logoxan! — JleoH YumpuHo Gpocunca Bneped u cxBaTui MeHs 3a pyky. OH CHSAM C MeHs
cepebpsiHoe oxepernbe M B3sn M3 MOEN pyku BaHKy C pTyTblo, — BO BPEMsi CeaHca XPOHOMOrmyeckoe
BpeMs npekpallaeTcs, — npowenTan OH MeasfieHHO U ycTano, — CnMpuTyanbHOe BpeMsi — 3TO BpeMs
paBHOBECUS, 3TO N HE OENCTBUTENBHOCTb, N HE COH. HO 9TO Bpemsi CyLlecTByeT B MPOCTPAHCTBE, — OH
HaMekHyr, 4To A 6bina oTbpoleHa B coBbITUE, KOTOPOE NPOM3OLLIO MHOrO NeT Hasad, — npoLunoe —
3TO He MnocnegoBaTenbHOCTb COObITUIA BO BPEMEHW, — MpoJosKan OH, — CEerogHsWHUA AeHb MOXeT
cTaTb AHEM BYepallHUM Unu cobblTemM OaBHO MUHYBLLMX NET, — OH 3acTerHyn Ha MoeM 3ansacTbe 4achl,
— HO nydylwe He roBOpuUTb O TakMx Bewax. To, YTO Crny4vaeTcs, SABNAeTCA HeonpeaeneHHbiM U
HeynoBMMbIM, U €ro Henb3s 0603HaYNTb CroBaMW.

A xoTena npucoeguHUTbCS K AOHbe Mepcegec v paBHOAYLHO corfawanack ¢ HUM. Ho, kaxetcs,
JleoH YupuHo peliunn gepxatb MeHsi B cBoeM gome. OH BHOBb U BHOBb noBTopsin, 4to ®puaa Mepuor
yMepra Ha XoriMe npsiMo 3a ero JOMOM.

— A Buaena, kak Mepcegec lNepanbTa cTana npo3payHon, — nepebuna 4 ero.
—— Tbl 97O TOXE BUaen?

OH B3rMAHyN Ha MeHA TakK, CJI0BHO He oXxuaarn, 4To 4 3agaM eMy BOnpoc. Ho B CJ'Ie,EI.yIOLIJ,VIVI MOMEHT
OH paccmMedncd, — OHa XoTena owelioMUTb Tebsi, — ckasan OH, HanuBasiCb ropgocTtbo, — OHa
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OesynpeyHbIn Meanym, — crerka ynol6asicb, OH MPUKPbLIN YTOMIIEHHbIE rnasa, No-BUAUMOMY, CMaKys
Kakoe-To becLieHHoe BuaeHue.

A NOTOM OH MSArko BbITOJTIKHYIN ME€HA Ha ynuuy 1 6e3 crnoe 3aKpblJ1 3a MHOW OBepb.

Ha cekyHay s onewwmna u octaHoBunacb y asepeii JleoHa YupuHo. A 3Hama, YTo noTepsina cyet
BPEMEHM B TEYEHME CeaHca, HO BCe e He oXuaarna, YTo HOYb MpoLusia M YTO HouYbto Wen Aoxab. OaHako
YK€ paccBeno, a Ha TpoTyape GnecTenu nyxu.

oe-To ganeko 3akpuyan nonyran. A ornsigenacb. Yepes gopory, CrOBHO TeHb, Mo 3BKaNMNTOM y
LieMEHTHbIX CTyNneHewn, BegyLmx Ha xonw, ctosina Mepcegec lNepanbTta. A nogbexana K Hel.

MpeaBuas moun BOMNPOCHI, OHA KOCHyNnacb Moux ryb nanbLamu, 3aTeM HU3KO COrHynacb M nogHsana
HebOoNbLUYID CBEXECNOMaHHYK BETBb, NexaBly Ha 3emne. OHa 6bina MOKPOM OT HOYHOrO OOXAS.
JoHba Mepcenec BCTpsxHyna ee; apoMaTt 3BKanunta, 3akfyYeHHbIA B COTHE kanenb, obpyluimncs Ha
MOIO rosioBy.

— Hawm nyJwe yntn, — ckasana oHa, HO NOBena MeHsl He JOMOM, a Ha XONM.
B Bo3ayxe cTosin 3anax rHuiooLwero KoBbINg. Bokpyr Hac He 6bIno Hu gywin.

Jlayuyrmu Ha xonwme Bbirnagenu 6poweHHbiMyu. OT LWIMPOKMX CTYMEHEW, Kak OT CTBOMa, BETBUIOChb
MHOXECTBO TPOMNUHOK. Mbl CBEPHYNM Ha OAHY M3 HUX U BCKOPE OCTAHOBUMAWUCH NEpPes XenTbiM JOMUKOM,
MOKPbITBIM NINCTaMu PUNEHON XecTu.

MepenHss ABepb OTKpbiBanacb MpsMO B CnanbHIO. Y3Kas onpsiTHas nocTenb CTosna B cepeauvHe
KOMHaTbl. Ha CTynmbsAX CTOANW 39K30TUYECKME TOPLUKM C FOXMaTbiMW nanopoTHukamu. [log noTonkom
Bucenu 6bambykoBble KNeTkn ¢ kaHapenkamu. Ha koBaHbIX Kptokax, BOMTbIX B CTeHbI, BonTanuce 6proku,
XKakeTbl U HaKpaxMarneHHble pybarLuku.

UN3-3a APKO OKanJeHHOVI 3aHaBEeCKW, KOTOpyH 4 cnepsa ownboYHO npuHaAna 3a HacCTeHHoe
YKpalleHue, Bbillesl My>X41Ha.

— OdppanH CaHpgoBanb! — BOCKIMKHYNA f1, TOps KenaHWeM y3HaTb, YTO JenaeT 3[4ecb YerloBek, B
naBKe KOTOPOro s MoKynaw cBoW GrOKHOTbI M KapaHZaluun. S XOpOoLUO 3Hana ero W ero XeHy-HeMmky, y
KOTOPOI peyb M MaHepbl Gbinu Gonee BeHECYanbCKMMU, YeM Y Koro-nnGo. BmecTe ¢ ABymMsi goyepbmu
OHM XUMW Ha MNoLWaan Hag Mara3vHOM KaHLENsSPCKMX U paavoTeneBU3MOHHbIX TOBapOB, KOTOPbLIM OH
Bragen.

EMy Obino COpPOK, HO Jerkoe crnoxeHne U TOHKMe 4epTbl niuba HaMHOro monoaunun ero. Packocble
TEeMHbIE [J1a3a, 06paMﬂeHHbIe ONMVNHHBIMW peCHUMUaMN, APKO CUAnNn. Kak Bcerga, ero ogexpga Obina
6e3yKOpI/I3HeHHOl7I; HO 3TUM YTPOM OH BeCb nponax AbiIMOM curap.

— Bbl 6bInn Ha ceaHce? — cnpocuna st ero HeJoBEP4MBO.
Mpwxas naney k rydam, oH NpMrnacun Hac NPUMCcecTb Ha KpoBaThb.

— £ cenvac BepHycb, — noobeLlan oH 1 nc4es 3a 3aHaBecko. Bckope oH BepHyncs, Aepxa B pykax
B6amOByKoBbIV NOOHOC C €40K, Tapenkamu n npubopamu.

OH B35 cBOGOAHLIN TabypeT, NOCTaBWM Ha HEro MOAHOC U MbIHBLIMU ABWKEHUSIMW MeTpaoTens
o6cnyxmn Hac YepHbiMM 606amu, pUCom, MM3aHrOM, OCTPbLIM LLUMHKOBAHHBLIM MSICOM U KOde.

B HepBHOM OxuaaHWM A nepeBoauna B3rna4 ¢ ogHoro 6noda Ha Apyroe, nNpeaBKyllas obcyxaeHne
CNUPUTUYECKON BCTPEYM, — MY3Wsi CKOPO NOMNHET oT NbonkiTcTBa, — cooblimna aoHbs Mepcegec, ee
rmasa [bsiBONIbCKN CBEPKHYNMU, — OHa XO4YeT 3HaTb, NMoYeMy Thl XMBELWb 3[ecb, korga y Tebs ectb
crnaBHasi KBapTvMpa Hag TBOMM Mara3vHom B ropoge. MHe Obl xoTenock, 4YTobbl Thbl pacckasan ewn,
noyemy.

— Tbl 3TOro xovewsb? — 6e3pas3nuyHo cnpocun AdpanH CaHgoean. [oegast nocnegHne 606bl, OH
MeaJIeHHO XeBarn HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, 3aTEM BCTasl, NOAOLIEN K OKHY U OTKpbIN ero. BarnsHys Ha 6negHoe
npegpaccBeTHoe HeGO, OH NOBEPHYICS U OCMOTPESNT MEHSl, — HABEPHOE, Y TeDSA eCcTb Kakas-To npuynHa
TOMY, YTOObI y3HATb HEYTO 000 MHEe? — o6aBuN OH BOMPOCUTENbHLIM TOHOM.

— [a, aTo Tak, — oTBeTUNa AoHbA Mepceaec, — MO3TOMY, HE CMYLUalCcs, KorAa oHa NpuUaeT B TBOW
MarasvH My4uTb Te6S TBOEWN CTOPUEN.

OdpanH CangoBanb pobKo yrbIGHYNCH, HAKIOHUB CBOW TabypeT, 1 NPUCIIOHUIICS K cTeHe. Ero B3rnsag
onyxpan no komHaTte. B ero rmasax 6b1510 CTONLKO MyOUHBI, YTO Ka3anocb, OyaTo OH 3abbin 0 Hawwem
NPUCYTCTBUN.

— Ho kakolt cMmbicn pacckasblBaTb el 9T0? — HaKOHeL, CNPOCUN OH, He rMaaa Ha AoHbo Mepcepgec,
— 3TO HUYeM He npumevatenbHas uctopus. Ckopee gaxe 6aHanbHas.

— B Hen ecTb cmbicn, — ckasana oHa, — My3us cenvac BbICNylInBaeT pa3Hble UCTOPUN. TBos
MHTEpEeCHa TeM, 4YTO Tbl HUKOrga He genan HUYero npoTmB TOro, 4To AOJ1HKHO 6bIno CNy4YnTbCA. Thl NpoCTO
ObIn 30€Cb, NONOXUBLUNCH Ha BbICLUWIA nopAAoK.
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— W Bce Xe 51 He BWXY, Kak ucrtopusa ®puabl epuor moxet nomoyb Mysum, — HactamBan OdpauH
CaHpoBarnb.

— 3710 yxe ee 3aboTa, — cyxo ckaszana Mepcegec lNepanbta. OHa BCTana ¢ KpoBaTU U NomaHuna
MeH$ 3a coboi.

Sq)pale CanpoBarb, KaxeTcs, XoTen BO3pa3nTb €, HO BMECTO 3TOro n1ulb KUBHYN rosioBon, — Kak
Tbl YK€ 3Haellb, Yy MeHA €CTb OonbLion oM B ropoge, — CkKasall OH, noBopa4ynBasdaCb KO MHe. OH obGBen

pyKowm BOKpyr cebs, — 1 BCe Xe s MHOrAa XuBY 34ecb. VIMEHHO 34eCb A MOry OWyTWUTb NPUCYTCTBUE
®puabl epuor, TOW, KTO HEBONBHO Aan MHe BCe, YTO 9 MMe, — OH MOAOLUEN K OKHY, HO npexae 4yem
3aKpbiTb €ro, Kak-TO HeonpedeneHHo B3rnsHyn Ha OoHblo Mepcegec: — Thbl dallb MHE CErogHs
ouneHmne?

— KoHe4Ho, — 3acmesinacb oHa, — He p,ymaﬁ o MySVII/I. OHa yXe Bunaena, Kak 4 genar 3710.

OdppanH CaHposanb cekyHay konebancs, 3aTem, No-BUMAMMOMY, UCMYraBLUUCh, YTO €My, BO3MOXHO,
He XBaTUT BpEMEeHU, ObICTPO CHAN NUXaK 1 Ner NLOM BHU3 Ha NOCTEnb.

Mepcegec lNepanbTa BbiTalwmna M3 KapMaHa ManeHbkylo OyTbinouky, 6enbin nnaTtok, ABe CBeYu U
ase curapbl. OHa TWaTenbHO pasfnoxuna ux Ha Momny y KpoBaTw, 3aTem 3axrna OAHY U3 CBeyYew,
packypuna curapy v rnyboko 3atsHynacb. CrnioBa 3aknvHaHWi, OKyTaHHble AbIMOM, BblpbiBANnChL U3 ee
pTa Cc kaxablM BblgoxoM. 3mas ynbibka npobexana no ee nuvuy; oHa nogHsana 6Genbii NNatok u
MarneHbkylo ByTbINOYKy, HANOMOBMHY HamNOMHEHHYI0 MUKCTYPOM M3 apoOMaTHOW BOAbl M HawaTbips. OHa
06MNbHO CMOYMa NNaToK U CROXWUa ero B naeanbHbIA KBagpar.

BLI,OXHI/I! — MNpuKasana oHa M OoAHUM 6bICprIM M TOYHbIM OBMXEeHMeM nogHecna nnaTtok K HOCYy
OdpanHa CaHpgoBans.

BeccBsis3HO 60pMOoYya, OH HECKOMNbKO pa3 M3OrHYNCs B TLETHON NonbiTke cecTb. Criesbl NoKaTUnmch no
€ro wekam, ero rybbl B BOfTHEHUWN CKPUBUNNCE B HanpacHon mMonbbe. [loHbst Mepceaec yaepxuana ero
Ha MecTe COBepLUEHHO 6e3 ycunuin, NpoCcTo yBENuuMBasl AaBneHne CBOEN Pyku Ha ero Hoc. Bckope oH
oTkasanca ot 6opbbbl, cnoxuB pykn Ha rpyan. COBEpLUEHHO W3HYPEHHbIN, OH fexan TUXOo |
HEenoaBWXHO.

HoHba Mepcepaec 3axrna BTopylo curapy. Tuxo wenya MonuTBY, oHa nonpocuna ayx MaHca Mepuora
3awmnTnTh AcbpanHa CaHgosans. MMocnegHne HECKONbKO 3aTsKek OblMa OHa BAyna B CBOW YalleykoMn
CNOXKEHHbIE PYKM, a 3aTeM MpoBesa nanbuaMm Mo ero Ny, CIIoKEHHbIM PyKam WU Horam.

Ycnbliwae CTpaHHbIN 3BYK, s1 Ucnyranach 1 ornsHynacb. KoMHaTy HanomnHsn AabiMm, U M3 3TOro TymaHa
nosiBunacb gurypa, He Ooree 4eMm TeHb UNKU BOMHa AblMa, KOTOpas, Kas3anocb, napwna psigoM C
KpoBaTblO.

my6okun coH AdpavHa CaHpoBansd npepbiBancs rpOMKMM Xpanom U 3aknuvHaHuamu. Mepcegec
MepanbTa BCTana, Cnoxurna BCe CBOU BELLM M OKYPKU CUrap B CBOM KapMaH, 3aTeM NOBEPHYNACb K OKHY
W OTKpbIa ero. Yka3zaB cBOMM NogbopoAKOM Ha ABEPb, OHA MpuKkasana MHe criefoBaTth 3a HEW.

— C HuMm BygeT Bce B nopsigke? — cnpocuna s, korga Mbl BbIlWW. S HAKOr4a He NpUcyTcTBOBana Ha
Takown KOPOTKOW BCTpeYe.

OH Takke XOpoLl, Kak U B Apyrne rogbl, — 3aBepuna oHa MeHs, — Kaxabin rog OdppanH CaHgosBanb
NPUXOAMT Ha TaKyl CMUPUTMYECKYHO BCTpeYy, — OHa obBena pykoun BOKpyr cebsi, — 3aecb 6poanT gyx
®puabl Mepuor. AdppaniH BEPUT, YTO OHA NPUHeEcra emy cdacTbe. BoT novemy OH OepXUT 3Ty XUXKUHY, B
TO BPEMS KaK ero ceMbs XMBET B ropofe. JTO, KOHEYHO, HE TaK, HO ero Bepa HUKOMY He BpeauT.

PaKkTM4eCKN OHa NPUHOCUT eMy ObrervyeHue.

— Ho kTo Takasa ®puga Nepuor? — cnpocuna g, — u k1o Takom MaHc Nepuor?
Tbl eLLle nonpocuna ero Ayx NOKPoBMTENbLCTBOBaTL AdpaniHy.

[oHbs Mepceaec 3axana MHe poT, — My3us, UMeW TepneHune, — ckasana oHa.

— OdpanH co BpemeHem pacckaxeT Tebe 06 aTom. A xe [obaBnio Tonbko ogHo. Ans ddpanHa
Koneco cny4dasi 6b1n0 noBepHyTo He ®pugon Mepuor. [la, oHa Gbina NnpuunHon. Ho caenan 3To Npu3pak.
Mpwuspak NaHca Nepuora.

HoHbs Mepcepec Tsbkeno onepnacb Ha MeHs. Mbl MefneHHO cnyckanucb C XosnimMa, — CKopen Obl
[obpaTbcsa 0O MOEero ramaka, — NpoLUenTana oHa, — s yMUpal OT YCTanocTH.

Bosicb, UTO KTO-TO MOXET MOAMEHUTb UIM [axe yKpacTb ero monen, AdpauvH BbiTaWW €ro Ha
TPOTyap 1 3aKaTui B NPUXOXYI HOBOIO OBYX3TAXXHOro A0Ma, KOTOPbIA NpuUHagniexan ero xossmke ®puge
epuor.

duHKa 1 ee pebeHOoK, KOTOpPble KTUMNCh B HWKHUX KOMHaTax, obmkKeHHO cmoTpenu Ha Hero. OHwu
cumTanu Npuxoxyr ceoen BepaHgon. OH M3BMHUTENBHO NoXarn nnevyaMmy U NogHANCa no CTyrneHbkam B
anaptameHTbl Ppuapbl epuor.
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OH pabotan Ha lepuoroe ewe nogpoctkom. CHavana Ha [aHca lepuora, KOTOpbIA U Kynui emy
monen. Bpewmsi, koTopoe AdbpanH paboTan Ha Hero, NposfeTesno Tak ObICTPO, YTO OH JaXe He 3aMeTun
ero. EmMy HpaBunacb paboTa Ha ntuuedepme, rae oH Obin U NOMOLLHMKOM, U KypbepoM. Ho Gonblue
BCEro €ro npuverekana apucTokpaTUYHOCTb XO03AWHA, €ro Benu4yaiee 4yBCTBO toMopa. MHoraa
OdpanHy kasanocb, YTO OH He paboTaeT, a, mMpuxoas Ha Ccnyx0y, KaxAbll AeHb MnonydYaeT Ypok
NCKYCCTBa XOPOLLEN XKN3HM.

C rogamu oH cTarn ckopee NpMeMHbIM CbIHOM Unu yyeHukoMm aHca epuora, Yem ero cryxalumm, — s
Aymaro, 4to Tbl, JOdpanH, — TOBOpPWUT OH €My, — YerloBeK MOero ckrnaga noTpeGHocTel, B
onpeaerieHHoM BO3pacTe, KOHEYHO.

MaHc lepuor npuexan n3 epmaHMM neped BOWHOMWM, HO WCKan He cyacTbA WM AEHer, a cKopee
yaoBneTBopeHusi. OH OYeHb MO3AHO XeHunca n cyutan bpak, a Tem 6onee OTUOBCTBO, MOpasbHOMN
HeobxoamMMocTblo. OH Ha3bIBan MX yrnpaBnsemMbiMU BUaamMu pas.

Korga ¢ HuM cnyuuncsa yaap, OdpaviH yxaxusan 3a HUM AeHb M Houb. [[aHC 'epuor He Mor Hu4ero
roBOpUTb, HO MpeKpacHo obwanca ¢ AdpanHom ¢ NOoMoLLblo rna3. B ceBown nocnegHuii myur oH caenan
6e3ymHoOe ycunme ckasaTb YTO-TO OdpavHy — HO He cmor. Toraa oH noxan nnedamu n paccmesncs. U
ymep.

Celvyac OdpaunH paboTtan Ha BOOBY, NpaBaAa, He Tak OXOTHO U, KOHEYHO, HE C TEM YOOBOJSIbCTBUEM.
OHa npogana nTuuedepMy, HaNnoMMHAaBLLYH, KaKk OHa roOBOpuWna, ee cynpyra, HO npoJorkana gepxarb
OdpavHa Ha cnyxbe, Tak Kak OH OblN1 QUHCTBEHHBIM, KTO 3Har, kak €34uTb Ha Monezae.

3ameTuB, YTO ABepb B anaptameHTbl Ppuabl Fepuor NpUoTKpbITa, OH TONMYKOM, 6e3 cTyka, OTKpbIN ee
1 BOLLIEN B KPOLLEYHYH NEpPEeaHIot, KoTopasi Befla B FOCTUHYIO.

KomHaTty, 3aBaneHHyt0o mebenbio ¢ 6exeBor 0OMBKOW, OTAENAN OT CTONOBON NPEKPACHbIN POSifb.
OCTeKMNEeHHbIN KHWXKHBIN WKad CTOAN psSaoM C OFPOMHBIM KaMWHOM, KoTopbin ®puaa Mepuor pasxurana
pas3 B roa Ha poxgecTso EBbl.

OdparH oToLIen Ha HECKOMbKO LLAaroB Tak, 4Tobbl Mor BuaeTb cebsi B MO30SI0YEHHOM 3epkane Ha
KamMuHHOW gocke. Emy Obino aBaguath neT, HO ManeHbKOe CyxoBaToe Tero U ManbyumLleckoe, He3peroe,
6e3bopogoe nuuo genanu ero ewe monoxe. OH cTapaTenbHO npuyecan CBOW BbIOLIMECH BOJIOCHI,
nonpasun rancTyk U HagyLeHHbIi HOCOBOW MnaToK B HarpyaHOM kapMaHe. begHocTb — 37O ewe He
npuymMHa ns Toro, 4YToObl BbIMMA4ETb HEOMPSATHBIM, NOAyMan OH M, Ornsa4blBasiCb, OCMOTPEN MUAXaK
c3aau, pacnpaBnsis CKnagkm U MOPLUMHBI.

Beceno HacBuCTbIBasi, OH Nepecek KOMHATY U BbILIEN Ha LUMPOKUIA BarnkoH.

[ekopaTuBHble ManbMbl, OPXMOEN, BbICOKME MAMOPOTHUKMA UM MNTUYbW KNETKM MOYTK ckpbiBann ®puay
lepuor. MNonHas M conMMAOHO CrOXeHHas, oHa cuaena 3a 6enbiM NMUCbMEHHbIM YYryHHbIM CTOSIOM C
TSHKENon MaToBOW CTEKIIAHHON KPbILLKOMW.

— A xpy Tebsa ¢ 4eBATN YacoB, — Cka3aria OHa BMECTO NPUBETCTBUS.

CepanToe BbIpaXeHUMEe ee [na3 YCUNMBArocb fMH3aMW TOJCTbIX POrOBbIX OYKOB, YrpoXaroLue
CNYyLLEHHbIX Ha ee OPJINHBINA HOC.

— Hy uT0 3a kpacota! Kakon npoxnagon ObllUT 3TO UCTMHHOEe Hebo! — BocknukHyn JdpaviH
BOCTOPXEHHbIM TOHOM. OH 3Harm, YTO BOCXBanss ee MCKYCCTBEHHble MXyHrnu, ®puay epuor Bcerga
MOXHO BEPHYTb B XOPOLLEE PACMONOXEHUE AyXa, — Aaxe B NONAeHb BalLW KAHAPEWKU MOKOT KakK aHrensol,
— nogpaxasi KpuKy NTuL, OH CHAM NUAXaK 1 akKypaTHO MNOBECUIT €70 Ha CMMHKY CTyna.

— JlagHo, XBaTUT O NTUYKaX, — CBapJsinBO CKasalla OHa, NpuKa3aB eMy CeCTb BO3Jie cebsa, — A nnavy
Tebe xanoBaHue n Xouy, 4yTOObI Thl ObIN 34€Chb BCe BpemMA.

— MeHs 3agepxanu Hawwm GyayLine KNMeHTbl, — BaXXHO BO3Pasusl OH.

OHa nocmoTpena Ha Hero ¢ COMHeHWeM U BblTepra Kanenbku noTa BbIWWTLIM MaTKOM C BepxHeWn
rybbl n n6a, — Tbl NPUHSAN Bce 3akasbl? — OHa He Jdana eMy BO3MOXHOCTU OTBETUTb, MOATOSIKHYB
HECKOIbKO Bernbix KOpoboyek, — NpoBepb 3TO, — NPOoBOpYasa oHa.

He CMyLLaACb ee NioxXxnm HacTtpoeHnem, OH Beceso coobLWwmn en, 4To 3akasbl B CYLWHOCTHU HanucaHbl
W nognucaHbl. 3aTemM OH Mo4YTU GraroroBeniHO OTKPbIJ1 OOHY K3 Kopo6oqe|< N NOYTUTESIbHO OCMOTpPEnN
ﬂOKprTbIVI cepe6p0M Ha6op LLAPUKOBbLIX py4eK, YNOXEeHHbIX Ha TEMHO-CUHIOKO BENbBETOBYO NOAKMNAOKY.
OH OTKPbIJT OOHY PY4YKY, OTBUHTUIT KONMNA40K N aKKypaTHO npoBepurn HebonbLLOoM HpﬂMoyFOHbeIIZ KyCOK
MeTanna ¢ pe3vHoBbIM OTTUCKOM. 9710 Oblna nevaTb. 3Ty onepaunio OH NOBTOPWUIT CO BCEMUN pydKaMU,
nocne 4ero TwartesnbHO npoBepwus NpaBuUiibHOCTb HaNMcaHuA cpamvmvm a agpeca nokynartend.

— Ckonbko pa3 Tebe NoBTOpPATb — Ha pyykax He JOJKHO ObiTb OTMEYaTKOB NasnbLeB, — 3aTpeLyana
®pupa epuor, BbIXBAaTUB aBTOPYYKY M3 ero pyk. OHa obTepna ee cBOMM nNnaTtkoM M onycTuna B
KOpobouKy, — cenvac e 3aBepHu ux!

OH Bpocun Ha Hee HeppyXenobHbIA B3rMs4, — Bbl XOTUTE, YTODObI S Hakneun Ha HUX agpeca? —
CMpOCUI OH, 3aKOHYMB 3aBOpPaYMBaTh MOCEOHIO KOPOOKY.
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— [a, coenait aTo, — OHa [ana eMy LWeCcTb aKKypaTHO OTne4vaTaHHbIX Hakneek U3 HeGonbLIoro
MeTannmMyeckoro AWuka, — nocTapaics HakneuTb UX POBHO.

— YT10? — pasgpaxeHHO Nepecrnpocun OH, HE paccrbiliaB CroB, KOTOpble OHa ckasana. Ee akueHT,
00bIYHO egBa 3aMeTHbIl7I, CTaHOBUIICA HEBBIHOCUMbIM, KOraa OHa Oblna B rHeBe unu cTpaxe.

dpuaa Mepuor MeaneHHo MOBTOPWIIA, YETKO MPOM3HOCS KaXOoe CHOBO: — Haknei BCe Yronku
3TUKETOK POBHO, — OHa B3rJIsiHyNa Ha Hero u gobaBuna: — s Xouy, YToObl 3TUKETKM ObINM NPUKIEEHbI
Kpenko.

— Ecnu 6bl B3rNnsgoM MoXHO 6bi10 yomBaTh, s1 6bin Obl yoke MepTB, — NpoLLenTarn oH, NogHumas obe
PYKV Hag rofioBoi B NPUTBOPHOM >XecTe MyKW. 3aTeM OH ovapoBaTenbHO ynblGHyrcs en n obpyran ee
CKOpPOroBOPKOM.

— Yro Tbl cKazan? — crnpocuna oHa. Ee akueHT Obin Tak cuneH, 4To crnoea nony4yanncb HEBHATHbIMU.

— A ckasan, 4To Yy MeHs1 HET CTOJNIbKO BPEMEHU, YTobbl caenaTb Bce, YTO BaM XO4eTCsl, — OH ocnabun
CBOW rancTyk B ronybyt MOSOCKY U paccTerHyrn BOPOTHUYOK XECTKO HakpaxmaneHHou pybaluku, 3atem
JocTtan u3 gumka crona TiobUK ¢ Kneem u BblgaBun no HebomnbLIOW Kanne Ha Kaxaykl aTukeTky. OH
TWAaTenbHO MNOAPOBHAN PE3NHOBYKD Hacagky CO BCeX CTOPOH WM Hakneun STUKETKU Ha akkypaTHO
3aBepHYTbIE NAKETHI.

— Xopoulo caenaHo, dgpaniH, — HaMek Ha 0foGpeHNe MrHOBEHWE Urpan Ha NMofHOM, PYMSIHOM nue
®puabl Mepuor. OHa HUKOrAa He yaMBRsinack TOW akKypaTHOCTW, C KOTOPOWM OH MPUKNeNBar HaKMemkn Kak
pa3s nocepeanHe Kopobok.

OHa He morna NPU3HaTb, YTO KTO-TO MOXET AenaTb 3TO Ny4lle ee camoWn.

OKpbINEHHbIN ee KOMMMMEHTOM, OH PEeLUW CPOCUTbL O py4ke, KOTOPYH OHa obelana emy. XoTs
IOHOLLA Y»Ke OCTaBWil Hadexay Koraa-Hnbyab NonyyYnTb YTO-TO OT HEe, OH TEM He MeHee HarmoMuHan en
00 3TOM Npu NEPBOV BO3MOXHOCTM.

Kaxabln pa3 y Hee Bbinv pasnuyHbie OTFOBOPKW, YTOOLI He BbIMOMHMTL CBOE obellaHne, — Korga xe
Bbl JaANTE MHE aBTOPYYKY? — MOBTOPUIT OH BbICOKUM, HACTONYMBbLIM FONTIOCOM.

dpupaa Mepuor monya NocMoTperna Ha Hero, 3aTeM MoABuHymna CTyn Gvke K CTONy U onyctuna Ha
Hero cBOW NOKTW, — S He roBopuna Tebe paHblle O TPYAHOCTSAX, KOTopble S MMeto, YToGbl yoeauTb
bvpMy HanpaBnsiTb TOProBOE CyOHO B 3Ty MECTHOCTb? [1a Thbl U He MoiiMellb, YTO ObITb B MOEM BO3pacTe
(oHa HMKOrOa He roBopwna, CKOMbKO eii NeT) U OblTb KEHLWMHOW — 3TO OrPOMHbIA HegoCTaToK, — OHa
nomon4ana cekyHay, a 3atem ropdo Aobasuna: — U TO, YTO S Tak XOPOLIO MPOoAalo aBTOPYYKM, elle He
03HavaeT, YTo A AOMKHA UX KOMY-TO AapuThb.

— OpHa aBTOpy4Ka He pas3opuT Bac, — HacTavsan AdpauH.

— TBos pyuykal TBosi pydka! 310 BCe, 0 UeM Tbl AyMaellb? — ee rofioc Apoxan oT HerogoBaHuda. OHa
npubnusnna ceoe nNuuo K Hemy. Ee rmasa ceepnvnu ero HemuratoLMm B30OPOM.

OH oLwenomneHHo CMOTpEN B ee rony6b|e rnasa, B KOTOPbIX 6YLIJeBaJ'I OroHb 6€3yMl/IFI.

BoaMOXHO, 3ameTuB, 4YTO 3awfa CrAULKOM Aarneko, (Dpl/lﬂ,a I'epu,or notynuna B30p. Ee nuuo
CMAM4YnNoChb. HDOCMTeﬂbeIM TOHOM OHa npogoJrkKana roBoputb o cBoen YBEPEHHOCTN B TOM, YTO BMECTE
OHU CMOTYT NpoAaThb TbiICAYN aBTOPY4EK.

OHun 6yayT npogaBaTh MX HE TOMbKO B ropode M B OKPECTHbIX OEPEBHSX, HO U MO BCEW CTpaHe, —

Oyab Tepnenue, 3dpaviH, — ymMonsana oHa, CKIMOHACb K HEeMy, — KOorga Aeno nonget B ropy, mMbl oba
Oyaem 6orayamn! — OHa pe3Ko OTKMHyNacb Ha CTyn M NackoBO MpoBena PyKoW MO MareHbKoW cepow
KopoOke.

— Ho MHe HyxHa TOonbKo pydvka, Tbl MOHUMAaellb, cTapas WAMOTKA, TOMbKO pyyka, — OTYasAHHO

npowenTan SdpauH.

d)pwp,a Fepu,or He cnblwana ero. OHa COHHO CMOTpelyla Ha CBOU MTUYbU KIE€TKU TPYCTHbIM
MedTaTesibHbIM B3rnaa0M.

— 4 paboTato kak nowagb, — ckasan 3gpauH rpoOMKO U ICHO, — A He TOMbKO JOCTaBMNsA0 TOBap, s
HaxoXXy MoKynaTenein Ha Ballu pyyYku, — OH UrHOPUPOBAn ee MomnbITKy NepebuTb ero, — a Bbl HE XOTUTE
[laTb MHE OZHY PYUKY.

— # He 6yay roBopuTb, KaKk HEXOPOLUO Tbl MOCTyNaelb, — Kamnpu3HO ckasana oHa, — s U3 cun
BblIGUBaOCh, MblTasicb BOonbuts Tebe 10, 4TO Havyano nboro 6mu3Heca TpebyeT Kaknx-TO XepTB, — OHa
BbllWNa Ha 6ankoH, — O4YeHb CKOpO st AaM Tebe He TONbKO PY4YKY U KOMUCCUOHHbIE, S caenat Tebs
napTHeEpPOM, — OHa OCTaHOBMNACb Nepej HUM, — s AenoBas xeHwuHa. Mpeactasb, 3TU pyyku ByayT B
KaxaoM [oMe Mo Bcel cTpaHe. JdpavH, Mbl NPoAauM KX KaXOOMy rpamMOTHOMY 4YerioBeky B STOM
rocynapcrBe.
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OHa oToLwna OT Hero M onepriacb Ha nepwrna, — B3MMSHA Ha 3TW XONMbI! — KPWKHyNa oHa, —
MOCMOTPM Ha 3TU XMKMHbI! — B3MaxoM pyku, OT KOTOPOro 3aTpeneTasny LUMPOKME pykaBa ee xarnaTta, oHa
onucarna naHopamy nepeg coboil.

Ynblbka 3acusina Ha ee rybax, oHa noBepHynacb K Hemy, — nogyman 06 3Tux nayyrax Ha Xonmax.
Kakvne BoamoxHocTu! Mbl npogaanm pydku BCEM, KTO MOXET nucaTtb. A Te, KTO He MOryT, BMECTO TOro,
4YTOObI CTaBUTb KPECTUK KaKObl pa3, Koraa MM HYyXXHO Moanucatb AOKYMeHT, byayT wTamnoBaTb CBOE
nonHoe nms Ha nbon bymare, roe HeobxoaMMa MX NOAMUCb, — OHa 3axrionana B Nagown B AETCKOM
BOCTOpPre W, NpPUCEB BO3Me HEro, CyHyna pyky B KapMaH, — 3TO, — YTBEpPAUTENbHO MPOM3HEecna OHa,
[OCTaBasi CBOK MO30MIOMEHHYK PYYKy, — uaeanbHOe pelleHne Bcex npobnem! — oHa OCTOPOXHO
OTBMHTWMA KOMMA4oK W, HakaB HeOOMNbLUOW BbICTYM Ha KOHLle aBTOPY4YKM, MpoluTemneneBana Kaxgbln
nakeT, a 3aTeM ropgo npouyna cBoe MMsi U agpec, KoTopble BMUI oTneyYaTanicb ononeToBbiMu GykBamu,
— COTHW NoJew XMBYT B 9TUX XKMHAX. M 9 3Ha0, YTO OHM BCE 3aXOTAT Takme pyykn, — OHa KOCHYMachb
ero pyku, — adpaunH, C cerogHswHero AHa A 6yay nnatutb Tebe KOMUCCMOHHbIE 3a Kaxaylo PY4Ky,
npoaaHHyto Tobo Ha 3TUX XONMax.

— OHu He KYMAT HU OAHOW. OTO MM He 1o cpencrtesam, — HanoMHuI OH en CapKaCTn4eCKu.

— 4 cpenatw TO, Yero He genana HuKorga npexae, — HanbllWeHHO MnpoBo3rnacuna oHa, — A
Mo3BOMK MM MOKynaTb aBTOPYYKM B KPeaUT, — OHa onycTuna C pacCesHHbIM BUOOM HECKOMbKO
aBTOpPYy4YEK — BKIIHOYAsi CBOKO 30J10TYHO PYYKY — B KOXaHbIN paHeL, ddpanHa, — a cernyac MoXeLlb ATK.

OH HepoBepUYMBO NOCMOTPEN Ha Hee. Heyxenu oHa He 3aMeTuna CBOK OLIMOKY?
FOHowwa 6ecneyHo B3 CBOW paHeL, — yBMAUMCS 3aBTpa, — Ckasan OH.

— Ho T1ebe Hago aoctaBuTb BCEro LUECTb py4vek, — HanoMHWNa oHa eMy, — s XAy Tebs K nstu
YacaMm. 3a 3Tu py4KM YyKe 3annaTtunu, u Tebe He NpUaeTCs XaaTb AEHer.

— Cenvac cepeguHa gHs, — 3anpoTectoBan OdpanH, — HeyXenu Bbl XOTUTe, YTOObI 8 Tackancs no
atomy nekny? Kpome Toro, MHe Hago cHayana noobegatb. VI MHE HyXHbl A€HbIM Ha TPAHCMOPTHbIE
pacxofpbl, — 3aMeTVB ee MpadHoe NNLO, OH MNOACHWM: — MHe HYyXeH 6eH3uH ans monega.

OHa pana €My HEMHOIro Meriodn, — He 3a6yp,b CNpoCnTb KBUTAHUMKO Ha 3anpaBKe, — CKa3aJla OHa,
CBMpPENO NOCMOTPEB HA HEro 4epes3 O4KN.

Ero nepegepHyno oT HedoBONbCTBa, — CKymnas uguotka. JTOr0 He XBaTWT Aaxe Ha To, 4Tobbl
HanonHUTb 6ak, — ckasan oH BbICTPOV CKOPOrOBOPKOMW.

— Yro TbI Cenvac ckasan MmHe? — kpukHyna ®puga epuor.

— 3a 3Tn aeHbrn Hemnb3s HanonHWTb 0ak, — ckasan OH, ccbinas MOHEeTbl B KapmMaH. OH BblHYI
pac4ecky u, He 06pau.|,aﬂ BHMMaHNA Ha €e HeJOoBOJ1IbHOE JnNLUoOo, np06e>Kan €0 No CBOMM HeNnocC/yLWHbIM
YEepHbIM BOJ10CaM.

— Bcero YeTblpe agpeca, 1 BCe OHU psigoM, — ybexzana oHa, — He Hafo Aaxe e3auTb Ha Mornege.
£ cama X0Xy Ha Takoe paccTosiHWe, a MHoraa u aanblue.

Ecnun YyX 4 B CBOeM BO3pacTe fernar 3TO, TO BnNpaBe 0XuaaTb OT MOJNIOO0ro 4enoBeka, YTO OH
coenaet TO Xe.

Tuxo HacBUCTbIBas!, OH nonpasun cBOW rancTtyk n Hagen nuoxak, 3atem, NieHMBo MaxHyB pyK017| Ha
npowaHune, noBepHyncAa M Bbillesl B FTOCTUHYIO. C ero FY6 copBarcs paﬂOCTHbIVI B3goox. Ero rnasa
pacwmnpununcb, Bbipaxkasa yansrieHmne n BOCTOPT.

B ogHOM M3 0OGBLEMUCTLIX Kpecen, OrofiuB HOrM, MOAHATbIe Ha NOAJIOKOTHWK, cuaena AHTOHWS,
eauHcTBeHHasa govb Ppuabl Mepuor. He npukpbiBas Hor, OHa NOCMOTPEra Ha Hero ¢ HeXHol 3aboTon —
TaK KEHLLUMHbI CMOTPSAT HA CBOMX MMafeHUEB — a 3aTeM cobnasHUTENbHO yrblGHynach.

OHa 6bina mManeHbKoW, CMMNAaTUYHOM XXEHLUMHOW OKOMOo ABajuaTty NeT, HO ee U3MOXAEHHOe NULo U
oTYasiBLUMIACS BMA OYeHb cTapunu ee. OHa oTcyTcTBOBana yxe fomnroe Bpemsi. K BEMUMKOMY CMYLLEHMIO
mMaTepu AHTOHUA yxoAurna ¢ My>X4YMHaMU NpY KaXaoM yaoBGHOM criydae v nepvoanyeckn Bo3Bpallanach
HaBeCTUTb POAHOW JOM.

XKanb, 4TO CTapyxa B TakOM CKBEPHOM HacTpoeHwu, nogyman OdpamH. OH nodvyBcTBOBan
knybsawyroca ctpacte AHTOHMM, eMY XOTENOCb OCTaTbCH, MOroBOPUTL C HEN, HO 3Has, YTo Ppuaa Mepuor
MOXET ycCrnblwaTb nx ¢ 6ankoHa, OH cmopLumn rybbl 1 nocnan AHTOHUM BO3AYLWIHLIA Nouenyn. A 3atem
BbILLEN B NepeaHIon ABepb.

dpuaa Mepuor HenoaBWXHO cTosina y orpagbl 6ankoHa. lMansuiee comnHue M ApoXalliee Mapeso
3acTaBnanu ee rnasa crneanTbcs. XXapa BonHaMu B3dpiManachk B Grivkanillee npearopbe, npespatias
pasHOLIBETHbIE Nadyri B MepLaoLme naTHa.

CoBceM HepaBHO 3TW XONMbl Obinn 3eneHble. Moyt 3a HoYb nepecernedHubl npespartuin mnx B
cKkonuiie xm6ap. CnoBHo Fpl/l6b| nocne CunbHOro O0Xpad, nadvyru BblpoCiit B OOHO YTPO, U HUKTO He
OCMeEJTNIICA CHECTU UX.
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Ee B3rnsig ocTaHOBUNCA Ha LIYMHOM Monefde JddpavHa, KOTOpbii TapaxTen BHM3Y Ha ynuue. OHa
3Hana, YTo cHavana oH noefeT K ABYM cekpeTapliam u3 dhapmaueBThyeckon naGopaTtopuu, KoTopble
GbInv noMellaHbl Ha aBTopydkax. dPpuaa Mepuor Gbina yBepeHa, YTo XoTs 6bl 0OHA U3 HUX MOXBacTaeTcs
CBOE OCenuTenbLHON HOBUHKOM Cpean KONmMer, v 9To 3acTaBuT APYruX NPUATH K HEN.

TWUX0 XOXOTHYB, OHA MOBEPHYIAChb U B3rMsiHyna Yepe3 6GankoH B roCTUHYO, T4e cuaena ee fovb. Y Hee
BbIpBancsa TsXXKenbl B340X, FONOBa pa3oyapoBaHHO KavyHynach U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY. He 6bino cnocoba
3acTaBUTb AHTOHUIO MOHSATb, YTO HENb3s KNacTb HOMM Ha GexeBbl Wenk kpecen. Kak MHoOro Hagexn
BO3farana oHa Ha CBOK KpacuByl A04Yb! AHTOHMSI MOrna BbINTU 3aMyX 3a Kakoro-HMbyab GoraTtoro
yenoBseka. M nouemy geBouka cBsizana cebsa OGpakom ¢ HUWMM, 6e3podHbiM npogaBLoM? 3To Obino
BbilLie ee NoHMMaHMs. K ToMy ke OH ofHaxabl yLlen OT Hee.

OHa He morna BCrnoMHUTb, 00ef Obln UNK NONAHUK, Korga OH BCTan M3-3a cTtorfa v bonblle Hukorga
He BEepHyncA.

CnoxuB rybbl B npusaTHYt0 ynblbky, ®praa Nepuor CMMPEHHO BOLLINA B FOCTUHYHO.

— MopymaTtb Tonbko! BdppanH ctan onasgblBaTh Kaxabll AeHb, — ckasana oOHa, cafsicb B KpPecno
HanpoTuB AHTOHUW, — 51 BOIOCb, YTO eCNM S AaM eMy aBTOPYYKY, KOTOPYIO OH NPOCUT, Masnbymk COBCEM
Opocut paboTy. OTO BCe, YEM OH UHTEPECYETCS.

— O, Tbl 3HaelWb, 4Yero OH Xo4yeT, — ckaszana AHTOHuMSA. He rnsgs Ha maTtb, OHa npojorkana
paccmaTtpvBaTb CBOW ANWHHBLIE, XONEHbIE HOMTU, — WTaK, €OMHCTBEHHOEe >xenaHume JdpanHa — 3TO
Nnony4YnTb pyyky. YTo nnoxoro B aToM?

— OH 6bI Mor ee kKynuTb! — 3n06HO orpeidHynack Ppuga 'epuor.

— Hy YTO Tbl, MAMO4Ka, — YynpeKkHyIna AHTOHUA, — 3TN rmynble 6€3ﬂeﬂyUJKVI CTOAT CJIIMWIKOM Aoporo.
Ko3e NoHATHO, YTO OH HEe CMOXET cebe 3TOoro No3BoSinTb.

— He cmewmn meHsa, — dbipkHyna ®puga Mepuor, — 51 npekpacHo onniavmeato ero Tpya. Ecnm 6bl oH
He TpaTun 3ps AeHer Ha ogexay, OH Mor Obl...

AHTOHMA obopBarna ee Ha NOMycrnoBe, — 3TW Py4YKM NPOCTO Npuyyaa, — 3asiBuna oHa, — 1 AppauH
3HaeT 3T10. BoT Tak. Yepes HeCKONbLKO MecsaUEeB 1 Aaxe Hedernb NoAn nepectaHyT NoKynaTb UX.

®puaa Mepuor BeinpssMUNack B cBoeM kpecne. Ee nuuo nokpacHeno ot rHesa.
— He CMel CO MHOW Tak pa3roBapuBaTbh, — 3akpuyana oHa, — 3Tu pyyku Bcerga byayT B ueHe!

— Ycnokoncsa, matb. Tbl cama He BEpULLb B 3TO, — MPUMUPUTENBHO OTO3Banacb AHTOHUS, — HY
noyemy Tbl AyMaelb, YTO MNpojallb pydkM B 3TOM OGorom 3abbiToM mecTeyke? Heyxenun Tbl He
noHmmaellb, 4To B Kapkace nx 6onbLue HUKTO He nokynaeT?

— 370 HenpaBaa, — KpukHyna ®puaa Mepuor, — korga-HMbyAb s 6yay ToproeaTb No Bceil obnactu,
a MoxeT GbITb Jaxe Mo Bcel cTpaHe. Ecnu Obl 1 M3roToBnsana aBTopyyku, S Obl paclumpuna TOproenio B
MexayHapoaHoMm MacluTabe. U s caenato a1o. A cozgam umnepuio.

AHTOHMA 3axoxoTana u OTBEpHynachb K 3epkany Ha kaMuHHOW focke. [Monocku npexpaespemMeHHon
ceguHbl 60opo3anMnM ee TeMHOBaTble BOMOCL.. B yronkax pra nosBunuce moplmHbl. Ee Gomblive
ronybble rnasa MOXHO Obino Obl cuuTaTb nNpekpacHbiMu, He Oydb B HUX TaKOro OXECTOYEHHOro
BblpakeHnsd. He Bo3pacTt, a oTyasiHMe U M3HEMOXeHue Obinu Havanom yBadaHusa nvua v Tena 3Ton
MONOAOWM KEHLLMHBI.

— Tbl NPOCTO He 3Haellb, B YeM ONbITEH AdpanH, — ckasana AHTOHUS, — HUKTO HE CPABHUTCH C HUM
B HaxoxaeHuu cnocoboB penartb AeHbrn. A Tbl Aymaellb, 4TO pasboraTeelb Ha pydkax! 1o xe
aHekgoT. MNoyemy 6bl Tebe He UCMonb3oBaTh Ero TaMm, rae eMy HET paBHbIX?

MpespuTtencHas yxmblnika 3aurpana Ha nuue Ppugsl epuor, — ucnonb3oBaTb €ro Tam, rge OH
nyywmin! Tel gymaellb, S He 3Hato, rae Thbl bbina nocrnegHne Heckonbko Mecsues? Bo3aMoXxHO, 1 HEMHOro
rnyxoBaTa, HO 3aTO He rnynosaTta, — YBUAEB, YTO AHTOHWS BCTana, OHa TOpPonnMBo gobasuna: — y Tebs
HuKorga He ObiNo HMKaKoro AocToMHCTBaA. Cessanack ¢ AdpanHom! Tebe korga-HUbyab OyaeTt CTblAHO
3a cebs. OH xe mynat. OH uBeTHOW!

Korga ee rHeB yTux, OHa OTKMHYnach B Kpecre v 3akpbina rnasa. En xotenock otka3aTbCs OT CBOMX
CroB, HO KOra oHa 3aroBopwna, ee ronoc Obin No-NPexHeMy cepauT: — HeyXXenu HeT Hu4ero, 4To Tebe
ObIN10 Obl HYXKHO OT XU3HN?

— £ xo4y BbINTU 3aMyX 3a OppanHa, — TUXO ckasana AHTOHUS.

— Tonbko yepe3 mon Tpyn! — 3akpuvana ®puga Mepuor, — A nuwy Teda HacneacTea. S BbITOHIO
Tebsa M3 goma! — oHa xagHo noBuna pToM Bo3gyx, — norogu! A Bce ckaxy Tebe! A otbepy y Hero
MOMEeZ 1 COXrY ero.

Ho AHTOHMS Bornblue He criywana ee. XMnonHyB ABEPbMU, OHa NMOKMHYNAa FOCTUHYIO.

Heckonbko cekyHa ®puaa Mepuor cmoTpena Ha ABepb, 3a KOTOpOW Mcye3na ee [0Yb, OXuaas ee
BO3BpalleHus. Ee rnasa otsxenenu ot cnes. OHa Monya oTnpaBunack B crnarnbHio.
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CeB nepef TyaneTHbIM CTOJIMKOM, OHa TPSACYLUMMWUCS PyKamu CHsina O4YKM M ocMoTpena cebsi B
3epkane. Hago 6bino caenatb HOBYKO 3aBUMBKY, mogymaria oHa, NpoBoAs nanblaMu no CBOMM BOSIOCaM C
nosnockamu ceauHbl. Ee rmasa, okpyXeHHble TEMHbIMU TeHAMW, BBanNUMch. Ee koxa, koraa-To rnagkasi u
Genasi, kaKk TOHKWiA dpapcop, HeyMonMMo cTapena, pasbegaemasli Ge3KanoCTHbIM TPOMUYECKUM
COJTHLEM.

Cnesbl katunucb Mo LWekam, — O Boxe, — TUXO npollenTana oHa, — He Adak MHe 3aboneTtb u
yMepeTb B 3TOM Yy)KOW CTpaHe.

OHa ycnblwana TUXuin Wopox 3a ABEpPblo; HECOMHEHHO, ee noacnywusana AHToHus. ®puga Nepuor
Oblna cnuwkoMm ytomreHa, 4ToObl BonHoBaTbCA M3-3a 3Toro. OHa nerna Ha noctenb U 3abbinacb B
nonycHe, ybalwokvBaemas HeXHbIMW 3ByKamu coHaTbl MouapTta. Mbicnb O TOM, 4YTO Ha posne urpaet
AHTOHMSA, HaNONHKMNA ee NevarnbHOM pagocThio. [leBoyka urpana Bcerga Tak NnpekpacHo.

Korga ®puga lepuor npocHynacb, 6bio noytn 4 4vaca. Kak Bcerga, HEMHOro nogpemaB, OHa
yyBCTBOBara cebsi NoCBEeXeBLUEWN, HACTPOEHME Y HEe NOOHSAMNOCH.

OHa pewmnna oaeTb LesikoBoe njiatbe B ropowek un TYC*)J'IVI, KOTOpbIe AHTOHUSA nogapuna en Ha
poXaecTeo.

3axopsulee COMHUEe HamnomnHAno KOMHaTy TeHAMMW. OHa B3rnaHyna 4epes OankoH Ha APKO
pacKpalleHHble XWXWUHbl Ha Oanekux Xonmax. B Be4vyepHeM cBeTe OHU Ka3aliuCb HaMHOro onmke. OHa
npowna Ha KyxHi u npurotosuna nocneobeneHHbIN NOAHOC:! KO(*)e, caxap, CIMBKU U Tapesiky MaKoBbIX
MUPOXHbIX.

— AHTOHMA, — NAacKOBO Mo3Bana OHa, cagsicb B ogHO u3 kpecen. MNMpexae Yyem Hanutb cebe kode,
OHa ycnblwana 3Hakomyk Apobb kabrnyykoB. OHa KpukHyna CHOBa, HO OTBeTa He Obino. Ywna,
HaBepHoe, pewwvna $puaa Nepuor, pasBopaynBas Ha KONMEHsX 6enyto NbHAHYI0 candeTky.

OHa nocmoTperna Ha CBOM 30510Tble Yachkl. bbino okono nAtTu. BoT-BOT gomkeH BepHyTbca OdpavH,
nogymana oHa. MoxeT 6biTb, OH cka3an ev npasgy M AENCTBUTENbHO Hawen HOBbIX knneHToB. OHa
AaBHO 3Hana, 4To, HECMOTPS Ha OTCYTCTBME 4ecTonobus, OH MpeKkpacHO croBapvBasncsd C nogbMu.
[Mnoxo, 4To OHa paspewwuna emy yntn. En gasHo Hago 6bINo HaNTU emy 3ameHy, a Tenepb, Y3HaB NnaHbl
AHTOHWMM OTHOCMTENBHO HEro, OHa He MO3BOMUT eMy BTEPeTbCH B CBOK CeMbi. A MOXET ObiTb O0Yb
X0O4eT NPoCTO noApasHuTb ee. Hy Kak e oHa mMorna noBepuTb, YTO AHTOHUSI 3aXO4eT BbINTM 3aMyX 3a
3TOro mornokococa?

K wectn yacam Ppuga Nepuor 6eina Tak obecnokoeHa, YTO NO3BOHMMAA cekpeTapLuam B nabopaTtopum
W BrnagenbLy mMarasvHa ogexabl. ABTOPyYEK UM HE MPUHOCUIN.

OHa oLlapalleHO nocMoTpesia Ha Teﬂed)OH, 3aTeM Bblbexana Ha GankoH u Opoxawnmm pykamum
HEepPBHO oulynana KaXkabli npegMmeT Ha CBOEM pa6oqu CcToJjie, — OH B34l MOK pyHKy' — 3aBu3xarna
OHa. l—iepea napagHyo Bepb OHa TOpOMnMBO cbexana no CTyneHbkaM Ha ynudy. OHa He 3amevana
ncnyraHHbix nuy cocepen, KOTOpble cnneTHn4ann Ha TpoTyapax. OHa He cnblwana ux I'IpVIBGTCTBMVI,
ornbasa NOBOPOT. Jlnwb OOCTUrHYB NOAHOXUA XO0JiMa, OHa OCTaHOBUIIaCcb NepenoxXHyThb.

MpoknuHas ceba 3a To, YTo He Hagena 6Gonee ynoGHyiw o06yBb, Ppuaa [epuor MeasieHHO
noAHMMarnach Mo LWMPOKOM rpyHTOBOI Aopore, KOoTopas Bena K XMXKUHaM.

OHa Hukorga He Gbina B gome 3dpanHa, HO MPMMEPHO 3Hana, rge oH HaxoauTcs. En npmxoamnoch
cnblwaTh 06 0NacHOCTAX 3TUX TPYLLOB, rae YyXum NosiBNATLCA He cnegosano. [axe nonnums HEOXOTHO
npecnegosana nNpecTyrnHUKOB, KOTOPbIE CKpbIBANUCL Ha aTuUX xonmax. Ho aTto ee He nyrano. Kto 3axoyeT
NPUYNHUTE Bpen cTapov xxeHwumHe? OHa noyyBcTBOBana cebs B nonHon 6e3onacHOCTH, 3aMeTUB, YTO He
BCe >unuwa Obinv navyramun. Hekotopble 13 HUX Obinn caenaHbl U3 LeMEeHTHbIX GNOKOB, a HEeCKOSbKO
AOMOB UMenu faxe ABa dTaxa.

Y Hee yacTo 3axBaTblBano Ayx, Toraga oHa ocTaHaBnMBanach, ycrnokaneasi GeleHHoe 6ueHne cepaua.
Jiogn ornagbiBanuce Ha Hee ¢ No6onbiTcTBOM. Bockle, nonyronble getu Gpocanu CBOM Urpbl U
XUXMKanu, Kkorga oHa npoxoauna MUMo.

Mepepn Tem, kak B30OpaTbCA Ha BEpLUMHY XONMa, OHa OrNsHynack U ornsgena ropog BHU3Y. Markuii
Opu3 oBeBan ee NoKpacHeBLUlee NULO.

np0MbITbIIZ B COYHOM pacCedAHHOM 3apeBe CyMepek, eulle ApoXxallem OT nocneobeneHHom Xapbl,
ropog HuKorga He Kasarcd en OGonee KpacuBbIM. HDGOD,OJ'IGB CTpaHHOE W HeonpepgerneHHoe
npegyyecteune pOKOBOVI rmbenu, oHa BblCKMBana cunyaT cBoero goma.

MpuBETNUBLIN roNoc AEBOYKN paccesn ee AyMbl, — MOXET ObITb BaM Hy)XHa MOMOLLb? — crnpocuna
OHa, paccMmaTtpuBas ee ¢ NnobonbITCTBOM, — Bbl YTO-TO NOTEPSANN?

— A vy pom AcppanHa Cangosansi, — oto3Banack ®puaa MNepuor. lNornoweHHasi nouckamm CBOEero
AomMa, OHa MU He 3amMeTuna, 4YTO yXe HacTynaeT HOYb, — Tbl HEe MOXellb MHe MokKas3aTb, rae XuBet
OdpanH? — oHa HecKosbKO pa3 NoBTOPUNa BOMPOC, HO AeBOYKa HaBEPHOE He MOHUMana CrnoB, KoTopble
rosopuna ®puga lepuor.
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— Tbl 3awna cnuvwKoMm faneko, — BEXIMBO COOOWMIT el CTapuK, CUAeBLWA Mobrm3ocT Ha
KopToukax. Cnabbii cBET Mexay KpMBO cOUTbLIMM AOCKaMu efBa OCBeLLan ero, — CrMyCTUCb HEMHOIO U
CBEpPHU HamneBO MO TponuHKe. Tam OygeT xentbii OoM. Tbl He npomaxHewbcs. OH BbIMMSAWMT Kak
KaHapemnka, — OH C TPEBOroW cregun 3a ee HeTBepAbIMW LiaraMu, Korga OHa Hadana crnyckaTbCs C
Xonma, — wna 6bl Tbl Ny4ylle AOMOWN, — KPUKHYM OH en Bcned, — 34€eCb MOSHO MNbSHUL, B 9TO BPeEMS, a
OHW BCerga roTtoBbl K CCOpe.

Ho ®puaa lepuor He ycnbiwana ero npegoctepexxeHnsi. OHO YTOHYNO B OMMyLUMTENbHON GpaHu
MYXXUYMHBI M TOmMoTa TOpomnnvBbIX wWaroB. lNpexae Yem oHa ycnena oGepHyTbCA M MOCMOTPETb, YTO
CIy4mnsioch, et HaHeCnu peskuii yaap.

3emnsi oporHyna y Hee nog HoraMmu 1 oHa noneTena Yepes nepuna Huskon Ctennbl.
Ha MrHoBeHuWe oHa yBuaena, kak oOCTpble KaMHW BHU3Y PBaHYNUCh el HABCTPEYY.
MoTom BbInu ronoca, To rPOMKME, TO TUXME, a NOCNEe OCTaNMUChb NULWb TULLWHA U MpaK.

B3gporHyB, 3dpanH npocHyncs. EMy npucHuncs xyTkui coH. Kak n MHOro pas npexae B CBOUX CHax,
OH BHOBb rynsan ¢ MaHcom Mepuorom. Jpyr Toponun ero B3ATb Aerna B CBOU PYKW U XXEHUTLCA Ha AHTOHUMN.
BmecTte oHu cMoryT obbexaTtb BeCb Mup. AhpanH 3acMeancs U Nonpocun gpyra pacckasaTb emy OfHy
13 CBOMX UCTOpuUn 06 MHO3EMHbIX cTpaHax. [laHc Nepuor oTkasancs, roBops, YTO HacTaHeT AeHb, Korga
OdppanH cam CMOXET yBUAETb 3TW CTPaHbI.

M xoTs xnBoCTb ero cHoB o "aHce 'epuore cTana NpuBLIYHON, OAHA AeTarnb 3acTaBnana 3agymartbCs;
3TO BbINO 3aTsHKHOE YYBCTBO peanbHOCTU, KoTopoe JdpanH He Mor passesTb. OH yxe oTkasbiBarcs
npu3HaBaTb, YTO ero Apyr U Xo3auH ymep. B KoHLE KOHLOB OH >xe BUOEncs W roBopui C HUM Kaxayto
HOYb B CBOMX CHaX.

OdpavH 3axer KEPOCWMHOBYIO NaMrMy Ha CTofe y KpoBaTW U OTKPbIS1 GYTbINIKY MUBa, CTOSIBLUYIO Ha
ctone. OH nepenun NMBO B BbICOKWIA GOKan 1, Npexae YeM caenaTb IMoTokK, cayn neHy ¢ oboaka. OH He
obpaTin BHUMaHNA Ha TO, YTO NBO BbINO TEenmbIM.

— B3aTtb gena B cBou pyku! — NOBTOPWUI OH, BbIHXMas MO30JI0YEHHYIO PYYKy U3 cBoero paHua. Tuxo
CMESICb OT YOBOSbCTBUS, OH OTBUHTWI KOMNMAY0K U MPOYEPTMI HECKOSBbKO JIMHMWIA Ha CBOEW pYKe.

Hepento Hasag oH pewwnn B3sTb Jefa B CBOM PYKUM M OOrOBOPUIICS C FPaBepoM W3 tOBENIMPHOTO
MarasuHa, 4Tobbl TOT cAenan eMy TOYHYK KOMWK nevaTu, HO C ero umeHem. ddpanH He COMHeBarcs,
4YTO K HeMy npuwna yaada. Kak ele oH Mor 06bsiCHUMTb 3TO Myratollee coBrnageHne: B TOT AeHb, Koraa OH
nosy4un neyatb co CBOMM umeHeM 1 agpecom, Ppuaa Mepuor ownbnack, NOMOXUB CBOK NO30MOYEHHYHO
PY4Ky B €ro paHeL,

OH BbINMI oCTaTKM NMBa B CBOM BoKan 1 BbINWA 40 AHA ManeHbKUMU rnoTodkamu. Bo3amoxHo, kakas-
To 6eccosHaTenbHas yacTb Ppuabl epuor nepeluna K HeMy BMecTe € 9ToW aBTOpy4kon. EMy xoTenock
BEpPUTb B 3TO.

HacTtonuuBhbIn CTyk B ABEPb NEpebun ero MbIiCrnu.

— OdpanH! — npokpuyan KTo-To, — CTapyxy-UHOCTpaHKy, KoTopasi uckana Tebsi, CTONKHYN BHU3
KaKoi-To MbsHMLA.

— ®puay Mepuor! — cxBaTuB paHeL co cTona, oH noGexan Tyaa, rae yxe cobpanach Tonna.
— 3T0ro He MoXeT GbiTb, — MOBTOPSAN OH, pacTankvMBas fofei B CTOPOHBI.

OHa nexana Ha 3emne. OH onycTuncs nepea Hel Ha KoneHu. Tycknbin 6neck KepoOCUHOBOW Namnbl
©pocan Ha ee nuuo xentoBaTbli 0T6neck. OH XoTen YTo-TO CKasaTb, HO HW OOHO CrIOBO HEe BbIPBANoOChb
u3 ero pra. ddpavH cMoTpen B ee ronybble rnmasa. bes o4koB — OHW nexanu psaoM, pasgaBrieHHble
KeM-To — ee rfasa BblMggeny OGoMblWUMK, BHUMaTenbHbIMW, MouTW AeTckumn. Cknagkv y prta
npugasanu en ctporvn Bua. benble 3ybbl Gbinn crerka NPUOTKPbITEI. EMy noyyannock, 4To oHa xo4et
YTO-TO CKasaTb.

— # npuHec aBTOPY4YKWM, — LUEMHYN OH, ycrnokamBas ee. BblHyB LiecTb kopoboyek u3 paHua, OH
nogHec WX K ee nuuy nobnwxe, — 51 He OTAAN WX CErofHs, MOTOMY YTO Obln 3aHAT COCTaBMEHUEM
HeCKONbKMX 3aKka3oB. Y Hac ByayT YeTbipe HOBbIX KIUEHTA.

OHa Haxmypunacbh ewe 6onble. Ee rybbl AporHynu, wenya 4Yto-To 06 ero yBonbHEHUN ¢ paboTsl 1
06 AHTOHMW. Ee rnasa ctanu ewe 6onbLue, 3padku paclUMpUmch, a 3aTeM XnsHb NCCaKNa.

— A paboTan y Hee, — ckasan ddpaunH, HU K KOMY KOHKPETHO He oGpallasch.

— XW3Hb TaK HeobblyHa. TOMbKO STUM YTPOM OHa MNoJapuna MHe 3Ty MPeKPacHyl Pyyky, —
pacckasblBan OH, AocTaBas M3 KapmaHa Mo30SI0MEeHHYH0 aBTOPYYKY. TOYHO W aKKypaTHO OH MPUIOXWUN
KOHYMK C MeyaTblo K CBOeMy npeanneybto, — adpanH CaHgosanb. KaHapeeyHas xwxkuHa. KypMuHa, —
npoynTan OH CBOe UMS U aapec rPOMKUM SICHBIM rOfI0COM, — U 1 MOTY JOFOBOPUTLCS C MoObIM U3 Bac O
npoJae TakoM e NpeKpacHOW pyyku B KpeauT.
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20.

Bbino BockpecHoe yTpo. A 1 goHbs Mepceaec cuaenu Ha nnowiaan n oxmaanu seixoga Kangensipum
13 uepkeu. HYacom paHblle y MeHs1 Obina nocnegHsas Bctpeda ¢ AdpanHom CaHgoBanem.

Ha cocegHel ckambe cuaen NpUnMYHO OAETbIN AOCTOWMHLIN cTapuyok. OH rpOMKO yYuTan raseTty u3s
Kapkaca, npyyem 4utan TakMMm cepbe3HbiM FOfIOCOM WM TaK YBRIEYEHHO, YTO Aaxe He 3amevarn ynblbok
noaen BOKPYr Hero.

Ha aopyroit ctopoHe ynuubl 13 6apa, y)Ke OTKPbITOrO B 3TO BPeMsi, BbilUesl pacTpenaHHbIi NoXUIion
MyurHa. OH HaZen CBOW LSy W, NOMOXMB OYTbINKY B NIIACTMKOBLIA NAKeT, XpUNS W Kalunsis, noLwuen
BHW3 MO yrnuue.

C HeoOBSACHNMbIM YYBCTBOM NeYanu s B3rnsiHyna Ha goHbto Mepceaec. OHa Hagena TeMHbIe OYKM, U
S1 He Morfa BuaeTb BblpaxeHusi ee rna3. OHa Croxuna CBOM pPyku Ha rpyau, obHuMasi ceGsl, CIIOBHO
3aMep3HYyB Ha XOJIOAHOM BETPY.

A nbiTanack paccKkasaTtb €N, KaKk s1 NoHMMato Tenepb UCTOPUKU, KOTOPble ycnena ycCnbilwaTb, a OHa
BHMMaATENbHO cnyLwlana.

— Tbl nokasbiBaellb MHe pasnuyHble Cnocobbl MaHUNyNAUUM TOW CuMon, Kotopyt dnopuHaa
HasblBana HamepeHnem, — ckasana .

— lMpuBecTn ee B OABMWKXEHME — 3TO HE TO XXe camoe, YTO MaHWNynMpoBaTb e, — Monpasuna oHa
MEHs, Mo-NpexHeMy oGHMMas cebsi, — A nbiTanacb caenatb Gonbwee. Kak a yxe roeopwna, §
noactaensiio Tebs BpeMsi OT BPEMEHM B TeHb 3TUX NoAeW, Tak, 4YTobbl Tbl YyBCTBOBarna [ABWKEHUE
Koneca cnyyasi. bes aToro YyBcTBa Bce caenaHHoe ToGoW okaxeTcs epyHOoi. Thl Oyaellb NepexoanTb
OT YerioBeka K YernoBeKy, BbICMYLUMBAs UX PAcCKasbl, HA MUT Tbl OKaXXELUbCHA B UX TEHM.

— Kak B cnyyae OdpavHa CaHgoBans? OH, KOHEYHO, HMYEro He Aenan ans Toro, Ytobbl C HUM
cnyyunack nogobHas nepemeHa. Ho 3ayem MHe Hago Gbino GbiTh B €ro TeHU? — crnpocuna 1.

— Kak koneco cnydass nepeaBuHynocbk ans Hero? OH He ABuran ero cam, M BCE Xe €ero Xu3Hb
n3meHunacb. A xo4y, 4Tobbl Tbl MOYYBCTBOBANa 3710 M3MEHEHME, NOYYBCTBOBAra 370 ABMXEHME Koneca.

A yxe HanomuHana Tebe, 4To 3TO NpU3pak, oyx MaHca Mepuora nepeaBuHYN KONeco Ans Hero. Tak xe
kak BukTop [)Xynno B MOMEHT CMepTX NOBEPHYI Koneco cny4as, noryous »xu3Hb OktaBno KaHTy. aHC
"epuor nepeaBuHyN 3TO KONECo NOCne CBoen CMepTun 1 oboratun xusHb AdpanHa CaHgosans.

HoHba Mepcegec cHsna o4Yku M NocMoTpernia MHe B rfasa. 3ateM packpbiia poT, cobupasicb YTo-To
A06aBWTb, HO BMECTO 3TOro YNblGHyNach M BcTana co ckambil, — Mecca CKOpO 3aKOHYMTCSl, — ckasana
oHa, — BcTpeTuM KaHaensipuio y LiepKoBHbIX OBEpeil.

YacTtp mecras.

21.

— Myasus, Tl 3gecb? — wenHyna Mepcegec NepanbTa, 6eCluyMHO OTKpbIBas ABEPb B MOKO KOMHATY.
B crnabom cBeTe HacTOnMbHOW namnbl OHa BbIrMsAena HacTosiwen BeabMoW. Ee Hapsag coctosn us
OJSIMHHOIO YepHOro NaTbs U LWMPOKOMNONON heTPoBON LWNAMbI, KOTOPas CKpbiBana NOMoBUHY ee nuua.

He Bkntovan CBeT, — CKa3ala OHa, yBuaeB, YTO A NOTAHyNnacb K BbIKMK4YaTesno, — He BbIHOLWY
peskoro cBeTa, — OHa cena Ha MO noctenb. Ee 6poBu Obinv 3agymMuvMBO HaxXMypeHbl, PYKU
DECKOHTPONBbHO pasrnaXmBany MOPLUHKM Ha mMoeM ogesrne. OHa mpucTanbHO B3rMsHyna MHe B nuUO
OonrmMm Hemurarwmm B3opom.

A 3acTeH4nBoO npoeena nanbuyamn nNno CBOMM LWeKamMm “n FIO,CI,60pOD,Ky, CTapasacCb MNOHATb, YTO XXe 34eCb
He TakK.

Xuxvkasi, oHa OTBEpPHYNacb K KHWKHOMY CTOMWKY M Hadana akkypaTHO cKragbiBaTb MOW Toliue
ONOKHOTBI, — MNPSIMO Ceyac MHEe HYXXHO ye3kaTb B Yyao, — HaKoHel ckasana OHa, ee ronoc 6bin
TPEBOXHbIM.

— B Yyao? — cnpocuna s, — B 3TOT 4Yac? — yBUAEB €€ peLumTenbHbIA KMBOK, S AobaBmna: — Mbl
3aCTpsIHEM B Ipsi3un, ecriv nongeT Joxab, — AepeBHs Yyao Haxogunack Ha Nnobepexbe No KpanHen mepe
B Yace e3gbl 0T KypMUHbI.

— [Hoxab 6ypeT, — HeOpeXxHO NpousHecna OHa, — HO B TBOEM XUME Mbl HE 3aCTPSHEM, — OHa
cena, CropbuBLUMCb, HA HOYHOM CTONMK M 3aKycuria HWXKHIOK ryby, pasgymbiBas Hag Tem, 4To elle
ckasaTb, — § AOMMKHa OblTb Tam cerogHs Be4YepoM nepen MOJyHOUYbK, — MPOM3HECNa OHa TOHOM,
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KOTOpbI BblaaBan CKOpee CPOYHOCTb, YEM XefaHune, — s edy 3a HEKOTOPbIMU pacTeHUsIMK, KOTopble
HaJo CpbIBaTb TOMbKO 3TOM HOYbHO.

— Cenvac oguMHHaguaThii Yac, — ckasana 4, ykasblBas Ha cBeTswuncs LmdgepbnaT cBoux 4acos, —
Mbl HE yCneem K NOfHoYMU.

Ynbibasicb, OOHbSA Mepce/J,ec gocTtalnia MoOWU [KUHCbl U py6au.||<y, BUCEBLLUYIO B W3roJioBbe Moem
KpoBaTtn, — Mbl 3aCTaBMM TBOWU YHacCbl OCTAaHOBUTbLCA, — cnabas yJ'IbI6Ka ocBeTuNna ee nuuo; ee rnasa
OOBEPYMBO N HETEPNENNBO CMOTPESIN Ha MEeHA, — Tbl cAenaellb 3TO ANA MeHA, HE TaK nn?

Korga mbl Bblexanu 13 ropoga, no mkuny 3atapabaHunu KpynHble Kannu aoxasa. 3a cekyHay A0XKAb
npeBpaTuICA B CMOLLHYI0 CTeHy, NIMOTHYI U TeMHyl. A cbaBuna xod, He B COCTOSIHUM pasrnsaeTb
paopory. MeHsa pasapaan cKpun "ABOPHUKOB", OUYMLLABLLMX CTEKNO, KOTOpoe TYT e 3anMBaro CHoBa.
[epeBbs N0 CTOpOHaM A0POrM CMYTHO Masiiunv TO PSAIOM C HaMK, TO BbilEe Hac, co3aaBas BrnevyatneHme
TOro, YTO Mbl MpoeakaeM yepes TyHHenb. JIlib NpepbIBUCTLIN OAUHOKUI Naii cobaku ykasbiBan Ha To,
YTO Mbl MPOEXanu MUMO KakoN-TO XVKUHbI.

JInBeHb OKOHUWMIICA TaK Xe pes3ko, Kak M Havasncsi, Ho HeGo ocTaeanock nacmypHbiM. O6naka
HaBuWcarnu rHeTylle HU3Ko. A He CBoAMNa rfas ¢ BETPOBOrO CTeKMna, YBepThiBasiCb OT sAryLUeK, KoTopble,
ocrernHyB OT cBeTa chap, npbiranyu Yepes Jopory.

Ctouno Ham CBepHYTb Ha OOpory, Beaylylo K nobepexblo, n obnaka ncyesnu Kak no MaHOBEHMIO
BonwebHonm nanoyku. JlyHa cusina Spko M TaMHCTBEHHO Hag MfOCKOW paBHWMHOW, rae 6pu3 MSrko
packaunBan pefgkue gepesbsl. VIx nucTea oTnueana cepebpom B HepearnbHOM CBeTe.

£ octaHoBMNacek Ha cepeguHe nepekpecTka W Bbinesna m3 gxkuvna. Bosgyx, Tennbii 1 BAaXHbIN,
naxHyn ropamu u Mopem.

— I'quemy Tbl OCTaHOBWUIT1aCb 34€Cb, My3|/|;|? — cnpocuna Mepce/J,ec I'Iepaana, €€ roJjioc HanoJiHAIno
n3ymrieHume. OHa BbllWIa U3 MalMHbI U OCTaHOBMNach nepeno MHOW.

— A BegbMma, — obbsicHWNA 5, MMSAS en B rnasa. A 3Hana, 4To ecnu paccKkaxy e 0 MoeMm NpoOCTOM
XelnaHnn pa3mMdaTtb HOrnM, OHa He NnoBepuUt MHEe, — A poaunacb B MeECTe4dKke, MNMoxoXem Ha 310, —
npopgoinKana 4, — rae-to Mmexay ropamum n Mmopem.

Mepcegec lMepanbTa XxMypo ornsigena MeHsi, a NOTOM B ee rnasax 3abnecten HMOPUCTUYECKUN,
BOCTOPXXEHHBI OrOHeK. HeyaepkMmMo pacxoXoTaBLUMCh, OHA Cerla Ha MOKPYHO 3eMII0 U MOTsIHYNa MeHs
3a coboil, — BO3MOXHO, Tbl HE poaumnach, kak BCe HOpMasibHbIe NOAU, MOXET ObITb Kypuosa noTtepsina
Tebs Ha cBoeM NyTu Yepe3 HeGo, — ckasana oHa.

— YT0 Takoe kypuosa? — cnpocuna si.

OHa oboppsitollle nocMoTpena Ha MeHs U obGbscHMNa, YTO Kypmo3bl — 3TO BedbMbl, KOTOpble
COBEPLUEHHO HE UHTEPECYIOTCS SIBHBIMW acneKkTaMu KOngoBCTBa: CUMBOMMYECKUMM BELLLAMU, pUuTyanamm
W 3aKNATUSIMU, — KypWO3bl, — MpoLlenTana oHa, — 3TO CyllecTBa, 03aboYeHHble BeLlaMu BEYHbIMM.
OHWU, KaK nayku, NNeTyT TOHKNE HEBUOMMbIE HUTU MeXY U3BECTHLIM U HEM3BECTHBIM, — OHa CHsina CBOH
LnANY W Nerna Ha CrnuHy, pacnonoXuB CBOK FONOBY TOYHO Ha cepeavHe nepekpectka Tak, YTobbl oHa
yKasbiBana Ha ceBep, — noxucb, My3ausi, — npousHecna oHa, NpoTArMBasi Pyku Ha BOCTOK W 3anag, —
MaKyLlIKa TBOEW ronoBbl AOMMKHA KacaTbCsl MOEW, a TBOM PYKM M HOTU MyCTb OyayT B TAKOW e nose, Kak u
Yy MEeHs.

JNlexaTb ronoea Kk rorioBe Ha nepekpecTke ObINO HeydoGHO. Y MeHsi Gbino OLlylleHWe, YTO Halu
cKkanbrbl, XOTS U pa3geneHHble BONocaMu, CnnaBunmMck BMecTe. S NoBepHyna CBO rofioBYy B CTOPOHY 1
K CBOEMY BEINIMKOMY YAMBIIEHWIO 3aMeTWura, HacKoNbKO ANIMHHEee ee pyku, Yyem Mow. [Mo-Bugumomy,
0CO3HaB MOE OTKpbITUE, AOHBbS Mepceaec NoaBMHYNa CBOM Pyku Brvke K MOUM.

— Ecnn KTO-HVI6y,D,b yBMOUT Hac, TO nogymMaeT, YTO Mbl COWIX C yMa, — CKasana 4.

— BosmoXxHO, — cornacunacb OHa, — OAHaKO, €eCnvM HaWayTcs nau, KoTopble OObIYHO
NPOrynmMBalTCsl MO 3TOMY MEPEKPECTKY B 3TO BPEMS HOYM, OHWM ybBeryt npoyb B yxace, gymasi, 4to
yBUOENW ABYX KYpUO3, rOTOBbLIX K MOMETY.

Mbl MOnYanu HEKOTOPOE BpeMs, a Korga s cnpocusia ee o nosneTte Kypuos, OHa 3aroBopura cHoBsa.

— Yto 3acTtaBuno MeHs Tak 3auHTepecoBaTbCAd, novyemy Tbl OCTaHOBUIIACb Ha nepereCTKe? Ectb
ogn, rotoBble MPUCATHYTb, YTO BUAENn Kypuosy, nexasLluyr ronon Ha aTtomMm camom mecTte. OHun
FOBOPAT, 4YTO Yy Hee NoABUITUCb KpbliibA, BbIpOCWUINE U3 CMNUHbI. OHn BMaenu, kak ee Teno crano
npoceBe4nBaTbCA GennsHon, Koraa oHa B3netena B Hebo.

— 4 Buaena, Kak TBOe Teno crano npo3pavyHbiM Ha ceaHce CaHnpoBans, — ckasana si.

— KoHeuHo, Tbl BUAena ato, — OTBeTWUNa OHa C BecenbiM npeHebpexeHnem, — A caenana 3T1o Ans
TOro, 4Ytobbl Thbl MOHSANA, YTO Tbl HUKOrAa He Oydelwb uenuTenbHUUen. Tbl Meanym U BO3MOXHO Aaxe
BeAbMa, HO y4TM — He uenutenbHuua. A 3Hato 3To, TaK Kak s caMa — BegbMa.

— Yem BeagbMa oTnmyaeTcs oT ,u,pyrle? — cnpocuna 4 Mexay npuctynamm cMmexa. A He xoTena
BOCMNpUHMMaThb ee Cepbe3HO.
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— BegbMbl — 3TO cyuwlecTBa, KOTOpble He TONbKO CMOCOOHbI BMAETb KONeco criydasi, — OoTBeTuna
OHa, — HO cnocobHbl co3aBaTb cBOe COOCTBEHHOE 3BEHO.

YT0 Tbl CKaXkellb, ECN B 3TOT MUT Mbl OTNPaBUMCS B NOSET, CBSI3aHHbIE APYr C APYrom rofioBammn?

Ha cekyHaoy nnn aBe y MeHsi 6bIfo yxacHevwee BocnpuaTue. 3atem YyBCTBO MOfHOro 6e3pasnnunsi
OBIlageno MHOWM.

— [MNoBTopAn Noboe 13 3akNMHaHWN, KOTOPbIM TEDS Hay4YMn gyx MOero npegka, — npukasana oHa, —
51 6yay NOBTOPATL €ro ¢ Tobown.

Hawwn ronoca cnunucb B €OMHbIN FAPMOHUYHBIA 3BYK, KOTOPbIA HAMOMHWM MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT,
OKYTbIBasi HAC rMraHTCKUM KOKOHOM. CrnoBa BbiCTpamMBanuchb B ps HENPEpPbLIBHOW NUHWEN, YHOCS HAc BCe
Bbille M Bbilwe. A Buaena, kak obnaka ABUHYNMCb Ha MeHs. Mbl Hayanu BpalaTbCsl, CIOBHO KOMeco,
noKa BCe BOKPYr HAac He CTano YepHbIM.

*k%

KTo-TO QHEePIrmM4yHO TOPpMOLLUUIT MEHA. A NPOCHYyINacb OT HEOXXMOAHHOIO TOJT4Ka.

Cwnpa 3a pynem mxuna, s Bena mawmHy! 9710 noTpsACNO MeHs. S HUKaK He Morfna BCMOMHUTb, Kak U
Koraa st BepHynacb B MaLluHY.

— He cnu, — npobGypyana aoHbsi Mepcenec, — Mbl Xe MOXeM Tak pa3buTbCs U yMepeTb, Kak aBe
Aypbl.

A Haxana Ha TOPMO3a U BblKIO4YKUINa 3axuraHme. Mbicnb 0 TOM, 4YTO 4 cnana 1 ynpasnana MaLLUVHOMN,
3acTaBuiia MeHsA 3aapoXaTb OT CTpaxa.

— Kyna mbl egem? — MOR rofnoc npo3By4van Ha OKTaBy HUXeE.

OHa ynbiGHynacb M caenana XecT MOMIHOro OT4YasiHMA, NoaHUMasi 6PoBM, — Tbl CIULLKOM BbICTPO
ycTaellb, Mysusi. Tbl cnuliKkoM maneHbkas. Ho s1 aymato, 4to aTo TBOS Nnydliasi Yepta. Ecnu Gbl Tbl Obina
6onbLie, Tbl 6binia 661 HEBLIHOCUMOIA.

A HacTamBana Ha ToM, YTOObl OHa Ha3Bana MHe MecTO HasHa4deHusl. MHe XOTenocb 3HaTb, rAe OHO
HaxoauTcsl, YTOObI OWYTWUTb YyBCTBO HanpaBleHnA.

— Mol egem Ha BcTpedy ¢ JleoHoM YvpuHO 1 gpyrumm konneramu, — coobwuna oHa, — Tporan. A
nokaxy tebe, Kyaa Hago exatb.

£ 3aBena axun 1 exana HekoTopoe BpeMs B MonyaHun. MHe Bce eLle XOTenock cnatb.
— JleoH YnpuHo meagnym nnu LenuTenb? — HaKoHeL cnpocuna 4.

OHa Tuxo 3acmesinacb, HO HUYEro He OTBeTWUMNa, — NoYeMy Tbl AyMaelb 06 3TOM? — crnpocuna oHa
nocne AOMroro MonyaHus.

— B HeM ecTb 4TO-TO CcOoBepLUEeHHO HeobbsCHMMOE, — OTBETUMA 5, — OH HanoMuHaeT MHe Tebs.

— W paxe cenvac? — HacMewnuMBO Cnpocuna oHa, U BAPYr COBEPLUEHHO CEPbe3HbIM rOfI0COM
npusHana, 4to JleoH YmuprHo n megmym n scHoBMAeEL.

Yinosa B pa3gymbs, 51 Mpocryllana ee ykasaHve 1 B34pOorHyna, ykasbiBas Ha BbICOKOe AepeBo Oykape:
— Tbl npoexana mumo! [lan 3agHun xod, — 3aTeM oHa ynblibHynack n gobasuna: — ocTaHOBM 34ech!
Mbl HemMHOro nporaemcs.

,El,epeBo OoTMeYario Bbe3[ Ha Y3KYH OOPOXKY. 3emns Gbina YCbiNaHa MeNKnMun upetamn. A 3Hana, yTo
OHM KpacCHOro useta, HO Npu JiyHHOM CBeTe LBeTbl Ka3alfincb YepHbIMW. EyKape NOYTU HMKOr4a He pacTyT
camu no cebe. OBbIYHO OHU YKpawlakoT poLUKn, 3aTeHAd KOd)eVIHbIe N KaKaoBble epeBbA.

Cneayst y3kOn TpOMoW MexQy TOHKMX CTBOMOB Oykape, Mbl HaNpaBWiMCh K rpsge XOrMOB, MpadHo
MasuMBLUMX Neped Hamu. Kpyrom ctosna TUwmHa, Hapyllaemas nullib HepOBHbIM AblxaHnem Mepcegec
MepanbTbl 1 XpyCTOM BeTBEW NOA HaLIUMW HOraMmu. Tpona KoHuunack nepes HU3KUM JOMUKOM, rPsi3Hble
CTeHbl KOTOPOro eAga Aepxanucb. Kpbilly NokpbiBany nanbMOoBble NUCTbS BNEPEMEXKY C OLMHKOBAHHOM
XecTbto. CkaT KpbllM OOXOAMN MOYTU A0 3eMnu, co3faBas Wupokyto BepaHay. OkoH Ha dacage He
661110, ¥ crnabbi CBET NPOHMKaN TOMNbKO Yepe3 y3Kyl ABEpb.

HoHba Mepcepgec pacnaxHyna ee HacTexb. MepuaHue cBeyer M ONMKM MPUYMYONUBBIX TEHEN
HanomHsANM KOMHaTy, B KOTOPOWM NOYTU He Bbino mebenu. JNleoH YnpuHo, cuasa Ha cTyne, CMOTpen Ha Hac
C youBrieHvem n BocToprom. OH BCKOYMI, ropsvo OOHAN uenuTenbHULY 1 NoaBen ee K CTyny, KOTOpbIN
TONbKO 4TO ocBOGOAWS.

[MoToM OH MpMBETCTBOBAN MEHS, LWYTIIMBO BCTPSIXHYB MOK PYKY, — A XO4y NpeactaBuTb Tebe ogHoro
13 BenMyanwmx Lenutenen Hawero BpeMeHn, — ckasarn OH, — BTOpOro nocne goHon Mepcegec.

Mpexage yem oH ycnen 4To-Nnnbo 4obaBuTb, KTO-TO KPUKHYN: — S ABIYCTUH.

Tonbko celyac s 3ameTuna B Yrily HUM3KO OMYLLEHHbIA raMak, a B HemM HebomnbLlioro mMyxuuHy. OH
nexan W3orHyBLUMCb, U €ero Hora Kacanacb 3eMnu, packaumBas ramak B3ag v Bneped. OH He kasancs
0ocobeHHO MomnoApbiM, HO He Obin 1 cTapbiM. Emy Gbino, noxanyi, net TpuguaTtb, OAHAKO €ro Bnarble
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LLeKN 1 KOCTNSIBOE Tero Aenanu ero noxoXxum Ha pebeHka-guctpoduka. A kakve y Hero Obinm rnasa!
onybble, HA CMYTIIOM JMLLE, OHU CUAT OCNENUTENTbHOWM CUON.

A HenoBKO TonTanachb nocpegn KOMHaThbl. Bbino yto-To XYTKOE€ B HEACHOM CBeTe cBeyven, nrparowem
HaWMMN TEHAMUM Ha CTEHaX, yBeLlaHHbIX I'IayTVIHOIZ.

CnapTaHckas obcTaHOBKa — CTOS, TpU CTyna, ABa TabypeTa, packiagyllka co3faBarna B KOMHaTe
HeXunyto atMocdepy.

— Tbl 30€chb XuBeLWb? — crnpocuna s ABryctvHa.

— O, HeT, — ckasan OH, Npubnmxascb KO MHe, — 3TO MOMW NEeTHWUW ABOpeL, — [OBOSMbHbIN CBOEN
OCTPOTON, OH OTKUHYI rONOBY Ha3aj u 3axoxoTarn.

CmylleHHas, s OBuHynacb Kk Onvkainwemy TabypeTy UM BCKPMKHYNa, Korga 4To-To Gonblioe
oLiapanarno Mo NOAbIKKY. [HYCHBbIV rPSA3HbINA KOT rrases Ha MeHs.

— HeT Hyxabl KpuyaTb, cagasicb Ha CTyrn, — ckasan ABryCTUH M B3N HA PYKU KOCTMSIBOE KUBOTHOE.
CTouno xo3siHy nornagutb ero no rornose, Kak OH Hayan yp4yaTb, — OH HpaBuTcs Te6e? Thbl He Xoyellb
ero nornagutb?

A kateropmyecks 3amoTana ronoBon. MeHs cTpawunm He CTONbKO ONMOXM U YECOTOYHbIE TOSible
NATHA, paccbiNaHHble MO €ero XenToBaToOMW LUKYpe, Kak 3TW MPOH3UTENbHbIE XENTO-3eNeHble LLEeNOYKM
rnas, HM Ha MUr He cryckaBLUMe B3opa C MOero nuua.

— Ecnu mMbl XOTUM OTbICKaTb pacteHuna, HamMm nydule BbIXOAUTb, — CKa3all JleoH l-‘|l/IpI/IHO, nomoras
OOHbe Mepcep,ec nogHsTbes. OH oTuenun CTapyto namny, BUCeBLLUYKO Ha rso3fe 3a ABepblo, 3aXer ee n
Jan HamMm curHan cnegoBaTb 3a HUM.

Huskasi OBepb, 3akpbiTass 3aHaBecoM, Befla B 3a4HIOK YacTb AOMa, KOTopas Chyxuna KyxHem u
knagosoi. OQHON CTOPOHOW KOMHaTa BbIXOAMNAa Ha HeGOMbLUOW Yy4acTOK 3eMNN, YCaKEHHbIN TONCTbIMU
caxxeHLamn AepeBbeB W BbICOKUM KyCTapHUKOM. B cBeTe namnbl OH Bbirnsgen Kak pykToBbin cag 6e3
PYKTOB.

Mbl MPOTUCHYNNCb CKBO3b Opellb B HEMPOXOAMMOW CTEHe KyCTapHWMKa W OKasanucb B MyCTbIHHOW
YHbINTON MeCTHOCTU. CKIOH X0rimMa, NOKPbIThIN He4aBHO COXCKEHHOWN TPaBoW 1 00YrMBLUMMUCS NEHbKaMK,
BbIrMa4en B fiyHHOM CBeTe YPOASIMBO W CTPALLHO.

He ckasaB Hu cnoBa, JleoH YnprHO n ABryCTUH ncyesnu.
— Kyaa oHun nponann? — wenHyna s goHbe Mepcegec.
— OHu Bnepeamn Hac, — ckasana oHa, HeonpeerneHHO yKka3blBas B TEMHOTY.

TeHn, oXXuBNeHHbIe KEPOCMHOBOW NamMnon B pykax AoHbW Mepceaec, 3uraaramm npoHOCUNUCL PAAOM
C Hamu 1 Bnepeau Hac no Tpone, Beaylen B Yawy. A 3ameTuna Bganu ceBeT, OH cnabo mepuan ckBo3b
KycTbl. CNoBHO CBETNAYOK, OH TO MOSABMANCS, TO ucyesan. lNMogonga Kk Hemy nobnwke, A ycnblwana
MOHOTOHHOE MNeHWe, CMellaHHOe C Pe3KUMU 3BYKaMU XYXoKalMx HaceKOMbIX M JIMCTBbI, BOSNTHYEMOW
BETPOM.

Mepcegnec lNepanbta noracuna namny. Ho nepepn Tem, kak ucyes nocrnegHum 6nvk ceeta, s ysuaena,
Kak B3MeTHynacb B BO3ayxe ee tobka, ocefas Bo3ne ocChbinNaBLUENCA HU3KOW CTEHBbI, Warax B ABeHaauaTh
OT MeHs. OroHek curapbl ocBeTun ee urypy. M3 Makywku ee ronoBbl MCXOAWUNO Mpo3payHoe
mMepuaklLlee cuaHue. A OKINUKHYNa ee no MMeHun, HoO oTBeTa He Obino.

OuapoBaHHas, s cMoTperna Ha TymaHHoe 0bnako AblMa OT curapbl, KOTOpOe Mapwuno Mo Kpyry npsimo
Hago MHOM. [IbiIM He pacceuBarncs, a ocTaBasicad CKOHLEHTPUPOBAHHLIM Hapg 3eMrnein [0BOfMbHO Aornroe
BpemMs. YTo-TO KOCHYNOCb MOen Lekn. ABTOMaTMYeCKN A NogHecna pyky K Nuuy 1 B NOSTHOM U3YMIEHUN
yCTaBunacb Ha KOHYMKM NanbLeB — OHW cBeTunucb. A ucnyraHHoO Bpocunacb K cTeHe, rge cugena
AoHblo Mepcepfec. Ho ctouno MHe caenaTtb HECKOMbKO LIaroB, Kak MeHs nepexsatunuv JleoH YmpuHo m
ABryCTUH.

— Kypa Tbl, My3ua? — Hacmelunueo cnpocun JleoH YunpuHo.
— A xoTena nomo4b AoHbe Mepcenec cobunpatb pacTeHus.

Mow oTBeT, kasanocb, paccmewwunn mx. OHM TUXO paccmeanucb. JleoH YnprHo nornagun mMeHsa no
rornose, a ABIyCTUH NMOBKO CXBaTWi MeHs 3a OOonbLUOW nanewy n caaBui ero HECKONMbKO pas, CMOBHO OH
OblN pe3nHOBOW rpyLUEn.

— Ham npngeTcda TepnefnimBo oXXnaatb 340eCb, — CKa3all OH, — a cenyac ¢ NOMOLLIbIO 3TOro Nanbua A
NPOCTO 3aKa4vmnBato B Tebs TepneHue.

— OHa B3s1a MeHs1 ctoga, 4YTobbl 1 noMorana el, — HacTaMeana si.

— Bce BepHO, — YCMOKOMI OH MEeHsi, — Tbl MOMOraellb e, HO 3TO HE OTHOCUTCS K ee 3aHATUSM, —
B35IB MO PYKY, OH MOBEN MEHsI K ynaBLLeMY JepeBY.

— noaoXau OoHbio Mepceaec 3aecs.
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CepebpucTto-3eneHbie 1 Grectswme NUCTba cemucanm Ha nod Mepcepgec MNepanbTel. OHa 3akpenuna
doHapb Ha BeTBsX, Mpucena Ha 3eMso U Hayana CopTUpoBaTb pacTeHWsi, CKNadblBas NX B OTAemNbHbIE
Kyun. KopHu BepbeHbl nponuceiBanuck NpyM MeHCTpyanbHbix 6onsax. KopHu BanepuaHbl, BbIMOYEHHbIE B
pome, Oblnn maeanbHbIM CPEACTBOM OT HEBPO3OB, pasgpaKMTernbHOCTWM, OEeCrnoKOMCTBa M KOLLIMapoB.
KopHu TOpko, HacTosiHHbIE B pOMeE, U3fneynBanu OT aHEMUWN W XKeNTon nuxopagdku. KopHu resapuToTo, B
OCHOBHOM MY>KCKOE CpeACTBO, NpefHasHavanucb Npu 3aTpyaHEHUsIX C MOYEBbIM Ny3bipem. Po3maput u
pyTa rnaBHbIM 06pa3oM MCMNOMb30BanuCh kak AesnHpuumpyloLee cpeactso. JInctes Manesbl HA4O ObINO
npuvKnaabiBaTh Ha KOXY NPU CbIMsiX, a apTeMU3usl, CBapeHHas B COKe caxapHOro TpOCTHMKA, ycnokavneana
MeHcTpyarnbHble 6onn, ybusana napasuToB 1 yMeHbLUuana xap. Llebuna naneunsana actmy.

— Bce 9T pacTteHus pacTyT B TBOEM [ABOpe, — 03aJa4yeHHO ckasana s, — novemy Tbl Npuexana 3a
HUMU ctopa?

— Xovelb, A 4yTtOo-TO Tebe pacckaxy, Mysma? — Bmewanca ABryctuH, Beceno ynbibascb. OH
HaKMoHUN ronosy nobnuxe K MOen 1 npowlenTan: — 3TW pacTeHUs BbIPOCAM Ha Tpynax, — OH caenan
LLIMPOKMIA XKeCT PyKOW, — Mbl C TOBOM CTOMM nocpeaun knaadua.

A BCTpeBOXeHO ornsgenacb. 30ecb He ObifNo HW HaArpoOHbLIX MAUT, HU XONIMUKOB, KOTOpble Obl
yKasbiBanu mMecta norpebeHuns, xoTs, BNpoyeM, s He BuAena ux 1 Ha Apyrux knagbuiiax.

— 34ecb NOXOPOHEeHbl Halwn npedkn, — ckasan ABryCTMH U NMepekpecTuncs, — BOT B Takue Houw,
Korga nomHasi nyHa BCTaeT Had Morunamu, pucys 6enble TeHW B Lare oT AepeBbeB, MOXHO YChbllaTb
Xankue CToHbl 1 gpebesr uenen. 1o GpeayT MyXUYnHbI, HECS CBOM Cpe3aHHble ronoBbl. OHWM — Npu3paku
paboB, KOTOpble, 3apbiB B rMyOOKOM siME COKPOBULLA CBOMX X0351€B, Obinn obesrnasneHbl 1 norpebeHsl
Ha npoknaTom 3omnoTe. He Hapo 6oATbea nx, — Toponnueo Ao6asun ABryCTWH, — BCE, YTO UM HY>XKHO,
3TO HeMHOro poma. Ecnu Tbl gawb nm ero, oHn pacckaxyT Tebe, rae 3akonaHbl COKPOBMLLA.

30eck  GpodAT nMpuspakM  MOHAxoB, KOTOpble yMepnu GOroxynbCTBYss W ceidac KaxayT
MCMOBEeA0BaTLCA B CBOMX rpexax, HO HET HUKOrO, KTO Bbl yCrbllwan ux.

3pecb ecTb npu3pakn nupartos, npuweaunx B l—Iyao B MNOWUCKax 30J10Ta ucnaHueB, — OH TUXO
XOXOTHYIn n gosep4nBo nobasun: — TYT €CTb 1 OANHOKNE NMpU3pakn. OHu 3aBbIBaIOT, yBMnaeB MPOXOXeEro.
OHu camble NPOCTEHbKNE N3 BCEX. OHK He MPOCAT MHOroro. EanHCTBEHHOE XenaHne aTux npu3pakoB B
TOM, YTOObI KTO-TO pacckasasn 0 HUX Hallemy oTuy.

Cobpae kopHu B ogHy pyky, Mepcegec lNepanbTa MeaneHHo nogHsana cBok ronosy. Ee TemHble
rnasa ycTaBUIIUCb Ha MeHsl, — y ABrycTUHA HEUCCSIKAEMbIN 3anac UCTOPUIA, — ckasarna oHa, — Kaxabli
pacckas OH ykpallaeT 4o npegena.

ABrycTUH BCTan, BbITArMBas Teno U KoHevYHocTu. Kasanoch, y Hero He 6bino kocten. OH onycTuncs Ha
KoneHu nepepn AoHbel Mepceaec v cnpsitan CBOK rofioBy B €€ KOMeHsIX.

— Ham nyywie yIZTM, — CKa3alla OHa, HEXHO nornaame ero rno rofioee, — A NpuULLIO K Tebe My3|/|l0
Yyepel3 HEeCKOJ1bKO OHen.

— Ho = ledvy TOJ1bKO peten, — HpOGOpMOTaﬂ ABFyCTVIH, paccmaTpuBad MeHA C TPYCTHbIM U
BMHOBHbIM BUOOM.
— OHa He Hy>XOaeTcAa B neYeHun, — 3acmMmednacb OOHbA Mepce,qec, — BCe, 4Yero oHa Xo4eT, 3TO

NOCMOTpPETb Ha Teban nocnyuwaTtb TBOU UCTOPUN.

22.

A Bckounna OT Tonyka. YTO-TO C CWMbHBIM CTYKOM CBanuiocb Ha nocTenb y Moux Hor. Cobaka,
cnswas nobnm3ocTu, BCKMHYMa rofioBy, HaBOCTPWMA YLUIW, HO, HE YCIbILLAB HUYEro ApYyroro, KpOMe MouX
NPOKNSTUIA, BHOBb MOMOXWIa rofoBy Ha cBou nepefHve nanbl. CekyHay S COBEPLUEHHO He MoHMMana,
rae HaxoXxycb.

Ycnblwae MArkni, HacTOMYMBLIV LIENOT AoHbU Mepceaec, 8 BCMOMHMNA, YTO HaxXoXyCb B AoMe bpaTa
JleoHa YumpuHo, B maneHbkom ropofe B yace e3fbl oT KypMuHbl. A npunerna Ha packnagylike, a OHu
cobpanucb Ha KyxHe. JleoH YumpuHo n A ¢ goHben Mepcegec npuexanu cioga B cepeauHe Houn. OHm
XOTenun NPoBeCTM YacTHbIN ceaHe Ans ero 6para.

3akpbIB rMasa, s cena Ha CKOMKaHHYK MogyLiKy M npucnyllanacbh K yCrnokamearoLMM 3ByKaM roroca
uennTenbHULUbI. Mne Ka3alocCb, YTO 3BYKU OKYTbIBAOT MEHH4. A noytn 3acHyna, korga Hobasa cepua wyma
pa3byguna MeHst BHOBb.

3aTxnoe ogesno, KOTOPbIM 4 Obina YKpbITa, O6prTI/IJ'IOCb BOKpyr Moen wen. A npunoaHANach, YTOObI
nonpaBnTb €ro, N BCKPUKHynNa, yBuaeB KOTa ABFyCTMHa, KOTOprVI cunaen Ha MouxX KoreHax.

— lMoyemy Tbl Bcerga BM3XWLb, KOraa BUAULWbL MOEro nobumua? — ronoc, NpUeaLwnin 3 TEMHOTbI,
Oblf1 HAaNOMHEH MSrKOM MPOHMEN. ABIYCTUH, YCEBLUUCH Ha Kpal MOel NocTenu, CKPecTun Horu 1 3abpan
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CBOEro Kota, — 4 npuen 3awutntb Teds ot cobakn, — obbsicHUN oH. Ero 6necrswue rnasa cmotpenmu
MHE B NML0, — cobakun akTMyYecKkn He CnsaT no Hovam. Ecnv Thl OTKpOeLb rnasa B TEMHOTE, TO MOXELLb
yBUAETb, YTO cobaka crneanT 3a ToOOoM BCHO HOYb. [MO3TOMY MX U Ha3biBaOT CTOPOXEBLIMU NCaMu, — OH
3acMesAncsa Hag CBOEN LUYTKON.

7 6bIN0 OTKpbINa poOT, Xenag YTo-TO ckasaTb emy. Ho HM cnoBa He copBanock ¢ moux ryb. Egsa 4
noTsiHynacb K Hemy, ABFyCTWH U KOT, CMYTHO ApOXa nepeg MOMMW rfnasamu, UCHe3nu, pacTBOpPsiCb B
Bo3gyxe. HaBepHoe oHu ObinM BO OBope, nogymana £, W Bblwna Tyda xe. Ho HanomnHeHHbIN
npeapaccBeTHbIMU TeHAMU ABop 6bin NycT. A B3rMsiHyna Ha cBou Yackl. C MOMeHTa, Koraa Mbl npuexanu
clofa, NpoLwso Bcero Asa Yaca. f mogymana o TOM, YTO Mpocharna o4YeHb marno, 4tobbl BCTaBaTb, U
BHOBb MOBanunack Ha packnagyLky. HataHyB Ha ronoBy ogesino, s 3agpemarna.

*k%k

MeHs pa3byannu 3BykM roriocoB M My3blki. Bo3ayx Obin HanonHeH apomatom kodpe. JleoH YumpuHo,
CKMNOHSACb Hag KePOCMHOBOW MANTON, Npouexmnaan kode yepes dnaHeneBoe CUTEYKO.

— Hy kak, xopoLuo Bbicnanacb? — CNpOCWil OH, NpuUrnallias MeHs CECTb PSAOM.

4 ycenack 3a 60MbLUOV KBaApaTHbIN CTOS, MOKPbIThI COBEPLLUEHHO HOBOW KITEEHKOMN.

OH Hanun gBe Yawwku kode n gobaBun B Kaxayto Nno Lenon nopuun TPOCTHUKOBOTO NNKepa.
— OT0 Anga cunbl, — ckasarn OH, ABUrasi KO MHe ObIMSILLYIOCS YaLLKy.

Bosick onbsiHeTb, 51 caenana HeCcKONbKo HeYBEPEHHbIX FMOTKOB. Yalleyka Gbina packpalleHa po3amu,
no Kpato Lwen 305070 06040K.

OH cHOBa Hanumn B YallKy kode 1 nukep.

— [oHba Mepceaec roBopuT, YTO Thbl ACHOBUASLLUN, — CKa3ana 9, — Tbl MOXeLUb pacckas3aTb, YTO
MeHs xaeT B byaywiem? — A Hagesanacb, YTO CBOMM PE3KMM BOMPOCOM MOry JOOUTBCA OTKPOBEHHOIO
oTBeTa.

— Mwunaa Mmosi, — cka3an OH C TOW O4yapoBaTENbHOW BBLIOAEPKKOW, KaKyld CcTapble noan
AEMOHCTPUPYIOT B obpalleHumn ¢ kem-To Monoxe cebs, — A cTapbin npuaTens 4oHbU Mepcegec. A xuBy
ee npuspakamm U ee BOCMOMUHaHWUAMU. S pasgensio ee oAMHOYECTBO, — OH CHMOHYN CKBO3b 3Yy6bl,
BblTalMN ABE CMrapeTbl U3 Nayku Ha CTONe U NOMOXWM OAHY 3a yX0, — Thbl Ny4lle CXOAM M NoBMAaNCs ¢
ABryctmHoMm, — nocoseToBan OH, — aBryCcTWH Bcerga HaumHaeT paboTtatb ¢ paccseTom. [Mongem, A
nokaxy Tebe gopory B ropoga.

— Tbl NpocTo yxoauwb OT BONpoca, — ckasana s, He obpallasi BHUMaHWA Ha ero HeTepnenueble
NOnNbITKX BbIMPOBOANTE MEHHA M3 AOMa.

CwmeluHoe un CMYLLEHHOE Bblpa)XeHne nosAsuiioCb Ha ero nuue, — 4 He MOry pacCkasaTtb, YTO XAOeT
Tebs B 6WJ,YIJJ,GM, — 3adaBuj1 OH, — dACHOBUAdALWNME §UlIb MeEeJIbKOM BUOAT Belln, KOTOPbIX OHU
COBEpPLUEeHHO HEe NOHMMAaIOT, a 3aTeM OHU NpuayMbiBalOT OCTallbHOE.

OH B3an MO pyKy M DakTUYECKM BbITallMi MEHs Hapyxy, — § nokaxy Tebe gopory Kk gomy
ABrycTMHa, — NOBTOPUI OH HECKONbKO pas, — eCrnu Tbl NoNAeLlb 3TUM MyTeM, — cKa3an OH, yKa3blBas
Ha TPOMWHKY, cberasLlyl0 C XofnMa, — Tbl OCTUIHelW b ropoda, a TaM nbow ckaxeT Tebe, rae XuBeT
ABryCTUH.

— A kak xe goHbs Mepcegec? — cnpocwvna 1.
— Mebl BcTpeTumcsa ¢ Tobon Beyepom, — OTBETUN OH. 3aTeM, CKIOHUBLUMCb KO MHe, OH gobaswn

TAaNHCTBEHHbIM LUENOTOM: — OOHbA Mepcep,ec n4aynenmm uenbli AeHb Ha Aeno Moero 6paTa.
Kk

Bosayx HanmonHuncs webeTtaHvem ntuy GnaroyxaHvem 3perbix NrogoB, KOTOpble Cpeau TEeMHOM
nucTBbl Brecteny 30MoTbiMM criMTKaMu. [1pOTOpPeHHbIN MyTb, COGEraBlUMIA MO CKMOHY, BbITEKan Ha
LUMPOKYIO YNULy M BHOBb CBOpPayMBarn Ha XONIMbl, YK€ Ha APYroM KOHLE XXapKOro, 3anuToro COJHLEM
ropoaa.

XeHWwuHbl, noAMeTaBLUME LEMEHTHbIi TpoTyap rnepes CBOMMU SIPKO pacKpalleHHbIMU OoMaMMu,
OCTaHOBMIINCb Ha CEKYHAY W, MOBEPHYBLUWCH, MPUBETCTBOBANMN MEHS!, KOraa s ipoxoamna MUMo.

— Bbl He mornu 6bl ckasaTb, FAe XUBET Lenutenb ABFyCTI/IH? — cnpocuna 4 ogHy U3 HUX.

— KoHeuHo, Mory, — oTBeTuna oHa, NosoXusB NoA60poaoK Ha PYKU, CIOXKEHHbIE HAa PYKOSAATKE MEeTbl.
"POMKUM rornocomMm — 4TOObl criblanu NobonbITHbIE COCeAKM — OHa HampaBuiia MeHs K 3erleHOoMY
AOMUKY B KOHLIE YNnuubl, — BOT 3TOT, C OOMbLIOW aHTEHHOW Ha Kpbiwe. Tbl He olMnbellbcs, — OHa
CHU3Mna rosioc A0 WenoTta M KoHdWAeHUMansHo 3aBepura MeHsl, YTo ABIyCTUH MOXET BbleYnTb YTO
YrogHo oT 6eCCOoHHULbI 40 3MeNHOro yKkyca. [laxe pak U npokasa eMy HUMoYeM.

Ero toHble nauMeHThbl Bcerga yxoasT 300pOBbIMU.
A nocTyyana B napagHyto ABepb AoMa ABrycTuHa, HO HUKTO He OTO3Barics.
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— 3axoau, He CTecHsICA, — KPUKHYIa MarieHbkas JeBoYKa, BbIrMAabIBas U3 OKHa JoMa HanpoTus, —
aBrycTUH HaBepHoe He crnibiwnT. OH B 3a4Hei YyacTu goma.

lMocnepoBaB ee coBeTy, s LWArHyna BO BHYTpeHHee natvo M nobpena, 3arnsgbiBas B Kaxayio
KOMHaTy. He cuntas ramakoB, ABe NepBble KOMHATbI BbINU COBEPLUEHHO NyCcTbiMK. CriegytoLlas cnyxuna
roctTuHon. CTeHbl ee Oblnn yKpalleHbl KaneHgapsaMu M XypHanbHbIMU Bblpe3kamu. [Nepen orpoMHbIM
TENeBU30POM BbICTPOUIICS PSS CTYNbEB U KYLLETOK.

Hanblwe Obina kKyxHA. 3a Hew, 4Yepes3 HuLly, HauyMHanacb crefylouas komHaTa, rae 3a 6onblimm
ctonom cugen AsrycTuH. Korga s nosiBunacb, OH ranaHTHoO BCTan u, ynelbascb, novyecan CBOK ronosy.
Opyryio pyky OH 3acyHyn B rnybOKui kapMaH MOHOLUEHHbIX LUTaHOB LBeTa xaku. Ero 6enasa pybaluka
Oblna 3anaTtaHa, a MaHXeTbl pykaBoB 06Tpenanvcek OT CTapoCcTu.

— 370 Mot paboumit kabruHeT! — ropao BOCKIUKHYM OH, 06BOAS pyKamu NMPOCTPaHCTBO BOKPYr cebs,
— s Bcex BCTpevato 3geck. M ko MHe Bcerga MOXHO.

Mowu naumeHTbI npuxogdT 4epes 3Ty ABepb. OHa NMPUHOCUT UM CHacCTbe.

KomHaTa, XopoLLo NpoBeTpeHHas N OCBELLEHHAs, MMeNa ABa OKHa, KOTOpble BbIXOAUNN Ha XonMmbl. B
BO3yXe CTOAN 3anax Kakoro-to AesvHduuupylolero cpeacrtsa. Ha cTeHax Bbicunucb psaabl
HEeOKpaLLEeHHbIX MOSMOK. Ha HMX B WCKNIOUYMTENbHOM MNOCNeAoBaTeNbHOCTU CTOSNM pasHOro pasmMepa
dnarm, 6yTbiNkK, 6aHKn 1 KOPOOKN, HAMOSTHEHHBIE CYXMMMW KOPELLKaMU, KOPOM, NMUCTbAMU U LiIBETAMMU.

ﬂp]’lbIKVI Ha HMX OblnyM o3arnaeneHbl He TOJbKO 06LLI,eI'IpVIHFITbIMVI Ha3BaHUAMU, HO W codepXxalu
HaY4YHYIO NaTUHCKYO HOMEHKNaTypy.

Y OTKPbITOIrO OKHa pacnonaranca Ctosl C pe3HbIMU HOXKaMW. Ha Hem aKKypaTHO BbICTPOUITUCb
6yTbI.l'IO‘-IKVI, Yawlkn, NecTukn n kaurn. o KpasdaM CTOodJ1a napa BECOB. KpOBaTb N OrpoMHoO€E pacnaTue,
BUceBLUee B Yyriy, 3aXXeHHble CBe4Yn Ha Tpeyroanon noacrtaBke, noareepXxpgann 1o, YTO A BOLIa B
pa6oqy+o KOMHaTy uennTend, a He KaKOI'O-HVI6yﬂ,b CTapoMoaHOro anteKkaps4.

Cpasy, 6e3 BCSKMX pa3roBOpoB, ABIYCTWH MPUHEC M3 KYXHU elle OAMH CTYNn W MpUrfacui MeHs
Habnogatb 3a ero pa6otoil. OH pacnaxHyn GOKOBYK OBepb, Ha KOTOPYH yKasbiBan npexge. Tam B
CMEXHOW KOMHaTe y)ke CUAEeNu NOCeTUTENN — TPY KEHLLMHbI U YETBEPO AeTeN.

Bpems nponeteno HesameTHo. OH Ha4yMHanN neyeHve nauymeHTa ¢ ocMoTpa BaHkm ¢ moyon pebeHka,
KOTOPYK MpUHOCUNA MaTb Kaxaoro u3 Hux. MNobyxaas Kaxaykt XXeHLMHY pacckasbiBaTb O CMMMATOMAax
©onesHun, ABryctvH HaumHan "uutaTb BoAbl". 3anax, uUBeT, BMA MUKPOOOB unm "cnupanek”, Kak OH
npegnoynTan ux HasbliBaTb, U KOTOPbIX, MO €ro YyTBEPXAEHMWIO, OH BUAEN HEBOOPYXXEHHbLIM rfla3oM, Bce
3TO TWAaTeNbHO B3BELUMBANOCh Nepe OKoHYaTeNlbHOM NOCTAHOBKOW AMarHo3a.

Hanbonee pacnpocTpaHeHHbIMW GOMEe3HAMU, KOTOPble OH MOr BbISIBATH Mpu "4TeHun BoA", Obinu
nuxopagka, NpocTyaa, pacCTPOMUCTBO Xenyaka, napasvTbl, acTMa, Cbifb, anneprus, aHemMus N gaxe Kopb
n ocna.

B noytutensHoM MonuaHuM Kaxaas XeHwuHa oxupana oT ABrycTMHa npusbiBa MOMOLLUWM XpUCTA,
nocrne 4ero OH MponucbiBan nogxogdllee nekapcTBO. 3HAKOMbIA C COBPEMEHHOW hapmakoneen u
BepsWMN B Hee, ABryCTMH B OOMOSIHEHME K CODCTBEHHbIM OTBapam NPOMUCbIBaN MOMOKO MarHesmw,
aHTUBMOTWKKN, acNMPUH U BUTaMUHbI, KOTOpblE, OAHAaKO, Nepeckinan v nepenvean B COGCTBEHHYIO Tapy.
Kak n Mepcepec lNepanbta, oH He HasHayan nnaTbl 3a NevYeHne, OCTaBnNAsA 3TO HA YCMOTPEHWe CBOUX
knueHToB. OHM NNaTUNK CTONBKO, CKOMbKO MOrNn cebe Nno3BonuThb.

Haw no3gHuin oben M3 ubiniieHka u )KapeHoﬁ CBUHUHbI HaM TMpUHecCna XeHLWuHa, XuByulad no
cocencTay. Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT B KYyXHIO BOLUeNT MyX4YuHa, HeCA Ha pykax HebonbLOoro noapoCTKa.
ManbyuK WecTn nnu cemn neT nopeasan UKpy Horu, urpasd Ha nosfne ¢ madveTe CBoero oTua.

CnoKOMHO 1 yBepeHHO ABFyCTMH MOMNoXun pebeHka Ha KoMKy B CBOel pabodelt KOMHaTe M pa3Bsidan
NPOMNUTaHHYI0 KPOBb MOBA3KY. CHavanma OH NpOMbIN rMyOoKuiA Mnope3 COKOM pO3MapuHa, 3aTem
nepekncbio Bogopoaa.

prLI,HO ckasaTb, OblT 1M Manb4uk 3arMnHOTU3NpPoOBaH YycCnokanBawWnMn nNpUMKOCHOBEHUAMN
ABFyCTI/lHa, Korga TOoT MaccupoBall BCTPEBOXEHHOE MalieHbKoe JTMYUKO, Unn ero MArknmm rosiocom, Korga
OH YnTan 3aknuHaHus. Ho 4yepe3 HEeKOTOopOoe BpeMsA Marnblill yCHYI. ABryCTI/IH Xe npuctynun K Haunbonee
Ba)XHOM 4acTW CBOEero nedeHumda. [na ocTaHOBKU KPOBOTEYEHUA OH MNPUIoXxuilt K paHe npunapky wus3
JINCTbEeB, CMOY€HHbIX B YACTOM TPOCTHMUKOBOM J1MKEpeE. 3aTtemM OH npuroToBun nacty, KOTopas, Kak OH
yTBepxXxaarn, OoJpKHa Oblna 3ane4nTb paHy B Te4eHne OecAatTun OHEeNn, He OCTaBMB Aaxe LBa.

BoaaBaB k pykoBOoACTBY Xpl/ICTa, ABFyCTl/IH 6pr3Hyﬂ HECKOMbKO Kaneslb MOJSIOYHOMN CyGCTaHLI,MI/I Ha
PaKoOBUHY. MepgneHHbIMK PUTMUYHBIMWN  OBUMXEHUAMU OH Ha4dan D,pO6I/ITb pakoBuHY LLMNPOKUM
noepeBAHHbIM  MECTUKOM. l—lepes non4yaca OH nony4Yun 4YyTb MeHblle MNOJIOBUHDI YaNHOM FOXKN
3e51eHOBaTomn, C 3anaxom MYCKycCa, CY6CTaHLI,l/II/I.

OH ocMOTpen paHy elle pa3 1, CkaB nopes nanbuamu, 3aKpblil €ro U TWaTeNbHO HanoXurn CBepxy
nacty. llenya mMonuTBbl, OH MCKYCHO nepebuHTOBan HOry nonockamu Oenowi matepun. [oBonbHas
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ynbibka ocBeTuna ero nuuo. OH nepefan CrnsAwWero mManbyvka B pyku oTua M npukasan npuBoauTb ero
KaXablii ieHb Ha NepeBsi3ky.
* k%

Mocne obena, ybeouBLINCE, YTO NaUMEHTOB cerogHsa Gonblie He OyaeT, ABryCTUH MPEANOXUI MHe
nporynaTecs Bo ABope. Ero nekapcTBeHHbIE pacTEHNsI POCIY akKypaTHbIMWU psiaaMn, pacrnonoXeHHbIE B
TOM >Xe nopsiake, YTo u HGaHku Ha cTone u norkax B ero paboyen komHaTe. B ganbHeMm KoHue gBopa y
©peBeHYaTOro capasi CTosin CTapblii KEPOCUHOBbLIN XONOANMBbHUK.

— He oTkpbiBan ero! — 3akpuyvan ABryCTuH, KPEMKO CXXUMasi MOK PYKY.
— Kak 6bl 51 cmorna? — obuaenach s, — OH e Ha 3amke. Kakve TalHbl Tbl XpaHULLIb B HEM?
— Mowm yapbl, — npoLenTarn oH, — Tbl 3Haellb, YTO 51 NPaKTUKYHO KONMAOBCTBO?

— B ero ronoce ckBoauna HacMellKa, HO fMLIO OCTaBanoch XMypbiM, — £ CrieLManncT no nevyeHuto
AeTel 1 HaBedeHWIo Yap Ha B3POCHbIX.

— Tbl 4ENACTBUTENBHO NPaKTUKyeLlb KONAOBCTBO? — CMNPOCUMa s C He4OBEPUEM.

— He 6yab Tynon, Mysusi, — Bbipyrancsa AerycTuH. OH nomonyan cekyHay, a 3aTem Bblpas3nTenbHO
pobaeun: — AoHbs Mepcegec HaBepHo roBopuna Tebe, YTo ApYrol CTOPOHOW LEeNUTENbLCTBA SABNSETCS
kongoBctBo. OHM wmayT 6ok o OOK, Tak kak ogHo OecnonesHo 6e3 agpyroro. A nedvy peten. A
OKOJI110BbIBa0 B3POCIbIX, — MOBTOPWUI OH, NOCTYKMBAs MO KPbILLKE XONoAUNbHUKA, — A O0p K TeM, U K
apyrMm. JoHbs Mepceaec roBopuT, YTo ofHaxdbl MHE NPUAETCS OKONAOBLIBaTb TEX, KOO S NeYunn B ux
OHble rofbl, — OH 3acMesificsl, YBUAEB MOE WCMyraHHoe Nuuo, — s He AyMato, YTo 3TO BO3MOXHo. Ho
nycTb HaC paccyauT Bpewmsi.

MHe NOHPpaBWUIiaCcb €ro OTKPbITOCTb, U A pacCKa3aJia eMy TO, O 4HeM AymMmara uenbin geHb. O Tom, YTo A
BMAENa u cnbilana ero 3Tol camoin HOYbIO.

ABrycTuH cnyLwian BHMMaTENbHO, HO €ro B3rnsg HUYEro He Bbipaxar.
— £ coBepLIEeHHO He MOry MOHATb, YTO MPOM3OLLMO, — roBopuna g, — HO 3TO 6bin He COH!
Ero HexxenaHune oueHNTb Unn o6bACHUTL MHE 3TO BbIBENO MeHs 13 cebs n A HacTanBana Ha oTBeTe.

— MebI ¢ TOGOM Tak CXOXK, YTO MHE 3aXOTENOCh Y3HaTb, AENCTBUTENBHO NN Tbl MEANYM, — CKa3ar OH,
ynblbasicb, — cenyac 1 3Hato, Y4TO 3TO TaK.

— MHe kaxeTcsl, Tbl CMeeLlbCsl Ha0 MHOW, — cKka3ana s B ellle 0osbliemM oTYasiHUN.
EpOBVI ABFyCTI/IHa NOAHANNCL B NU3YMINEHNU, — HaBEPHO MPOCTO YyXaCHO UMETb Takne ANMNHHbIE HOTN.

— [AnuHHbIE HOrM? — npobopmoTana A B HEAOYMEHWU, pasrnsaabiBas CBOM OOCOHOXKM, — MOMW HOMU
ngeanbHO COOTBETCTBYIOT MOEMY POCTY.

— OHu mornn 6bl BbITb YyTb MEeHblle, — HacCTaunBarn ABFYCTVIH, NPUKPbIB NalblamMn CBOU FY6bI,
CTapadcCb coepXxaTtb yﬂbI6Ky, — TBOU HOIM 4epecyyp OJINHHDbI.

BoT noyemy Thbl XKMBELLb B HECKOHYAEMOW AENCTBUTENBHOCTU. BOT noyemy Thbl Xouellb 06bSACHUTL BCE
Ha cBeTe, — B €ro rosioce HacMellka CMeHWUnacb ropbKMM cOCTpajaHueMm, — KOMAOBCTBO crieayer
npaBunam, KoTopble He MOryT ObITb NPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAHLI HA OMbITE WM MOBTOPEHbl. OTUM OHM
OTNNYalTCs OT OPYrnx 3akoHOB Mpupodbl. KomgoBCTBO — 3TO TOYHOe [encTBue ybepuTenbHowm
NPUYMHbI, YTOObI MOAHATBLCA Bbie cebs UNKU, ecniv Xoyellb, OMYCTUTbCA HWXKe cebd, — OH TUXo
3acMesncd 1 TOMKHYM MeHs.

#A cnoTkHynack, 1 OH BbLICTPO NOAXBATU MEHS, yaAepXKuBasi OT NageHus.

— Hy Kak, cendyac Thl y6eD,VIJ'IaCb, YTO TBOM HOM CIIMLIKOM AOfIMHHBI? — cnpocun ABFyCTMH n
3axoxoTarn.

MHe nokasanocb, TO OH MbiTaeTcs 3arMnHOTN3NpoBaTb MEHA. OH CMOTpPEN Ha MeHA HE MUurag. A 6bina
nneHHuuen ero rnas. CrnoBHO ABe Kanniu BoAbl OHWU pactekanucb Bce wWunpe n wunpe, 3acrioHdd Bce
BOKpPYI Me€HA. EnunHcTBEHHOE, YTO 51 0OCO3HaBana, bbin ero ronoc.

— KonagyH BbiGMpaeT ObiTb OTAWYHBIM OT TOro, Yem OH Obln MOAHAT, — MpoAoskKan OH, — OH
NOHUMAET, YTO KONJOBCTBO — 3TO €10 BCEN KU3HU.

MocpeacTBOM Yap OH TKET Y30pbl, MOXOXWE Ha NayTWHY. Y30pbl, KOTOpble NepefarT Bbl3BaHHbIE
CUJIbl K KaKOMY-TO BbiCOYallleMy TauHCTBY. [lena yerioBeka MMeET GECKOHEYHYH MO MPOTSKEHHOCTU
CceTb pesynbTaToB; OH MPUHUMAET U WCTONKOBbLIBAET 3TU pesynbTaTbl Marnyeckum oGpasoM, — OH
npuénusnn Ko MHe CBOe NUUO elle Grvke M NMPOM3HEC MOYTU LUEeNOTOM: — CuMia, C KOTOPOW KONAyH
AEPXUT pearibHOCTb Mto6biM cnocobom, KOTOPbIN eCTb B apceHarne ero UCKyccTBa.

Ho oH Hukorga He 3abbiBaeT, kakonm Obina u Kakom ctana peanbHOCTb, — 0e3 MMLWHUX CMOB OH
NMOBEPHYICH M 3awlaran B FOCTUHYIO.
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£ 6eicTpo nocnegoBana 3a HUM. OH NPbIrHYN Ha AVBaH W Cerl, CKPECTMB HOIW; TOYHO Tak Xe OH cuaen
M Ha MOen KpoBaTW. YNbIOHYBLUMCbL MHE, OH MOXsonan MecTo psgom ¢ cobon, — aaBal MOCMOTPUM
HacToslLLiee KOMAOBCTBO, — CKasar OH, BKNoYas AMCTaHLUMOHHOE yrpaBreHne OrpoMHOro Tenesn3opa.

A He ycnena 3agaTb €My HWM OOHOro Bornpoca. B crnepylowmii MOMEHT Hac oKpyxwuna rpynna
XMXMKatoLLeid eTBOpbl U3 COCeHUX JOMOB.

— Kaxgblh Bedyep OHM npuberatT cioga MOCMOTPETb TeneBm3op. OTO Ha vac unm bonblie, —
06bsAcHUN ABrycTuH, — No3xe y Hac OyaeT BpemMsi Ang pa3rosopa.

lMocne nepeBoi BCTpeun A cTana 6ecnpnctpacTHOM NOKITOHHULEN ABIyCTUHA.

I'IplenequHaﬂ He CTONbKO ero MacTepCcTBOM uenuntens, CKOJ1bKO TaNHCTBEHHON
nHanBmnaOyarnbHOCTbIO, A (baKTI/I‘-IeCKI/I nepecenunachb B TalHbl NyCTbIX KOMHAT ero goma. OH cnnetan ans
MeHs1 6eCKOHeYHbIe MCTOpUK, BKIo4aa B HUX TO, YTO XOTela AaTb MHE nocnyLwaTtb Mepce,qec I'Iepaana.

*k%

McnyraHHbin cnabbiM CTOHOM, ABIYCTUH OTKpbI rrasa. B nyye cBeTa, NOABELIEHHbI HA HEBUOVUMOM
HUTK, ¢ 06NYNNEHHOro TPOCTHUKOBOrO NOTONKa cryckancsa nayk. OH onycKarncs BCe HUXe U Hke, Tyaa,
roe, CBEPHYBLUMCb Kak KOT, nexan ABrycTuH. Manbiw MNOTAHYNCSA K nayky, cAaBuil ero crnabdbiMu
nanbuamm M cben. B3goxHyB, OH MoATSHYN KoneHu nobnwke K rpyau, gpoxa OT npenpaccBeTHOro
X0no4a, KOTOpPbIA COYMIICS CKBO3b LLENY IPSA3HbIX CTEH.

ABFyCTI/IH yXe He MOl NPpUNOMHUTb, CKOJTIbKO OHen nnn Hegenb npoLwso ¢ Tex nop, Kak MaTb NpuHecna
€ro B 3Ty BETXYHO 386pOLIJeHHYIO XWXUHY, rae netyydymne Mbilln cBUCaliM C NOTOJIKA, CITOBHO HE3aXOKEeHHble
JTaMno4KKn, a TapakaHbl pOUIINCb JHEM U HOYbIO. OH 3Han TONbKO, YTO OH FOJIOAEH, U YTO CIIN3HSKN, naykum
N KY3HEYMKN HUKOraa He CMOryT YTOJNNTb rpbl3yLline ©oonu B ero B34YTOM XXMBOTE.

ABryCTVH ycnbiwan crnabbli CTOH, KOTOPbIA UCXOAWMN M3 3aTEMHEHHOro yrna B AallbHeM KOHLe
komHaTbl. OH yBugen npu3pak csoen matepu. OHa cugena Ha maTpace, ee poT bbin crerka NPUOTKPbIT.
OHa TOMHO pacTuparna CBOW ronblil XXUBOT, OceasiaB MaTtpac, CroBHO ocrna. Ee ronas TeHb ckonb3auna
BBEPX M BHWU3 MO 3aKOMYEHHOW CTEHE.

Yacom paHblue OH BUAen CBOKO MaTb B TOT MOMEHT, KOrga oHa gpanacb ¢ Myx4mHon. OH Bugen kak
ee ronble HOry, CMOBHO [BE YepHble 3MeW, TECHO onfeTtasd TOPC MYX4YMHbI, B3ObIManucb Mnpu ero
AblxaHun. W korga oH ycnbiwan NPOH3UTENBHbIV KPUK 1 3TY THETYLLYIO TULLIMHY, OCTAHOBUBLUYIO HOYb, OH
3Han, 4To Myx4uHa Bbivrpan 6utsy. OH ybun ee.

YcTtanble rmasa ABryctMHa 3akpbinucb B 6naeHcTBe mpu MbICnKU, 4YTO OH cTan cupoton. OH 6bin B
BesonacHocTu. Ero Bo3bmyT B nputoT. o4 wenecT npuspadHbiX B3GOX0B, XMXUKaHbSA U LWenoTa maTtepu
OH 3apeman elle pas.

*kk

"POMKUIA CTOH PacKOMON YTPEHHIO TULLMHY. ABIYCTMH OTKPbIS Ffasa M 3akycun Kynak, ocTaHaBnuBas
Bonnb. MNepen HUM Ha MaTpace cuaen MyXxdvHa, TOT Cambli, U3 HOYHOTO KOLLIMapa.

ABIYCTVH He 3Han ero, HO Obin yBepeH, 4To OH 13 Minampu. OH CMYTHO MOMHWN, YTO BUAEN €ro, Koraa
MaTb pasroBapuBana C HAM Ha nnowagun. Hey>|<en|/| XeHLWwnHa un3 MarieHbKon OepeBYyLUKM Ha XonMax
Benena npmMee3Tn ero obpaTHoO?

Bo3MOXHO OH yObeT ero? OToro He MoXeT ObITb. [POCTO 3TO APKMI N YXKACHbBIN COH.

MyxumMHa OTKaWnsnca M ChnoHyn Ha 3emn. Ero ronoc 3anonHun komHaty, — s 3abepy Tebs
cerofHs. Ho a1 He Mory B3siTb Manb4mLLKy. [loyemy Tbl He OCTaBuna ero y npotectaHToB? Thl e 3Haellb,
OHMW NPUHUMAIOT JETEN, N AaXe eCl OHW Ero He NPUMYT, TO XOTS Gbl HAKOPMSAT.

Korga ABrycTvH ycrbilwan peskuii OTBET MaTepu, OH MOHSM, YTO NMPOCHYICS OKoHYaTernbHO. OH 3Han,
YTO 3TO YK€ HEe MpU3pak.

— npOTeCTaHTbI He 6epyT peGeHKa, €CJIn OH He CupoTa, — CKasasna ero matb, — MHe HU4Yero He
OCTaBalrioCcb genatb, Kak OTHEeCTU pe6eHKa B 3Ty 3a6p0LueHHyro XUXKUHY. A xotena, 4Tobbl OH ymep.

— S 3Hal0 XeHLUMHy, KoTopasi BO3bMET ero, — MnpoLuenTan MyXdiHa, — OHa 3HaeT, YTO C HUM
genaTb. OHa BegbMma.

— Cnnwkom no3gHo, — oTo3Banacb Matb, — S X0Tena otaate ABrycTuHa BedbMe, Koraa OH TONbKO
pogurnics. OH 6bin coBceM ManeHbkum, U Begbma 13 Mnanpu xotena 3abpatb ero cebe. OHa Hamouna
€ro 3erbem 1 Hauenuna amyrneTbl Ha ero 3anscTbs u weto. OHU XpaHAT ero oT 6eacTeui 1 6onesHen. A
3Hal0, OHA HamnoXwra Ha Hero 3aknaATtbe. OTO M3-3a Hee Bce Mou Oedbl, — MaTb 3amondana Ha
MrHOBEHWE, 3aTeM CAABIEHHbLIM LLIEMNOTOM, CMIOBHO Noj AaBfieHMEM HEBUAMMOrO Bpara, gobasuna: — s
B yxace oT BefbM. Ecnn s ceiidac ocTaHycb ofHa, OHa Yy3HaeT, YTO A He KopMunia manbymwky. OHa
yObeT MeHs.

Cnesbl nokatunuck no wekam AsryctnHa. OH BCMOMHMN AHKW B Minampu, korga maTtb 6atokana ero Ha
cBoux pykax. OHa gywumna ero nouenysMym v roBopuna, Yto ero rrnasa Nnoxoxu Ha Kycouku Heba. Ho
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KOF[a XXEHLUMHA W3 COCeAHeN XMXKMHbI 3anpeTuna CBOMM AeTAM WUrPaTh C HUM, ero MaTb M3MEHWUMAch.
Ona 6Gornblle He nackana v He LenoBana ero. B KOHLE KOHLOB OHa COBEpPLUEHHO Mnepecrtana C HUM
pasrosapvBsarh.

OpHaxabl nocne obeda cocefka nNpuHecCna B UX XWXUMHY mMepTBoro pebeHka, — ronybble rnasa Ha
YepHOM Nnuue, — Kpuyana oHa matepu ABryctnHa, — 370 pabota gbsasona. 3710 u ectb abason. OH youn
MOe OMTS AypHbIM rra3om. Ecnn Tel He n36aBuLLbCS M HE U3BeAELlb ManbyYULLIKY, 3TO caenat 4.

Tol xe HoYbl MaTb ybexana c HUM B XOnNwmbl. ABryCTUH Bbin yBEPEH, YTO 3TO cocefka HaBerna Ha
MaTb 3aKnATVE, Tak Kak OHa HeHaBuaerna ero.

"POMKMI1 rofioc Myx4MHbl 0GopBan pasgymbst ABrycTuHa.

— Tebe Henb3s BeCcTu ero Kk Begbme. A cam nonpolly ee 3abpaTb pebeHka cerogHsi Bedepom. [Notom
Mbl yegeM. 4 yBesy Tebsa Tak ganeko, YTO BeAbMa HMKOrga He oTbileT Tebsi, — noobeLan oH en.

MaTb gonro Monyana, a 3aTeMm, OTKMHYB FONIOBY Hasad, 3axoxoTana, kak cymacwepgwasi. OHa
BCKO4MINa C MaTpaca u, HakKMHYB Ha Tesno rpa3Hoe oaesAno, nowna 4epel3 KoOMHaTty, O6XOLI,F| CITOMaHHbIN
CTON 1 pa3dpoCaHHble ALLNKN.

— B3rnsHu Ha Hero, — npowlenTtana oHa, ykasbiBad nogbopoakoM B yron, roe nexan ABrycTWH,
NPUTBOPSISICb CMSILLMM, — €My TOJTbKO LUECTb JIeT, @ OH BbIMMSAWT Kak 3MIOLWNA CTapuK. Y Hero BbinagaroT
Bonocbl. Ero Teno nokpbiTo oTpenbamun. Ero mMBoT pacnyx oT napasutoB. Ho OH BbKuM. Y Hero Het
ogexabl. OH cnan 6e3 ogesna. M oH gaxe He NPOCTY)XeH, — OHa 0BepHynach K My>X4MHE, — HeyXenu
Tbl HE BMAWLb, YTO OH U B caMOM ferne apbsson? [baBon HangeT MeHsa Be3fe, Kyaa Obl 9 HM yexana, —
rmasa maTepu nuxopagodHo Onectenu nog pacTpenaHHbIMU BOMOCaMW, — MbIClb O TOM, 4YTO $
BCKOpMMIA ObsiBONa CBOEW Ipyabto, HANOMHAET MEHS Y)XacoOM U TPEMETOM.

OHa nogoluna K Huwe, rae npsTtana xned, KOTopbli MyX4uMHa MPUHEC el NpOLUNon Houbto. MaTb
NPOTSHYNa KyCOK MY>KYMHE W, HaKyCVB APYroi, onycTunack ¢ HUM Ha maTpac.

MOHOTOHHbIM ©e3HafeXHbIM FoflocoOM OHa pacckasana o0 TOM, Kak nogmMeHunm ABFyCTMHa, — OdHa
XeHWwunHa B rocnutane nogmeHwuna Moero pe6eHKa Ha 3TOro AbsABOJ1a, — B CTPACTHOM MNOpbIBE OHa
noBbICUITa roJyioC A0 KpuKa, — BCE 3HaJ11, YTO Y MEeHA OO0JKHa ObITb geBoyka. Mo XnBOT Obin LLNPOK, a
HE 3a0CTpEH. Y MeHs BbiNaganu BoOChl, a Ha KoXe NosiBUNUCH NpbILWK N NATHA. Mowu Horu B34YyINUCHb.

Pa3Be aT0 He 40OKa3aTenbLCTBO TOrO, YTO S HOCUIA AEeBOYKY?

CnepBa, gaxe 3Has, YTO ero NOAMEHUNWU, 9 He Morna He nmobuTtb ero. OH Obln TakoW YMHbIV Y
KpacuBbln. OH HUKoraa He Kpudan. OH 3aroBopun paHblue, Yem Hay4duncs xoguTtb. OH nen kak aHren. A
OTKasblBanacb BepuTb TOW XeHLmHe n3 Minaupwu, kotopas 0b6BuHANa ABryctuHa B OypHOM rnase. [axe
nocne TOro, Kak 1 poguna mepTeoro pebeHka, 1 He obpaluana BHUMaHUA Ha HaMeku cocegen. A nNpocTo
Aymana, 4To oHM Heobpa3oBaHHbI, U XyXe BCEero, YTo OHWU 3aBUAYHOT NpekpacHbIM rmasam pebeHka. [a n
KTO Korga cnblwarn, 4To pebeHoK MOXeT MMeTb OypHOW rna3? — oHa cockpebna 6eny MsArkyto
BHYTPEHHOCTb CBOEro Kycka 1 bpocuna cyxylo KOpKy Yyepes KOMHaTy, — HO KOrga npv asapwuv Ha 3aBoge
normd Mom MyX, S corfacunach C XeHLUHON, — OHa 3akpbifa nuuo pykamu n gobasuna: — ABrycTuH
Hukorga He 6onen. A xoTena octaBuTb ero B Minanpu Ha npou3son cyapbbl. Torga 6bl ero cmMepTb He
Obina Ha MOeln CoBeCTM.

— [aBai 5 noroBopro C TOW XEHLMHON, O KoTopon A Tebe pacckasbiBan, — ckasan MyxuuHa. Ero
rornoc 3By4arn TUxo, HO y6eauTenbHO, — 5 3Hato, YTO OHa BO3bMET €ro.

MoToM MyX4YMHa [OOMro pacckasbiBan o cBoeil paboTe B dhapmaueBTudeckol natopatopun. OH
paboTan Ha cknage v Gbin B XOPOLLIMX OTHOLLEHUAX C XO3AUHOM.

OH 6biIn yBepeH, 4To emy 6e3 Tpyaa yaacTcs NonyyuTb aBaHC, — W Mbl BOBOeM yefeMm B Kapkac, —
WwenTtan matepu MyxudmHa. OH NogHANCs U ofencsl, — AW MeHs okono nabopatopuun. f Beiigy B NATb
yacoB. K Tomy BpemeHU Bce ByaeT yCTPOEHO.

*k%

ABryCTVH MOAMNON3 K CYXOW KOpKe, fexasllend Ha 3emne. HeTBepaon MOXOAKOWM OH npoluen yepes
KOMHaTy W WarHyn Tyga, YTo Korga-to cuntanochb Asopom. OH Hanpaensncs Kk cBoemy nobumomy mecTy,
K CYy4KOBaTOWM CyxOW akauuu, KoTopas HaBucana Hapg ywenoem. OH cen Ha 3emIito, BbITSHYB Horu. Ero
rornas cnvHa Kacanacb 4YacTu OCbINaBLUENCS HU3KOW CTEHbI, KOTOpas OKpykana nrioLagky.

KocTnsiBbili, GonesHeHHbI Ha BUA KOT, CrefoBaBLUMIA 3a HAM BCIO opory 13 Minampw, noTepcst CBoewn
rPsi3HOW LWepCTbio O ero 6eapo. ABryCTUH dan eMy ManeHbKUA KycOdeK KOpPKW M MOATOSMKHYN KoTa K
AlepuLaM, CHYIOLWMM CKBO3b LLENMW IMUHOOUTHOM cTeHbl. OH Mor 6bl M HE 4eNUTLCA C HAM edon. Manbiw
He B cunax Obin YyTONMWTbL CBOW HEYTONWMBbIA TONOA; FONOA, KOTOPbIA HAMOMHAN OHU M HOYM CHaMu O
nuwie. OH 3agpemMan co B34OXOM Ha rybax.

HanyraHHbIl NopbIBOM BeTpa, Marnb4uk NpocHyncs. Cyxue NUCTbs 3aKpyXXMIUCb BOKPYr Hero. JnucTea
B3Mbila B BO34yX WM KOPWYHEBBLIM LIypLIALLMM BOLOBOPOTOM omnyctunack B yuwienbe. OH crblwan
XypyaHue pydbsi BHM3Y. Korga wen foxab, Menkuil pyvei paspacTancst B OypHbIii MOTOK, HECYLLUIA Ha
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BOMTHAX [OepeBbsi W MEPTBbIA CKOT W3 TOPHbIX OepeBeHb. ABryCTMH MOAHSN TOfIOBY W Ornsigen
©e3MornBHblE XONMbl BOKpYr cebs. Boanu peakuii ctonb gbiMa yxoawmn B HeGO, cnmuBasick ¢ Oerywumm
obnakamu. HaBepHoe, Tam npoTecTaHTcKas MUccus, nogyMan OH. Minu, BO3MOXHO, AbIM LIen U3 goMa
JKEHLLUMHbI, KoTopas He Gosinack B3sATb ero k cebe. OH MOMOXWUN LLIEKY Ha MareHbKYlo KOCTISIBYHO PYKY.
Okorlo ero oTKpbITOro pTa Kpyxunucb Myxu. OH cxan nepecoxiuve rybbl, packuHyn Horu u nonucan. Kak
eMy xoTenocbk ecTtb! 3acbinasi, oH YyBCTBOBaI BHYTPU cebsl OTBpaTUTENbHYIO HOWLLYIO GOonb.

ABIyCTVH NPOCHYICS, KOr4a COMHLE CTOANO B 3eHUTe. KOT Obin psooM, NoXupas KpynHyto silepuuy.
OH noanonsa K >XMBOTHOMY. 310GHO pblya, KOT CXKUMan B CBOMX Namnax Moy CbeaeHHYl PenTusuio.
ABIYCTVH MHYN KOTa B XXMBOT, CXBATWUI CKOSb3kNe Genble BHYTPEHHOCTM 1 NPornoTun ux. OH OrnsHyrncs u
yBUAEN, Kak ero MaTb C y)kacoM HabnogaeT 3a HUM.

— CasaTasa gesa! — BCxnunHyna oHa, — OH He yernoBek! — OHa nepekpecTunacb, — M OH Jaxe He
OTpaBWICs, — OHa BHOBb OCEHMMa cebs KPeCTOM U, CIOXMB MONUTBEHHO PYKU, NpollenTana: — CBATON
oTtey! MN3baBb MeHs OT aToro dygosuwia. [am emy ymepeTb OObIYHOW CMepTbio, YTOObI COBECTb MOS
Oonblle He Myyuna MeHsi, — OHa BOexana B AOM, OMycTuUracb Ha MaTtpac WM BbiTallmna CBOe
eavHcTBeHHoe nnaTtbe. OHa npwkana ero Kk cebe, HEXXHO pacnpaBnss CKMagku, 3aTeM HECKOSNbKO pas3
BCTPSAXHYIIA €ro 1 OCTOPOXXHO pasrioXxuna Ha MaTtpace.

ABrycTuH ¢ niobonbITcTBOM Habnoaan, kak OHa pa3BoAUT OrOHb B KYXOHHON SIME.

YyTb CrbILWHO HaneBas, oHa npuHecna kode 1 Kyckn caxapHoro 6aToHa, KOTOpbIA XpaHuna B AwuKe,
NpMBUTOM BLICOKO Ha CTeHe. EMy cTpalHO 3axoTenocb CbecTb XOTs Obl Kycodek aToro nakomcrsa. OH
nonbITancs BCTaTb, HO, MOAKOLLEHHbIW TOLHOTON, Npucen Ha 3emnio. Ero BelpBano He nepexeBaHHbIMU
Kyckamu sepuubl. ConeHble cnesbl NoKaTunmMcb nNo BnanbeiM wekaMm. OH NbiTancs 3axaTb poT PyKOM, HO
neHa W >xenyb CTpyen pBanncb u3 ero gpoxawmx ry6. Manbiw BbiTep poT m nogbopogok. C
B60ne3HeHHbIM CTOHOM OH BHOBb XOTEN BbIMPAMUTLCSH, HO MOBANWUICH Ha 3eMIio.

LWym, naywmi ns yuwienbs, NOrnoTun ero MArkon Byanbto. Korga 3anax kode ygapwn emy B HO34pW U
OH ycnblWwan, Kak MaTb KpU4MT eMy, YTO caenana Ans Hero criagkvum kode, oH 3Harn, 4To yxe cnut. Ero
cyxme rybbl ckpmBunucb B rpumace. OH xoTen ynbliGHYTbCS, YyCrbillaB €€ CMeX; TOT BbICOKWMN,
CYaCTNMBbLIA CMEX, KOTOPbIN BbiN emMy Korga-To Tak XopoLwo 3HakoMm. EMy ctano nHTepecHo, HageHeT nu
OHa nnaTbe 1 NoedeT N Ha BCTPevy C MYXXYMHON n3 naboparopun.

ABryCcTUH OTKpbIN rnasa. Ha semne psgom € HUM CTosina MarneHbKas XecTsHKa, HanornHeHHas kode.
Boscbk, 4TO yBUAEHHOE NCHE3HET, OH cxBaTun B6aHKy 1 npuxan ee k cBoeMy pTy. He obpalwas BHUMaHUS
Ha Xryyyto 60mb Ha rybax u a3bike, OH ManeHbKUMW FIOTKaMm1 NI KPENKoe N OYEeHb Craakoe Bapeso.

B ronoee NPOACHUINOCD, a TOWHOTa yTuxna.

ABryCTUH COHHO CMOTpen Ha KpuBble NOMNoCbl JoXAs BAanu. YepHble obnaka ¢ 30M0TbIMU Kpasimu
Kyga-To Hecnucb B Hebe. OHM nsATHanM Xonmbl (PMONEToBOW TeHbio, HamnomHas Hebo knybswencs
YepHOTON. XOMOAHbIN BEeTep U OrMyLUUTENbHBLIN FPOXOT BbiNeTann co AHa yuwernbd. [loxaesas Boga C
Aarneknx XofiMoB pBanachb B ryboKoM yulenbe C HecrbixaHHoW cunoi. C Heba nocbinanncb OrpoMHbIe
TSXKenble Kannu.

ABryCTUH MOAHANCA W, BrNsabiBasicb B HeOGO pacKUHYNM pykW, MPUBETCTBYS YCMOKOUTEMbHYHO
npoxnagy, OMbIBaBLUYK €ro ronoe Teno. BegoMbii HEOOBSACHUMBIM UMMYNbLCOM, OH BOLIEN B AOM M
noaHsn nnaTee. BUenuBLUMCL B HEro TPSACYLLMMUCS pyKamu, OH MOCNELUNM HApYXy B OanbHUN KOHeL
yllenbsi 1 WBbIPHYN oaexay no BeTpy. OHa B3neTena BO34YyLUHbIM 3MEEM U OMyCTUNacb Ha Cyxve BETBU
cTapou akauuu, HaBucLIEeN Hag KPYTbIM CKITOHOM.

— Tobl gbsiBon! Tl yygosuwe! — oT4yasHHO 3akpuyana matb. OHa Bpocunacb K Hemy, ee BOMOChHI
paccbinanuck no nuuy. CNoBHO MpUKOBaHHasA K MeCTy AMKUM PEeBOM BOAbl, OHA OCTaHOBUNACb MeXay
Marnb4yvkoM W TperneTaslMM Ha BETpY nnaTtbem. Ee rmasa ropenun HeHaBuUCTbIO. XBaTasiCb 3a COPHAKA U
OBHaXXeHHbI€ KOPHU, OHa SIPOCTHO TAHYMNack K HABUCLUUM BETBSM akauumu.

ABryCTUH 3aBOPOXKEHO Creaumn 3a Hel, BCTaB No3afu Cy4koBaToro CTBosa.
Ee Horv aBuranvck ¢ 6e30WnB0YHON NErKOCTbIO MO KPYTOMY CKONb3KOMY CKITOHY.

OHa pocTaHeT nnatbe BO YTO Obl TO HM CTano, nogyman oH. Ero 3atpsacno ot rHeBa v cTtpaxa. En
OCTaBarocb BCEro Heckornbko AlonmoB. OHa BbITSHyNa PyKy U KOCHYNacb OAeXObl KOHYMKaMU nanbLues,
HO, NOTepsiB paBHOBECKe, copBanach B 6e3aHy.

Ee y)KaCHbIVI BOM/ib cMeLlarncsa c wymMmom peByu.l,e|7| BOObl N €ro YHeCIO BEeTPpOM.

ABrycTvH nogollen k obpbiBy. Ero rnasa GnecHynu 6e3noHHOM rnybuHOR, Korga oH yBuaen Teno
maTtepu, 6ecrnomMoLLHO KpyKalleecs B ryCToi kopuyHeBoi Bode. Bypsa ytuxna. Joxab OKOHYWNCSH, BETEp
cTuX. BypHble Boabl B yllenbe BO3BpaLlanicb K 06bIYHOMY XXypUaHUIo.

ABrycTUH npoLuen B 4OM, fler Ha MaTpac M HaKpbIfiCs TOHKUM rpsisHbIM ogesinom. OH no4vyBcTBOBar
rpyobii Mex KoTa, KOTopbl uckan Tenna ero Tena. OH HaTsHyn ogesino A0 na3 U npoBanuncs B
rnyookun coH 6e3 CHOBUOEHW.
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Koraa manbymk mpocHyrcsi, Gbina Houb. Yepes OTKpbITYO ABepb BUAOHEMach IyHa, 3acTpsiBliasi B
OecnnoaHbI BETBAX akauumn, — cenvac Mbl ynaem, — LWEenHyI OH, Nornaame kota. ABryCTUH YyBCTBOBarl
cebs cunbHbIM 1 KpenkuM. ITo ByaeT ferkon Nporynkon no xonmam, yoexagan oH cebs. Manbumnk 6bin
YBEPEH, YTO BMECTE C KOTOM OHW HaWayT UMM MUCCUIO NMPOTECTAHTOB UMW [OM >XEHLLUMHbI, KOoTopas He
6osinack B35Tb ero k cebe.

23.

Mepcegec MNepanbTa TOPONNMBO BOLIMA B MO KOMHaTy, Cefla Ha KpoBaTb WM noepsana HeMHOro,
ycTpauBasicb noyoGHee.

BolknagbiBan BeLiu 06paTHO, — CKasalla OHa, — K ABI'yCTVIHy Tbl Oonbwe He noegewb. OH
OoTnpaBnIiCA B CBOK €XXeroaHyr noes3aky no otaasieHHbIM MeCTedYkaM CTpaHbl.

B ee cnoBax 6bina Takas yBepeHHOCTb, CFIOBHO OHa TOMbKO YTO roBopuna ¢ HUM no TenecdoHy. Ho s
3Hana, 4To TenedoHa nobnumsocTu He 6bino. B komHaTy 3arnaHyna Kangenspus, gepxa nogHoOC ¢ MOMM
NoBMMbIM NAKOMCTBOM: Xerfe U3 ryaBbl U HECKOSbKO NTOMTMKOB 6enoro coipa.

— £ 3Halo, 3TO COBCEM He TO, YTO TBOE OyXOBHOe 0bLieHne ¢ ABryCTMHOM nepef TeneBu3opoM, —
3ameTuna oHa, — HO A MocTaparcb caenatb Ana T1ebs Bce, YTO MOXHO, — OHa nocTasBuna NOAHOC Ha
HOYHOW CTONMK U Cena Ha KpoBaTb HanpoTMB AOHbU Mepceaec.

[oHbs Mepcep,ec 3acMedriacb 1 nocoseToBasnia MHe NpUCTynnTb K Tpanease.

OHa ckasana, 4To ABrycTMHa 3HaloT BO BCeX Aanekmx v 3abpoLueHHbIX nocernkax, U OH HaseLan ux
Kaxxabi rog. [JoBOnbHO AONTO OHa roBOpuUria O ero gape nevvTb geTen.

— Korga oH BepHeTcsa Ha3aa? — cnpocuna . MbICib, YTO 9 HUKOrAA He YBWDKY ero BHOBb, HAanomnHsAna
MEHSI HEOMUCYEMOWN PYCThIO.

— OTO HEBO3MOXHO 3HaTb, — OTBETUIIA OOHbLS Mepcep,ec, — MecdueB 4Yepe3 WecCTb, a BOSMOXHO U
oonblwe. OH NnocTynaeT Tak, MOTOMY 4YTO YYBCTBYET, YTO AOJDKEH ONNAaTUTb OI'pOMHbIIZ nonr.

— Komy oH gomxkeH?

OHa B3rndHyna Ha KaHﬂ,eJ’IﬂpMIO, 3aTeéM OHWU NMOCMOTPENIN Ha MEHA, CITOBHO A [OOJDKHa Oblna Bce
3HaTb.

— BegbMmbl noHumatoT gonrn Takoro poga B 6oree cBoeobpasHoM MaHepe, — HaKOHeL, ckasana
AoHbs Mepceaec, — uenuTeny obpallaoT CBOM MONUTBLI K CBATLIM, K CBAITON AEBE M K rOCnoAy Hallemy
Nucycy Xpucty. Beabmbl obpaluatoT MONUTBLI K CUIE; OHW 3aBIEKaloT ee CBOMMM 3aKNIMHaHMUSMWN, — OHa
BCTana c KpoBaTu M Mpownacb no komHaTe. TUxo, CrOBHO roBopsi 3To camoii cebe, oHa npogoskana
pacckasblBaTb O TOM, YTO XOTSi ABryCTUH MONUICS CBSATbLIM, OH Obin 06513aH Gonee BbiCLIEMY MOPSIAKY,
KOTOPbI He OblN YeroBeyYeckuMm.

[oHbs Mepcep,ec nomMors4arna HeCKOJIbKO CeKyH[, 3aTteM 6bICTpO B3rndaHyna Ha MeHs.

— ABryctTuH 3Han o6 3TOM BbICLUEM MOPSiAKE BCHO CBOW >KM3Hb, Aaxe korga Obin pebeHkom, —
npoporkana oHa, — OH roopun Tebe korga-HMbyab, YTO TOT MYXX4YMHA, KOTOPLIN XOTen 3abpaTtb ero
MaTb, Hallen ero TEMHOMN HOYbIO, B AOXAb, Y)Ke NOSyMepTBbIM U NPUHEC ero KO MHe?

He oxmgas OoT MeHst oTBeTa, OHa 6bICTpO pobaBmna: — ObITb B rapmMoH1Mn C BbICLLMM NOPAAKOM
Bceraga 6bino CeKpeToM yaad ABFyCTI/IHa. OH Bonnowian ato yepeas UuenuTtenbCTBO U KONOOBCTBO.

OHa BHOBb caenana naysy, pasrmsdnbiBasd noTtosiok, — 3710 BbICLUNIA nopAaoK Bpy4un gap ABFyCTVIHy n
KaHﬂ,eJ’IﬂpMM, — npogoJiKana OHa, onyCkad B3rnda Ha MeHd, — OH NomMor MM B MOMEHT POXAEHUA.
KaHﬂ,eJ’IﬂpMﬂ onnaTtuna YacTb CBOEro 4osra, ctaB Moen cny>|<aH|<017|. OHa Hauny4yllasa crnyxaHka.

HoHbs Mepcenec nogowna Kk ABepu, HO nNpexae YeM BbITK, NoBepHynachb ko MHe n Kanaenspuw.
OcrnenutenbHas ynbibka cusina Ha ee nuue, — s Aymato, YTO B KakoW-TO Mepe Tbl 3ajosikana elue
GonblUylo Jon, — ckasana oHa, — Tak YTo BCEMM cpeacTBamMu cTapaics onnaTuTb AOMr, KOTOPbIN Tbl
nmMeellb.

[onroe BpeMsi HUKTO U3 HAC He ckasarn Hu cnosa. [1Be XeHLLMHbI BOMPOCUTENBLHO CMOTPENM Ha MEHS.
MHe npuLIno B rorfioBy, YTO OHU XAanu TOW MUHYTHI, KOrga s co3faM OYEBUAHYIO CBSA3b — OYEBUAHYIO
um. MpocTo KaHgensapws poaunack BegbMoin, a ABrycTMH — Marom.

HoHbsa Mepcegec n Kangenapus cnywanu MeHs! C CUSIIOLLMMU yIibiokamu.

— ABFyCTl/IH cymMmern co3faTtb CBou cobCcTBEHHbIE 3BEHbSl, — 0OBSACHUNA OOHbS Mepcep,ec, — Y Hero
€CTb NpsAMasa CBA3b C BbICLUMM NOPAOKOM, KOTOprIZ ABNAETCA U KONleCoM Cly4dad U TeHbo BebMbl. Yem
Obl OH HK ObIS1, OH 3acTaBnseT BpaLwaTbCA 3TO KOJ1ECO.
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YacTth ceabMas.

24.

A n KaHgenspusa cugenun 3a KyxoHHbIM CTonom. Hag Hamu cBetuna Tycknas namnoyka. Kangenspus
n3yyana rmsHueBble KapTUHKW XXypHarna, KOTOPbIN S MpuHecna Ansa Hee. A npocnylunsana cBom 3anucu.

— Tebe He kaxeTcs, YTO KTO-TO CTY4NUT B NEPEHIO ABEPb? — CNpOCcUna s, CHAMAasi HayLLHUKMK.

CoBepLUeHHO He 3amedasi MoMX CIoB, OHa NMoka3sana MHe KapTUHKY C 6enoKypon MaHekeHLwuuen, — s
He MOry pewnTb, Kakaa geByLllKa HpaBUTCA MHe 6OJ'IbLIJe, — pa3mMbilUndana oHa, — eCln A BbIpeXy 3TO, A
ncnopyy BTOPYHO Ha Apyron ctpaHuue. Tam BproHeTKa rynsdeT no ynuue ¢ TUrpoM Ha noBOAKE.

— 4 BbIGpana Gbl Ty, YTO C TUrPOM, — MPOAOIKANa s, — B XXypHarse NosHbIM-MOSIHO 6OHANHOK, — 5
KOCHyfach ee pyku, — criyLiai, KTo-TO CTOUT Yy ABEPEN.

OTO Ha cekyHOy oTopBano Kanaensipuio oT >KypHana, M B Cneaylowuini MOMEHT OHa MOHsiNa, YTo
AEVCTBUTENbHO KTO-TO CTYYUT B ABEPb, — KTO Obl 3TO MOr GbITb Tak NO34HO? — GEe3pasnuyYHo LenHyna
OHa, BHOBb NepeBods CBOW B3rMsA Ha rMsHLUEBbIE CTpaHULbI.

— MoxeT 6bITb, 3TO NAUMEHT, — A B3rMsIHYNa Ha CBOM Yachkl. Ye ObIfio OKONO NOSTYHOUN.

— Hy HeT, Mosi pagocTb, — CMOKOWHO cka3ana KaHaensipusi, cMepyB MeHsi B3rnsgom mcnoanobbs, —
HUKTO He NPUXOAMWT B Takown vac. Jlioam 3HatoT, YTo AoHbsS Mepcedec HMKOro He feynT Tak no3gHo 6e3
KpanHeln HeobXxo4MMOCTH.

£ xoTena ckasaTb, YTO, BO3MOXHO, 3TO U ObIn TOT KparlHWIA Cnyvan, HO CTyK pa3garcs CHOBa, Ha 3ToT
pa3 6onee HacCTOM4MBBLIN.

A sacnewwuna B nepegHioto. Mpoxoas MMMO KOMHAaTbl LEeNUTEnbHULbI, S CEeKyHAy Korebanace,
pasMbILLNAS Hag Tem, Hago nNn aatb 3HaTb Mepcegec MNepanbTe, YTO KTO-TO XKAEeT Y ABEpW.

Yxe TpeTuil AeHb OHa He BbIXoAWna M3 3TOM KOMHaThl. [leHb M HOYb OHa 3Xrfa CBeuu Ha anrtape,
BblKypuBasi curapy 3a CUrapo, M C BOCTOPXXEHHbIM BbIP&XEHMEM Ha §uue 4uTana HenoHATHble
3aKNUHaHWS [0 Tex Nop, Mnoka CTeHbl He HauyuHanu BubpupoBaTb OT 3BYykOB. OHa MNOMHOCTBLIO
UrHopvpoBana MOW BOMPOCbI, HO, KaXeTcs, MpuBeTcTBOBana Te Hebomnblune nepepbiBbl, Korga s
npuHOCKNa en egy U HacTavBarna Ha TOM, YTOoObl OHa OTAOXHYyMa.

HoBebIl cTyk 3acTaBUn MeHs NocneLwmnTb Kk NapagHon asepu, kotopyto KaHaensipus Bcerga 3anupana c
HacTynneHnem TeMHOTbI. OTO GbINO COBEPLUEHHO M3MULLHE, TaK Kak TOT, KTO 3axoTen Obl BOWTU B AOM,
MOT MPONTK Yepe3 OTKPbITYHO KYXHIO.

— KTo Tam? — cnpocuna 5, OTKpbIBas XXene3Hyto 3adBUKKY.
— leHTe ge nas (MMpHbIE NOAK), — OTBETUIT MYXXCKOIN ronoc.

YOuBneHHast TeM, 4YTO KTO-TO B OTBET MPOU3HEC WCKaXKEHHY crabbiM aKkLeHTOM YcTapeBLUyo
dopMyny NpuBETCTBUS BPEMEH WCMaHCKMX 3aBoeBaTereil, 1 aBToMatUyecku oTBeTuna B TpeGyemoit
MaHepe: — xpaHu Hac [leBa Mapusi, — 1 oTKpbina ABepb.

Bbicokun cepon MYXX4YUHA, MPUCIIOHACH K CTeHe, CMOTpeJsl Ha MeHdA TaK O03afaYeHHO, 4YTO A OaXe
paccmeanacho.

— OT10 aom Mepcegec lNepanbTbl? — CAPOCKIT OH HEYBEPEHHBLIM FONIOCOM. A KMBHYMa, M3ydas ero
nmuo. OHO 6BbINO He TakMM MOPLUMHUCTBLIM, CKOpee ero OMnycTOWWWMO Kakoe-To rope unm 6onb. Ero
BOASHWCTbIE ronybble rnasa okpy>Kanu YepHble NTHa Bo3pacTa M yCTanocTu.

— Mepcegec MepanbTa goma? — CNpocun oH, 3arnsabiBasi MUMO MeHS1 B 3aTEMHEHHYIO NepeaHHo.
— OHa 3aecb, — OTBETUNA 5, — HO OHa He NMPUHUMAET Noael Tak No3aHo.

— S Oonro KpyXXun no ropoay, pasMbILLIAS UATU CO4a UMK HET, — cKasar OH.

— MHe HY)XHO BMOETb ee. 5 ee cTapblil ApYr U CTapblii Heapyr.

B3gporHyB oT 6051 1 oTYasHUA, KOTOPbIMU ObIfT HAMOMHEH €ro rosfioc, s nonpocuna 3anTu ero B Aom,
— OHa B CBoen paboyen kOMHaTe, — ckaszana §, — cendac s 3angy npegynpeuTtb ee O BalleMm
npuxoge, — S WarHyna snepeg n odogpsowle yneidbHynacb emy, — Kak Balle umsa?

— He roBopu et 060 MHe, — NMONPOCUIT MY>XYMHA, CXBATMB MOK PyKy, — Aal s norgy cam. A 3Hato
Jopory, — Xpomasi, OH TSXKeNno nepecek naTtmo 1 KOpUaop.

CeKyH,u,y NOCTOAB nepen 3aHaBeCOM KOMHaTbl AOHbU Mepcep,ec, OH noAgHANcA no OByM CTyNneHAM U
BOLlesn BHYTPb.

A wna 3a HUM, rOTOBACH B34ATb Ha cebs BUHY 3a GecLuepeMOHHOe BTOPXKEHNE.
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Ha cekyHay s mogymarna, 4To oHa yke B noctenu. Ho kak TONbKo Mou rnasa npuBbLIKIM K AbIMHOW
TEMHOTE, A yBMAena ee B garibHEM KoHUe koMHaTtbl. OHa cupena Ha cTyne, efBa pasnuyMmasi B CBeTe
O[VHOKOW CBEYM, 3aXOKEHHON Ha anTape.

— ®epepuko Mionnep! — 3agoxHynacbk OHa, paccmaTpmBasi ero B nonHon naHumke. OHa HEeCKOmMbKo
pas npoBena pykow no rrasam, He Bepsi cebe, — He moxeT bbITb. Bce aTu roasl 4 aymana, 4to Tbl ymep.

OH HenoBko OonycTuncAa Ha KoJieHn n, noJioXXnB royioBy Ha ee KoJieHu, 3apblgar, CJli0oBHO peGEHOK, —
noOMOrn MmHe, NOMorn MHe, — NOBTOPAJT OH CKBO3b Mjiavd.

A 3atoponunachb K BbiXoay, HO pe3KO oCTaHOBWUITaCb, yCrblllaB, Kak CDpe/J,eleKo Mronnep ynan Ha non
C 'TPOMKUM CTYKOM.

A xotena noseaTb KaHgensipuio, HO OoHbs Mepcenec octaHoBuMna MeHsi, — Kak CTpaHHo! —
BOCKMWKHYMa OHa ApoXalluMm rofiocoM, — BCE CXOAMWTCS, kak B BonwebHom kpocceBopae. OTO TOT
YenoBekK, KOTOPOro Tbl MHe HanomuHana. U Tel BepHyna mMHe ero.

7 xoTena ckasaTb en, YTO He BWXKY CXOACTBa Mexay cobon M 3TUM CTapuKOoM, HO OHa OTnpaswuna
MEHS1 B CBOK CMarnbHIO 3@ KOP3MHOW C nekapcTBeHHbiMW TpaBamu. Korga s BepHynacb, ®peaepuiko
Mionnep Bce elle nexan Ha nony. [loHbs Mepceaec nbitanack NPUBECTU €ro B YyBCTBO.

— MNososu KaH,u,enﬂpmo, — NnpuKagsana OHa, — A4 HE MOry npmKkacaTtbCqa K HemMmy cama.

KaHgensapws, ycnbiwas wyM, yxe ctoana B gsepsax. OHa Bowna. B ee rmasax 6bino Hegosepue u
yXac, — OH BepHyncd, — npowenTtana oHa, npubnmkadce Kk ®Ppegepuko Miwonnepy. Ona
nepekpectunacb u, o6epHyBLUMCb K AOHbe Mepceaec, cnpocuna:; — 4TO MHe Hago Aenatb?

— Ero paywa otgenunacb OT ero Tena, — OTBETWMA OHa, — 51 CIULIKOM criaba, 4yTobbl BEPHYTHL ee
Hasag.

KaHaoensipusa 6bicTpo nepesena uHepTHoe Teno ®peanepuko Mionnepa B cuasyee nonoxeHune. OGHB,
oHa npuaepxuneana ero caagn. Koctu ero cnvHbl Tpelanu, CrIoBHO fonarnmvcb Ha ThiCSYM KYCKOB.

OHa npucrnoHwuIa ero K cteHe, — OH O4YeHb MJ1oX. A aymar, OH BeEpHyncd croga, 4yTOObI yMepeTb, —
KaHaenAapua BHOBb NepeKkpecTuachb 1 Bbllliia N3 KOMHaThbl.

DOpenepuko Mionnep oTkpbin rnasa. OH OKUHYN HAac MyTHBIM B30POM, @ 3aTEM NOCMOTPES Ha MEHS B
Mon4anueou npocbbe ocTaBuTbL ero HaeamHe ¢ AoHben Mepceaec.

— Mysvm, — cKasarna oHa cnabbiM roflocomM, OCTaHOBMB MEHS Y BbIXoda, — Tbl BEPHYJa ero B Mow
XWU3Hb, N Tbl A0J1>KHA OCTAaTbCA C HAMW.

A HepewunTernbHO ycerlaCb Ha cBom Ta6ypeT. OH Havan roBopuTb, HKW Ha 4eM He OCTaHaBJlIMBaACb
KOHKPETHO. Ero 6eccesiHble penfinkm npoaosnkanncb 4acamMmu.

Mepcegnec lNepanbTa BHMMAaTENbHO criywana ero. Yto 66l OH H1 roBopusi, Bce BbINO BaXKHO A1 Hee.

Korga oH KOHUMN roBopuTb, NMOTSHYNWUCb AOMNrME MUHYTHI MonyaHus. [doHbsi Mepcegec mMeaneHHo
nogHsanack U 3axrna ceevy nepepn 6oropoauueii. OHa cTosna nepeq anTapeM Kak OpeBHsiA cTaTysl, ee
NMUO NpeBpaTUNoCch B HEBbIPA3UTEMbHYIO Macky. JlMwbe rnasa, nonHble cres, kasanucb xuBbiMu. OHa
NpUKypuna curapy u HeCKomnbKko pas rnyboko 3aTsiHynach, kak 6yaTo nuTas kakyt-To CUIy B CBOEW rpyau.

Mnams APKO BCIMbIXHYIO. Cseuva 6pocana )KyTKVIVI CBET Ha ee cbl/lrypy, KOorga OHa noBepHyriacb K
<Dpep,ep|/|l<o Mronnepy. Tuxo HawenTbiBasg 3akfMHaHWs, OHa nomMmaccupoBasna CHa4ana ero rosfiosy, a
3aTeM nreyn.

— Tbl MOXeWb nocTynnuTb CO MHOW, KaK 3axoudellb, — CKasan OH, npmxmnmaa ee nagoHn K CBOUM
BUCKaM.

— Wawm B rocTnHyto, — ckasana aoHbs Mepcegec; ee ronoc nepeLuen Ha Apoxaliun wenoT, — 9 aam
Tebe BanepuaHoBoe 3enbe. OHO 3acTaBuUT Tebs 3acHyTb, — ynbibasack, OHa rnaguna ero Bomochl.

OH HeyBepeHHO npoLuen Yepes NaTuo 1 KopmMaop 3BYK €ro LWaroB oTaasarncst cnabbiM axom no Bcemy
4OMYy.

Mepcegnec lNMepanbTa BHOBb BEpHyNnach Kk antapko, HO He nowna k Hemy. OHa Havana nagatb, U S
noAackoymna K Hel, nogxeatbiBasi ee. YyBCTBYsi HEKOHTPONMPYEMYIO OPOXb €€ Tena, s NMOHAMA, Kakum
OrPOMHbLIM BbINO ee HanpsikeHue M cocTosiHMe HepelwuntenbHocTu. OHa Yacamu yTtewana dpenepuko
Mionnepa. Ho s1 Bugena nuwb ee cmsteHre. OHa HUKOrga He pacckasbiBarna o cebe.

— Myasus, ckaxn Kangenapum, nycTb OHa roToBUTCS, — ckasana goHba Mepcegec, BOMAS B KYXHIO,
roe s pabotana, — Tbl MOBE3€ELUb HAC Ha Xune.

A HemeaneHHo nobexana B koMHaTy KaHaenspuw, yBepeHHasi B TOM, Y4TO OHa ewle cnuT. Ee 3geck He
Obino. [Ieepua rapgepoba Obina LWMPOKO pacKpbiTa, BbICTABMAS HAMoka3 NepekoLeHHoe 3epKarno u ee
nnatee. OHM GbINN paccTaBneHbl He TOMbKO MO LBEeTaM, HO M MO ANMHE. Y3Kasi MoCcTeNb — Kapkac u3
peek M BOMOCAHOM THOMHAK — CTosna MexAay ABYX KHUXKHbIX LWKadgoB, HAOWUTbIX POMaHTUYECKMMM
HoBennamu 1 anbbomamu ¢ Bblpe3aHHbIMU XXypHanbHbIMU KapTUHKaMmn. Bce 6birno B 6€3ykopru3HEHHOM
nopsake.
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— 4 yxe rotoBa, — ckasana KaHgenspusi nosagn MeHs.

A ncnyraHHo ornsiHynacb, — AoHbs Mepcefnec XO4eT, Y4ToObl Thbl.., — OHa He Jana MHEe OKOHYUTb
dpasy un, NOATONMKHYB MEHS K BbixoA4y, ckasana: — s obo BceM yxe nosabortunacb. bbicTpee
nepeogesancs. Y Hac Marno BpeMeHN.

Ha oGpaTHOM nyTu s 3arnsiHyna B roctuHyto. ®pegepuko Mionnep cnokoiHo cnan Ha AvBaHe. [oHbs
Mepcegec u Kangensipus yxe oxugany MeHsi B pkune. Ha HeGe He Bbiio HM NyHbl, HX 3BE3[, HO 3TO
Gbina YygecHast Houb, MSATKast U TeMHasi, C NPOXNafHbIM BETPOM, CTPYALLMMCS C XONMOB.

Cne,u,yﬂ YKa3aHuAM KaHD,eJ'IFIpVIVI, A noaso3viia ABYyX XEeHWWH K AJOMaM niogen, KOTOpble peryndapHo
nocewjann CnMpuTn4ecKkne ceaHchbl, a 3atem oxuagasna nx Ha ynumue. Kpome JleoHa L'|l/IpI/IHO, A HUKOrga He
BCTpe4yanacb HM C KeM W3 HUX, HO 3Hana, KTo rge Xwueer. MHe nokasanocb, 4TO MOWU CNyTHULDbI
06bABNANK Aaty ceaHca. OHKM noytn He 3agepxmBarimcb B 3TUX gOMax.

— A cenvac k gomy JleoHa YupuHo, — ckasana KaHgensapus, nomoras goHbe Mepcenec cectb Ha
3agHee cuaeHue.

MHe nokasanocb, 4to KaHgensapua Obina 4dem-To paccepxkeHa. OHa HenpepbiBHO 6Gontana o
®dpenepuko Miwonnepe. Xots 9 un ymupana oT nobonbITCTBa, A BCe BpeMs Tepsana HATb ee No-BUaumMomy
OeccBa3HbIX 3asBneHuin. A Obina cnvwkom o3aboyeHa TeMm, YTO pasrnggbiBana B 3epkane 3agHero
ob30pa notepsaHHoe nuuo aoHbM Mepceagec. OHa HECKONBKO pa3 cobupanach 4YTO-TO cka3aTb, HO BMECTO
3TOro BCTpsAXMBarna rorioBov u BrnggpiBanacb B OKHO, CITOBHO UcKana nomMoLum u yTeleHnsi B 6apxaTtHomn
HOYHOM TeMHoTe. JleoH YMpurHO Aonro He noaxoaun K ABepu. HaBepHO OH Kpenko cnan v He chblwan
HeTepnenuebIX rPOMKMX yoapoB KaHgensipym. HakoHel OH OTKpbIN ABEpPb W BbileNl, CKPECTUB PYKM,
3awmlas rpyadb OT XONoAHOro BRaxHoOro ©Opu3a, Hecyulero paccBeT. B ero rmasax cBeTunocb
npegyvyBcTBME.

— Opepepuiko Mionnep B Moem foMe, — ckasana goHbs Mepceaec, o6pbiBast ero NpUBeTCTBME.

JleoH YnpmHo monya cmoTpen Ha Hee. OH SIBHO HaxOAWMCHA B COCTOSHMM TNyGOKOro NOTpPsiCEHMS U
HepeLwmnTenbHOCTU. Ero ryGbl 3agpoxanu, rnasa sipOCTHO CBEPKHYMU M TYT Xe HanoSIHUIIUCL Crie3amm
obuabl.

OH npurnacun Hac Ha KyxHto. MNMo3aboTMBLMCE 0 TOM, YToBbI A0HBS Mepceaec yaobHo ycTpounach B
ramake OKOJIO Meyun, OH NPUrOTOBUI CBEXUIA kKodbe. Mbl cuaenm B MONIHOM MOJTYaHuK.

MopaB MHe u Kanpgensipum kode, OH ycagun OoHblo Mepcegec w, BCTaB 3a ee CNMHOW, Hadvan
MaccupoBaTb €W 3afHIo 4YacTb ronoBbl. Ero pyku ckonb3unu BHM3 MO Llee, MO nfieyam, pykam,
OKaH4MBasi OBWKEHNE Ha CTYMHSX ee Hor. 3BYyKM MeNoAMYHOro 3akNMHaHWs HanofHWnM KoMHaTty. OHu
ObINM YNCTbIE, KaK paccBeT, NPOHM3aHHbIE MUPHBIM, BecnpeaenbHbIM OOUHOYECTBOM.

— Tonbko Tbl 3Haellb, YTO AenaTtb, — Ckasasn OH, nomorasi JoHbe Mepcenec NoaHSATLCS, — ecrnu
Xo4ellb, 1 noeay ¢ Tobon.

KVIBHYB, OHa 0obGHsina ero u no6narop,apl/|na 3a OTAaHHYKO UM CuUny.

TavHcTBEHHast ynbibka mM3orHyna ee ryobl. OHa noBepHynach K CTOly U HETOPOMMMBO BbiNuIia CBOM
Kodpe.

— Celiyac Mbl yBUOMM MOETO KOMMagpe, — ckasana oHa, B35B MEHS 3a PYKY.
— Tbl NoBe3elLLb HAc K AOMY MOYO.

— 3o Jlykac HyHel? — nepecnpocuna s, nepeBoas B3rns4 ¢ 0AHOro Ha apyroro. Bce Tpoe kuBHynu,
HO HUMKTO He Mpou3Hec HW crosa. S BcnomHuna To, yto KaHgenspua pacckasbiBana MHe O KPECTHOM
oTLIe NpUEeMHOro cbiHa AoHbU Mepceaec. OH 06BUHAN cebsa B cMepTu nuo.

*kk

Korga conHue nosiBUNocb Haf ropamu, Mbl JOCTUIMM HebonbLIOro ropodka Ha nobepexbe. Bosgyx
OblN1 rOPsIYNM M COMNEHbIM OT MOPS U MYCKYCHbIM OT LiBETEHMS MMMO3. [aBHas ynuua ropoga TaHynacbh
MeXay SPKMMU KONOHMAanNbHbIMM JOMaMu, OKOMO LEepKBM WM nnowiaam, M OKaH4YuBanacb Ha Kparo
KOKOCOBOWM nnaHTauun. Pagom 6bino mope. Ero He 6Gbino BMAHO, HO BETEp OOHOCUIT MIECK BOJH,
KaTswuxcsi Ha beper.

[om J'IyKaca HyHeLl,a HaxoOuncs Ha oaHoM M3 BGOKOBbIX yINo4eK, KOTOopble Obinn CKopee LWNpPoKnMu
TPOMUHKaMn, NocCbiNaHHbIMU ranbkon. [JoHbA Mepce/:l,ec cnerka nocrty4yana, HO, He 0OXOaBLUMNCb OTBETa,
pacnaxHyna nsepb U BowIsa B TEMHYIO CbIpYHO KOMHATY.

OcrenneHHasn APKUM CBETOM COMHLIA, S CHavana ¢ TPy4oM pasnuyana CunyaT MyXXYWHbI, YNTaBLLIEro
3a AepeBsAHHbIM CTONOM B HeGonbLLoM naTtno. OH NOCMOTPEN Ha Hac C Takol OTPELLEHHOCTLIO, YTO MHe
3axoTenocb yoexatb. MykunHa HeyBepeHHO BCTan v Monya oGHan aoHbto Mepceaec, JleoHa YnpuHo n
Kangensipuio. OH Bbin BLICOK U KOCTNAB; €ro cedpble BOMOCH! ObINM NogpesaHbl Tak KOPOTKO, YTO Yepes
HMX NpocTynana TeMHoTa ero Yepena.
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A noyyBcTBOBana CTpaHHYyK 0O0nb, YBUOEB €ro PyKW, M MOHANA, MOYEMy ero npo3Bann Moo,
nckaneyeHHbIM. Y Hero Ha Kakgom nanbsLe He XxBaTano no 0gHOW dhanaHre.

— ®pepgepuko Mionnep HaxoguTca B MOeM AoMe, — TUXO ckadana AoHbs Mepcepec, — mysus
npueena ero K Moen aABepu.

Jlykac HyHeL, MmeaneHHO NOBEPHYNCS KO MHe. B y3Kom nuue MyXuuHbl, B ero bnectawux rnasax obina
Takas cuna, 4To s Cbexunach.

— OHa ¢ HUM cBsi3aHa? — CTPOro CNpPOCKIT OH, OTBOASA OT MEHS CBOWM XIy4ymin B3rnsd.

— Mya3aua Hukorga B xum3HKU He Bugena ®penepuko Mionnepa, — 3ametuna goHba Mepcegec, — HO
OHa npuvBerna ero K Moeu aABepu.

Jlykac HyHeL, npucnoHuncs K cTeHe, — €cnv OH B TBOEM [OMe, 3HaYuT A OOIKeH ybuTb ero, —
NMPOMW3HEC OH CUJTIbHBIM LLEMNOTOM.

HoHbs Mepcegec n JleoH YnprHo noaxesaTunm ero nog pyku v NoBenv B O4HY U3 KOMHaT.

— K710 oH, aTtoT ®penepuko Mionnep? — cnpocuna s KaHgensipuio, — 1 4Yto OH caenan?

— Hy, Mysus, — cka3ana oHa HeTepnenvMBo, — S BCIO JOPOry pacckasbiBana Tebe 0 Tex yxacHbIX

Bellax, KOTopble HaTBopwu (DpED,epVIKO Mronnep, — OHa B3IM4dHyla Ha MeHA B NMOJIHOM HeOOYMEHUN U
HEeOOoBEPYMBO NMoKa4ana rofI0BOM.

HecmoTps Ha Mon HacToM4mMBbIE NPOCHOLI MOBTOPUTL pacckas, oHa Bonblue HUYero He ckasana.
*kk

Korga ™Mbl BepHynucb [OMOW, BMECTO TOro, 4tobbl OTAOXHYTb B ramake, Mepcegec [lMepanbTa
nonpocuna mMeHsi 1 KaHgenspuio 3aiTu Kk Heli B pabouyto komHaTy. OHa 3arna Ha antape ceMb CBe4ei
W, BCTaB 3a CKnagkamu ronyGoi MaHTUm AeBbl, BbiTalluia peBosibBep.

A B yxace o4apoBaHHO CMOTpena Ha TO, Kak OHa nackaet opyxue. [loHbs Mepcegec ynblGHynach

MHe 1 BIOXWnna peBoJibBep B MOU PYKN, — OH HE 3apAXeH, — CKas3ana OHa, — A pa3paauna ero B AeHb
TBOEro npuesaa. A 3Hana, 4to 6onblue He HYyXOalCb B HEM, XOTA U HE Nnpeanonarana, 4YTo Tbl BEPHELUb

MHe €ero Has3aj, — OHa MoJoLwfa K CBOeMy CTyny W cena, rmyboKO B3[AOXHYB, — 3TOT pPEBOSIbBEP
XpaHUmCca y MeHsl noyTu TpuauaTb NeT, — npojorkana oHa, — 51 xoTena youtb n3 Hero Ppenepuko
Mionnepa.

— W To1 gomkHa cgenatb 910 cenyac! — npowwunena KaHgenspus ckBo3b CTUCHYTbIE 3yObl.

— 4 3Halo, 4YTO genaTb, — npogorkana AoHbs Mepcenec, UrHopupys ee 3amedaHve, — a 6yay
3abotuTtbecs 0 Opegepuko Mionnepe 4o TexX Nop, Noka OH >XUB.

— Benwukun 6oxe! — Bckpuyana Kangensipus, — Tbl cowuna ¢ yma?

[eTcknin B3rnsg HEBMHHOM HageXabl BOMHOW HEXHOCTM 3abnecten B rnasax AoHen Mepcepec. OHa
BHMMATENbHO Ornsgena Hac v nogHsana pyky, nNpusbiBas K MonyaHuio, — Tbl npueena Ppenepuko
Mionnepa kK moen asepu, — ckasana oHa MHe.

— W cenvac s 3Hato, 4To 3gech Hevero npowatb. Hevero noHumate. OH BepHyncst 4ns Toro, Y4Tobbl 9
ocosHana ato. Bot nouemy s Hukorga He Gyay BCnoMuHaTb O TOM, 4YTO OH caenan. OH ympeT, HO He
cenyac.

25.

B nome 6bIno HECKOMNBbKO MYCTbIX KOMHAT, HO Ppeaepuko Mionnep cnan B Y3KOM anbkoBe 3a KyXHEeMn.
Tyna eaBa Bxoauna packnagyLika v HOYHOW CTONUK.

OH KaTeropuyecky OTKIOHWUN MOe MNpeanoXxeHue cbesgutb ¢ HUM B Kapkac, 4yToGbl NpuBE3TU ero
Bewm. OH ckasan, 4YTo B HacTosllee BpeMs AN HEero HeT HuYero LeHHoro. M Bce e OH Gbln o4YeHb
npusHaTeneH, Koraa no nojackaske AoHbM Mepcedec s kKynuna emy Heckonbko pybaluek, napy 6ptok u
TyaneTHble NPUHAANEXHOCTH.

Tak ®Ppepepuko Mionnep crtan ogHum m3 gomodagueB. [oHbss Mepcepec Ganoeana ero. OHa
notakana emy Bo BceM. Kaxxgoe yTpo 1 kaxabli pa3 nocre obefa oHa nevmna ero B pabo4yeri KoMHaTe.
Kaxayto Houb OHa JaBarna emy BariepuaHoBOE 3eflbe, CMELIAHHOE C POMOM.

dpepepuko Mionnep Hukorga He nokugan goma. OH npoBoAMn Bce Bpems nvbo B ramake BO OBOpE,
nnbo B pa3roBopax ¢ JoHbew Mepcegec. KaHgensipus nrHopvpoBarna ero cylecTBoBaHWe; OH nocTynan
TakK e C HeW 1 co MHOMN.

OpHaxabl Ppepepuko Mionnep 3aroBopusi CO MHOM MO-HEMELKKW, CHa4yana HeyBepeHHO, C TPpyaoMm
noabupas crnoea. Ho Bckope OH NproOpen NOMHY YBEPEHHOCTL B A3bIKE U BONbLUE HMKOrAa HE FOBOPUIT
CO MHOM MO-MUCMaHCKN. JTO ero M3MeHUIo 40 Hey3HaBaeMocTu. CrIoBHO Bce ero npobrembl, Kakumm Obl
OHWUN HN 6I:IJ'II/I, 3aKn4annucb B 3By4aHUn NCNAaHCKNX CNOB.
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KaHzoensipusa 6bina cHavana crerka yavBrieHa, yCrbllaB MHOCTPaHHY peydb.

lMoHeMHOry oHa Hadana 3afjaBaTb eMy BOMPOChI M B KOHLE KOHLUOB Mnoafanacb ero BpOXAEHHOMY
o6asHM0. OH Hay4un ee HeMeLUKMM OEeTCKUM CTULIKaM, KoTopble Kangensipys HaneBana uenble OHWU C
©esynpeyHbIM Npon3HoLleHeM. A OH MOBTOPSST MHE CHOBa M CHOBa TO, YTO roBopwui AoHbe Mepcegec B
HOYb, KOra BEPHYICS croaa.

*k%

Kak n B npownyio Houb, Ppenepuko Mionnep npocHyncs oT cBoero kpuka. OH cen Ha nocTerb,
NpWX1MMast CNMHY K CTEHe, MblTasicb CNacTUCb OT 3Toro nvua. Ho oHo npubnwkanock kK Hemy, Bce Grvke
M G6nvke, Tak YTO OH MOT BMOETb XKECTOKME HaCMELLSIMBbIE OTOHbKM B a3axX MYX4YMHbI, 3TW 30510Tble
3yObl, pacnsneHHble B AMKOM XOXOTe. 3a HUM CTOsiNM Apyrue nuua rnogen, KoTopble BCeraa Hacensnm
€ro KolMapbl: f1ua, UcKaxkeHHble Gonblo 1 ykacom. OHM BCerga Kpuyanu B aroHuu, yMosisist O nowiage.
Bce, kpome Hee. OHa Hukorga He kpuyana. OHa HuKorga He npepbiBana CBOW NpucTanbHbli B3rnag. OH
He MOr 3TOro BblaepXaTb.

3acToHaB, CDpe,qeleKo Mronnep HagaBwuil Ha rnasa KyJiakamu, Kak 6yD,TO 9TOT XEeCT MOr 3allluTUTb ero
OT npoLwioro. 3a TpnauaTtb NeT OH ObIn N3My4eH 3TMMKM Kowumapamu, BOCNOMUHAHNAMNU U BUOEHUAMWN.
OHu npecnenosanu ero nopbiBamm y>KaCHOl7I ACHOCTW.

MN3My4yeHHbIN, OH CKOMb3HYN Has3ag nog nokpeiBano. YTo-To ocs3aemoe, HO HeBMAMMOE, BUTANO B
koMHaTe. OHO MeLlano emy 3acHyTb. OH OTEGpOCKN 04esiNo B CTOPOHY U HEOXOTHO BKITHOUUI CBET, 3aTEM,
XpoMasi, MPOLLEeN K OKHY U OTAEPHYI 3aHaBECKY.

deneprko o4apoBaHHO CMOTpern Ha 6enbii NpegpaccBEeTHbIA TymaH, BrOM3aBWWA B KOMHATY.
CoenaB ycunve, OH LUMPOKO pacKpbin rnasa, ycnokavmBasi cebsi, YToO 3TO He COH. UM kak 3To 4yacTo
cnydanocb, oHa maTepuanusoBanacb M3 aTon GeccopMeHHON AbIMKM M cena 3a ero pabouun crton,
3aBarieHHbIN Yydenamy NTul, rnasesBluMx Ha Hero 6eccTpacTHbIMA MEPTBEHHO MYCTbIMU CTEKMSALUKAMW.
OH OCTOPOXHO NPMBNM3UNCA K urype, HO OHa ncyesna CrioBHO TEHb, HE OCTaBMB CIedoB.

3BOH KONOKOMOB Gnwmkanen LEepKBM W LlapKaloLwme wWarn CTapon >KEHLMHbl, ChelimvBLIen Ha
YTPEHHIOI MECCy, 3XOM OTAAaBanucb No NyCTbIHHOM ynuue. [NpuBbIYHbIE 3BYKM ycnokownu ero. Bece 6bino
Tak, kak u B gpyrme gHn. OH yMbIncs, nobpuncsa n nNpurotoBun yTpeHHun kode. MoyyscTBoBaB cebs
3aMETHO NnydLle, OH cen 3a paboty. CMyTHOe BEeCNOKONCTBO, KAaKOW-TO HeONpeAerneHHbINn cTpax nomMeLuan
€My 3aKOHYMTb Yy4ero COBbl, KOTOPOE OH obeLllan KnMeHTy caenatb 4o obena.

denepuko Hagen CBOW NyYLUMIA KOCTIOM U BbILLEN Ha NPOryIKy.

B aTOT paHHMI Yac ropoa elle XpaHun aTtMocdepy CroKonHoW sicHOCTW. OH MearieHHO 3axpoman
BHM3 MO Yy3kon ynodke. PanoH Kapkaca, roe oH xwun, usbexan Oyplo MoaepHusauuu, KoTopas
npokaTunacb Mo ocTanbHOW YacTu ropoAa.

Kpome cnydairHbix MNpUMBETCTBUW, ero Hudero He oterekano. OH u4yBcTBOBan cebsd CTpaHHO
3alUMLLEHHBIM 3TUMKU CTapbiMU YNoOYKaMy C OAHO3TAXHbIMU KOMOHMAarNbHBIMW [OMaMu, OXUBLUUMU OT
AETCKOro CMexa 1 rorilocoB XEHLLUWH, KOTOpble CNeTHUYanu y CBonx ABepen.

CHavana ngn roeBopusin 0 HeM MHOro FJ'IyI'IOCTeIZ, HO OH HUKOrga He cHuUTasn HyXHbIM 00BbACHATL
cBOe MosiBfieHne B 3TUX MecTax. Ero He MHTEepecoBarno, 4T1o cocegn AOAyMawT O HEM U B 4YeM
NoAo3peBaloT.

Ho c rogamu, Kak oH u paccyunTbiBarn, MHTepec nogen K HEeMY UCCAK. Tenepb OHUN OTHOCWUJTUCb K HEMY,
KaK K YyJakOoBaTOMYy CTApPUKY, KOTOprVI genan dyderna ntuy 1 Bcerga ocrtasasicda O4QUMHOKUM.

dpenepuko Mionnep mMenbkoM yBuaern cebs B 3epkanbHOW BUTPWMHE marasuHa M BHOBb Mchyrancst
TOMY, YTO BbIMMSAUT HaMHOro cTaplle CBOWUX rneT. He ocTanock M crneda OT BbICOKOrO KpacuBOro
MY>XUMHbI ¢ 6eoKypbIMUM NTOKOHaMM 1 HEXHbIM 3arapoM. Korga oH nocenuncs B aToii yactu Kapkaca, emy
GbINo TONMbKO TpMAUaTb, HO UM Torda OH YXe BbIrMA4eNn Ha Bce LUeCTbAECHAT: MoCTapeBLMi paHblue
BpeMeHu, C GecrnonesHol HOrol, C cedbiMM BoSlocamu, FMyGOKMMUM MOPLUMHAMU U MEPTBEHHOM
6GnegHOCTbIO, KOTOPasa He ucyesana Agaxe nof nansiimMm ConHLEM.

lMokayaB romnoBoW, OH HanpaBwWncsa K MAOWaaM M cen Ha ckamblo. PSoom ckydarno HECKONbKO
CTapukoB. 3axaB pPYKW MexXay KOMeH, KaxAbli M3 HUX BOpOWWA CBOW BOCMNOMWHAHMA. B unx
6es3pasgenbHoM oguHo4vecTBe ObiNo 4TO-TO cTpawHo Gecnokosiwee. OH BCTan W 3alwaran Aanblue,
KBapTarn 3a kBapTanom Mo MHOrOMAHBIM yrnnLam.

YKapko nanvno conHue. KOHTypbl 30aHnii NOTEPSM CBOK NPeayTPEHHIO YETKOCTb, a LWYM Ha ynuuax
YCUNUMCS Kpyxalmm rorioBy MepuaHueMm rasa Haf ropodomMm. W BHOBb, Kak COTHIO pa3 npexpae, OH
obBHapyxwun cebs Ha Tou ke aBTobycHOM cTaHumun. Ero rmasa BeixBaTunM B Tonne TeMmHoe nuuo.

— Mepcegec, — npowenTtan OH, 3Had, 4YTO 3TO He OHa. BO3MOXHO, ycnbiwas ero, XeHLuMHa
B3rMsiHyNna emy B rnasa. 910 6bin ObICTPbIN, HO NpegHamepeHHbIn B3rnsa. OH HanomnHWM ero onaceHmem
W Hagexaoun. A NOTOM OHa pacTBopunach B Tonne.
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— Bbl BUAEenu 3aecb TEMHYHO, BbICOKYHO XeHLWMHY? OHa TOJMbKO YTO MpoLfia MAMO, — CMPOCUIT OH
YIMYHOTO TOProBLa, CTOSIBLUENO Ha aBTOBGYCHOM CTaHLMM.

— 5 Bugen TbiCAYM XKEHLMH, — OTBETWUN TOT, CAENaB LUMPOKUI XXECT PYKON, — MOCMOTPWU, CKOJbKO
X, — OH yxBaTun 3a pyky ®Ppegepuko Mionnepa n nNoBepHyn ero crnerka Bneso, — BUAWLWb ITOT
aBTo6yc? OH Habut xeHwwmHamu. OgHU cTapble, Opyrne TeMHble, TPeTbW BbicokMe. Bbibupan, kakas
Tebe HpaBuTCcA. OHU cervac noedyT Ha nobepexbe, — XOXOTHYB, MYyXXYMHA OTOLLEN W1, obpalasacs TO K
OOHOMY, TO K APYroMy, NpOoAosHKan pacxsanveaTb CBON TOBap.

[MpMBneYeHHbIn HEOOBACHNMOWN YBEPEHHOCTbIO, YTO OH HanaeT 3Ty XeHwwuHy, ®pegepuko Mionnep
nofoLuen k asTobycy 1, nponasa Mexay psiaaMmu, BHUMaTerbHO OCMOTPEN Kaxaoro naccaxupa. OHu Toxe
MOMyanueo paccMaTpuBanu ero. Ha cekyHay OH moaymarn, 4YTo BCe nuvua Noxoxu Ha ee nuuo. Hago
OTAOXHYTb HEMHOrO, MOAyMar OH U oNycTUrcst Ha cBoboaHoe cuaeHbe B 3aaHen YacTu aBTobyca.

Cnabbii, oTganeHHbli romnoc, Tpebywowwmin ero 6unert, BbiBen cTapuka u3 apemothl. CroBa
BuOpupoBanu B ero ronose. COHMMBOCTbL TSXKENO AaBuna Ha OGpoBM M OH C TPyAOM OTKPbIN rrasa.
denepurko BbIrMSAHYN B OKHO. [opoa 6bin ganeko no3aan. O3agayeHHbIn Y CMYLLEHHBIN, OH B3rMsHYN Ha
KOHTpornepa, — 9 He cobupancea Hukyga yesxaTb, — OonpaBAblBanCad OH U3BMHSAOLWMMCA TOHOM, — 4
TOMBKO 3allen NOCMOTPETb Ha OAHOro YerioBeka, — OH NMoMOonYan CekyHay v npollenTtan camomy cebe:
— Ha YenoBeka, KOTOporo s HagesAncsa n 6oancsa HanTu B 9ToM aBTobyce.

— Y10 CIy4ynnocCb, TO CIy4uninocCb, — C y4acCTuem 3amMeTuslt MyxdnHa, — nnatn 3a NonHbl Gunet n

Katn go camon KypMuHbl, — OH ymnbIBHYNCA W XMOMHYN ero no nnevy, — Tam Tbl Cadellb B aBTOOYC,
KOTOpbIn NpuBeaeT Tebs obpaTHO B cTONMLLY.

®pepepviko Mionnep nNpoTAHYN eMy HECKOnbko MOHeT, — korga aBTobyc noegeT B Kapkac? —
CNpOoCKI OH.

— Okomno nonyHoun, — HEeOoNpeaereHHo OTBEeTUN MyX4YuHa, — unn korga HabepeTca AOCTaTOYHO
nopen.

OH pan emy caadvy v noLuen no nNpoxoAy, NpoBepsist buneTsbl y ocTanbHbIX NacCaXXMPOB.

370 cyabba, YTO A 3arnes B 3TOT aBTOGYC, cam Toro He xenas, nogyman ®penepuko Mionnep. Cnabas
ynbiGka npoGexana no ero nuuy. Ycranble Beku 3aKpbiiUCb C YYBCTBOM HaAeXabl, CMOKOWHO U MSATKO.
Cynobba HakoHel 3acTaBuna ero chaaTbCsi CBOeMy npolurioMy. HeusBecTHoe paHee CroKoWcTBue
HarmonHMNO ero, Koraa oH BCMOMHWI 3TO NPOLUSIOoE.

Bce Havanocb Ha BeuyepuHke B Kapkace, Kyga ero npurriacun reHepan BbICOKOMO paHra u3s
npaeuTenscTBa. Bo BpemMsi pasroBopa OH B ynop MpeanoXun emy coTpygHu4aTb C TalHOW nonuuumen.
Mogymae, 4To reHepan nbsH, Peepuko He BOCNPUHSAN ero crioBa cepbesHo. Ho HeoXngaHHO HEeCKOrbKO
OHel cnycTa B ero ABepb NocTyyan apMmenckuin opuuep.

— 4 kanutan Ceprno MegnHo, — npeacTaBurncs OH. B 3TOM HeBoNbLOM, HO CUNIBHOM MYXYMHE C
MELHON KOXen M 30MnoTbiMu 3ybamu 6bino yto-To 3nosellee. OH ybeguTenbHO pacckasan O Bbirogax
npegcrosien paboTbl, O wWeApon nnate M ObICTPOM NpoABWXKEHUM Mo cnyx6e. lMonbLIEHHBIN 1
3auHTpUroBaHHbl Peepurko nocneaosan ¢ HAM K AOMY reHepana.

JlackoBo noxnonae ero no CrnuHe, CAIOBHO CTApOoro Apyra, reHepan nposen ero B CBON kabunHeT, — 370
aeno nossonut Tebe 3apabotatb yBaxeHne n 6narogapHOCTb BCEW CTpaHbl, — CKa3an OH, — B KOHLEe
KOHLIOB 3TO M TBOA CTpaHa, HO BCe Xe 3TO He Tak. n Yy Tebs ecTb BO3MOXHOCTb ﬂ,eVICTBI/ITeJ'IbHO CTaTb
OHWUM U3 Hac.

KueHyB, ®eneprko He Mor He cornacutbcsi ¢ reHepanom. EMy Gbino wecTtHaguaTtb feT, korga ero
poauTenu amurpupoeanu B BeHecyany.

BraronpuaTtHas nporpaMma npaBUTENbCTBa MO3BOMUIA MM apeHaoBaTb OFPOMHbIN Yy4acTOK 3eMIu,
KOTOPLIM OHWM MOFNKN BrocreAcTBUM 3aBrageTb. [locne HecyacTHOro criyyasi, Mpy KOTOPOM POAUTEN
nornénu, ®egepuko, HNU B KOEW Mepe He UHTepPecysAcb 3emredenveM, nowen nogMactepbeM K Hemuy-
30075101y, cneuuan1cTy no Habueke yyden. TOT HAay4us ero BCemy, YTo 3Harn.

— MHe HenoHATHO, Kak Bbl 6yp,eTe MeHA UcnoJjib3oBaTtb, — 06paT|/|nc;| CDep,epMKo K reHepany, — 1
3HAK TOJ1bKO, KaK CTaBUTb JTOBYLLKU U HabuBaTb NTUL.

'eHepan rpoMko paccmesncs, — Munbii mon ®enepuko, — NPOU3HEC OH, — TBOW OMbIT B Habueke
yyden noOChyXUT wugeanbHbIM MNPUKPLITUEM TOW paboTbl, KOTOpyl Mbl Tebe [JoBepuM, — OH
KOH(MAEHUMANbHO YNbIGHYNCS W, HaKMNOHACH nobnwke, [obaBun: — y Hac eCTb TOYHbIE CBeAEHUs O
NoApbIBHOW rpynne, KoTopas AeNCTBYET B OKpeCTHOCTAX KypMuHbl. Mbl XOTUM, 4TOObI Thl pazobnaymn ux,
— OH BECENOo 3acMesincsi, COBCEM kak pebeHOK, — Mbl NOTEPNENnM Heyaady ¢ TEMWU areHTamu, KoTopble
Obinn nocnaHbl Tyaa. Ho Tbl, MO OpyXOK, OenoKypbli NOTpOWUTENb NTWL, HU Y KOFO HE BbI30BELUb
NoaoO3PEHUN.
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denepyrko He ganm BO3MOXHOCTU OTKa3aTbCs OT 3Ton paboThl. Yepes AeHb B €ro pacrnopsbkeHne Obin
npeaocTaBneH HOBEHbKUA [XUM, HabWUTbIA WMHCTPYMEHTaMM M XMMUKaTaMW BbICLLErO KavecTBa, O
KOTOPbIX OH HUKOra He CMen MeyTaTb.
* k%

depepvko Bcerga Obin OCTOPOXEH, Mnocewiass XxonMbl. Ho ogHaxabl yTpoM, yBMAEB B JIOBYLUKE
peakoro TykaHa, OH BbINPbITHYNT U3 ramaka, He ofeB npeaBaputernbHO 0byBb. OH MOYyBCTBOBaN YKYC
Mexay nanbueB Horu. denepuko Bbipyrancst M nogyman, YTO HAcTynun Ha Lwwiun Konwdku. Ho korga
HebonbLLOe MokanbiBaHWE nepeLunio B peskyl 6omb, KoTopas ObICTPO pasowwnack No BCEW CTynHe M
Hore, OH NMOHAM, YTO ero ykycuna ames. 3mesi, KOTOPYI0 OH HE BUAEN U He Cribllarn.

depeprko Gpocunca K JKuny v pbifica B Bewax Ao TexX nop, Noka He Hawen antedky. OH nepemoTan
NNaTtkoM WMKPY HOMM, WCKYCHO paspesan ABa MpoKona M BblAdaBwun KpoBb U3 paHbl. Ho a4 yxe nonan
BHYTPb. Bcnbiwkn 6onm npoctpenueanu o sroguubl, a CTynHIO pasgyno Basoe. o Kapkaca emy He
pobpaTtbcs, nogyman oH, cagsach 3a pynb. OH OOMMKEH HANTW CBOW LLAHC B BnvkaniiemM ropogke.

Meﬂ,CECTpa B OOMbHMYHOM anTeke Ha nnoLliaaM ChOoKOMHO cooldwuna €My, 4YTO CbIBOPOTKM C
npoTnBoAOgnNEM y HUX HeT.

— Yro e MHe genatb? Ymupatb? — 3akpuyan degepuko, ero nmuo nckasunoch ot rHeea u donu.

— Hapetocb, 4TO A0 3TOrO0 He AonaeT, — CMNOKOWHO 3ameTuna cecTpa, — no Moemy, Bbl YyXe
0T6POCVIJ'IVI BO3MOXHOCTb BO3BpalleHunAa B KapKac, — OHa nomMmon4yana, TwaTtesibHO 06,Cl,yMbIBaFI [63=10]7]
cnoBa, — 4 3Hal MEeCTHYIO LUeNnmnTesibHuLYy.

Y Hee ecTb nyduwiee nportmeodamne, CeKpeTtHoe 3elibe, HeﬁTpanmsyrou.l,ee a4 nobon 3men, — oHa
NPOCUTENTbHO yJ'IbI6HyﬂaCb, — BOT no4Yemy Mbl MNOYTU HUKOrda HEe XpaHUM CbIBOPOTKW. Moyt BCE
nocTpagaBline npeanovnTarT naTn K Hen, — oHa OCMOTpena pa3ayBlykCA CTYMNMHKO, — 4 He 3Halo, 4YTo
3a 3MeA yKycua Bac, HO HMYEero xXyxe 4 euwle He suagena. Tonbko LenutTenbHULa NOMOXeT BaMm.

¢'ep,ep|/|Ko HUKOrga B XU3HU He o6pau4anc;1 K BeAbMaMm, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH ObIS1 FOTOB Ha BCe. Emy
HEe XOTeJ10Cb yMUpaTb. Ero He BonHOBano, KTO NOMOXeT emy.

Mencectpa ¢ nomowlbio ABYX KIMEHTOB u3 Gapa HanpotuB noasena Odpepepuko K gomy
uenuTenbHULbI rOe-TO Ha okpauHe ropogda. Ero ynoxwunu Ha KpoBaTb B MPOKYpPEHHOW komHaTte. B
BO3lyX€e FyCTO Maxo HallaTblpeMm.

Yenblwae YipkaHbe crnudku, ®egepuko oTkpbin rnasa. CkBo3b 3aBecy AbiMa OH YBMAEN BbICOKYHO
XEHLUMHY, 3a)MraBlLUYlo CBeYy Ha anTtape. B mMepuatoLlem cBeTe ee Nn1Lo NoXoausio Ha Macky, ee koxa
Ha BbINMPaBLUKMX CKynax, TemHas v rnagkas, Gnecrena kak nonupoeaHHoe AepeBo. [nasa, NpuKpbITele
TSXKENbIMU BEKAMU, He Bblpaxkanv abcontoTHO Huyero. OHa B3rnsiHyna Ha Hero.

— Mavarea kycaeT HaBepHsika, — ckasarna OHa, OnycTWB CBOW B3rfsj Ha ero crony, — aTa 3mes
nana tebe Bce, Yto MMena. Tebe nosesno, 4YTo cecTpa npueena Teds ko MHe. OT aToro siga Het
CbIBOPOTKM, — OHa MoATsHyNa CTyn nobnuxke K HEMY U BHUMAaTeNbHO ocMoTpena ero Hory. Ee gnuHHble
nanbUbl MSIFKO W HEXHO CKOMb3WMM MO KOXe BOKPYr paHbl, — He BOMHYWCsl, — LWenHyna oHa c
abCcontTHOM YBEPEHHOCTbIO, — Thl Moo, Thl NepeXnBeLLb U S, U MOe NeYeHune.

OTBepHyBLIJVICb K CTONny, OHa AocCTana ABa oonbLnx cocyaa, HanoJIHEeHHbIX FyCTOVI 3eieHoBaTo-
KOpI/I‘-IHGBOVI XNOKOCTbIO, B KOTOpOIZ nrnaBanun KOpHU, NMNCTbA N BHYTPEHHOCTU 3MEWN. M3 ogHon GaHkn oHa
HanosnHuna Mmetasjyim4eckyro Taperiky, us ,D,pyr0|7| 00 NOJTIOBUHbI Halnumna OJIOBAHHYH KPYXKY.

LienuTenbHuua npykypuna curapy. Mnyboko 3aTsHyBLUUCH, OHa NPUKPbINa rrasa 1 nokavarna rornoso.
BHesanHo oHa cknoHunack Hag ero CTornow U BblAOXHYMA TO, YTO Ka3anocb CrycTUBLUMMCS AbIMOM BCEN
curapbl. OHa BbI4OXHYMa 3TO NPSIMO B MOPE3, KOTOPbIA OH caenan cBouM HoXoM. YKeHLiMHa Bbicocana
KpOBb, 3aTeM ObICTPO BbIMNIOHYMA €€ W OMNONIoCHyNa poT NPO3payHON CUMBbHO MaxHYLLEWR >XUAKOCTbIO.
OHa nosTopuna aTy npoueaypy ceMb pas.

[Mo-BMaMMomy ycTaB, OHa OTKMHYyNa rofioBy Ha CNUWHKY cTyrna. YyTb nosxe, 3allentas 3akfvHaHWus,
OHa paccTerHyna ero pybalwky u cpegHuM nanbuemM, obmakHyB ero B Menen curapbl, npoyepTuna
NpsIMyt0  NIMHUIO OT OCHOBAaHMS €ro ropna A0 MNofoBbiX opraHoB. C yaMBUTENbHOM NErkocTbio OHa
nepeBepHyna ero, CTaHyna pybaLuky 1 npoBena fMHUI0 BHU3 MO €ro CruHe.

— Cenvac s pasgento Tebs nononam, — coodLmna oHa, — 54 He CMOXeT MeperTu Ha ApPYryto
CTOPOHY.

— OHa BHOBb O4epTUIa NMHUMK cnepeau 1 c3aau, HaMmasas nareL, CBeXUM Nenom.

HecmoTps Ha Gonb, ®efgepuko 3acMesncs, — MHe KaXeTcsl, 54 AaBHbIM-AAaBHO pa3oLUenicsi Mo BCEMY
MOeMy Teny, — ckasarn OH.

OHa obxBaTuna ero fnuLo CBOMMW pyKamiu, 3acTaBUB €ro B3IMSHYTb el B rnasa, — My3u, ecrv Tbl He
MoBepULLb MHe, Tbl YyMpeLlb, — NpeaocTeperana oHa.
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LlenutenbHnua obmblnia ero CTYMHIO B JKMAKOCTWU, KOTOPYH Hanwumna B MeTannuuyeckylo Tapesnky.
CpenaB 31O, OHa B3s/1a OJTOBSIHHYK KPYXKKY, — BbINEN 3TO, — Mpukasana oHa. Tebs BbIpBeT, ¢ To6OM
BCE KOHYEHO.

5e3yp,ep>KHb|e BOJIHbI TOLLHOTbI FPO3UJTIN BblAaBUTb CKBEPHOE 3eJ1be.

— 3acTaBb cebs NpornoTUTbL ero, — MOAroHsa OHa, NOMOXUB ManeHbKYH NPSIMOYIONbHYH MOAYLLKY,
HaMONTHEHHYIO CYLUEHbIMU KYKYpPY3HbIMW siapamu, Ha ero weto. OHa B3rnsiHyna Ha Hero, Hamouuna
HOCOBOW MfaToK B CMeCK PO30BON BOAbI U HallaTbipsi, — BOOXHWU! — npuKkasana oHa, OnycTMB MnaToK Ha
€ro HocC, — AbILWK MeaieHHO U rnyboko.

CekyHOy OH COMpPOTWMBRANICS oA YOYLWNMBBIM [OaBfieHWEM €e PykW, HO KOrga oOHa Havana
mMaccupoBaTb eMy NIULO, OH NMOHEMHOrY paccrnabuncs, — He Noaxoam 65M3ko kK 6epeMeHHbIM KEHLLMHaM.
OHM HeWTpanuayloT acpdekT NpoTUBOSAMS, — Npeayrnpeanna oHa.

OH HenoHumatowe NnoCcCMOTpEeNn Ha Hee 1 npoLllenTtarn, 4YTo He 3HaeT HUKaKNX 6epe|v|eHHb|x XEHLNH.

Mo-Bnanmomy yaoBneTBopeHHas ero 3asaesneHveM, Mepcepec [NepanbTa noBepHynacbk K anTtapio,
pacctaBuna ceMb CBedYen BOKpYr cTaTym cBaToro MloaHHa u 3axrna ux. B monyaHun oHa cmoTtpena Ha
MepLalrLmne A3blkM NnaMmeHn, 3aTemM BHe3anHO pPbIBKOM OTKMHYNa [rOfoBy W Mpoyna CTpaHHOo
ONCCOHUPYIOLLYIO NMUTaHUIO.

CnoBa nepewwnu B KpuWK, KOTOpbI TO HapacTasn, TO 3atuxan Bcred 3a ee AbixaHuem. JTo Obin
HeyenoBeyveckun nnad. OH 3acTaBun BUOpPMPOBATb CTEHbI, MaMs CBeYen 3agpoxano. 3ByK HaMmonHUN
KOMHaTy, OM, BCE BOKPYr, CFIOBHO ObiN NpeAHasHavyeH Kakon-To Jarnekom cune.

*k%

®peneprko CMYTHO oLuyLlan ABWXeHne B APYron komHaTte. [HW 1 HouM cnnetanucb Apyr C ApYrom.
OH nexan B 6peay. Ero 3Ho6uno n 6pocano B xap.

Korga Obl OH HM OTKpbIBan rnasa, Hag HMM Bcerga Obifo NMuo uenutenbHuubl. B TeMHOTE KpacHble
KaMHW ee Cepexek CBepkanu eLle o4HOW napon rnas. TUXum MenoguyHbIM roflocoM OHa OTFOHsAMNa TEHU
N Y>KacHble NpuU3pakun ero nNnMxopaaku.

Vnun, CnoBHO sIBASIICb YacTbio ero ransfiounHaumii, OHa OTOXAECTBNANnacb C 3TUMU HEU3BECTHLIMU
cunamu, npukKkasbiBaa emy 60pOTbCﬂ C HUMN.

Mo3xe oHa oOMbina ero npornoTeBlIee TeNno W MaccuMpoBana [0 Tex MNop, Moka KoXa BHOBb He
ocTbina. beiBanu MomeHThl, koraa Penepuko 4YyBCTBOBar B KOMHaTe elle Ybe-To npucytcteue. Opyrue
pyku, GomnbLUME U CUMBbHBIE, HO TaKMe e HEXHbIE, Kak U Y LlenuTenbHULbI, NoKayYMBanu ero rofiopy, noka
OHa npuKasbiBana emMy pe3kum TOHOM NTb TOLLUHOTBOPHOE 3efbe, KOTOPOoe NOAHOCUINA K ero rybam.

YTpom oHa npuHecna emy 3aBTpak 13 pUca 1 OBOLLEN; 3a Hell LLen oHoLLa, AepXa B pykax rutapy.

— A 3nvo, — npepcTtaBuncs oH. 3aurpaB Ha rutape, ONUO Hadvan neTb 3abaBHYH MECEHKY, B
KOTOPOW FrOBOPUITOCb O COObITUAX cxBaTkM Ppepepuko ¢ 940M. AnMo pacckasan emy, YTO B TOT OEHb,
Korga mefcecTpa U3 anteku npueerna ero B JOM MaTepu, OH YLIEN Ha XONMbl CO CBOMM MadeTe 1 youn
Mavarsy, kotopas ykycuna ®pegepuko. Ecnun Obl 3mes ocTanach X1BOW, 3eMbe U 3aknnHaHus 6binn 6ol
BecnonesHol.

*kk

OpHaxabl yTpoM, 3aMeTvB, YTO NunoBas onyxofb onana, dPefepuko AocTan CBOK BbICTUPAHHYHO
ogexay. ops xenaHvem MpoBepwuTb CWMbl, OH BbiWen BO ABOP, rAe Hawen uenurtensHudy. OHa
CKIOHMMNach Hag Ta3oM ¢ po3MapuHoBor Bogon. OH monya Habnaan, Kak OHa CBOM Pyku B hmoneToBom
XNOKOCTMW.

Ynelbasicb, OHa B3rnsiHyna Ha Hero, — 3T0 6epexeT MOM BOSMOCHI OT CeAuHbl, — OOBbSCHWMNA OHa,
npoBeasi HECKOMbKO pa3 nanbLamu no CBOUM KyAPSM.

O6e3ymeB OT HansbiBa XeJflaHuA, HaxnblHYBLUEro Ha Hero, OH nogoLlen K Hen.
EMy O4Y€eHb XOTENOChb NoLenoBaTh Kanenbkn BoAbl, coeraBLine no ee Uy u wee.

Ero He BonHoOBaro, 4To OHa, BO3MOXHO, CTapa, kak u ero maTb. [1nsa Hero oHa 6bina 6e3 Bospacta. O,
KaKOW TaMHCTBEHHbIN cobrasH!

— Tbl BEpHYyNa MHe >U3Hb, — LUEenTan OH, Npukacasch k ee nvuy. Ero nanbubl 3agepxanvce Ha ee
LeKkax, ee MonHbIX rybax, ee TENMON rnagkow Wwee, — HaBepHoe, Thl AoGaBuna noboBHoe 3erbe B TOT
Mep3KMi1 0TBap, KOTOPBLIN A BbIHYXAEH NMUTb KaXXabli OEHb.

OHa B3rnsiHyna emy npsiMo B rnasa, Ho HUYero He OTBeTMMA.

Bosicb o6maeTh ee, OH 3allenTan U3BNUHEHUS.

OHa BCTpsiXHyna rorioBoi, B ee roprie 3akrnokoTtan Huskui gpebexawmini cmex. OH Hukorga He
cnblwan Takoro 3Byka. OHa 3axoxoTana OT BCEW AYLWM, CMIOBHO HUYErO B MUPE HE WMENO HMKaKoro

3Ha4YeHnA, — Tbl MOXeLlUb OCTaBaTbCA 34€eCb, NOKa CUIeH, — CKas3alla OHa, B3bepoLlunB ero 6en0|<ypb|e
NOKoHbI. B ee NPUKPbITBIX rna3ax ObIn Greck HacMeLkKn, Ho TaM Obina n CTpacTb.
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BbicTpo nponetanu Mecsubl. LlenvTtensHuua npuHana ero kak cBoero nobosHMKa. Ho oHa Hukorga He
Mo3BOJIsSifIa EMY OCTaBaTbCS Ha BCIO HOYb B €€ KOMHaTe.

— Ewe HeMHOro, — npocun oH Kaxabli pas, nackasi LUENKOBUCTYIO KOXY, HO Xenasi, YToObl Ha 3TOT
pa3 oHa nogvnHunack ero TpeboBaHnaM. Ho oHa BbITankmeana ero B TEMHOTY U, CMesAChb, 3aKpbiBana 3a
HUM ABepb, — BCe OyaeT No-TBOEMY, €CNU Mbl OCTaHeEMCSH NBOBHMKaMK Tpy roga, — ycrnokavBana oHa
€ro Kaxabl pas.

*k%k

Ce30H JoXxaen noyTy nodoluen K KoHuy, u deneprko BO30GHOBMIT CBOM MOE3OKM Ha XOMNMbl. Jnno
COMpOBOXAAN €ro, CHavana ass 3aluTbl, HO BCKOPe OH Hay4usics TOBUTb U NOTpOWUTL NTul. Hukorga
npexae ®egepuko He Gpan HMKOro ¢ coboi. HecMoTps Ha pasHULy B AeCSATb JeT, OHU cTany nyywmumm
APY3bsiMU.

degepvko yaMBRANCS, Kak nerko Onuo BblAep)XMBaeT OOMrie Yacbl MOMYaHus, Koraa oHW oXuaanu
NTUL Y NOBYLLKU, U TOMY, C KAKUM HacnakxaeHweM oH 6poauT Mo XONOAHBIM TYMaHHbIM BepLUMHaM, rae ux
noAcTeperanu TymaH u Betep. EMy yacto xoTenock pacckasatb O5Mo o0 KanvTaHe MeauHo, HO OH Kak-To
He CMer HapyLWWTb 3Ty UHTUMHYIO U XPYMKYIO TULLMHY.

denepvko 4yBCTBOBAN CMYTHYIO BWHY 3a O9TM CBETMble OHW Ha XONMax W TanHble HO4YM C
uenutenbHuuen. OH He Tonbko yBeamn 3nMO M UenuTenbHULY, HO U CaM Hayan BepuTb B TO, 4TO
kanutaH MegnHo 6bin 06bI4HBIM XuTenem Kapkaca, koTopbli Nnpogasan HabuTbiXx MM NTWUL B LUKObI,
My3eun U aHTMKBapHbIe NaBKu.

— Yem noBuTb 3TUX NPOKNATLIX MTUL, 3aiMUCb Ny4lwe AenoMm, — ckasan emy MegunHo ogHaxAabl
nocne obepa, Korga OHW 3awWwnu BbIMWTb NMMBA B MeCTHbIM Bap, — 6Gonblie obwarncsa ¢ naumeHTamm
uenuTenbHuubl. Yepes cnnetHM MOXHO Y3HaTb M3yMuTenbHble Bewn. Bo BCsAKOoM crnydae, Tbl AOMKEH
AOBECTW A0 KOHLA 3Ty BrecTALyto yrnoBKy.

degepuko Kaxabld pas yauBnAnca u pacctpauBancd, korga MeguHo Bocxuwanca ero oBKOMW
WHTpUron. KanutaH n B camom gene Bepun, 4to Peepuko npegHamepeHHo aan ykycuTb cebs samee.

— Tonbko MHTENNEeKTyanbl U obpasoBaHHbIE NIOAN NNaHUPYIOT M 3aMbILLNSIOT CBEPrHYTb AUKTaTYypY,
— ckasan denepuko, — cpeau HUX HeT HU BefdHbIX hepMepoB, HM pbibakoB. OHWM CMULLIKOM 3aHATbI
paboToi, YTOObl 3amMeyaThb, Kakoe Y HUX NPaBUTENbCTRO.

— Mysn, Tebe He pacnnaTuTbCs C HaMK Takon TpenoTHen, — pe3ko obopean ero MeguHo, — genan
TO, YTO Tebe NonoxxeHo AenaTtb, — OH MNOBEPTEN NycTon Gokan B pykax, 3aTeM B3rnsiHyn Ha ®eagepuko u
foGaBun WenoToMm: — HeaaBHO M3 THOPbMbl cbexan nuaep HebomnbloW, HO daHaTUYHOW FpyMMbl
PEBOMIOLMOHEPOB. Y HAc eCTb BCE OCHOBaHWS BEPUTb B TO, YTO OH CKpbIBAeTCS rOe-To 34ecb, —
3axoxoTaB, MeanHO MONOXWI CBOIO MpaByl PYKy Ha CTON, — OH OCTaBWN B TOpbMe MO CycTaBy OT
Kaxxgoro nanbua. Noatomy ceityac ero 30ByT MOYO.

Mocne obena nowen goxae. LLym B HencnpaBHOM cTOYHOM xernobe pasdbyaun degepuko. OH nowwen
B KOPVAOP BbIKYPUTb CUrapeTy M BOPYr ycnbllwan TUXWA LIenoT, NpuUXoadwmni n3 paboden KOMHaThbl
uenuTenbHULbI.

OH 3Han, 4YTo 3TO He oHa. YTPOM OH OTBe3 ee B COCedHWi ropodok, rAe OHa npoBoawna
CNMPUTUYECKMIA ceaHc. PeaepmrKo Ha LibINoYKax nepecek Kopmaop.

Cpe/:u/l MPO4YMX roJ1IoCoOB OH OTHETIINBO pa3sinynI B3BOJIHOBaHHbI rosioc 3nuo.

CnepBa OH He Mor ynosuTb cCMbICn Ux 6ecedbl, HO korga croBa "guktaTop", "MNOTUHA Ha xonme" un
"HeodmuManbHbIA BU3UT guKTaTopa" MNOBTOPWUIINCL HECKOSNbKO pas, OH MOHAS, 4YTO HEeOXWOaHHOo
HaTKHYNCA Ha 3aroBop MNpPOTMB [rfaBbl BOEHHOro mnpasutenscTea. Pefepuko npwxanca K CTeHe,
ycrnokavBasi 6eLleHblli CTyK cepaua.

B36exaB no AByM CTyrneHbKaMm, OH PELUMTENBbHO LWarHyn B TEMHYK KOMHaTY.
— Onuo! 310 TbI? — ckasan oH, — A ycnbilwan ronoca u Havan BOfIHOBaTbLCS.

B koMHaTe OblNo HECKOMNbKO MY>K4YUH. OHKN MrHOBEHHO OTMNPAHYIMN B TE€Hb. Ho 3nuo He TpeBOXWUrcsa.
OH B3N CDe,qepMKo 3a PYKYy 1 npeacrasuit ero My>xxdmHe, KOTOprl7I cugen Ha CTtyne y antapsa.

— KpecTHbin, 310 TOT My3n, o koTopom 51 Tebe pacckasbiBasn, — ckasan 3nmo, — OH Apyr cembu. Emy
MOXHO OOBEPATb.

MyxumHa meaneHHo BcTan. B ero xygowasom nuue 6b1ro YTO-TO CBATOE, LLUMPOKME CKYIbl BbICTynanm
nop TEMHOWN KOXeW, rnasa cBepkanu NnefeHsillen CBUPEenocTbio, — 51 OYeHb paj 3HakoMcTBy ¢ Tobon, —
ckasan oH, — 9 Jlykac HyHeu,

CeKyH,u,y CDe,qepMKo NOCMOTpPENT Ha NPOTAHYTYKO PYKY, 3aTeM noxan ee. I'IepBble cbanaHrM KaXxgoro
nanbua OTCyTCTBOBaNu.

— A YyBCTBYIO, 4YTO Tebe MOXHO 0oBepATb, — CKasas OH, — 3J11M0 roBOpPUT, YTO Tbl MOXeLlUb NMOMOYb
HaM.
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KvBHyB, ®enepuko NpukpbIn rrnasa, 6osck, YTO ronoc 1 B3NS4 BblgadyT ero CMsiTeHue.

Jlykac HyHeL, npepctaBun ero rpynne Myx4uH. OHU noxanu emy pyky U BHOBb CENW NMONYKPYroM Ha
non. Cnaboe mepuLaHve cBe4vei Ha anTape efsa BbIpUCOBbIBANO UX nuua.

CDep,epMKo BHMMATENbHO Crywiaq TOYHble U CMOKOMHbIE [0BOAbI J'IyKaca, Korga OH 060y>i<u,an
NPOLWJTYKO N HACTOALLYIO NMOJINTUYECKYHO CUTyauunto B BeHecyene.

— Kak g mory nomoyb Bam? — cnpocun ®eaepuko B KOHLLE ero pa3bsaCHEHWUA.

nasa Jlykaca ctanu rpycTHbIMKW, €ro MU0 OMPaYUriocb OT HEMpUATHLIX BOCMOMWMHaHWKA. Ho oH
ynbIGHYNCA U ckasan: — ecnu apyrmue cornacHsbl, Tel MOr Obl MOABO3UTbL K HAM Ha XONMbl B3pbIBYATKY.

Bce cornmacunucek. ®egepmko 4yBCTBOBAS, YTO OHW MPUHSAMW €ro MOMHOCTBIO U3-3a TOro, YTO 3HaNN O
ero cesa3u ¢ Mepcegec NepanbTon.

lMocne nonyHoun Gecepa NOHEMHOry 3aTuxna, CMOBHO TpeneT KpbifbeB paHeHoW NTuubl. MyX4nHbI
Bbirnagenv énegHeiMn 1 n3amoxaeHHsimn. Korga ol obHMManu ero, oH novyscTBoBan o3Ho6. He roeops
HW CIOBa, OHW MOKMHYIN KOMHATY 1 NCYE3MM B TEMHOW NOLLMHE XOnMma.

OH 6bI1n owwenomreH AbSBOMNbLCKOW MPOHWMEN 3Ton cutyaumun. MNocnegHue cnosa Jlykaca ewe 3Byyanu
B €ro ywax, — Tbl MaearnbHbI YernoBek Ans 3Toro gena.
HukTo He 3anogo3puT 6enoKyporo NOTPOLLNTENS NTUL,.

*kk

degepurko pasBepHyn DKvn Ha HeGOmbLIOKM nonsHe y aoporn. Menkuii 4oXab OKyTan XonMbl TEMHOIA
AbIMKOW, a MonymMecsiL, NpOCesiHHbIM CKBO3b 0braka, 3anmBan MeCTHOCTb NPU3padHbIM CUSIHUEM.

OH 1 dnuno monya BbIrPpYy3nUIn ALLKK, HaOWUTBIV NAMTKAMKU OUHaAMKUTA.

— 51 oTHecy BeTOLb 0BpaTHO B XWXWHY, — wWenHyn Anmo. OH oboapstowe ynblIbHyncs, — He CMOTpK
Tak Tocknuneo, ®pegepunko. MocT OHM 3aMUHMPYIOT Ha paccBeeTe.

denepviko B3rNsSAOM NPOBOAWI €0 Mo Tporne, CNycKaBLLENCS B IyCTYIO TbMY.

OHu vacTto npuxogunn c Onuo ctoga B Nonckax AMKUX HOMapoc, CBon6pa3HbIX apomMaTHbIX NJ1oaos,
KOTOpble naxsnun nenecrtkamu pos. OT10 6bINo NOMMOE NAKOMCTBO LIENUTENBbHULIbI.

degepvko cen Ha ynaBLIWWA CTBOM M YTKHYNCSA NuuUoM B pyku. Kpome cmyTHOM BWHbI. WHorga oH
YyBCTBOBAI XeNnaHue Nony41Tb LWeapylo nnaTy, HAMHOro NPeBOCXOASALLYI0 CTOMMOCTb TEX PEAKOCTHbIX
nTuL, KOTOPbIX OH Npogasan MeawnHo.

OH oT6pocun Bce MbICNN OTHOCMTENBHO TOro, Y4To Aenan. [Jo cux nop BCe 3TO Ka3anocb eMy MOXOXUM
Ha HEBEpOSTHbIE MPUKMIOYEHNUS B (DUNbMax U 3K30TUYECKMX pomaHax. Ho Tenepb Hago Obino npepatb
noaewn, KOTOPbIX OH 3Han 1 Nobun, KOTopble JOBEPUNUCE EMY.

yTpOM OH 3ameTtun mpxkun MeaguHo, CHpﬂTaHHbIVI B yeAMHEeHHOM MecCTe Ha OKpaumHe ropona, u
nogbvexan K Hemy. OH paccKkasan MegauHo Bce, 1 ceyac 6bINo CrMLKOM MO34HO coXaneTb 06 aToMm.

Korga ocnenutenbHas BCbIWKa MOMHUMKU o3apuna Hebo, Peaepnko BCKOYMM Ha HOrU. TpOM XNeCTHyn
OrnyLwnTeNbHbIM PEBOM, Y X0 MOKATUMNOCHL B rnybuHe yulenbs. [Joxab NpeBpaTurcs B CMOLHON NOTOK.
Bce cmeluanock BOKpYr Hero.

— Kakon s gypak! — 3akpuyan oH rpoMko 1 6pocuncsa BHM3 Mo Tpone.

dJe/J,eleKo 3Han abcontoTHO TOYHO, YTO MeauHO He UCMOMHUT CBOEro obellaHust U He NoLLaauT Hu
uenmtenbHuuy, HM ee CbiHa. OH obGewwan eMy 370, 4yTOObI BbITPACTU BCE, YTO 3Han CDe/J,eleKo.

— 3numo! — 3akpuyan oH, HO BO3rnac ero yToHymn B LWYMHOW ovYepeam nynemeTa, U UCMyraHHbIA KpUK
TbICSIUM NTUL, PUHYICSI B YepHOe Hebo.

3a HeCKONMbKO MUHYT, KOTOpble MOHAA0bUMUCh eMy, YTOObI JOCTUYL XWXKMHbI, B €r0 YMe MpomMyarnoch
cTpawHoe BuaeHune. C notpsicaiolLeit ACHOCTBI0 OH YBUAEN, Kak ero Xu3Hb B 04HO MIHOBEHUe dpaTanbHo
naMeHunnack. Moyt MexaHu4eckn OH nogollen Kk 6e3KU3HeHHOMY, pasopBaHHOMY MynAMKU Teny Jnuo.
OH paxe He 3amMeTun, Kak B XMXKNHY BoLLnvM MeauHo v gsoe conaar.

MeauHo Kpuyan Ha 0QHOro U3 HUX, HO ero ronoc Obin AaneKkMm LIenoToM: — NpoKNATbIn namoT! A xe
Kpndan Tebe — He cTtpenan! Tl MOr BCex Hac pasHeCcTy Ha Kyckun. 34ech xe gnHamuT!

— 4 ycnblwan, kak KTo-To 6eXxuT B TEMHOTe, — oOfnpaBAblBanca congat, — 34ecb morna ObiTb
3acaga. A He Bepto aTomy Myau!

MeaonHO OTBEPHYNCS OT HEro W Hanpasun CBOW poHapb B nuuo Penepuko: — a Tbl rynee, Yem s
ayman, — npoLuunesn oH, — Hagesricsi, YTo Bce OyaeT He Tak?

HOBepI/Iﬂ MHE? — OH npukKkasan congatam C6p00MTb ALWKK CO B3prBLIaTKOl7I B yulersnbe.

dPenepvko pasBepHyn MKWM U Tak SAPOCTHO 3aTOPMO3WUN nepej LOMOM LENUTENbHULBI, YTO €ro
Opocuno Bnepen, ¥ OH yaapurica ronoBon o0 BeTpoBoe cTekno. CekyHAy Bce ObiNo Kak B TymaHe, OH
HeMoHMMaloLLEe pasrnsgbiBan 3akpbiTyi0 OBEPb U 3aKpbiThle cTaBHU. PefepurKko nepecek ABOp, TamM CTOsN
apMencKmm gxun.
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— MepuHo! — 3akpuyan oH v nobexan Yepes NaTho U KyxHI0 B paboyyto KOMHATY LenUTeNbHULbI.

MobexaeHHbIN 1 coBepLUEHHO 06eCCUMNEHHbIN, OH ynarn Ha 3eMnio psaoM C LenuTenbHULENR, KoTopas
nexana B yrny antaps.

— OHa Hu4ero He 3HaeT, — 3aKkpuyal OH, — OHa He 3aMellaHa B 3TOM.

MeamHO OTKMHYN Hasag CBOKO rOfiOBY M BECEeno 3axoxoTan, ero 3onotble 3ybbl cusnu B 3apese
CBeYen, 3aXOKeHbIX Ha anTape: — AyTbli WAMOH. Tbl 6ECKOHEYHO YMHEe MEeHsl, — Cka3an OH, — HO Y
MeHs1 eCTb OonbIT. KoBapCTBO M NOAO3PUTENBHOCTL — 3TO MOE NponuTaHue, — OH yaapun ®peaepuko B
nax, — ecnu Tbl XOTen NpeaynpeauTb ee, TO NoYeMy He npuexan cioga nepsbiM? He Hago 6bIno ckynutb
HazZ Manb4mLLKON, KOTOPOro Thl youn.

[iBoe congaTt noaxBaTuUnu LenuTenbHULLY Nog pykn 1 3acTaBunu ee BCTathb.

Ee nonynpukpbiTble rnasa 6binm B cuHsKax 1 pacnyxnu. ['ybbl 1 HOC KpOBOTOUMAN.

Cnabo BCTpeneHyBLIMCh, OHa orngaena komHaTty. HakoHel, ee rmasa oTbickanu deaepuko.
— e 3nno? — cnpocwuna oHa.

— Ckaxn en, Ppegepuko, — 3axoxotan MeamHo, — pacckaxu e, kak Tbl youn ero.

CnoBHO SPOCTHOE XWBOTHOE, coGpaB nocrnedHMe cunbl, OHa TomnkHyna MeauHo Kk anTapio,
OMPOKMHYMa OHOrO M3 CoNnAaT U BbIXBaTUMa CBOE OpYXKKe.

Conpart BbICTpPEJINI1 NepBbIM.

LlenutenbHnua HenoaBwxHO 3amepna. Ee pyku cxanu rpydb, NbiTasiCb OCTAHOBUTb KPOBb,
BbITEKABLUYIO Yepes nud ee nnaTtbs, — s NPOKNMHa Tebs 4o KoHUa TBoMx AHen, Pegepuko, — ee ronoc
ocnaben, cnoBa ObiNy NOYTM He crbilwHbl. Ka3anock, YTO OHa HallenTbiBana 3aknuHaHue. Msrko, kak
TPSINMYHAsA KyKna, oHa NoBanunachb Ha 3eMio.

B nocnegHem nopbiBe ACHOCTU Cbe,qepvn(o NPUHAN OKOHYaTesnbHOEe pelleHune: 0o CMepTu OH 6y,u,eT
CBA3aH C NabMun, KOTOPbLIX npenan. Ero mbicnn Hecnucb, Kak 9Kcnpecc. OH porkeH NUCKYMUTb BUHY,
y6I/IB nioaen, oTBETCTBEHHbIX 3a BCE: cebsi 1 cBoero coy4YaCTHUKa — MeguHo.

dpenepmrko BbIAEPHYN N3 HOXKEH OXOTHUYUI HOX U BOTKHYN ero B cepaue MeauHo. OH Hagedancs, 4to
€ro TyT e yObloT, HO congaT NPOCTPENUI eMy TOSBKO HOTY.

EMy cBsizanu pyku, 3aBsi3anu rnasa, 3acyHynv B poT KNsin v nepeHecnv B MawwuHy. OH ycrbiwan
HacMeLUNMBbLIN NeneT cTarkv nonyraes, NPONeTeBLUMX MVMO.

Yacom nosxe malumHa octaHoBunack. Ero npmsesnu B Kapkac n nomectunu B TiopeMHyto kamepy. OH
npu3Hancs Bo BCEM, Ha YTO HaMeKanu ero myumtenu. Bce, 4To OH ckasan, He MMeno ANs Hero 3HayYeHus.
Ero Xun3Hb yxe KoH4mnachb.

CDe,qepMKo He 3Has, KaK gomnro oH I'Ip06bIJ'I B THOpbMeE. B otnnume ot OPpYrnx 3akrn4yYeHHbIX, OH He
cunTan HU Hedernb, HU MecsiueB, HU neT. Bce oHn 6Gbinv oanHaKoBbLI A1S HEro.

OpaHaxabl OH cTan cBoOGOAHbLIM. JTO CIny4qnnocCb yTpomMm BO BpeMA CUIbHbIX BOSTHEHMI. Ha ynuuax
nran Kpudanu, nnakanam m cMeanmcob. ,D,MKTaTypa Obina CBeprHyra. dJep,epMKo nocenunnca B CTapOVI
4acTu ropoaa 1 BHOBb CTan HabueaTb NTUL. Ho Gonblue OH He noceLlan Xonmbl.

26.

— Yenoseyeckas npupoga o4veHb CTpaHHas, — ckasana JoHba Mepcegec, — g 3Hana, 4To Thl
npuexana, 4Tobbl YTO-TO cAenaTb AN MeHs. F 3Hana 370 ¢ CaMOoro Havana, kak Tonbko yBugena 1ebs. U
BCe e, Koraa Tbl HaKOHeL, caenana 3To, 8 He noBepuria CBoUM rrasam. Thl MOBepHyna Ans MeHs Korneco
cnydasi. A gaxe ckaxy, Tbl 3actaBuna Ppegepuko Mionnepa BEpHYTbCA K 4ENCTBUTENBHOCTU XU3HU. Tbl
npueera ero KO MHe CUNon CBOeWN TEHN BEAbMbI.

OHa obopBana MeHsi, egea s packpbina poT, — BCe 3TU MecsiLibl, TPoBeAeHHbIe B MOEM [oMe, Tbl
Oblna noa Moen TeHbl, — cKasana oHa, — Obino Obl 00ObIYHBLIM, ecnn 6bl 1 gana Tebe 3BeHO, HO HUKAK
He HaobopoT.

MHe 3ax0Tenocb BbISCHUTb 3TOT BOrMnpocC. A HacTauBana Ha TOM, 4YTO HM4Yero He genana. Ho oHa mMeHs
M cnywaTtb He XoTtena. Torga s BblABMHYINA TaKyk rnmnotesdy:. OHa co3gana cebe 3BeHO cama, y6eLI,VIB
cebs, YTO 3TO BbI3BAHO MHOM.

— Het, — ckasana oHa, CMOpPLUMB HOC, — TBOMW PACCyXAEeHWs NOXHbl. MHe O4eHb rpyCcTHO, YTO Thbl
uwelwb 06bACHEHWS, KOTOPblE TONBbKO UCTOLLAIOT Hac.

HoHbs Mepcegec BcTana v obHsNa MeHs, — MHe Xarnb Tebs, — LWenHyna oHa MHe B yx0. VI Bopyr
3acmesanacb Tak pagoCTHO, YTO rPYCTb ee paccesnachb, — HeT cnocoba 06bACHUTL, Kak Tbl 3TO caenana,
— CcKasana OHa, — S He TOBOpI0 HM O YErlOBEYECKUX COrfalleHusX, HM O CMyTHOW npupoge marnn. A
rOBOPIO O TOM, YTO TakK e HeynoBnMO, Kak BEYHOCTb cama no cebe, — oHa 3anHynack, nogdupas cnosa,
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— BCe, 4YTO 4 3HaK W 4YyBCTBYIO, 3TO TO, YTO Thbl co3aana Afid MeHA 3BEeHO. o710 yomsutenoHo! A
nbiTanack Nokasatb Tebe, kak BeabMbl BpallaloT KoJieco cny4vad, a B 3TO BpeM4d Tbl NOBEPHYSa ero gna
MEHHA.

— 4 yxe ckasana Tebe, 4TO Thl OlIMbBaeLbCa, — S HacTauBana Ha 3ToM 1 Bepuna B 310. Ee ycepaue
W MNbiN CMyLLANM MeHs.

— He 6yab Takon Tynown, Myaus, — oTBETUIIA OHa C TaKOW OCAAOW, YTO >XMBO HaMOMHWA MHe
ABrycTMHa, — He4yTo nomorno Tebe co3gaTb ANA MeHA nepexod. Thl MOXelb ckasaTb, U Oyaellb
COBEPLLEHHO NpaBa, YTo, UCMOMb3Ys CBOK TEHb BE€AbMbI, Thl AaXe HE 3Harna O HeWn.

YacTtpr BocbMag.

217.

Ce30H goxaen noyuTn npoLuer, HO KaXabl AeHb nocrne obeaa HauynHancs NUBEHb, KOTOPbIA OBbIYHO
conpoBoXaanu rpomM U MOSHUK.

£ nposBoamna 31O AOXANUBOE BPeMs CYTOK B kOMHaTe AoHbu Mepcegec. OHa nexana B ramake u
Oblna coBeplleHHO 6e3pasnmyHa K MoeMy npucyTcTeuio. Ecnn s 3agaBana Bonpoc, oHa oTBedvana, ecnuv
S1 HAYEro He roBopuia, oHa monyarna.

— HMWKTO M3 MaunMeHTOB He NMPUXOAMT Mocne OOXAs, — ckasana §l, rMmsaas U3 okHa Ha MpOofMBHOM
A0XOb.

Byps cTuxana, HO ynuua no-npexHemy Gbina 3aTonneHa Bogoi. Ha cocenHel kpbiwe cuaeny Tpu
KaHtoka (pod nTvubl). OHM Npbirany ¢ BbITAHYTEIMUA KPbIIbSIMU, B3GMpasicb Ha BbICOKMIA koHek. CornHue
HaKoHel, NpopBanock, U U3 AOMOB BblbGexanu nonyronble Aetn. BenyrnBas BopoGbeB, OHW HOCUIIUCH
APYr 3a APYrom no rpAsHbIM JyKam.

— HuKTO He npuxoguT nocne AoXAas, — NoBTOpwUna st 1 noBepHynack k AoHbe Mepcegec. OHa Monya
cugena B ramake, 3aGpocuB HOry Ha HoOry, U NMpuUcTanbHO paccmaTtpuBana cBou GOTUHKM, — S Aymaro
NpPONTUCL 1 HaBecTUTb JleoHa YnpuHo, — ckasana s, BcTaBas.

— A 6bl He genana 3aToro, — npoLlenTana oHa, He CBoAd rnas Co CBOUX HOT.

BHe3anHo goHbA Mepce,qec B3rMsAHyIna Ha MeH4. B ee rnasax OTpaxanocCb rny60|<oe pasgymbe. OHa
konebanaceo, XMYpPACb U NMOKyCbiBadA Fy6bl, CITOBHO XOTena ckasaTb 4YTO-TO ewe. BMecTo 3TOro AOHbS
Mepcenec nogxeatwuiia MeHsa noa pyky v noeesna B CBOK pa6oqyro KOMHarTy.

EnBa Mbl BownM, OHa Hayana MeTaTbCa W3 OLHOro yrna KOMHaThbl B ﬂ.pyFOVI, ocmMmaTtpuBaa Mo
HECKOJ1IbKO pa3 oaHM U Te Xe MecCTa, pa3rpe6aﬂ N nepectaBndad BewWn Ha CTONe, anrtape u BHYTpu
OCTEKIIeHHOoro 6ycbeTa, — 4 He MOory HaWTK ero, — HakKoHeL, cKasarna oHa.

— Y10 TbI NOTEPsANa? MOXET ObIThb S 3HAO, rAe 3TO NEXUT? — He Bblgepxana .
OHa 6bI1o OTKpbINa poT, HO HUYETO HE Cka3aB, OTBEPHYIACh K antapto.

CHauana JoHbsi Mepcegec 3axrna cBedy, NpuUKypuna curapy u packypusana ee 6e3 ocTaHOBKW [0
Tex Mop, noka He ocTascs N1Lb OKypoK. Ee rnasa cregunu 3a nensnom, NagaslinM Ha MeTansimyeckyro
Tapenky neped Heil. 3aTeM oOHa pesko o6GepHynach, B3rfisiHyNa Ha MeHs W OMnycTunacb Ha mnon.
MepecTaBmB HECKOSbKO BYTLIMOK MOA CTOSMIOM, OHa BbiTalyuiia oTTyAa 30/10TOe OXKepesibe, yKpalleHHoe
MHOXECTBOM Mezaanei.

— Y710 Tbl.., — 4 OCTaHOBMNacCb Ha nomnycnoee, BCMNOMHMB HOYb, KOrga OHa no,u,6pocv|r|a oxepeJlbe
BbICOKO B HE06O, — Korga Thl yBuaub Megann BHOBb, Tbl BEPHELLLCA B KapKac, — CKasana oHa Torga. A
HWUKaK He Morna pa306paTbC$|, Oblna nn 3To LYyTKa nUnm A npocTo Oblna oYeHb yCTaJ'IOVI, Korga okasalacb
cBugeTenbHULen nx nageHms. C tex nop 4 nx GonbluUe He Buaena u NofiHocTblo 3abbina o Meaansx.

Mepcegec lNMepanbTa ycmexHynacb 1 Bctana. OHa noBecuna Meganu MHe Ha ek W ckasana: —
YYBCTBYELLb, Kakue oHu Tsbkenble? Ynctoe 30n0To!

— OHu un Bnpasany TsKenble! — BOCKITMKHYNa 4, nogaepXxunBasd CBA3KY pyKaMu.

MMapgkue Onectawme Meganu uMMenu  OyWiHbLI  OpaHXEBbLIM  OTTEHOK, XapaKTepHbld  Ans
BeHecyanbckoro 3onota. OHWM pacnonaranucb MO BeNUYMHE OT [OECATUMNEHCOBOW MOHETbl [0
cepebpsiHoro gonnapa. He Bce meganu 6biny LepkoBHbIMU. HekoTopble n3obpaxanu MHAENCKUX BoXaen
BPEMEH MCMNaHCKMX 3aBoeBaTenemn, — asist Yero oHn?

— [na noctaHoBKM AmarHosa, — ckasana foHbs Mepcepgec, — Ansa uenutensctsa. OHW NonesHol
KaXxgoMy, KTo Obin BIGpaH ons HMX, — rpoMKO B3AOXHYB, OHa cerla OKoJlo cTona.
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C oxepernbem Ha Lee s cTosina nepen Heil. MHe XoTenochb CNpocuTb ee, Kyaa NonoXuTe Meganu, Ho
YyBCTBO MOJSIHOTO OMYCTOLUEHUSI JIULLMIIO MEHS Aapa peyn. A cmoTpena ei B rmasa v Bugena B HUX
GecnpenenbHyto neyans ¥ rPYCTHOE pasgymbe.

— Cenyac Tbl UCMbITaHHLIN MeaUyM, — NpoLlenTana oHa, — HO TBOE BPEMsI 30eCb NOAOLLIIO K KOHLY.

Ha aTton Hegene oHa nbiTanacb NOMOYb MHE Bbi3BaTb ayx ee npepgka. Ho okasanocb, 4TO MOU
3aKNIMHaHWSA He uMetoT Bonblue cunbl. Mbl He CMOMNIM 3aMaHNTb ayxa, Xotda A4 Aaenana 310 o4Ha KaXXayto
HOYb y>Xe HECKOJIbKO MeCALEeB.

HoHbs Mepcegec 3acmesinacb TUXUM, 3BOHKMM CMEXOM, KOTOPbIA NpOo3ByYarn no4yemMy-To 3rnoselle, —
Ayx coobLwun Ham, 4YTo TBOe BpeMsi NpoLuno. Thl BbINOMHMMA TO, pagy Yero npuwina cioga. Tel npuywnia
nepeaBvHyTb ONS MEHs1 KONeco criyyas. S ke nosepHyna ero ans 1ebs Tov HoYblo, Korga yeuaena 1ebs
Ha nnowaaun. B ToT mur MHe 3axoTenock, YTobbl Thl NpulLna ctoga. He caenan s atoro, Tbl Obl HUKOrAA
He Haluma Toro, KTo ykasan 6bl Tebe Ha Mot ABepb. Buauib, s ToXe, UCMOMb3ysl CBOK TEHb BeAbMbl,
cosgana ansa tebs 3BeHo.

OHa cobpana co ctona kopobku, cBeun, OaHkn u obpasubl MaTepun, crpebrna Bce 3TO pykamu U
MeZaNeHHO NoAHsINack, — NOMOMY MHe, — ckasana OHa, yka3aB noabopoAKoM Ha 3acTeKneHHbIN byder.

AKKypaTHO paccTaBuB BELLW Ha MOSKax, A NOBEpHYMach K anTapio U NOAPOBHANA CTaTyu CBATbIX.
— YacTb MeHs Bceraa 6yaeT ¢ To6oi, — TUXo npounsHecna aoHbs Mepcegec.

— rae Obl Tbl HM Gbina, 4To Obl Thl HU genana, Mo HeBuaMMbIN Oyx Bcerga dyaet psgom. Cyabba
coeauHuna Hac HeBUAMMOW HUTBIO N CBsAI3ana HaBeku.

MbICrb O TOM, Y4TO OHa NPOLLAETCs CO MHOW, Bbi3Bana crnesbl Ha rnasax. 3710 6bio oTkpoBeHue. A
cumTana camo cobon pasymerommcs nobute ee 6€33ab0THO M nerko, kak No6AT crapukoB. MHe He
yOoanoch Bbipa3uTb CBOM YyBCTBA, Tak Kak B 3TOT MUI B KOMHATY BOpBanach ctapas XeHLLMHa.

— [oHbss Mepcepec! — 3akpuyana oHa, CLENMB CBOW MOPLUMHUCTbIE PYKM HA YCOXLUEW rpyau, —
nomorn Knape. Y Hee npunagok, u 9 He cmorna npuBectn ee cioga. OHa nexuT, Kak mepTtBasi, —
XEHLLUMHa roBopuna odeHb GbicTpo. Korga oHa nogoLwuna K uenutenbHuUe, ee ronoc npeBpaTuncs B KpUk,
— A He 3Hal, YTo genaTb. [loKTopa yxe He BbI30BELUb, a s1 3HAlD, YTO Yy Hee npunagok, — OHa
3amonyana u nepekpectunacb. OrnsigeB KOMHaATy, OHa yBuaerna MeHsi, — s He Aymarna, 4to y Tebs
OyayT naumeHTbl, — npoLuenTana oHa BMHOBATO.

Mpennoxue XeHwmHe cTyn, AoHbs Mepcenec ycnokouna ee, — He BOJHyics, Amunus. Mysusa He
nauueHT. OHa MOsi MOMOLLIHULIA, — OHa OTMpPaBuna MeHs NPUHECTU U3 KYXHN €€ KOP3UHY.

Bobixoas, s ycnblwana, Kak 4OHbsA Mepcep,ec crnpocuna OmMunuio, Haeewanu nu Knapy €€ TeTYLUKWN. A
nofoLuna nobnmxke K nopTbepe, 4YTOObI yCnbllWwaTtb OTBET XEHLNHbI.

— OHM yexanu Tonbko 3TUM YTPOM, — cKa3ana oHa, — OHM Bbinn 3geckb noutn Hegento. OHKM xoTAaT
BepHyTbCA ctoga. W Jlymanto npueaxan. OH xodeT 3abpaTb Knapy B Kapkac.

N xoTs 1 He mMorna oueHWTb, Kakown nHdopmaumer obnagaet AoHbs Mepceaec, s 3Hana, YTO MMEeHHO
OHa COYTET HYXXHbIM B35iTb M3 goma. A 3Hana, YTO OHa OTMPaBUT SMWUMMIO B anTeky KynuTb (driakoH
nysumn ge opo (30n0Toro goxas), 6yTeinky nysuu ge nnato (cepebpsHoro goxas) u OyTeiNKy na maHo
nogeposa (Moryyer pyku). OTW LBETOYHbIE SKCTPAKTbl, CMELUaHHbIe C BOAOMW, CNYXUNWN Af OMOBEHUS
OKOMAOBaHHbIX B UX AOMaX. ATO 3aAaHne 0ObIYHO BbIMOMHANM CaMy OKONAOBaHHbIE.

JonvHa ¥ nnaBHble CKMOHbI KXKHOW 4YacTu ropoda, npexae OTBeAeHHble MOoA Mons caxapHoro
TPOCTHMKA, ObINM OuNLLEHbI ANA MHOYCTPMAanbHOro LieHTpa U HenpuBreKkaTenbHbIX PsAoB COBPEeMEHHbIX
AomoB. Cpeamn HUX, Kak cneg npoLusfioro, NOKOUNNCL OCTaHKM racveHabl Anb PrHko — AnvMHHOE po3osoe
3[aHune n ppyKkToBbLIN cag.

HeKOTOpOG BpeMA OOHbA Mepce/J,ec n 4 ctoann, paccMmartpmeaa gom u O6ﬂyI'IVIBLIJyIOCﬂ KpacKy Ha
CTeHax. ,D,Bepl/l N CTaBHM ObINM 3aKOJNOYEHbI. V|3HyTpl4 He OOHOCUINOCb HU 3BYyKa. Hn oguH nuct He
LeBenuncAa Ha gepeBbax.

Mbl npoLwsin napagHbie BOpoTa. LUyM MallnH Ha ynuuax 3aTtux, I'IpI/IFJ'IyLLIeHHbIIZ BbICOKMMU CTEHAMU U
nepeBbsAMU, KOTOPbI€ 3aCITOHATIN XXapKoe COJHLUE.

— Tbl gymaewb, OMUUSA yxe BepHynacb? — LWenHyna $, HanyraHHas 3TOW XXYTKOW TULUWHOM.
MpuyyanvBeble TEHW BETBEW METanMUCh Mo LLUMPOKOK arnnee.

He oTBeTMB MHe, foHbs Mepcefec Bowna B oM. MNopbIB BeTpa, NaxHyB pasnoXxeHuemM, Gpocun Ham
noZ Hory onaBLylo NUCTBY. Mbl MPOLNK MO LUMPOKOMY KOPUAOPY, KOTOPLIA NPUMbIKan K BHYTPEHHEMY
naTvo, HarofiHeHHOMY TeHbl0 W Mpoxnagol. Boda couunacb U3 MMOCKOW MOCYAMHBI, KOTopasi Gblna
BOAPY)KEHA Ha NMOAHATbIE PYKU NMYXJIOTO aHrena.

Mbl CBEpPHYNM 3a@ Yron v MoLunv no ApYyromMy KOpuaopy MUMO GeCKOHEeUHbIX koMHaT. MonyoTkpbiThie
[BEPU MO3BOMSANM MeSlbkoM BuAeTb GecnogobHble ocTaTky packuaHHOW kak mnonano obctaHoBku. A
BuZena npoCTbiHM MOBEPX AWBAHOB W KPECEMN, CBEPHYTblE KOBPbl W  OMPOKUHYTbIE CTaTy3TKU.
MokocuBLUMECS 3epkana, KapTWHbl U MOPTPeTbl ObiNM NMPUCMOHEHBI K CTEHAM, CMOBHO OXMWAas TOro
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MOMEHTa, Kora Mx noBecsAT BHOBb. [oHbio Mepceaec, No-BMAUMOMY, COBEPLUEHHO He 3aHumarn Xaoc,
LapuBLLMIA B OME, U OHa TONbKO MoXara nrnevyamu, Korga s Hayana ero obcyxaathb.

OHa yBepeHHO Bowna B 6Gonbllyto, €nabo OCBELLEHHYK ChanbHi, B LIEHTPEe KOTOpOW cTosna
LNPOKad, U3 KpaCHOro gepesa KpoBaTb, MNOKPbITaAd TOHKUM, KakK TymMaH, HakKOMapHWUKOM. TemMHble u®
TsKenble NopTbepbl 3aKpblBanu OKHA, Ha TyareTHOM CTOMMKE CTOSINO 3epKaro, akkypaTHO 3aJepHyToe
TEMHOW TKaHbIO.

3anax ropernoro xuvpa, nagaHa 1 CBATON BOAbI 3aCTaBW MEHS NogyMaTb O LEEPKBMU.

Ha nony, Kposatu, Ha ABYX Kpeciiax U HOYHOM CTOJiMKe — Be3[e BaldslmCb He6pe>+<Ho cBalieHHble
KHUrn. OHM nexanu gaxe Ha nepesepHyTOM HOYHOM TrOpLUKe.

Mepce,qec I'Iepaana BKNOYMna namny Ha HOYHOM CTOJIMKEe, — Khnapa, — no3Baljia OHa Tuxo,
OTKMAbIBasA B CTOPOHY CETKY HaKOMapHUKa.

Oxunpas yBugeTb pebeHka, s cTosna, YAMBNEHHO paccMaTpuBasi MOMOAYH0 KEHLUMHY, BO3MOXHO neT
aBaguatu. OHa nonynexana, NPUCMOHACL K nepedHen CnuHKEe KpoBaTW, BCE €e KOHEeYHOCTU Obinu
nepekoLUeHbl, Kak y TPAMUYHOW KyKNbl, KOTOPYIO HebpexHo Bpocunn Ha kpoBaTb. KpacCHbI KUTaWCKUM
LLIEeNKOBbIV XanaT C BbILUUTBIMW ApakoHaMu efBa NpUKpbIBan ee cragoctpacTHyo durypy. HecmoTtpsa Ha
pacTpenaHHblin BuA, OHa Obina noTpscatlle KpacuBa, C BbICOKMMW BblOAIOLWMMUCSA  CKynamu,
YYBCTBEHHbIM MYXIbIM PTOM 1 TEMHOW KOXeN, 6recTeBLUEn HEXHbIM TMAHLEM.

— HerVITa, KJ'IapI/ITa, — no3Balna AOHbA Mepcep,ec, MATKO BCTPAXUBaA €€ 3a nie4u.

Mornogas eHLwunHa pe3KOo OTKpbliJia rinasa, C/ioBHO KTO-TO CWUNOW BbITalLW e€ 13 Kowimapa. OHa cena,
€e 3payvKku Obinn HEBEPOATHO pacLlUnpeHbl, cne3bl NOTEKIN MO ee WeKam, HO JIMLO HUYEro He Bblpaxaro.

OTKI/IHyB KHUTKU B CTOPOHY, OOHbA Mepce,qec nocTtaBuna CBOK KOP3MHKY OKOJIO KpoBaTu, BbiTaljmuna
HOCOBOW MMaTokK U, I'IO6pr3FaB Ha Hero CBOMM JoOUMbIM cpencTBoM, npunoxuna ero K HOCy XXeHLUWHbI.

,D,yXOBHaﬂ MHBbEKUNA, KaK OOHbA Mepcenec Ha3blBaJila CBOKO CMeECb, NOo-BMOMMOMY, HE OKasalia Ha
XEeHLWHWHY BInNAHUA, OHa NUWb BANO nowlesenunnacb, — HY no4vyemy A4 He Mory ymepeTb B nokoe? —
npowlenTtana oHa, ee rofnoc Obin Kanpua3HbiM U yCTanbIM.

— He GonTaii epyHabl, Knapa, — ckasana goHbs Mepcegec, YTo-ToO pasbiCKMBasi B CBOeN KopanHe, —
Koraa 4yerioBek cobupaeTcss yMepeTb, i C padoCTbio NMOMOralo eMy NoaroTOBUTBLCS K €r0 BEYHOMY CHY.
KoHeuHo, ecTb GonesHu, BegyLuye K CMepTU Tena, HO TBOe BPeEMSI ellle He MPULLIO, — Kak TOSNbKO [OHbS
Mepcegnec Haluna To, YTO uckana, OHa BCcTana U K1BHyna MHe NofoinTn nobnuxe, — octaBaiics ¢ Heid. A
CKOPO BEPHYCb, — TUXO LLEMHYNA OHa MHEe B YXO.

Ac TpeBOFOVI cMoTpena, Kak Mepcep,ec I'Iepaana BbIXOOUT N3 KOMHaTbl, 3aTeM MnepeBesyia cBoe
BHMMaHWE Ha MOCTEJIb U nepexBaTuiia B3rnaa XeHLWnHbl, HaNOMHEHHbIN MepTBFILU,eVI HENOABUXXHOCTbIO.
OHa no4ytn He gpllana, HO KaXkeTcsl co3HaBana To, YTo 4 NpUCTalnibHO pasrnaabiBako ee. OHa meaneHHo
NPUOTKPbIJTa BEKN U JNNIEHNUBO MUTHYIa, OClenfieHHada TYCKIbiIM CBETOM. Knapa NoTAHyNnacb K HOYHOMY
CTOJNKKY, Hallapuna weTKy 1 cnpocuna: — Tbl HE MOITia Obl 3annecTn Mo BosfochI?

A KMBHYIa W, yJ'IbIGGFICb, B3dna WweTKy, — Ha O4HYy unn ase KOCUYKN? — cnpocuna 4, pacyecbiBasa ee
ONMVHHbIE BblOLWMECA BOJIOChbl U nepe6mpa;| cnytasLwuimneca npaaku. Kak Y OOHbU Mepce,qec, €e BOJIOChbI
naxmnn poaMapmHOM, — HY Kak Tebe aTa Munas TorncTas kocudka?

Knapa He oTtBetuna. 3acTbiBLUMM OTCYTCTBYIOLUMM B3rMsAOM OHa MNpuUCTanbHO pasrnsigbiBana
[AarnbHIOK CTEHYy KOMHaTbl, rAe B OBalbHbIX paMax Bucenu goTtorpadum, ykpalleHHble nanbMOBbIMU
NUCTBAMM, CIOXXEHHBIMU KPECT HaKpecT.

C uvcKkaeHHbIM OoT 6onu nuuoM OHa nosepHynacb KO MHe. Ee koHeyHOCTM 3abunucb cunbHOWM
OPOXbHO. Jlnuo noTemHeno, U oHa nosuna BO34YyX PTOM, NbITadACb NOATOJIKHYTb MEHSA K CMUHKEe KpoBaTW.

A nobexana k ABepu, HO NobosAnack OCTaBUTb €e OAHY M He NnocMena yWTu U3 KOMHaTbl. Heckonbko
pa3 A Kpudana, npusbiBas AoHblo Mepcegec, HO oTBeTa He Obifo. YBepeHHas, YTO CBEXWWA BO3AYyX
nonget Knape Ha nonbe3y, S WarHyna K okHy 1 otaepHyna nopteepy. Cnabbiin npobneck AHEBHOro ceeTa
ene npobusancs cHapyxu. Ero 3acnoHsana nuctea (OPyKTOBbIX [epeBbeB, KOTOpble, MepenvBasicb
LBeTaMu, roHAnM TeHW No KomHaTte. Ho Tennbi BeTep, BreTeBLUU B OKHO, NuLb nospeaun Knape. En
CTaHOBUIOCH BCE XyXXe. Terno KOHBYNbLCUBHO TPACIOCh.

JJ,epraHCb M 3adblXadaACb, OHA PyxHysna Ha NoCTelb.

Wcnyraewmncs, YTo B SNUNENTUYECKOM MpUnaake OHa MOXET Mepekycutb cebe s3blK, S nonbiTanach
3aCyHYTb PYKOATKY LLUETKM ANA BOMOC Mexay ee nasrarwymmn sybamu. 3To HanonHuno ee yxacom. Ee
rnasa Bbifie3anu u3 op6ut. Hortm Ha pykax npesBpaTunucb B gmoneToBble NsATHa. BuaHo 6Gbino, kak B
pacnyxLvx BeHax Ha Liee AUKO NynbCcupoBana KpoBb.

CoBepLUeHHO He 3Hag, 4To fenaTb, 1 BUenunacb B 30/10Tble Medarnu, KOTopble BCE eLle BUCENM Ha
MOEMN Lee, N Havyana kayaTtb UX Nepes ee rnasamu. Y MeHsi He ObIfio HMKaKMX naen n moicrien; aTo boina
YNCTO aBTOMaTU4ecCKada peakuunda, — Herpurta, KnapMTa, — uwenHyna 4 T0, YTO Ccnbiwana OT AOHbU
Mepcegec.
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B crnabom ycunumu oHa nonbiTanacbk NOAHATb PyKy. A onycTuna el Ha nagoHb oxepenbe. Tuxo
3aBblBasl, OHa Mpwkana Meganu K rpyan. Kasanock, oHa BTArmBaeTt B cebsi Kakylo-TO Marnyeckyo cuny.
B3agyTble BeHbl Ha Wee onanu, AblXaHWe YCMOKOMIIOCh. 3paykM YMEHbLUUNCE, U 9 3aMeTuna, 4To B ee
rnasax 6onbLue He BbINo TEMHOTBI, B HUX 3acusin SHTapHO-KOpUYHEBBIN cBeT. Cnabas ynbibka KocHynach
ee ryb, Hacyxo MpuKreeHHbix K 3ybam. 3akpblB rnasa, oHa OTnycTuia meganu u G0KOM CKOnb3Hyna B
nocrernb.

HoHba Mepcegec Bowra Tak TWXO, YTO MHe Mokasanocb, OyATo OHa MaTepuanu3oBasiacb OKOJSo
KpoBaTW MO BbI30BY TEHEN, KPYKMBLUMXCA MO KOMHaTe. B pykax oHa gepxana Gonbluyto antoMUHUEBYIO
KPYXKKY, HamnofHEHHYI0 Y)KacHO MaxHyBLUMM 3enbeM. B cBoel pyke OHa Kpemko cxkumarna nadky raser.
3akycuB ryObl, OHa XECTOM Mpukasarna MHe XpaHWTb MoNYaHue, 3aTeM MoCcTaBuma KpyKKy Ha HOYHOM
CTONUK U onycTuna raseTbl Ha nos. OHa nogHsANa ¢ NOCTeNy 30/10TOE OXepenbe U NoBecusa ero cebe Ha
weto.

3awenTtaB MONNTBY, AOHbA Mepceu,ec 3axrna ceBe4vyy u, nokonaeLNCb B cBoen KOp3unHe, BbiTawlunna
KpOLLIe‘-IHbIIZ Komouek 6enoro Tecra, 3aBEPHYTOIO B JINCTbA.

OHa ckaTana TecTo B LWapuk n bpocuna ero B Kpyxky. LLlapmk MrHOBEHHO C LUMNEHNEM PaCTBOPUIICS.
OHa nomeluana 3enbe nansueM 1, nonpobosas ero, NogHecna Kpyxky k rybam Knapebl.

— Men, — NnpuKasana oOHa. Monua, co CTpaHHO 6eCCTpaCTHbIM BblpaXeHnewm, uennTernbHuula
Habntogana, Kak Knapa rnoTaeT XXNOKOCTb.

EnBa sameTHas ynbiGka nosiBUnach Ha nuue MoNoA0N KEeHLMHBI. M3 ee ry6 BbipBasncs peskuil cMex,
KOTOpbLI NMepeLlen B yacHylo GonToBHIO. A He Morna pas3obpaTb HWM ogHoro croBa. CekyHOoW nosxe
OHa yrernach B NocTesb, MPEPLIBUCTO LWeNYa U3BUHEHUS U YMONISS O NPOLLEHUN.

CoBepLleHHO He 3aTpoHyTasd ee BCMbIWKOMW, A0HbA Mepceaec cknoHunacb Hag Knapow n Havana
MaccupoBaTb obnactb BOKpyr ee rna3. [lanbubl LenuTenbHUUbl OMNUCbIBAnNM Kpyru OAMHaKOBOro
anameTpa. OHa nepefBuranacb K ee BMCKam, 3aTeM Maskamu, MAyLWMMKM BHU3, Havana mMaccupoBaTb
OCTaBLUYIOCA 4YacTb Nuua, CrOBHO cavpana nunkyl Macky. VickycHo nepeaBuHyB Knapy Ha kpaw
MoCTENM, OHa pacnorioXuna ee rofnoBy Haj rasetTamMu u gasuna Ha cnuHy Knapbel 4o Tex nop, noka Ty He
BbIpBaro.

OpobputensHO KpsikHYB, OOHbA Mepcegec ocmoTpena TEMHYH MacCy Ha nony, 3aBepHyna ee B
fBymary n cBs3ana y3en BepeBKON, — Cendac Mbl MOXOPOHWM 3TO MECMBO TAe-HUOYAb CHapyxun, —
ckasana oHa 1 ogHWM GbICTpbIM ABMXKeHueM nogHsana Knapy Ha Horu. OHa nackoBO oTepna ee nvuo U
ronpasura Nosc Ha ee xanaTe.

— My3usa, — no3sana goHbst Mepcegec, 06epHyBLLMCH KO MHE, — BO3bMU ApYryto pyky Knapbl.

HOD,D,ep)KVIBaﬂ ee C ABYX CTOPOH, Mbl MeaJIeHHO npoLsin Kkopnaop, Bep,yu.l,mﬂ BO OBOpP, N CNyCTUNNCb
Nno WMPOKNUM LUEeMEHTHbIM CTYNeHAM BHU3 NO CKIOHY, Tyaa, rge pocriun (bpyKTOBble aepeBbA. 30ecb O0oHbS
Mepcep,ec NOXOPOHWUI1a CBEPTOK B rny60|<0|7| AMe, KOTOPYH OHa 3acCTaBuiia MEeHA BbIPbITb. Knapa cToana
Ha KaMEHHOW CTyneHbKe 1 paBHOAYLIHO CMOTpesia Ha Hac.

3a wecTb gHen Knapa okpenna. Kaxabil pa3 nocne obena, poBHO B LUECTb 4acoB, si NpuBO3una
JoHblo Mepcegec B racueHgy 3Anb PuHko. OHa neuuna Knapy takum xe obpasom. Kaxgas BcTtpeda
3aKaH4MBanacb noJ AepeBOM, I4e Mbl XOPOHUIK Yy3en U3 ra3eT, KOTOPbIA C KaXAblM OHEM CTaHOBWIICS
BCE MEHbLLIE U MEHBbLLIE.

Ha wecTton n nocriefHMn AeHb, HeCMOTpPSA Ha ycunus, Knapy He BblpBano. Tem He MeHee [OOHbSA
Mepcepnec 3actaBuna ee NOXOPOHUTb MYCTON 0OBA3aHHbIN BEPEBKON MakKeT.

— Cenyac c Hewn Bce B nopsiake? — cnpocuna s no gopore JOMow, — BCTped 6onblie He 6yget?

— He coBcem. M 370 0TBET Ha [Ba TBOMX BONpOCa, — cKasarna OHa, — HauuMHas ¢ 3aBTPaLUHEro AHs,
Tbl Bygewb BuaetTbecs ¢ Knapoi kaxablh AeHb. OTO OyAeT 4acTbio ee FfieYeHusl, — OHa NackoBO
roxnonarna MeHsi Nno pyke, — Tbl Byfelwb GecefoBaTtb € Hell. DTO NpPUHeCeT el MHoro xopoluero. U, —
nobaBuna oHa B pa3gymbe, — 3TO Takke bygeT nonesHo ang tebs.

* k%

C opexpgon n obyBbio B pykax Knapa Bbexana u3 kopvagopa B BaHHyk. bpocus Bce Ha non, oHa
CcHAna HouyHyl pybawKy u 3anwboBanacb CBOMM OTpaXeHweMm B 3epkanbHon cteHe. OHa nogowna
nobnuxe, paccmMaTpuBasl, Ha CKOMbKO 3a HOYb nogpocna ee rpyab. JoBonbHas ynbibka npobexana no
ee nuuy, Korga oHa CKNoHwuma rosioBy U pacnyctuna Bonockl. Haneeasa nerkvin motme, Knapa nyctuna
ropsiuyto 1 XONOAHYH0 BOAY B OFPOMHYI0 BaHHY B BUAE PaKOBUHbI, 3aTEM NOAOLLNIA K TyanieTHOMY CTOMNUKY
W TWaTenbHO ocMoTpena Bce (hrakoHbl, paccTaBneHHble HAa MPaMOpPHOW NOBEPXHOCTU. He 3Hasi, kakon
n3 LWamnyHewn BbIbpaTb, OHa MOHEMHOrY OTMMBana B BOAY U3 KaXAoro.

Ha mur oHa ocTaHoBuMnacbh, paccmaTtpvBasl ny3blpbku neHbl. B nuputy Bce Gbino uHadve. Bogy Tam
Gpanu 3 peku U1 13 KpaHa y 4oporu, a 3aTem HeCnm Mo XOSIMY B XKECTSIHbIX KaHUCTpaXx.
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JIvwb roa npolwen ¢ Tex nop, kak oHa npuexarna B 3nb PUHKO, HO ell kKa3anock, YTO OHa XKMBET B 3TOM
ANMVMHHOM CTapoM Jome BeyHo. Eii He xoTenock BCMOMMHaTbL CBO XM3Hb B MMPUTY. VI BOCMOMUHAHWMS
yBsifanu, CroBHO MUMOSIETHbIE rpe3bl. Eil MOMHMNOCH TOMbKO UL 6abyLIKM 1 3BYK Kavarku, CKpUnsLien
Mo FPYHTOBOMY MOIY, U TOT NOCNEAHWUN AeHb ee NpebbiBaHWs B flavyre.

— Tbl cTana coscem B3pocnown, Knapa, — npowentana 6abywka. Ee nuuo Beirmsgeno 6onee
CcTapbliM 1 yCTaBLMM, YeM Koraa-nnbo npexage. W B aTOT MUr AeBoYka NOHANA, YTO STOT cambli 6rIM3KuiA
N POOHOWM YerioBEK CKOPO YMpET.

— Bcemy cBoit Yepen, — ckasana 6abyLika, yNnoBMB MbICIM BHYYKW, — KOrga Teno roToBo YMeEpPETb,
HUYEro He ocTaeTCs, Kak TONbKO NeYb U 3aKpbITh rnasa.

A yxe obMeHsina CBO kayarnky Ha rpob, ocTanocb CMEHUTb 3Ty favyry Ha knaaduile.
— Ho 6abyuwka...

— Monuwn, guta, — npepBana ee crapasl XeHwuHa. OHa BblTalumna U3 KapMaHa HOCOBOW MNaToK,
pa3Bsi3ana y3ernok B O4HOM Yrfy M oTcuuTana HeCKONbKO MOHET, KOTOpble OTknaAbiBana Ha YepHbii
AeHb, — aToro Tebe ByaeT 4OCTaTOYHO ANA Noesakm B Anb PUHKO.

OHa KocHynacbh nanbuamu nuua eBOYKM 1 Nornagvna ee ANVHHbIE BOMHUCTbIE BOSTOChI, — HUKTO He
3HaeT, KTO TBOW OTeu, HO MaTb TBOSA Oblna BHebpayHbiM pebeHkom goHa Jlymca. OHa ocTanacb B
Kapkace nocne TBoero poxgeHus. TBos MaTb NO-NPeXHeEMy MLLET yaayu, HO yaady He Hago uckatb, —
ee ronoc yrac, oHa cbunacb ¢ MbicniM. HemHoro noroasi crapylwka gobasuna: — s yBepeHa, 4YTo OOH
Jlync npumeTt 1€64 Kak BHy4Ky. OH Bnageney, racueHabl Onb PuHko. OH cTap n 0aMHOK, — OHa B3dna B
CBOM PYKM NagoHU OEBOYKM, Mpukana MX K CBOMM MOPLUMHUCTBIM LueKaM M nouenoBana pOAVHKY B
dopme nncTa Ha ee NpaBow NagoHwu.

— [MNokaxu aTo emy.

Ceet cBeun nepepn durypkon Xpucta pacnnbeinca B rnasax pebeHka. B3arnsg OeBOYKM BHOBb
CKONb3HYN MO packnagyLuke B yriy, No KOp3mHe, HAbWUTOW HakpaxmaneHHbIM, He BbirfaXeHHbIM 6enbem,
no KOJsicke, B KOTOPOW OHa Bo3wna cBoto 6abyliky. B nocnegHun MOMEHT ee rmasa OCTaHOBWUIUCH Ha
CTapoOW XeHLMHE.

Ta cugena B kpecne ¢ OTKMHYTOWM rofioBON, ee NycTon B3rnsAg 6bin ycTpemneH Baarnb, MU0 CKumanm
Cyaoporu cMepTw.

Korga aBTOGYyC noages ee MpsiIMO K apke B CTeHe, okpyxaBwel 3nb PuHKO, yxe cMmepkanock. OHa
mpoLuna Mo CKMOHY, FAe Ha Teppacax POBHbIMU psidamu pocnu ppykToBble AepeBbs. Ha nonnyTtu
[eBOYKa PEe3Ko OCTaHOBMIaCb W 3amMepria, BCe €e CYLIeCTBO OblNo 3axBayeHo BUAOM HeBGOonbLIOro
[epeBa, NOKPbITOro 6enbiM LBETEHNEM.

— 3710 96n0HA, — pasgancs ronoc, — a Tbl kTo? OTKyaa npuexana?

Ha cekyHOy oHa nogymarna, 4To 3TO AepeBO FOBOPUT C HEW, HO TYT e yBuAaena crapuka, KOTopbir
CTOSN PAOOM C Hel, — 4 ynana ¢ 3Ton A6roHn, — ckasana oHa, NpoTArMBasi pyky Anst 3HakomcTea.

OH, No-BuguMoMy, 3TOro He OXuaan 1 yauBrneHHO CMOTPEN Ha ee Pyky.

BmecTto Toro, 4tobbl noxaTb €e, OH HEXHO B35 PyKy OEBOYKM B CBOK, — CTPaHHO, — MpoLuenTtarn
cTapwiK, ero 6onbLUIoV nanew nornagun poauHKy B oopme nNncta, — KTo Tbl? — CNPOCWI OH eLle pas.

— MHe kaxeTcd, s TBOS BHydka, — ckasana oHa ¢ Hagexgow. OH MOoHpaBwuncs el C NepBon Xe
MUHYTbl. Ha Bug ctapuk 6bin cnab n xpynok, ¢ cepebpucto-6ensiMm Bonocamu, KOTopble pasuTernbHO
OoTnMyanucb OT ero 3aropenoro nuua. OT Hoca k yronkam ryb cberanu ase rnybokme 60po3aku.

NHTepecHo, nogymManocb en, OTYEro OHWU BO3HWUKMMW: OT BOSIHEHUIM M TSXKENOro Tpyga Winn OT 4acTbIX
ynbl6oOK?

— Kro nocnan 1ebsi ko MHE? — cnpocuit Ctapuk, ero OonblIO Nanew Bce elle nornaxuean
JINCTOBUOHYHKO POAUNHKY.

3aecb. A BYepa Be4epoM OHa ymepra.

— A kak Tebs 3OByT? — Cnpocui OH, n3y4yasa ee numuo C oonblwmMn AHTAPHO-KOPUYHEBBLIMW TNMa3amm,
TOHKMM HOCWUKOM, NOJIHbIM PTOM U peLllnTENbHbIM I'IOLI,60pO,EI,KOM.

— OHa 3Bana meHs Jla Herpa.., — oHa 3anHynacbk nog ero npucranbHbIM B3rNsS40M.

— Jla Herpa Knapa, — ckasan oH, — Tak 3Banu moto 6abyluky. OHa 6bina Takas xxe TEMHEHbKas!, kak
W Tbl, — OH MOBEN ee BOKPYr iI610HN, — 3TO AepeBo BGbiNo pasmMepoM C ManeHbKy0 BETOUKY NETPYLLKY,
Korga s npvee3 ero u3 nytewecteus no Espone. Jllogn cmesnvicb Hago MHOW, TOBOPS, YTO SAGIOHM
HVKorga He GygeT pactu B Tponukax. Ceiivac oHa yxe cTapyluka. M nycTb OHa BbICOKO He Bbipocna, HO
BCE XXe MPUHOCUT Koe-kakue pykTbl. IHOrAa oHa cTouT BCsi B GEMOM, — OH MevarnbHO MoCMOTpesn Ha
HeXHble NenecTky, 3aTem ero B3rnsij nepeLlen Ha nobo3HaTenbHoe MMYMKO OEBOYKM, — 3TO NPEKPACHO,
YTO Thbl yrana ¢ S610HN. Tak MHe NOJAPKOB eLle He Japuiu.
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onoc Amunun npobyaun Knapy ot meutaHui — Herpaaaa, — KpuKHyrna OHa, NpPOCOBbIBAs B LLUEMb
ABEepwu CBOIO rONoBYy, — MOTOPONUCH, AeTKa. A cnbllwana, Kak Nogbe3xaeT MallnHa.

Knapa ToponnuBo BbICKOYMa M3 BaHHbI, 06Tepnacb U NOYTM MOKpasi CKOMb3Hyra B cBoe nobnmoe
nnatee. Nnatee 6bIN0 NPeKpacHOro XenToro LuBeTa C MaprapyTkamu, BbILLUUTbIMUA BOKPYr BOPOTHUYKA,
pykaBoB u nodca. BarnaHyB Ha cebs B 3epkano, oHa pagoCTHO xmxukHyna. lNnatbe genano ee ewe
TEeMHee, HO OHO HpaBunocb en. OHa He COMHeBarnachb, 4YTO Ky3eHy Jlynanto oHo Toxe noHpasutca. OH
nposegeT B Anb PuHko uenoe neto. NpaBaa, oHa HWKorga He Buaena ero. [Npowwnoe neTo oH BMeECTe C
poauTensamu nytewectesoBan no Espone.

Ycenbiwae wyM MawuHbl, Knapa noGexana no kopuaopy B FOCTUHYIO U B OTKPbITOE OKHO yBuaena
Onectawmn yepHoii numysmH. OHa ¢ GnaroroBeHMeM paccmaTtpuBana wodepa B KOXaHOW KypTke U
TYYHYIO XEHLUMHY, ogeTyto B 6enyio 6nyay.

C XMypbIMUX ML@MK OHM Havanu BbIrpyXaTb 6ecyncrneHHble YeMogaHbl, KOPOOKU, KOP3UHbI U NTUYBM
KneTkn. He roBopsi HM CnoBa, OHWM BHOCKIM BCE B AOM, HAOTpPe3 OTKa3aBLUMChb OT YCnyr QMUnuu, Kotopas
Bolbexxana nomMoyb uMm. Bckope OHM 3aKOHYMNU Pasrpy3Ky, M FPOMKUN, HEMNPUSTHBIA TyOOK ornacun
OKPECTHOCTMW.

Hepea MUWHYTY BTOpad MallnHa, Takad xe bonbLuas, YepHada n Onectawas, Bbeadxarna Bo aBop.

CHadvana nosiBuncsa HebomnbLION TONCTbIA MyX4YMHa, odeThin B 6exeByto reasbepy, naHamy n YepHble
Optokun, 3anpaBneHHble B canorn. Knapa ysHana B Hem Payns, o4eHb BaXkHyH0 NEPCOHY B NpaBUTENbCTBE
N 39T ee CecTpbl.

— [on Jlync! — 3akpunyan Paynb, — 9 npuses TBoux Aoyek. BoT oHu, Tpu rpaumm! — OH HU3KO
MOKITOHWICS, NMOYTN KOCHYBLUUCH 3€MITN CBOEN LUMAMNOW, 3aTEM OTKPbIN 3a4HI00 ABEPb NMMY3MHA Y NOMOT
BbINTW TPEM XeHLUMHaM: 6nunsHsawkam Posapro n Mapuu, n mnagwen cectpe Mapum MarganeHne, csoen
XeHe.

— J'Iy|/|3|/|To, — nos3san Paynb, OTKpPbIB NepeaHio ABepb MallWHbl, — NMOMOI'n MHe C 3TUMM...

Knapa He cTtana goxuaaTtbcs KoHUa ero dpasbl 1 nobexana Bo gsop, — nymsuto! A Tebsa xpana, —
OHa OCTaHOBMMAach Kak BKonaHHas. [leBoyka pacTepsiHHO CMOTperna Ha ManeHbKoro Manbyuka, KOTopbli
onupancs Ha KOCTbINKW, — 5 He 3Harna, YTo Tbl Nonan B aBapuio.

MokpacHes, Jlynanto B3rNsHyn B ee TeMHOE NULUo, — S He Obif B aBapuun, — Oef0BUTO OTBETWI OH.
[ns Takoro ManeHbLKoro u TLWeayLHOro CyLLEeCTBa, Kak OH, Y Hero Oblfl AOBOMIbHO FPOMKWUIA Fonoc, — A
fornen NonMoMUENUTOM, — OBBSACHWI OH, 3aMeTUB ee HegoyMeHne n nobasun: — A Kaneka.

— Kaneka? — nepecnpocuna oHa, — MHE HUKTO He roBopur 06 3TOM, — ero MarneHbkune 6ernblie pyku
N TEMHblE NOKOHbI, O6pamnsABLIMe GregHoe, YTOHYEHHOe MNULO, Kasanucb er Yem-TO He OT mMupa cero.
OH HanomwuHan en useTeHne S6noHu.

OHa 3Hana, 4To eMy TpuHaguaTtb neT, Ha rog Oonblue, YeM ei, HO BbIrMsiAEN OH JIET Ha CeEMb UMK
BOCEMb.

Ero FY6bI, 3arHyBWNCb B Yroskax, nogeprmsarnuncb, CrOBHO OH Aoragarncda O ee MbICnAaxX U ensa
caepxunBar CMexX.

— AX, JIlynanto, — oHa B340OXHyna ¢ obneryeHneM 1 nowenoeana ero B LLeKy.
— Thbl NPAAMO Kak aHren.

— K10 a10? — cnpocvna ogHa 13 6nmsHsLWeK, NoBOpaYnBasdACb K AMUNUN, — 3TO KPOLLKa nomoraeT
Tebe Ha kKyxHe? OHa TBOSI pOACTBEHHULA?

— A Knapa! — oTBeTuna gesouyka, NpUceB Mexay 3KOHOMKOM U TeTkon, — na Herpa Knapa, Bawwa
nneMmsiHHMLa!

— Mos kT0? — B3BU3rHyna XeHumnHa, Xxsatas Knapy 3a PYKY U BCTPAXMBaA ee.

— Herputa Knaputa, — B03b6yxgeHHO 3akpumyan Manbyuk. Onupasdcb Ha OAWH KOCTbIfb, OH
noacKkouMn K Hel, — pas3Be Tbl He cnbiwana, Tetywka? OHa Mos Ky3uHa! — B3saB pyKy Knapbl, OH
OTTSHYN ee nojanblle OT poanTenen n TeTOK.

— Hy, nokasbiBan, rae npayveTcsa genyluka.

Mpexge 4Yem Knapa ycnena o6bsicHUTb, 4TO gefylka B ropoge, JlyMauto CBEpHYN Ha LUMPOKYH
necyaHyto anneto, BeayLLyto kK ppykToBoMy caay 3a AoMoM. OH nepefBuran CBou KOCTbINN Tak ObICTPO U
NOBKO, YTO GonbLUe noxoann Ha o6e3bsiHy, YEM Ha Karneky.

— Jlynsuto! — kpukHyna emy Bcneg Mapusa genb Posapuo, — Tebe HyxeH oTabix. [NMoesgka Gbina
aonron n yromutensHon. K Tomy e Takas xapa.

— OcrTaBb ero B nokoe, — BmeLlancsa Paynb, conpoBoxaas B 4OM Cynpyry, — CBEXWU BO34yX NovaeT
eMy Ha rnornbay.

— e pepywka? — cnpocun JlyusnTo, onycKasiCb Ha 3eMro B TEHW MaHroBOro AepeBa, HaBUCLLEro
Hag CTEHOMN.
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— B ropoae, — oTo3Banack Knapa, npuctpameasch psgoM ¢ HAM. OHa o4yeHb pafgosanacb TOMY, YTO
He rnoexana B 9TOT AeHb C AeAywkon. OBbIYHO OHM 3ae3xanu cHadyana B napukMaxepckyto, NoToM B
anTeky, rae oH MoKynan HoBelLlne MeaVKaMeHTbl, KOTopble, KCTaTu, HUKOr4a cam He NpuHUMar, NoToM B
Gap, roe oH BbiNMBasn ctakaH4yvk GpeHan u urpan B 4OMUHO. Ho ceroaHs oHa He npomeHsina Gbl BCTpedy
¢ Jlynsuto HM Ha YTO Ha ceeTe.

— Bot yameutca genynsa. OH xpaeT Tebs He paHblue Beyepa, — 3aTapatopuna Knapa, — pasan
cbexmm B ropod 1 HUKOMY HUYEro He CKaXeM.

— A He MOry rynatb TaK ganeko, — NynsnTo onycTtus rofioBy U rpyCTHO OTTOJIKHYIT CBOU KOCTbISTN.

Knapa nococana CBOH HWXKHIOIO ry0y, — Mbl BCe XXe cAeraemM 370, — 3asiBufla OHa C JoTOoW
peLnMOocCTbio, — 5 Nokady Tebsi B oropofHoi Konsicke. 1 9To 340pPOBO YMED, — OHa MoJoXuna pyky emy
Ha ry6bl, YToGbl OH He NpepbiBan ee, — Bce, YTo Tebe Hado caenaTb — 3TO 3a5e3Tb B KOMSCKY U cuaeThb,
— OHa nokasarna pykoW Ha y3Kylo KanuTky B CTEHe, — BCTPETUMCSl 34eCb, — U, He AaB eMy BPEMEHU Ha
BO3pa)keHUs1, OHa BCcKoummna v nobexarna K caparo 3a MUHCTPYMeHTaMu.

— Bwuauwb, kak Bce NpoOCTo, — Knapa 3acMesiniacb 1M MoMorfia eMy YCTPOUTLCS B KOJSISICKE, — HUKTO
He y3HaeT, rae Mbl, — OHa TMONoXWUra KOCTbIIM Ha €ro KONeHW U MokaTuiia ero no LMpoKoK, HedaBHO
NPONOXeHHO Aopore MMMO habpuK U HE3ACTPOEHHbLIX MYCThIPEN.

Taxeno geiwa, Knapa 3atsHyna Konsacky Ha kpyTon xonm. XKapa packadmBana OKpeCTHOCTU B BOMHaX
3Hos. Mepuarowuin cseT cnenun rnasa. Ee 6abywka Becuna ropasgo 6onblwe, HO Knapa Hukorga He
KaTana ee Tak Aaneko.

— OH Bcerga xoguT B ropog no 3Tol Aopore, — ckasana OHa, BbiTUpasi NTagoHbIO Mblflb U MOT CO
CBOEro nuua, — Aepxucb kpende, Jlynanto! — KpukHyna OHa, TONKHYB KOMSICKY BHW3 MO CKMOHY, MO
TpaBe, 3eMneHOon OT He4aBHUX O0XOEN.

— Thbl reHuin, — Kpu4arn MarnbyuK, 3anmMBasiCb CMEXOM, — 3TO JydLlee, YTo MOXeT ObiTb Ha cBeTe! Thl
BEpHyna MHe cyacTbe. A c4yacTbe — 3TO TO, YTO AenaeT nogen 30opoBbiMU. A 3HaAK 3TO, MOTOMY YTO
caMm Kaneka.

OH B3BOMHOBAHHO MOKa3asn CBOMM KOCTbiNleM B HebO, — CMOTpWH, Knapa. nOCMOTpI/I Ha FpVI(bOB Hag
Hamu. OHM Tak CUNbHbI N Tak CBOOOAHbLI, — OH CXBaTWI ee PYKY, — B3MMdAHN Ha Hux! B3rngaHu Ha nx
PaCKMHyTblE YepHbie KprJ'IbFI! Kak BbITAHYTblI UX HOrM nog XBOCTaMMW. BarnsiHM Ha uXx XULHbIE mopAabl,
n3MasaHHble KPOBbHO. A MOry nocnopuTb C TOOOM, UTO OHM CYACTIMBSI.

— 3pecb nobnmsocTtn 6oKHSA, — 06bscHUNa Knapa.

— Tonkan meHsa Tyda, roe craa rpudpoB Ha 3emne, — MNPOCUN OH, MOKasblBad Ha nrowaaky, rae
NTULbI, CIIOBHO YepPHbIE TEHU, CUOENN Y CTEH BOMHMN.

— BbbicTpee, Knapa! — kpuyan oH, — 6bicTpee!

pucbbl NOCKakanu B CTOPOHY, 3aTEM JIEHMBO MOAHSANNUCL B BO3AYyX W, HU3KO 06NEeTeB Kpyr Hag HUMMU,
B3MbINN B BbILLUMHY.

PaccmaTpumBas ero nokpacHesLUlee nvUo, ero rnasa, bnecreslive ot Bo3byxxaeHus, Knapa 3Hana, 4to
nogapuna emy c4actbe. Ha cekyHay oHa oTBnekrnacb u He ycnerna 0borHyTb 60mnbLIon KaMeHb. JlynsnTo
ynan B 3apocnu BbICOKOM TpaBbl. OH nexan COBepPLIEeHHO HenoaABMXHO U BbIrMaaen MepTBbIM.

— ﬂyl/I3I/ITO, — TPEBOXHO OKJIMKHYI1a ero Knapa, BCTaB nepen HAM Ha KONeHWn.

OH He oTBeyan. OHa OCTOPOXHO NepeBepHyna ero. Ha nby 13 paHk1 counnack KpoBb, a Leku Gbinm
noLapanaHbl KOMYkamu.

Ero Bekn c TpeneToM OTKPbIJIUCh. Ero rnasa, ncnyraHHble 1 o3aga4veHHble, CMOTpPeESNn Ha Hee.

— Tbl ywnbesi, — ckasana oHa. Basie ero pyky, Knapa npwkana ee k cBoemy nby v nokasana emy ero
OKpOBaBIeHHble Nanblbl. Ho OH BbIrMAZen TakMMm cYacTNMBBLIM U OOBOSbHBLIM, YTO AEBOYKA NPOCTO
paccmesinach.

— [aBan nocMoTpuM, MOXET ObITb Thl NOLapanarncs rge-To elle, — NpPeanosioxuna oHa, — Kak TBOS
Hora?

OH cen noAgHAN WTAaHUHY U CKa3dall. — TArn Ha MmecTe. Korga tarm BblBOpPA4MBaKOTCA, MOW OTeL, 3HaeT,
KaK nonpasunTtb UX.

— Hy a kak cama Hora? — HacTavBarna oHa, — BCe B nopsiake?

Jlynanto rpycTHO nokayan rorioBol, — OHa HuKorga He 6biBaeT B Mnopsiake, — npoLuenTan oH U
ObICTpO Monpasun 6prokM. Manbynk Oonro o6bACHAN e, YTO Takoe MONMOMUENNUT, — S BbIN Y MHOTUX
[AOKTOPOB, — pacckasbliBan OH, — OTeL, BO3U/ MeHsl B coeauHeHHble wTaThl u B EBpony, HO A Tak u

ocTancs Kanekom, — nocnegHue croea oH Kpu4an C TakKuM HaZpbIiBOM, YTO €ro cxsaTuil NpuUCTyn Kawluns.

OH pobko B3rnNsHyN Ha Hee, — 4 nonay ¢ Tobow, Kyaa Obl Tbl HM 3axoTena, — ckasan OH, OMnyCTuB
ronoBy Ha ee nnevo, — Krapa, a Tbl NpaBAa Mosi Ky3uHa?

— Tbl Aymaellb, 4TO A CIIULLKOM YepHeHbKas, YTobbl ObITh TBOEW Ky3MHOW? — cripocuna oHa.
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— HeTt, — oTBeTMN OH 3ag4yMYMBO, — Tbl CIIMLLUKOM XOpoLlasi, YTobbl ObITb MOEn Ky3uHOW. Tbl
€0VHCTBEHHas, KTO He CMeeTCs Hado MHOW, U B TO Xe BpPeMs He CMOTPUT Ha MEHSI C >KamnocTblo U
npe3peHMemM, — OH BbITalLWM M3 KapMaHa Genblii NNaTok, COXWIT ero TPeyroflbHNKOM, 3aTeM cKaTtan u
o6Bsizan um nob, — HaBepHO 3TO feTo BygeT cambiM NyYLIMM B MOEWN XU3HW, — B FONoce Manb4umka
YyBCTBOBaiacb M pagocTb U rPyCTb, — Moexanu, Ky3mHa, Bnepes, Ha NONCKM Hawlero geayLiku!

*kk

Mpexage 4Yem OTKPbLITb ABepb CTonoBow, Knapa npurnaguna 3a ylwun HENoKOpHble MpsAKu BOMOC.
Mocne npuesaa TeTywek n3 Kapkaca gegyluka n oHa 6onblue He 3aBTpakanm Ha KyxHe.

Mapus penb Posapuo cugena B [JanbHEM KOHLE CTona, YKpaleHHOro uBeTamu B Basax, U
HeTepnenveo obwmneiBana nenectkn. Mapusi gene KapmeH yTkHynace B cnyebHuK 1 monya cugena
psigom ¢ cectpon. Poantenu JlynsnTto, NporocTmB HECKONbKO AHen B Anb PuHKo, yexanu B EBpony.

— [No6poe yTpo, — npobopmoTana Knapa, 3aHumas cBoe MecTo y ANMHHOIo cTona psaom ¢ Jlynsuro.

JoH Jlyuc npunogHsn rnasa co CBOEW Tapernku U 3aroBopLUMLKM nogmMurHyn ew. Emy xotenocb
noAapasHuTbL BrM3HALEK, U OH NPOAOoIKan MakaTb Bynky B koge, LWymMHO obcackiBas ee.

TeTKkn HMKOrga He enn nepeg MECCOW.

CnpsaTaBlumnCh 3a WokonagHuly, Knapa ykpagkon cMoTperna Ha HeogobpuTenbHble nuua BnmsHsiLex.
Kak OHM ObinM HENOXOXM Ha TeX HbIX KPACUBBLIX AEBOYEK, YbM MOPTPETbl BMCEMW B FOCTUHOW. WX
Xentble nuua, X Brnanble LyKW, TEMHbIE BOJSIOCbI, CBSAI3aHHble Ha 3aTbiflke B HebOomMblIME MNYYKW,
HaMOMWHAaNM e OXXeCTOYEHHbIX MOHAXUHb, KOTOPbLIE NPENOAAIOT B LLKONE KaTEXU3MC.

Camon BpegHou 6bina Mapus gene Posapuo. B ee npucytcteum Knapa Bcerga yyBcTBOoBana TpeBory
n 6ecnokoncteo. ¥ Mapun genb Posapuo Obinu HepBHble rnasa 4yenoBeka, KOTOpbIA AONro He cnan.
Ma3a, NonHble HeTepneHUs 1 TPEBOIW.

Maa3a, KOTOpble BCerga cnegunnm mn ocyxaanwu. OHa Bbirnsigena I'Ipl/lﬂTHOVl TONbKO TOrga, Korga Bce
LU0 NO ee XenaHuto.

N HaoGopoTt, Mapust genb KapmeH 6bina noytu HezameTHoil. Ee rnasa, NpuKpbITblie TSHKENbIMM
Bekamu, crnbanvcb Nof TSHKECTblo KaKoW-TO pofoBoii ycTanocTu. Xoguna oHa GecllyMHO, a roBopuna
TaK TMXO, CNIOBHO ABWrana ryéamm rno npuHyXaeHuio.

Peskui ronoc Mapun genb Posapno npepsan HabnwogeHusa Knapbel, — knapa, Jlynsanto He yroBopun

npuroeop.
— Hert. OHa He nonpgeT, — oTBeTuN 3a Hee JlynsnTto, — Mbl cobMpaemcs Tyaa Be4epoMm, ¢ DMUNUEN.

YTtobbl cKkpbITb ynbibky, Knapa 3acyHyna B pot onagpto. OHa 3Hana, 4yto Mapusa genb Posapuo
HacTamBaTb He OygeT. Knapa HeHaBugena BOCKPECHbIE MECChbl, a 34eCb HUKTO He XOTen nepeyntb
Jlynsuto. OH He cnywan Hukoro, kpome Aedywiku. CTOMNO ero TeTywkaMm XOTb B YeM-HMOyAb MOWTU
Hanepekop ero >XemnaHwsM, OH HayuMHan HaBOAWTb Ha HWX yXac. Ero HemcToBCTBO Bbipaxanocb B
6e3yMHbIX yaapax KOCTbIISMU MO BCEeMY, UYTO CTOSNO neped HWM, B HEMPUCTOMHBbIX XecTax U
ckBepHocnosun. Bce 3To NpuBOAMMIO XEHLLUMH B KpariHio cnabocTb.

— Knapa, 3akaHuuBan 3aBTpak, — npukasana Mapusa genb Po3apno, — cnyxaHke Hago Bce ybpartb,
npexge 4em Mol ynaem. OHa Toxe NoMAeT C HaMn B LEPKOBb.

Knapa npornotuna octaTku LuoKonaga M OTAana YallKy BbICOKOW CEpPbe3HOMN XEeHLUMHEe, KOTOpYH
Bnm3HsaLWwkn npmusesnu ¢ cobon n3 Kapkaca. OHa 6bina ¢ KaHapckux ocTpoBOB 1 Bena B AOMe XO351CTBO.
OMUNNI0 3TO HUCKOMBKO HE oropyaro, U ee eaVHCTBEHHas 3aboTa 3aknvanacb B TOM, YTOObl rOTOBUTb
nuwy ona goHa Jlyuca. OH kaTeropudecku OTKasbiBarncs ecTb BeretapmaHckue 6niwoga, oboxaemble
TeTywkamn, — pdaxe cobakm He OyayT ecTb 3Ty ApsAHb, — TFOBOPWI OH BCSKMM pas, Korga OHU
npucTynanm K Tpanese.

Knape Toxe He O4yeHb HpPaBWUNMCb BeretapuaHckue 6nioga, HO OHa cyMTana BEepXOM 3f1eraHTHOCTU
exegHeBHble noe3gkn Mapuwm genb Posapuo Ha nond nopTyranbCckux ¢epmepoB, roe oHa cama
cobvpana pacteHus onsi edbl, NPUYeM nnatuna 3a HUX BABoe bGonblue, Yem dmunusa Ha cyGOoTHeM
OTKPbITOM pPblIHKE.

*kk

Kak Tonbko Knapa ycnbiwana B kopygope nerkum cTyk KocTblinen JIynusanmto, oHa BbICKOYMIA B OKHO U
nobexarna Ha XonM K MaHroBOMY JepeBY, POCLUEMY Y CTEHbI.

He 3abotdcb 0 cBOeM XenToMm nnaTbe, OHa BbITSHYyNacb BO BCK ANMHY Ha 3emne un cbpocuna
Oawmavkn. He Haxogs yao6HoOM nosbl, OHa NOBOpayMBanachb U Tak 1 aTak. KpoBb cTyyana B ee BUCKax, B
rpyou n 6egpax. ATO HAMOMHAMNO ee CTPaHHbIM XXefaHWeM, KOTOPOro OHa He Morfa MOHATb. YCNblWwaB,
yT0 Jlymsnto noaxoamt, Knapa pesko cena.
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— TMoyemy Tbl He OT3blBanacb? — CMPOCUIT OH, OMyCKasiCb Ha 3eM0 PSAOM C Heil. OH NonoXun
KOCTbINM 1 o6aBUT: — OHU BCE YLUMK, KpOME AeOyLUKM, KOHEYHO.

Ynblbasicb, oHa cMoTpena emy B JIMLO C HEXHbIM BOCXULLEHNEM. JIyM3nTo BbIrnsiAen COHHbIM, TUXUM,
MUIbIM, U B TO € BpeMsi OTBaxHbIM. Ef XxoTenocb pacckasaTb eMy Tak MHOMO BeLLEl, HO OHa He Morna
BbIpa3nTb X, — MOLIENYA MEHS, Kak 3TO AenatT B KMHO, — noTpeboBana oHa.

— XopoLo, — LWEeMNHYn OH, N 3TO CroBO ObiI0 OTBETOM Ha BCE €€ CMSTeHMEe, Ha TO CTpaHHoe
enaHue, KOTOpOro oHa He NoHMMana, — ax, Herputa, — wenTan oH, 3apbiBasicb NMUOM B ee weto. OHa
naxna 3emMnen n ConHuemM.

Ero ry6b| wenTtann, HO 3ByKa He obio. C LLUNPOKO OTKPbITbIMU TNa3aMn OHa Habniogana, kak oH
CHMMaeT cBOn 6p|'0KVI. OHa He morna oTopBaTb B3rnaga.

Ero nuuo pasropanocb pacTyLiMM BOOAYLUEBNEHWEM, €ro rnasa Kasanocb Tasdnu Mexay ANMHHbIX
pecHul. bepexHo, 4ToObI cTanbHbIE TSArM ero NpoTesa He NPUYMHUAN el Bonb, OH Ner Ha Hee.
*kk

— MebI ocTaHemcda BMecCTe HaBcerga, — rosopun nyVI3VITO, — 4 CKaXy poauTendam, 4TO TOJIbKO B Onb
PuHko moe cyacTbe. U oHun NpULLITKIOT MHE peneTuTopa crja.

Knapa 3akpbina rnasa. lNocnegHve Tpu mecsua ee nobosb k JlynsuTo ctana 6e3ymHon. Kaxabin geHb
OHW Hacnaxganucb Apyr OPYroM B TEHUW MaHroBoro gepeea, — f[a, — LIenTana oHa, — Mbl Bcerga
Oyaem BmecTe, — oHa 0GHAna ero n npmkana kK cebe.

Knapa He noHsAna, 4To ycnbiwana nepBbiM: NPUMMYLIEeHHbI B340X JlynsnTo unu yxacHblin BOMIb
Mapun genb Posapuo. TeTtywka 3axogunacb B kpuke. OHa nogbexana nobnuxke v, NOHW3UB ronoc,
rpo3HO 3awwmnena: — JlyusnTto, Tbl ONO30PWUN YECTb Halen cembun. TO, YTO Tbl caenan, Henb3sd gaxe
BblpasnuTb, — €€ CTPOrne, Heymonumble rnasa HW Ha CekyHOy He OTpblBanucb OT KpacHoro u 6enoro
LiBETEHWs], HAaBUCLLEro Haj CTEHON, — U Bce U3-3a Tebs, Knapa, — npogomkana oHa, — TBOe noseeHne
He yAMBUTENbHO. 51 He COMHEBAaOCh, YTO Tbl KOHYWMLLIb TOW X€ CTOMHOW KaHaBOW, OTKyAa W Bbinesna, —
OHa 3acemeHuna no cTtyneHbkam. Ha camom Bepxy TeTyluka ocTaHOBMNacb, — Mbl BepHeMcs B Kapkac
cerogHs xe, Jlyuc. N moxelwb He 3akaTblBaTb CBOUX UCTEPUK. Tenepb oHM Tebe He MOMOryT.

Bce TBOM XecCTbl NpPOTUBHbIE, BCA pyraHb — 3TO HUYTO NO CPpaBHEHUKO C TEM, UYTO Thl HATBOPWUI.
ﬂyVI3I/ITO 3apbigarn. Knapa obxBaTuna nagoHsaMu ero nobrneaHeBLlUee L0 U BblTE€pia KOH4YMKamMun
nanbueB Crnes3bl Ha ero pecHumuax, — Mbl 6yp,eM nobutb Apyr apyra Be4Ho. Mebi Bcerga 6yp,eM BmMecCTe, —

ckasana oHa 1 TONbKO Torga no3sonuna emy yuTu.
*kk

Tonbko cenvac Knapa 3ameTuna BeyepHue TeHU, OMpayvmBLLME BCE BOKPYr Hee. CKBO3b NeneHy crnes
OHa nocmoTperna Ha pfepeBo neped Hew. JlnctBa, oTneyataHHas Ha 3Be3gHoOM Hebe, cnnetana
HeoXuAaHHble Henpeackasyemble hopMbl.

BhICTpbI BETEP TYT XE cTMpan y3opbl, U BCe, YTO 3aNOMMHANoch, ObIfIo 3BYKOM BeETpa — OOUHOKOro
nraya o npowleglem nete.

— Knapa, — nosBan gegyLuka.

Pblgas oT yrpbi3eHui COBECTM M TpeBOrn, oHa He oTBeTuna. OroHek cpean (OPYKTOBbIX OEpeBbLEB
Oonblie He LweBenuncsa. YBEPEHHOCTb B TOM, YTO Aeaylwka Oyaer oxuaaTb €e OTBeTa BCH HOYb,
HanonHwuna ee 6narogapHOCTbIO.

OHa mefneHHo nogHsanach, CTpAXmUBaA JNINCTbA U CbIPOCTb CO CBOETO NMiaTbA.

— [pedylika, — TUXO Mo3Barna OHa, HanpaBnsAsiCb K OrOHbKY — JOGBM UM MOHMMaHUID — KOTOPbIN
oxugan ee.

— BarnaHn Ha aTy a6noH0, — wWenHyn AoH Jlyuc, — s Aymaio, OHa CHOBa 3auBeTeT credytoLimm
neTom.

[Byms HegensamMu nNo3xe, B BOCKPECHbIN NnongeHb, AoHbs Mepcegec coobuwmna Ham, YTo cobupaeTcs
HaBecTUTb ANb PUHKO.

— Knapa cHoBa 6onbHa? — BCTPEBOXEHO cnpocuna s.

— Het, — ycnokouna meHsa goHbst Mepcegec, NogHUMAasiCb C ramaka, — A X04y MpPOBEpUTb, Kak OHa
BbINOSHAET MOM UHCTPYKUMKN. OHa LOBOMbHO CBOEHPABHAS MaUUEHTKa.

HoHbsa Mepcepgec onycTuna pyku MHe Ha nreyn, — CerogHsi Mbl ¢ TOOOM A0mKHbI MoMoyb Knape. Mol
NnoBepHEM A1 Hee KOMeco cryyasd, — OHa MOBEepHynacb K nnaTtsaHoMy LiKkady, KOTOpbIA 3akpbiBan
OBEepb, BEOYLUYH Ha yruvuy, Hallapura KId, HO Mpexae 4YemM OTMepeTb €ero, B3rfsiHyrna Ha MeHs U
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ckasarna: — cobepu Bce CBOM BELLU U OTHECU UX B JKMM. YBUAEB, YTO Tbl ynakoBanacb, Knapa nogymaeTt
0 TBOeM oTbesde B Kapkac. OTO HaATONMKHET ee Ha pelleHne BOCMONb30BaTbCA TBOEW noesakon. B
rnyovHe Qylin OHa 3HaEeT, YTO el ByaeT nydle TONbKO B TOM Crly4ae, eCcriv OHa NOKMHET Arb PUHKO.

CHavana s 6Gbina nopakeHa Tem, YTO MHOrMe M3 MOMX BeLler nponanu, HO 3aTeM BCNOMHMNA, Kak
oTgana 6onbLWMHCTBO U3 HUX IOHBIM NaumeHTam ABrycTuHa.

— WcTopus Knapbl gnst Tebs npocTo cyacTnmBas Haxodka, — rosopuna goHbss Mepceaec, nomoras
MHe yKnaablBaTb YeMOOaH, — MO KparHen Mepe s He oxuaana Takoro. ictopusa Bo3HMKNa U3 HUYero, HO
OHa o4eHb kcTatu. lMoatomy A noowpsna Teba roBopute ¢ Knapon u npoBoauTb C Hew Bpems. A
yBepeHa, 4YTO B €e TEHM Tbl HAaKOHEL, CMOrfa OLyTUTb ABMXEHME KOmneca criydas B ee xu3Hn. OHa — 3T1o
YenoBeK C BPOXAEHHbIM AapOM, ECTECTBEHHbIM KOHTPOSEM Haf TEHLIO BEAbMbI.

HenctButenbHo, Knapa Obina o4eHb CcumnbHOWM nMYHOCTblO. [lpaBga, s 4vyBCTBOBana, 4To
3MOUMNOHanbHble KOHQMMKTBI Aenann ee HEeCKOSIbKO MpayvHOM; OHa Kasanacb, Mo KpawHen Mepe MHe,
Bcerga o3aboyeHHon, 06ayMbIBaOLLEN YTO-TO HEBbICKA3aHHOE.

HoHbsas Mepcegec cornacunack ¢ Moewn oueHkon Knapbl 1 gobaeuna, 4to Knape npocto Heobxoanma
Hallia NOMOLLb, NPUYEM COBMECTHaS.

— W Mbl nomoxem en, — npogorkana oHa, — Krnapa Tak CUfbHa, YTO B JaHHbIN MOMEHT 3acTaBnsieT
Halum TeHun paboTtaTtb Ha cebs.

— Y70 BCE 37O 3HaA4UT, AoHbA Mepcenec?

— OT0 3HaAuuT, 4TO Thbl U S MOMOXEM €EW yexaTb, HO Heé MNOTOMY, YTO Mbl TaKue YX p,o6pb|e
caMapuTtdHe, a Nno0ToMy, 4YTO OHa BbIHY)XAAeT Hac Aenatb 3TO.

Yro-To BHYTPU NPUHYXOano MeHA He cornawlaTtbCa C Hen unu, BepHee, NpuBecCcTn BCe B NOPAAOK.
— HukTo He NPpUHYXaaeT MeHA genatb 4yTO-NMMbO, — ckasana 1.

HoHba Mepcenec HacMewnmMBO orfsigena MeHs, 3ateMm NnogHsana Mor YemModaH M MonoXuna ero Ha
3agHee cuaeHbe.

— Tbl Xo4yelwb cKasaTb, YTO NanbLEM He LeBenbHelWb, YTOObl NOMOYb en? — crnpocuna oHa
LIEenoTOM.

— HerT. A atoro He roeopuna. A npocto ckasana, Yto Knapa meHst He npuHyxgaeT. A ¢ pagocTbto
caenato aTo cama, 6e3 ee npocbb KO MHe.

— AX, Hy 3T0 Xe 3BeHO. Knapa 3actaBnsieT Hac, He roBops HM crioBa. HW Tbl, HU 5 HE MOXEM
octatbcsa 6eccTpacTHbiMK. Tak unu nHave, Mol 661NN B €€ TeHW CIAWLIKOM LOJTO.

*kk

B 3epkane 3agHero o63opa g yBugena TymaHHy oauHokyto durypy Kanaensipyu. OHa MaxHyna MHe
Ha MpollaHbe U MpYBS3ana K aHTEHHE [XWUNa CBA3KY XKENTbiX, ronybbiX U KpacHbIX NeHT. OHU LWyMHO
KPYXUIMUCb Ha BETPY.

— Kak Tbl gymaewb, MoxeT GbiTh, Kangoenapus xoyeT noexatb ¢ Hamu B Kapkac? — cnpocuna s
OoHbo Mepcegec.

— Het, — npowlenTtana oHa CKBO3b ApPEeMOTY, — KaHoenAaApua HeHaBungut KapKaC: KaK TOJIbKO OHa
OO0CTUraeT OKpaunH ctonuubl, y Hee Ha4MHakTCA rofioBHbIE oonu.

Korga s octaHoBunacbh nepen Onb PuHKo, OoHbSA Mepce/:l,ec BbICKOYUI1a N3 MaLUUHbI U 6pOCI/IJ'IaCb B
aom. A 6bICTpO HarHana ee, n Mbl nocnewunnn, yeriekaemMble 3ByKaMn MeTJIlbl.

Knapa ybupana natmo. OHa nocMmoTpena Ha Hac, ynblbHynack, HO Hu4ero He ckasana. Kasanocs, 4Tto
OHa nogMeTaeT TULLUHY U TEHW, Ha 3eMrie He GbINo HY OOHOrO JIUCTOYKA.

JoHba Mepcegec 3axrna gBe CBeYM Ha kaMeHHOM naparneTe (hOHTaHa, 3akpbina rrmasa M cTana
Xaatb, korga Knapa KoHUMT YGOpKY.

— 4 cpenana Bce TaK, Kak Tbl MHe roBopuna, — cCKa3ana Knapa, yCcaxXuBadaCb Mexny AOByX
3aX0KEHHbIX CBEYEN.

HoHba Mepcenec, He IMsAQs Ha Hee, Hayana HioxaTb BO3AyX, MbITAsCb Pacno3HaTb KakoW-TO
HeynoBuMbI apomaT, — crylwai BHuMmatenbHo, Knapa, — pesko ckasana oHa, — eOWHCTBEHHOM
BeLllblo, KoTopasi MoMoXeT Tebe o6pecTu 300poBbe, OyAeT TBOW 0Tbesa M3 3Toro Aoma.

— lNouemy 9 gomkHa 6pocaTb ero? — BCTPEBOXEHO cnpocurna Knapa, — gegyluka octaBun 3TOT 4OM
MHe. OH xoTen, 4Tobbl 1 ocTaBanacbh 3echb.

OH xoTen, 4To6bl y Te6A 6biN AoM, — nonpaeuna ee AoHbsA Mepceaec, — HO OH He XOTer, YToObl Thbl
ocTaBanach 3aecbk. [NoYeMy Tbl HE BCMOMHULLbL TOrO, YTO OH cKasan TeGe nepea cMepTbio?

HoHba Mepcenec kazanacb coBeplLUeHHO Ge3pasnuyHoi K BonHeHusaM Knapsbi.
OHa 3axrna curapy v Kypuna ee MeasieHHO, POBHbLIMU 3aTSHXKKaMU1, Maccupysl B TO Xe BpeMsi rofioBy 1
nneyn Knapbl. OHa BbloyBana AblM Tak, CTOBHO BbipUCOBbLIBana B BO34yXe KOHTYP MONOAON XKEHLLUMHBI.
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— OTOT OOM HacesieH npuapakamy U BOCTIOMUHAHUSIMU, KOTOpblE He npuHaanexart Tebe, Knapa, —
npofoJshKkana oHa, — Tbl TOJIbKO FOCTb B 3TOM AOMe.

Tbl LapcTBOBana 3gecb C MOMEHTa CBOEro npvesga Nullb NoToMy, YTO umena yaady v cuny. OHu
nomoranu Tebe Bo3aencTsoBaTb Ha NoAen, NIerko ooLwaTbcs ¢ HUMW.

Ho Tenepb ux Gonblie HeT. Bpems TBoew ygaum npolsio. M Tonbko npu3pakm octanncb ¢ To6oM.
lMpu3paku 1 TeHu, KoTopble Tebe He NpuHaanexar.

— Yt0 e MHe genaTtb? — 3annakae crnpocuna Knapa.
— Yeaxawn B Kapkac! — BocknukHyna goHba Mepceaec, — yesxan n nommpuce ¢ Jlynsuro.

— BoT OHO yTO! — BO3MYLLEHHO 3aKkpu4ana Knapa, — KaK Tbl CMeellb npennaraTtb Takoe? 3JT0
NPOCTO HENPUITNYHO.
— OJT0 cnoBa TBOUX TETOK, — AOHbSA Mepce,qec BeCeslo NocMoTperia Ha Hee, OTKUMHYB ronoBy U

pacxoxotanacb, — He 6yab ocnvuen, Knapa. Ecnn 4To n HENpPUIMYHO, Tak 3TO NPUTBOPATBECS XaHXOM.
Hy-ka BCnomHu, 4em Tbl 3aHMManach ¢ Jlynauto, korga tebe 6bino gBeHaguatb?

Knapa monyana, cobupasch ¢ Mbicnsmu, — s He Byay TOponNUTLCS C pelleHnemM, — oHa ynblBHynace,
04epTUB HOCKOM TPELLUHY B LLEMEHTHOWN NnuTe, — MnoKa 9 He MOry OCTaBWTb BCE 3TO.

— Ecnu Tbl He TpsAnka, TO CMOXellb, — OTo3Banacb AoHbs Mepcegec, — oTo3Banacb [OOHbS
Mepcenec, — My3us cobpanacb yeaxaTtb cerogHsi. Mbl MoxxeM oTBe3T Tebs k Jlynusuto.

— A kak xe Omununa? — cnpocuna Knapa.

— Owmunua byget cyactnueBa ¢ TBOMMM TeTywkamu. OHM Xe XOTAT BepHyTbCa B 3nb PuHko. OTn
MeCTa HanofHAT MX BOCMOMMHAHMAMMU U 3abbiTbiMM YyBCTBaMW. ITO BydeT mx nydwee Bpems. TeHu
NPOLLOro 3aTyMaHAT HacTosLWee 1 pasBetoT UX pa3oyapoBaHue.

HoHbsa Mepcegec s3amonuana Ha cekyHay W, 4Tobbl npuaatb CBOMM  crioBam  Gonbluyio
HaCTOMYMBOCTb, B3sina pyku Knapbl B CBOM.

— HapeHb cBoe xentoe nnatbe. XenTbid uBeT uaetT Tebe. OH paer Tebe cuny. Ckopee
nepeopgesaiica. He Hago 6onblie HuYero. Koraa Tel npuexana B Anb PuUHKO, Ha Te6e ObiNo TONbKO Of4HO
nnaTee: Tak M yxoan, — 3amMeTuB KoneGaHwua Knapbl, oHa noanuna macrna B OroHb, — 3TO TBOW
nocrnenHuit WaHc, Aesodyka. S yxe rosopuna Myauu, yto Tebe GyaeT nydile TONbLKO B TOM Cryyae, ecnu
Tbl ByaeLlb MbUTk JTyM3nMTO Tak e CTpacTHO U 6eCKOMNPOMMUCCHO, Kak Aenana aTo B AeTCTBe.

KpynHble cnesbl nokatunuck 13 rnas Knapel, — HO A no6nio ero, — npoLuenTtana oHa, — Tbl 3Haellb,
YTO A1 HUKOrO He nMtobuna, Kpome Hero.

HoHbs Mepcegec BHMMaTENbHO B3rfsHyna Ha Hee, — 3TO npasBga, — MpPOM3HEcna OHa W,
06epHyBLUMCL KO MHe, gobaBuna: — y Hee Gbina AlkMHa BoraTbix yxaxepoB. OHa nonyyana 3nobHoe
yAoBONbCTBUE, pa3o4vapoBbiBasa UX BCEX. Hackonbko 4 NMOMHIO, OHa BCeX obcTaBuna.

Knapa FPOMKO pacxoxoTarach. OHa 006HsiNa AoHbIo Mepce/:l,ec 3a njiieyn n nouenosana B WeKy, — Tbl
BCerga BCe npeyesenunynBaellb, — €€ TOH BbldaBall, B KAKOM OHa Gbina BOCTOpre, — HO, HECMOTpPA Ha
BCEX MOMX MOKMOHHUKOB, 1 HAKOIO He ntobuna, Kpome ﬂyI/I3I/ITO.

[oHbs Mepce/J,ec noaxeatuiia ee nog pyky U nosefa B KOMHaTy, — BblpBaBWWCb OTCHAA, Tbl
CMOXeLlb NobUTb ﬂyM3VITO Tak Xe, Kak nobuna ero nog 06J'IynJ'IeHHbIMVI cTeHamu Onb PuHKO, — OHa
NOATOJIKHYINa ee, — 1nan n o4eHb CBOE XKeJToe nrartbe. Mbl nogoxaem Tebsi B mxune.

HecmoTpss Ha onucanue Knapown Jlymauto, s 6bina yaveneHa, yBuaeB MNOpasuTENbHO KPacuBOro
MYXUMHY, KOTOPbIN BCTpeTun Hac B Kapkace B cBoux anaptameHTax. A 3Hana, 4To emy OKoro Asaguatu
neT, HO BbIMsAAEeN OH Kak NOAPOCTOK. Y Hero Obinv YepHble KypyaBble BOJSIOCHI, 3€eHOBaTO-XenTble
rnasa u rmagkas 6enas koxa. Korga Jlynsuto yneibancs, Ha ero wekax nossnsnmcb aModkn. OH CUMbHO
Xpomar, HO HWYEero HeyknioXxero B ero ABWXKeHusix He Obino. Ero npvenekaTenbHOCTb U yBepeHHble
MaHepbl He JaBarnu HX ManenLero noBoaa Ans XanocTu.

Jlynanto He yameuncs, ysuaes Hac. A Korga oH YroCcTUI Hac MbllHbIM 06e40M, st MOHANA, YTO OOHbSA
Mepcegec Bce ycTpouna 3apaHee.

Mbl rocTunu y Hux gonosgHa. OTo Obia He3abbiBaemas Houb. S HUKOrga He Buaena AOHbIO
Mepcenec B TakoM NpekpacHOM HacTpoeHuun. Ee 6e3ynpeyHoe ymeHue nogpaxaTb NogsM, KOTOPbIX Mbl
npekpacHo 3Hanu no KypmuHe, ee 6ecuncrneHHble CMeLLUHbIE UCTOPUK, ee TanaHT B X ApamMaTtmn3aumu, ee
OeccTblgHOE NpeyBenuYeHne NpeepaLlan aHekgoTbl B He3abbiBaeMble pacckasbl.

Hesaponro nepen nonHoYbi, OTKMOHWMB rMpurnalleHne JlymauTo octatbcsl Ha Hodb, Mepcenec
Mepanbta BCTana u obHsana Knapy wu Jlymauto. OHa npubnuamnace KO MHE C pacnpoCTeEPTbIMU
obbaATMAMN.

— He obHumal meHst Tak. Thl eLle He NPOCTMUNacb Co MHOMW. A NpoBoOXY Tebs.
— A paccmesinacb 1 BepHyna en oobaTue.

*kk
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A noTsHynack K 3axuraHuio. Bokpyr kntoya Gbifia HamoTaHa Lenoyka.

Opoxalimmn nanbLamm 9 pacnyTtana ee. 370 6bina AnMHHAasA 3050Tada Lenoyka ¢ OrpoOMHOM Meanbio
Ha Hen.

— Tbl nyywe HageHb ee, — CKasalla [OOHbA Mepce,qec, B3rMAHYB Ha MEHA, — 3TO CcBATOMN
XpVICTOd)Op, 3amevaTtenbHbIn NnoKpoBuTeslb NyTewecTtBeHHNMKOB, — B340X obneryenus copBarsicda ¢ mounx
ry6, Korga OHa cena B MalwuHy, — TaK Tbl 6yﬂ,6LUb nydule 3auuuieHa. Beab npexne BCero Tbl

nyrtewecTteeHHuLUa, KOTopada OCTaHOBUITACb NALLb Ha MUT.

Mbl He noexanu B KypmuHy. [JoHbss Mepcegec Hanpaensna MeHsl, ykasblBasi Ha Kakve-TO Yruubl.
Korga y MeHsi NosiBUIOCh YyBCTBO, YTO Mbl ABWXEMCS MO KPYry, OHa HaKoHeL, NpvKasana OCTaHOBUTbCS
nepepn ctapbiM 3efeHbIM KONTOHUAMbHBIM JOMOM.

— K710 3gecb xnBeT? — cnpocuna 1.

— 3pecb Xunn MOM Mpedku, — OTBeTuna oHa, — 3TO Obin MX AOM. A s TOMbKO JIMCT 3TOro
rpoMagHoro gepeBsa, — OHa CMOTpenia Ha MeHs1 Tak BHUMAaTEenbHO, CIOBHO OTnevaTbiBana Moe nvuo B
rnybuHe cBoux rna3. CKknoHACb nobnuxke, OHa LUenHyrna B MOe yxO: — BedbMa, UMes yaady u cuny,
BpaLLaeT Koneco criyyas.

Cuvny MOXHO pacTUTb U XOMNMUTb, HO ygady Henb3s 3amMaHuTb. Ee HmyeM He 3aBnedvb. Ypgauda
He3aBMCMMa OT Marmm u okpyxenus nogen. OHa genaeTt cBoOW COOCTBEHHbIN BbIOOP.

HoHbs Mepcegec npobexana nanbuamu MO MOUM BonocaM M gobasuna: — BOT MOYEMY OHa Tak
npuenekaeT BedbM.

MeHs HanonHWMNO CTpaHHOEe NpeayyBCTBUE. A B3rMsHyna Ha Hee BOMPOCUTENBHO; HO OHAa NOTAHYMNach
K CBOEW KOP3MHE M BbiTallmna oTTyAa KpacHOBATO-KOPUYHEBLIN NUCT, NO dopMe NOXOoXn Ha 6abouKy.

— nOCMOTpVI Ha HEero BHMMartesibHO, — CKas3alJia OHa, nepeagaB MHe JIUCT, — AOylWn MOuxX npeakos
npukKkasamimnm MHe Bcerga HOCUTb C cobon cyx017| nmcT. A — S9TOT NUCT, U MHEe XO4eTcsl, YTOObl Thbl
3a6pocvu'|a ero B OKHO, — OHa noKasalna Ha AOM nepen HamMu, — Korga Tbl 6pOCI/ILIJb ero, npo4Tu

3aknuHaHue. A XO04Yy y3HaTb, KakK CUJ1bHbl TBOWU 3aKIMMHaHUA.

XKenas y6J'Ia)KI/ITb ee, 4 ocMoTpesia NnUCT nog pasHbiMu yrinamu, nosopadvmBad e€ro Tak m 3Tak. A
06Luap|/|na B3rnAgom Bce ero BHyTpeHHOCTU, BCHO €ro noBepxHOCTb, — OH OEeNncTBUTENBbHO KpacuB, —
npu3Hana 1.

— Bpocb ero B 0kHO, — noBTOpMNa OHa.

A nepenesna 4yepes3 YyryHHyl peLleTKy, OTTOMKHYNa B CTOPOHY TsBKENy nopTbepy W, Korga
3aKNUHaHWA NONWNIMCb U3 MeHsi, Bpocuna nuct BHYTpb. BMecTo TOoro, 4tobbl ynactb Ha nom, nuct
B3reTen B BEPXHWA Yrof, K MOTOMKy. OTO Obin yXe He NUCT, a OrpPOMHbIA MOTbINEK. S crpbirHyna B
TpeBore Ha 3eMIH.

Mepcenec I'Iepaanbl B AXune He 6bino. yBepeHHaﬂ, 4YTO OHa BOLWJIa B AOM, A TUXO MNOCTy4ana B
OBepb. OHa OTKpblJ1aCb, — AOHbA Mepcep,ec, — npowenTtana A u warHyna BHyTpb.

oM, NOCTPONKM BOKPYr NaTuo U TEMHbIE KOPUAOPbLI HaNnOMWHaNM Mon4anmBbIi TEMHbLIA MOHACTbIPb.
C 4YepHON KpbilM CBUCaNW AfMHHbIE KPOBEMbHble >Xeroba v MeTannuueckue konbua bontanucb B
cTapblX, TopyaLLMx rHesgax.

£ BbllWMa B LEHTP Natvo, K nrakyyen meBe, OKyTaHHOW TymaHoMm. KpoweuHble cepebpsiHble kanmm
pocbl Ha ee MUCTbSIX, CIOBHO npuspadvHble 6ycbl, 6e33By4yHO ckonb3unu B oHTaH. [opbiB BeTpa
BCTPSAXHYN UBY, 3abpocaB MeHst Cyxummn nuctbaMn. OxBaveHHas HeOOBACHMMBIM YXXacoM, A Bblbexarna
Ha ynuuy.

Yceswuck B mpxun, s pewwunna oboxagate Mepcegec NMepaneTy. MNoa cngeHbem 4To-T0 6bINO. A Hawna
TaMm nayky c sanvcsaMmu, Halwynana dgpoToannapaTt 1 KacceThbl.

S o3agayeHHo ocmoTpenack. Huuero, kpome oaexabl, B MallMHe AOIMKHO GbiTb He Obino. K moemy
BENVKOMY YAMUBEHMWI0, Ha 3aQHeM CUAEHUN S oBHapYXXuna naker.

B Hem ObIny MoM OHEBHMKM U NeHTbl. K nakeTy Obina npukreeHa HeJonvcaHHas 3anucka. S ysHana
yeTkuii noudepk Kanpgenspuu. "MpollaHvue BeAbMbl — Kak Mblflb Ha [opore: OHO MpuUnvnaeT, ecnu
NbiTaelbcs 0TOPOCUTL ero npoyb."

DNMUJIOT.

A BepHynaco B Jloc-AHgpkernec, a NnoTom yexana B Mekcuky k dnopuHge.

BbICJ'IYLLIaB FIOLI,pO6HO€ N3noxeHme Mounx I'IpVIKJ'HO‘-IGHMVI, OHa noA4YepKHyna Heobbl4YHOCTb U
HEeoObSICHMMOCTb TOr0, YTO MOS XXWU3Hb B MUpe OOHbU Mepcep,ec Ha4yanacb ¢ ee COOCTBEHHOW 3anucku, a
OKOH4YMIIaCb 3anmcKom KaHLI,eJ'IﬂpVIVI.
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BbicMesiB TO, YTO OHa HasblBaria MOEN OTYasitHHOW [OO0CKOHarbHOCTbl, PrnopvHaa TeM He MeHee
nocoBeToBana MHE MOCMOTPETb, MOTYy JiM s WUCMONb30BaTb CBOM MHOFOYMCIEHHbIE 3anucu Onsi
anccepTauun.

PaboTtas ¢ maTtepuanom, 9 obHapyxuna, 4To, HECMOTPSA Ha PaKT OTCYTCTBUA pa3paboTaHHOro nnaHa
uccnegoBsaHum, cobbiTva B gome AoHbU Mepceaec kasanuchb 3apaHee npegHasHavYeHHbIMU Ang MOEero
3HaAKOMCTBA CO CnMpuUTamMu, BeAbMaMu, Lennutensamu, noabMu, C KOTOpbIMU OHM ObLLannch, 1 C TEM, 4YTO
OHW Jenanu B KOHTEKCTe CBOEW NOBCEAHEBHON AEATENBbHOCTH.

PaboTtas ¢ noHbe Mepceaec, nsyyasi ee COGCTBEHHYIO CUCTEMY TONKOBaHMUS, 1 UCKPEHHE BEpUna, YTo
oBnagena, No KpavHenW Mepe WHTennekTyanbHO, cnocobom Lenutenen paccmaTpmBaTb camumx cebs,
Apyrux niogen, ceoe 3HaHne. MHe ka3anocbk, YTO MOero onbiTa 1 3anucen 6yaeT BNonHe AOCTaTOYHO Ans
anccepTauun.

Ho nocne pacwmndpoBku, nepesona 1 aHanusa feHT U JHEBHUKOB S Ha4Yana COMHEBATbLCH B CBOEM
WHTENneKTyanbHOM MacTepcTBe uenuTens. Mos nonbiTka nogorHaTb AaHHble MOA KaKykt-TO CTPYKTYpy
okasanacb TLWETHOW, MOM 3anucu NecTpenu HecoOTBETCTBMSIMU U MPOTUBOPEUYUSMU, U MOEIo 3HaHUS
SIBHO He XBaTarno, YToObl 3aAenaTb 3TN MOLLHbIE Npoberbi.

Mo sTomy nosoay ®ropuHaa UMHUYHO 3asiBUNna: Hago NMbo M3MeHUTb AaHHble, NOAOrHaB MX Nog CBOM
Teopuu, NnMbo 3abbITb 0 AuccepTaLmm BoobLLe.

dnopvHaa Bcerga coBeToBana MHe MsaeTh 3a NOBEPXHOCTb Bellel. B crnyyae Movx NpUKIOYeHun ¢
AOHbel Mepcefec oHa npeanoxuna MHe BblATU 32 MX BO3MOXHYK akageMW4eckyro LeHHocTb. OHa
cunTana, YTo Moe akageMumyeckoe NpucTpacTve OCnennsano MeHs 60MbLIMM YMCIIOM BaXKHbIX acneKToB.
A ponro yvMTana u nepeuynTbiBana cobpaHHble MHON UCTOpUM AOHBW Mepcedec M HakoHeL MoHsina To,
yero xotena ®nopuHaa. A noHsna, YTo ecnv NUWy CBOW TPyA KayecTB akageMWUYecKoW LIEeHHOCTU U
3Ha4YMMOCTW, 1 AoMmkHa Oyay ocTaTbCs C AOKYMEHTOM O YerOBEYECKOM LIEHHOCTM — YenoBeYeckomn
LeHHOCTW, COBEPLLUEHHO MHOPOAHOW HaM, HO MPUHMMAaEMON Kak uaearn, CToUT HaMm TOSbKO BbiBECTU cebs
3a 0OblYHbIE PaMK/ OTHOLLEHUNA.

CsouMuK nctopmsimmn OoHbst Mepcegec cTpemMunachb nokasaTb MHE, YTO BeAbMbl U gaxe OOblYHble
noan, NCnonb3yst yanBuUTENbHbIE CUMbl, CYLLECTBYIOLLNE BO BCENTIEHHON, MEHSOT X0 CODbITUA U Xo4
CBOEN XU3HU UNWN XN3HWM Apyrux niogen. Xon coObiTUI OHa HasbiBana "konecom cnydas”, u npouecc
BIUSIHNA HA HEro — "TeHblo BeAbMbl".

OHa nperteHgoBarna Ha TO, YTO Mbl MOXEM MEHATb BCE NyTEM NMpAMOro sMmeLllatesibCTea B Nnpouecc n B
TO Xe BpeMA faxe He 3Had, 4YTO Mbl, cobCTBEHHO, 3TO Aenaem.

Ona xutenen 3anaga — 3TO HeMbICnMMoOe 3asiBrieHve. Korga mbl HaxoauMm, 4YTO BMSIEM Ha XO4
cobbiTui 6e3 npsMOro BMellaTenbCcTBa, TO ecTb 6e3 NPsIMOro BTOPXEHWUS B HUX, Mbl JyMaem O
COBMafeHnn, Kak O eOWHCTBEHHO CEPbe3HOM OOBSICHEHUM MPOUCXOASILLEro, Mbl BEPUM, HTO MpsiMoe
BMeLLATENbCTBO NpeAcTaBnseT coO0ON eAUHCTBEHHBIN cnocob mM3ameHeHus Bcero. Hanmpumep, yenosek
UCTOPUM, KaK Hayku, BNUSET Ha cobbITUS KOMMIIEKCOM couMarnbHbIX pelleHuid. Minu B Gonee Menkux
mMacLuTabax ¢ MOMOLLbI CBOUX MOCTYNKOB SIOAN NPSIMO BMELLMBAOTCS B XWU3Hb APYrux Ntoaen.

Mo KoHTpacTy, nctopum, nogobpaHHble OOHbeN Mepceaec, NO3BONANM OCO3HaTb TO, C YEM Mbl He
Oblnn  3HakOMbl. OHM yKasbiBanM Ha HEMOHATHYKD BO3MOXHOCTb cTaTb 6onee BAMATENbHbIM B
dopmMupoBaHMM xoaa cobbITUIA, OTKa3aBLUMCh OT NPAMOro NOCpeaHMYEeCTBa.

B uenom ®nopvHaa 6bina yaoBneTBopeHa pesynbTatamMu Moel noe3gku B BeHecyany. OHa xoTena,
yTOObI A1 MONy4Mna U3 NepBbIX PYK 3HAHWE O MOUX CKPbITbIX pe3epBax. Ee nges sakniovanacb B TOM, 4TO,
adppekTnBHO paboTas B HEM3BECTHOM MHE OKPYXXEHWUM, 51 OIMKHA Oblna HayuyMTbCcs npucnocabnmueatbes
K TEM CUTyaLMsIM, KOTOpbIE CTOSNM 3a rpaHuLaMm Toro, YTo A 3Hana, NpMHMMarna u Morna npeackasaTb.
dnopuHaa yTBepxaana, YTo HeT HM4Yero 6onee ymecTHOro ons NpobyXOeHUs CKPbITbIX PE3epPBOB, YEM
KOH(PPOHTaLMS C coumnanbHO HEU3BECTHbIM.

Mosi xn3Hb B Aome OoHbM Mepcenec, B3aMMopencTBMe C ee nauueHTamu u ApysbsiMy Oblna Tem
camblM CoLManbHO HEU3BECTHbIM.

A npu3Hanacb (DﬂOpl/IHﬂ,e, 4YTO €€ YyKa3aHuA Wuns (*)I/IJ'IOCO(*)I/II/I XEeHLWMNHbI-BOMHA — COBeEpPLUEHHO
HENOHATHble MHE Torga — (baKTW-IeCKI/I cTann OCHOBOW BCEX MOMWX LEWCTBUA B TO BpemMA, noka A
OCTaBanachb y OHbU Mepcep,ec.

— EcTb MHoro o6pasu,oa nosegeHund, Korga Haxoaubca B HOpMaribHOM OKpyXeHun, — oTo3Baliacb
d)nopMH,qa, — HO KOrga bl B 0AnHoO4YecCTBe, ONacHOCTU U TEMHOTE, €CTb JIMWb OOWH NYyTb — NYTb BOUHA.

Mo crnoBam ®nopuHAbl, S OTKpbIA@ LEHHOCTb MyTM BOMHA M CMbICIT BCEX €ro npeanochInokK.
CTankuBasicb C HEWU3BECTHbIMW XU3HEHHBIMU cUTyauusiMu, s obHapyxuna, 4To Anst Toro, 4tobbl He
NnoTepsiTb COCTOSIHUE CBOOOAbBI, HE MOKOPUTLCH YYBCTBY COOCTBEHHOW BaXXHOCTW, HYXXHA HeykpoTumas
CBUPENOCTb, HENCTOBOCTb, U YTO MOPanbHbIA NPUrOBOP, HABSA3aHHbIE B3rnsabl MOryT OblTb NPEOAONEHbI
BCEYTELUNTENBHON CKPOMHOCTbBIO, KOTOPas He SIBMNSIETCS pabCcTBOM.
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